


7. Original owner (if known) Thomas Wentworth Higginson 

Original use_ r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 7 : 
Architectural XX 
The Arts . 'A: XX 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 
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9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

• ' This was the home o f Thomas W. Higginson, an a b o l i t i o n i s t , 
reformer, and author, who was born i n Cambridge i n 182 3 
and graduated from Harvard College at the age o f seventeen. 
A f t e r several years spent teaching, he graduated from 
Harvard D i v i n i t y School i n 184 7 and s t a r t e d a career as 
a U n i t a r i a n m i n i s t e r . E v e n t u a l l y , Higginson became a 
lea d i n g proponent o f women's suf f r a g e and the a b o l i t i o n 
o f s l a v e r y . He wrote numerous a r t i c l e s and was an e a r l y 
c o n t r i b u t o r t o the A t l a n t i c Monthly, and was a commander 
of the f i r s t Black regiment xn the Union Army during 
the C i v i l War. Although Higginson a s p i r e d t o be a poet, 
he i s b e t t e r known f o r h i s discovery and encouragement 
o f Emily Dickinson than f o r h i s own w r i t i n g s . He l i v e d i n 
the house from 1880 until his death in 1911. AZ 

While the house i s b a s i c a l l y a modeSt Queen Anne 
s t y l e , i t i s notable i n t h a t i t has moved completely beyond 
the S t i c k S t y l e t o include picturesque features and s h i n g l e s . 
The l a t t i c e d a rch, curved pedimental r e l i e f , steep p i t c h and 
bracket supports of the entrance porch are a l l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
o f the Queen Anne s t y l e . The e n t i r e second f l o o r and gable 
are shingled. The house has been documented by the H i s t o r i c 
American B u i l d i n g s Survey CHABS). 
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