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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received APR 2 8 Q̂Q̂  

datej^r^ 19^ 

historic ISAAC HOBBS HOUSE 

and/or common 
ISAAC HOBBS HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 87 North Avenue not for publication 

city, town Weston Z?:/^ vicinity of congressional district 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county M i d d l e s e x code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X_ building(s) ^ private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object /y!4 in process 

being considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
•> no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

-X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

na"ie W i l l i a m D. Modah l and C h a r l o t t e Modah l 

street & number 87 N o r t h Avenue 

city, town Weston /)iA; vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Courthouse 

street & number Thorndike Street 

city, town Cambridge gjgjg Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title Qf -lŶQ Coinmonwea 1th has this property been determined elegible? yes _}L no 

1973 federal }L state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conimission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 



7. Description Isaac Hobbs House, 87 North Avenue, Weston 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Isaac Hobbs House i s located at the prominent intersection of North Avenue and Church 
Street i n the Kendal Green section of Weston. The large Georgian building i s placed close 
to the street but s i t s on a 2% acre s i t e , which also includes part of a large pond formed 
by the Hobbs Tannery dam. The area north of t h i s property i s vrooded; that to the east — 
including the tannery site--has been formally preserved as conservation land by the Tovm 
of Weston. 

The 2h story frame structure i s sheathed i n clapboards and has broad gable roofs, four 
asymmetrical chimneys, and s i x over six window sash throughout. The basic T-plan of the 
Hobbs House has a large main block (ca. 1758) with a transverse gable, and a small e l l 
on the north thought to be of e a r l i e r construction (ca. 1729?). Although t h i s e l l retains 
the scale and character of the o r i g i n a l colonial house, the main section has been altered 
to present more of the atmosphere of the late nineteenth century. The large transverse 
gable on the west facade and a small 2-story addition on the south were added ca. 1889. 

The facade of the main section, looking west, has f i v e bays with a center entrance portico 
and cross gable. The pedimented portico has Tuscan columns and shelters a doorway with 
f u l l - l e n g t h s i d e l i g h t s . The attached four-bay e l l has an asymmetrical doorway with a small 
portico featuring a hip roof and chamfered posts. The other elevations of the building have 
asymmetrical fenestration. A small gabled wing on the south side and a 2-story bay window 
of the east side were added simultaneously with the facade's transverse gable, ca. 1889. 
Just northwest of the e l l i s a small L-shaped out-building consisting of two I h story 
gabled structures (a shop and bam) connected by a short transverse gabled section of one 
story (used as a garage). The shop has an unornamented of f s e t doorway on i t s gable end 
and six over six windows. The connecting garage and bam have arched openings. 
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The older wing may be this dwelling. In 1758, Ebenezer gave his son Isaac one-third part 
o£ the dwelling house and an interest in the tanner^- Isaac b u i l t a large addition to the 
south by 1761, and from then on i t was always called the "double house." In 1889, General 
Marshall enlarged the main part toward the west (including the large transverse gable and 
the classical entrance porch), added a small wing to the south, and added a terrace at the 
southwest corner. Although s t y l i s t i c a l l y rather simple, the Isaac Hobbs House occupies 
an important place in the development of Weston and is a visual landmark of the Kendal 
Green area. 

As a site occupied since the early years of the 18th century, the Isaac Hobbs property un­
doubtedly contains accumulated material remains which can provide a perspective on early 
American domestic l i f e not available in period documents. Archaeological remains relating 
to the tanning operation carried out during the 18th century on the Hobbs homestead may 
also be extant. 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T ^ _ 

P r o p e r t y ^ ^ ^ > - 3 . ^ S ^ ? ^ - ? ^ ' / ^ < r . / S r - ^ . 

Stmt; cnufity / / A y/.y^yA'f:-c\y 
Federal Agency: 

United Sta tM Department ef the intefier 
National Paric Se«viea ^ , v -'t 

Working i^J^<e/y^y-^^yf^ 
Fed. Reg. Date: ' / 
Date Due- S > 7 / ^ / 4 - / X ^ ^ 

Action: _ i r A C C E P 
resubmission altered In the RETURN 
nomination by person or local government National Rs^ristfj^^ R E J E C T . 
owner objection 

appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request 

photos, 
maps 

appeal NR decision 

to 
0. 

I :. V 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
__substant ive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ipt ion 

6. Representa t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

•ummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 













I l l l l l l m l 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

A p r i l 22, 1982 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretafy of State ; 

yi^"^^^^'-' Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of tJie Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination fomis: 

Boston - Adams Nervine .Asylum (state) 
Boyalston - Keyes - Dakin House (local) 
Grafton - Willard House and Clock Niuseum (state) 
Hatfield - The Old Mil l Site Historical District (local) 
Holden - Rogers House (local) 
Needham - To Man - Gay House (local) 
Neivton - Slade - Hovey House (local) owner objects 
Sturbridge - Oliver Wight House (state) 
Upton - Knowlton Hat Factory (local) 
Weston - Isaac Hobbs House (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace j/nkiji 
Regis tratibnrTDirector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/amf 


