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1. Name

historic ISAAC HOBBS HOUSE
| SAAC HIEBS HOWEE=

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 87 North Avenue not for publication
city, town Weston Z?:/" vicinity of congressional district
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X _building(s) * private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational -X  private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object /y'4 in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
< no military other:

4. Owner off Property

na'ie William D. Modahl and Charlotte Modahl
street & number 87 North Avenue

city, town Weston NiA; vicinity of state Massachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regidry o deads efc. Middlesex County Courthouse

street & number Thor ndi ke Street

Gity, town Canbri dge Ggig Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

_ Inventory of the Historic Assets . . _
tite  Qf &YQ Cammowealth hes this propaty bean deemined degble? yes }Lno

1973 federal IL state county local

depostory for aurvey records . Massachusetts Historical Conimisson
aty, tomn Boston dae Massachusetts 02108



7- DeSCFIptIOI’\ | saac Hobbs House, 87 North Avenue, Weston

Condition Check one Check one

X excel |l ent deteriorated unal t ered X origina site
good ruins X altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Isaac Hobbs House is |ocated at the promnent intersection of North Avenue and Church

Street in the Kendal Geen section of Weston. The large Georgian building is placed close
to the street but sits on a 2% acre site, which also includes part of a I|arge pond fornmed

by the Hobbs Tannery dam  The area north of this property is vrooded; that to the east —
including the tannery site--has been formally preserved as conservation land by the Tovm

of Weston.

The 2h story frame structure i s sheathed in clapboards and has broad gable roofs, four
asymmetrical chimmeys, and six over six w ndow sash throughout. The basic T-plan of the
Hobbs House has a large main block (ca. 1758) with a transverse gable, and a small el |

on the north thought to be of earlier construction (ca. 1729?). Although this el | retains
the scale and character of the original colonial house, the main section has been altered
to present nore of the atnosphere of the late nineteenth century. The l|arge transverse
gable on the west facade and a small 2-story addition on the south were added ca. 1889.

The facade of the main section, |ooking west, has five bays with a center entrance portico
and cross gable. The pedinmented portico has Tuscan columms and shelters a doorway with
full-Tength sidelights. The attached four-bay el | has an asymmetrical doorway with a small
portico featuring a hip roof and chanfered posts. The other elevations of the building have
asymmetrical fenestration. A small gabled wing on the south side and a 2-story bay w ndow
of the east side were added simultaneously with the facade's transverse gable, ca  1889.
Just northwest of the el lis a small L-shaped out-buildingconsistingof two Ih story

gabled structures (a shop and bam) connected by a short transverse gabled section of one
story (used as a garage). The shop has an unornamented of fset doorway on it sgable end

and six over six windows. The connecting garage and bam have arched openings.
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The ol der wing may be this dwelling. | n1758, Ebenezer gave his son Isaac one-thirdpart
of the dwel ling house and an interest inthetanner® Isaac built a large addition to the
south by 1761, and from then on it was always called t he"double house.” | n1889, Ceneral
Marshal | enlarged the main part toward the west (including the large transverse gable and
the classical entrance porch), added a small wing t othesouth, and added a terrace at the
sout hwest corner. Although stylistically rather sinple, thelsaac Hobbs House occupies

an inmportant place in thedevel opment of Weston and i s a visual |andmark of t he Kendal
Q een area.

As a site occupied since theearlyyears of thel8th century, thelsaac Hobbs property un-
doubtedly contains accunul ated material remains which canprovide a perspective onearly
Arerican donestic |ife not availableinperiod documents. Archaeological remains relating

to thetanning operation carried out during thel18th century on the Hobbs honestead nay
al so be extant.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
111111 m1 Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretafy of State
April 22, 1982
M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper YN MV

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of tlie Interior
Vashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find the follow ng nomnation foms:

Boston - Adans Nervine .Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Grafton - Wllard House and 0 ock Nuseum (state)
Hatfield - The dd M|l Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (I ocal)

Needham- ToMan - Gay House (local)

Neivton - Slade - Hovey House (local) owner objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

Ut on - Know ton Hat Factory (local)

Véston - |saac Hobbs House (I ocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic PreservationOificer. Qaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting
and were afforded the opportunityt ocomment. Corments received to date
are attached to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candace | /nkiji
Regi s tratibnrTDirector
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

G/ ant



