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DES‘RIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Railroad Shanty is a simple frame building measuring roughly
10" by 22' and covered with horizontal siding. The interior is unaltered™
and furnished with items described in Laura Ingalls Wilder's By the

Shores of Silver Lake, including some of the actual Ingalls family

possessions.

The shanty was built in 1878. Presumably in the 1880's or early
1890's the building was moved three blocks. from its original location and
was placed on a cement block foundation. Sometime between that date and

the present, siding was placed over the original plank and batten, and two

respectively. The building was purchased in 1967 by the Laura Ingalls

Wilder Memorial Society, Inc., a local group, and now serves as a museum.

small additions were made: a lean-to and a porch on the south and east sides,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building was once the home of Laura Ingalls Wilder, prominent
author of children's books on pioneer life. The shanty was built in
1878 by the Chicago & Northwestern ﬁailway to shelter railroad
personnel. It was converted into a home by the Ingalls family during
the winter of 1879-80.\\The family's experiences in the shanty were the

subject of Wilder's By the Shores of Silver Lake, one of her most

popular works. Other Wilder books trace the lives of the author's
family in their struggle to settle permanently in De Smet, South Dakota.
Laura Ingalls Wilder stories drew heavily on her childhood experiences;
she stétes, "I lived everytﬁing that happened in my books." Two F
million copies of her works have been sold, many of them in foreign

countries. They have been translated into 26 languages.
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Mrs. Leslie Dannenbring, President

ORGANIZATION

Laura Ingalls Wilder Memorial Society, Inc.

DATE

10-10-72

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

De Smet

STATE CODE
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; REG

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
"tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
The recommended
mination is:

O

ocal

O

Name

: n
Title _Director, W. H. Over Dakota _
Museum, SD State Liaison Officer

10-17-72

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hist4ric Preservation
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Date
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of The National Regijter

2-/2-7

Date
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had KALLRUAD CAMP SHANIY UK SURVEYUK™D> DHANIY

Lot numbered (9), of Block numbered (10), Western Town
Lot Company's Addition to the City of De Smet, in
Kingsbury County, South Dakota

Township No. 111

North, Range No. 56
West of the 5" Principal
Meridian, South Dakota

SCALE
0 300ft

97°32'39"

N

44°23'08"

44°23'08" ————

97°32'39"

Note: Longitude and Latitude correct to the nearest two seconds

SOURCE: Model Rural Development Program, Watertown, South Dakota



