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The Hazard Stevens House is a three-story "Dutch" Colonial Revival design created by
Tocal architect Joseph Wohleb. The house is situated on a three-acre estate which
includes on the north a 2.7-acre lake appropriately named Lake Hazard. The present-day
estate originally formed the core of Cloverfields, a progressive dairy farm established
by General Stevens in 1914 on his father's donation land claim. The imposing residence
sits on a concrete foundation and full basement. The exterior of the farmhouse is
clapboarded and its gambrel roof is covered with asbestos shingles.

On the west side is the main entrance, an open porch fronted by a plain pediment. The
front door is. f]anked by glass s1de]1ghts A11 of the.windows. of. the house have moulded,
projecting. cornJces and dauble-hung sashes, the upper having six panes and the lower
single panes. On the east and’ west sides, the third floor features two opposing quarter
round windows.

The north side faces the lake and offers a view of well-kept .lawns and landscaping. Full-
length porches on the first and second floors are lined with square post, "Chippendale"
railings. French doors open onto the porch from the living room on the first floor and
from the master bedroom on the second. There is a wide shed dormer window centered in

the middle of the house on the third floor.

The east side features square bay windows off the living room and master bedroom. These
_have tripartite window groupings on both stories.

'On the south side the once ample back porch has been replaced by a double garage with a
‘deck railing that matches those on the north elevation. This garage is the only exterior
‘modification. The three second floor windows of the south side abut the frieze board.
There is a large tripartite window on the first floor.

Ample proportions, 1ight and openness characterize the interior of the house. As head
of the Olympia Light and Power Company, Hazard Stevens sought to make his home a
showpiece of electric devices. There are many three-way light switches and outlets which
were novel for their day. '

To the right from a large reception hall is a banquet size dining room with wainscoating;
to the left is the living room with its large Tenino sandstone fireplace, The kitchen
remains similar to the original although some appointments have been altered. There

are back stairs to the second floor from the kitchen. The pantry off the kitchen is
intact but the location of its entryway has been altered since the addition of the garage.

From the reception hall a wide staircase leads up to the second floor where four bedrooms
and a bath open off a spacious hall. The master bedroom has a sandstone fireplace like
that of the living room. The same broad stairs lead up to the third floor which has two
rooms used by General Stevens as a library and office.
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The floors and woodwork are of fir. On the interior all of the windows have
shelved cornices identical to those on the exterior. Al1 the interior doors

are of paneled design. The house has steam heat conducted by ornately designed
radiators. The house recalls the New England heritage of General Hazard Stevens
with its handsome gambrel roofline. In its original setting, complemented as

it was by the large gambrel-roofed barns of Cloverfields, the house befitted its
gentleman farmer-owner.
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1914 BUILDER/ARCHITECT jo5eph Wohleb, architect.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hazard Stevens was party to Some of the most significant events in Washington history.
As the son of the first Territorial Governor, Isaac Stevens, he came to the Washington
Territory in 1854 as a young man of 13. Hazard accompanied his father in parleys with
the Indians and participated in the Indian uprising of 1855-56. He later was'to serve
in the Civil War receiving the Medal of Honor for his gallantry in several battles.
Hazard Stevens was one of the youngest men ever to be brevetted Brigadier General.

After the Civil War, General Stevens returned to the Northwest to contribute in many
capacities to its development. He was appointed agent for the Oregon Steam and Navi-
gation Company at Wallula on the Columbia. In 1868 he was named Collector of Internal
Revenue for Washington Territory and moved with his mother and sisters to Olympia. After
reading law with the Honorable Elwood Evans in Olympia, General Stevens worked as an
attorney for the Northern Pacific Railroad from 1870-1874, acquiring right of way and
platting land along the tracks. When the Northern Pacific terminus was established at
Tacoma, General Stevens helped found the Olympia Railroad Union to connect the Capital
City with the main line.

During this time, General Stevens gained accitaim for being the first, along with P. B.
Van Trump, to reach the summit of Mt. Rainier in August of 1870. President Grant appointe
General Stevens in 1874 to investigate British claims in the San Juan Islands.

In 1875 General Hazard Stevens returned to Boston where he engaged in the practice of law
and was active in local politics. In addition, he wrote numerous historical works
including the definitive biography of his father, Isaac Stevens.

1914 marked General Steven's return to Washington. He set about developing a large tract
of land south of the town of Olympia, Stevens cleared the heavily forested land,
originally part of a land grant given to his father, in 1853. On it he created a model
dairy farm and called it "Cloverfields." 'As the President of the Olympia Light and Power
Company, he promoted the use of electricity in an electrified barn and milking machines.
His 73 Holstein cows were an unknown breed to the local residents and General Stevens

had to assure them that the milk was as good as that from the more familiar Jerseys.

General Stevens constructed a large (50 feet by 100 feet by 70 feet) gambrel-roof barn
and two tile silos, as well as a number of outbuildings. As the crowning touch to
"Cloverfields," Stevens commissioned budding architect Joseph Wohleb in 1914 to design

a large farmhouse. With the completion of the Colonial Revival style house, the farm
presented an imposing and picturesque panorama. The property overlooked a small lake
appropriately named Lake Hazard. Holsteins grazed on the lush clover and angora goats key

the Tawns closely cropped. General Stevens had also laid out an extensive orchard of
fruit trees.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

House and land occupy Parcel No. 0989-00-17000-6, Thurston County.
Lake Hazard occupies Parcel No. 0989-00-54000-0, Thurston County.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Shanna Stevenson N
ORGANIZATION DATE
May, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
712 Carlyon (206) 943-4212
CITY OR TOWN ) STATE
Olympia Washington .

EBISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE_X _ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665]), !
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After General Steven's death in 1918, the farm passed on to his sister Kate Stevens

Bates who, with her husband, ran the farm until it was divided into housing parcels in
the 1930's and 1940's. The Daughters of the Pioneers recognized the historic signifi-
cance of the property as early as 1935 when they encouraged the State to purchase Clover-
fields for use as a park. To the present day, however, the core of the estate has
remained in family ownership. The barns and the dairy building were torn down in 1949
(the site is now occupied by a local high school). The house, however, stands almost
exactly as it was in 1914, except for the addition of a double garage on the south side,
replacing the original back porch. The setting is no longer as panoramic as it once was,
for Carlyon Avenue cuts very close to the house, but the view from the balconies recalls
the earlier, more picturesque landscape. Extensive hedge plantings help to screen the
property from Carlyon Avenue. .

The architect, Joseph Wohleb, went on to become Olympia's most prominent architect,
designing many of the capitol campus buildings, as well as schools, theatres and other
homes in Olympia. Although he is said to have remarked that he made his early mistakes
in designing Cloverfields, the spaciousness and open feeling of the house are a tribute
to his natural talent.

The house is important as a legacy of one of the first families of Olympia and Washington
state. In addition, Cloverfields was a forward looking part of Olympia's agricultural
and commercial 1ife. The house is significant as an early work of Joseph Wohleb, an
architect who went on to shape Olympia's character in his many designs.



