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Name of Property 

Essex, MA 
County and State 

5. C l a s s i f i r a t i n n 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_xprivate 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

_ building(s) 
.^district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Q/a 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

15 

Noncontributing 

j .building 

sites 

JL5_ 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

266 original Salem Common HP 

6- Fun r . t i nn n r U s e 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

P Q M E S T I C : single, mult ip le dwel l ing  

C O M M F R C E / T R A P F - special ty store 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

PQMESTIC: single, multiple dwelling 

COMMFRCF/TRADF- specialty store 

7. nesnr ipt inn 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate 
Greek Revival 

Second Fmpire 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone 

walls wood 

synthetics 

roof. asphalt 

other. wood 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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7. Description 

Architectural Classification (continued): 

Federal 
Queen Anne 

Materials (continued): 

walls: brick 
roof: slate 

The Salem Common Historic District, as extended by this boundary increase, includes 282 
properties located in the neighborhood surrounding the Salem Common in the eastem part of the 
city. A total of 266 contributing properties were included in the district when it was initially 
listed in 1976. This amendment adds 16 (one non-contributing) properties on the north end of 
Pleasant Street, properties which reflect the original district's period of construction and for the 
most part, the high architectural quality which predominates in the original district. These well-
preserved residential properties are similar in period, style, and scale to those in the original 
district. 

Buildings in the existing Salem Common Historic District are largely residential, although other 
uses are present in small numbers. Within the district there are two churches, a cemetery, a home 
for the aged, jail, several museums, several commercial concerns including a hotel and funeral 
home, monuments, and a large park. The district includes several houses dating from the 1 
century and the early 18"" century as well as examples of a wide range of architectural styles 
including the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Second Empire, Italianate, 
Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival. Today, the Salem Common Historic District continues to 
exhibit a strong sense of integrity. Most buildings are in a good state of preservation, retaining 
important details and character from each period represented. Some of the buildings have been 
rehabilitated over the past twenty-five years. Others remain largely intact, although some are in 
need of maintenance. In general, alterations have been minimal, typically limited to replacement 
of windows, the application of artificial siding, and small side or rear additions. Changes 

(continued) 
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occurring within the district since 1976 include the demolition of the Salem Armory, a fire which 
seriously damaged the jailer's house on St. Peter's Street and the conversion of the former 
Phillips and Bentley schools to residential use. 

With the exception of several buildings near Bridge Street, the properties within the boundary 
increase area are residential in use. The George Pierson House. 5 Pleasant Street (by 1869, MHC 
#3148) was converted to commercial use about 1960. The adjacent single-story building at 3 
Pleasant Street has served commercial purposes since the early 20th century. The building at 8 
Pleasant Street (ca. 1820, MHC #3159) was used as a grocery store in the late 19th and early 20th 
century but is now a residence. 

The oldest building within the boundary increase area is the John Rhodes House. 10 Pleasant 
Street (ca.I809, MHC #3158), a typical example of the two-story, five-bay gambrel-roofed 
dwelling which was a common house form in the neighborhood in the Federal period. The center 
entry is flanked by sidelights and a transom with an entablatured door surround although the 
original windows have been replaced by 1/1 sash. An offset gambrel-roofed wing extends to the 
west. The exact date of the house at 8 Pleasant Street (ca. 1820, MHC #3159) is not known 
although the massing of its narrow gable end appears to date it to the early 19th century. The 
building was originally part of the Isaac Smith House property at 121 Bridge Street (MHC 
#3160) but in the late 19th and early 20th century was used as a grocery store. Originally set 
with its broad side set close to the road, the building was apparently turned to its present location 
after 1911. Alterations to the building include the construction of two-story bay windows on the 
narrow gable end and the north elevation, separated by a two-story porch at the northeast comer, 
supported by Roman Doric columns. 

The David Lord Double House. 23-25 Pleasant Street (1825-6, MHC #3165) is a well preserved 
21/2 -story dwelling with a five-bay, symmetrically-arranged facade. The house displays flush 
roof eaves and eave returns in the gable ends. Sheathed in new clapboards, the house has a rear 
ell. The recessed center entry is Greek Revival in style and displays sidelights, a transom, 
cornerblock moldings and rounded pilasters supporting an entablature. The openings are notable 
for retaining the original 6/6 sash with molded surrounds. It is believed that the northern half of 
this house was moved to this location in 1825 by housewright David Lord, who built the southern 
half the following year. 

A much-altered example of the Greek Revival style is the house at 16 Pleasant Street (cl830, 
MHC #3156), a 2/2 story dwelling set with its narrow gable end to the street. Formerly centered 
on a five-bay wide facade, the trabeated entrance is largely obscured by a projecting 20th century 

(continued) 
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addition. The John Cook House. 14 Pleasant Street (1845, MHC #3157) is a 2'/2 story dwelling 
with a recessed sidehall entry and a second entry with a wide, columned portico located on the 
south side. Most of the Greek Revival-style detailing is concentrated in the main entrance, which 
displays sidelights, transom lights, incised pilasters and an entablature decorated by guttae. Later 
alterations to the house include a two-story, bay window at the southeast corner and the 6/1 
windows which date to the early 20th century. 

Within the boundary increase area there are two examples of the Second Empire style. The 
Abraham Towle House. 15 Pleasant Street (1864-6, MHC #3153) is a small single-story cottage 
capped by a hip-on-mansard roof which is covered in wood shingles. The building is sheathed in 
vinyl siding but retains character-defining features including a projecting bay window on the 
facade and a side porch supported by chamfered posts. The Daniel Henderson Double House. 
19-21 Pleasant Street (1869-1872, MHC #3175) is a larger, two-story, 3 x 4-bay dwelling capped 
by a polychromatic slate-covered mansard roof which incorporates floral designs. The recessed, 
double-doored entrance is capped by a door hood supported by decorative consoles with 
pendants and surmounted by a bay window. Most of the 2/2 windows on the vinyl-covered 
house have been replaced by 1/1 sash. 

Examples of the Italianate style are the most numerous within the expansion area and include 
both side-gabled and gable-front house types. The George Pierson House. 5 Pleasant Street (by 
1869, MHC #3148) is a two-story, side-gabled dwelling with a distinctive gable wall dormer 
centered on the three-bay facade. The single-story front porch is supported by chamfered posts 
and shelters a transommed front door. The projecting eaves are decorated by paired brackets 
although any other details such as pilasters were probably removed for the application of the 
wide siding. Other alterations include the insertion of large first floor picture windows. The 
James Fairfield House. 13 Pleasant Street (1869, MHC #3152) is a 2'/2 story, 3 x 2-bay dwelling 
which also possesses a number of details characteristic of the Italianate style. Fronted by a low 
granite stoop, the center entrance is capped by a flat door hood supported by large brackets, 
above which is a rectangular bay window. Both the bay window and the projecting eaves are 
decorated by paired brackets. The first floor windows display caps with paired brackets while 
the second story windows have drip cap moldings. Alterations to the house are minor and 
include the wood-shingled exterior and the replacement of the original double doors. The 
William F. Luscomb House. 9 Pleasant Street (1860, MHC #3150) is another VA story, 3 x 2-bay 
dwelling but unlike the previous two houses, is oriented with its gable end to the street and its 
hooded entrance centered on the north elevation. A two-story, three-sided bay window decorated 
by a dentil course, faces the street. The dwelling is now sheathed in vinyl siding and the original 

(continued) 
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windows have been replaced by modern 6/6 sash. Within the expansion area there are two 
examples of gablefront Italianate-style dwellings. The Charles H. Fifield House. 17 Pleasant 
Street (1878, MHC #3174) is a 2/2 story dwelling sheathed in aluminum siding, but retains its 
slate roof. The sidehall entrance on the three-bay facade has a flat door hood decorated by 
pendants and brackets. Above the entrance is a three-sided bay window. The most distinctive 
feature on the house is its variety of window lintels which include peaked, shelf, rounded and 
hooded peak designs. A far more spartan gablefront dwelling is the George Warren Property. 11 
Pleasant Street (ca. 1874, MHC #3151) which displays a two-bay gablefront with decoration 
limited to a flat-roofed door hood supported by brackets with pendants. 

The Mary J. Pierson House. 7/2 Pleasant Street (1889, MHC #3149) is a well-preserved example 
of the Queen Anne style. Built on a cross-gable plan, the house combines wood clapboards with 
bands of decorative shingles between the stories and at the tops of the gables. Other period 
details including a two-story bay window with a shingled apron, a side porch with turned posts, 
paired brackets and incised Eastlake-style detailing. Within the expansion area, other houses 
including 8 Pleasant Street saw the addition of two-story bay windows. 

The last dwelling to be constructed within the expansion area is the Hardy Chapman Double 
House. 12 Pleasant Street (1909, MHC #3377). The 2'/2 story, wood-shingled double house was 
apparently built on the site of an earlier dwelling. Projecting from the gablefront is a three-sided 
bay window, adjacent to a single-story entrance porch, supported by Doric columns. The dual 
entrances retain their original oval-glassed doors. 

The non-contributing single-story building at 3 Pleasant Street may very well date to the early 
20th century although its present appearance, including the brick veneer, is the result of ca.l960 
alterations. 

Archaeological Description 

While Ancient Native American resources have not been identified in the Salem Common 
Historic District (Boundary Increase) area, sites may be present. Twenty-seven recorded sites 
have been identified in the general area (within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the 
district indicate the presence of several locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, distance to 
wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of ancient sites. The district currently lies 
in an area classified as urban land deposits where natural soil characteristics have been obscured 
by urban development. Overall characteristics of the general locale and historical sources, 
however, indicate that at least part of the boundary increase area may have been a well-drained 

(continued) 
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and marshy portion of an outwash plain. Land surfaces are level to moderately sloped in close 
proximity to wetlands. Collins Cove lies less than 1000 feet east of the nominated area and the 
North River approximately 1000 feet to the northwest. The North River and Collins Cove are 
part of a marine related ecosystem that would have provided a variety of floral and faunal 
resources important to Native Americans. Ancient Native American sites have been identified in 
the Downtown Salem and Salem Neck locale since early in the 19"" century. For most recorded 
sites, temporal and cultural affiliations are unknown, although examples from the Late Archaic 
through Late Woodland periods are represented. Documented site types in the area include lithic 
scatters, shell middens, burials and single artifact finds. Given the above information, a low to 
moderate potential exists for locating intact ancient Native American resources within the 
boundary increase area. While various forms of urban development would have an adverse 
impact on most resources that may have been present, some resources including burials and 
buried sites may survive due to their deeper stratigraphic location. 

A high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources in the boundary increase 
area though much of that potential remains to be documented. While the earliest extant building 
in the boundary increase area is the John Rhodes House (ca. 1809) at 10 Pleasant Street, potential 
historic archaeological sites in the area may date from the 17"' through 20 centuries. The 
location of the nominated area between the reported sites of the Old Planter's settlement on the 
southern shore of the North River and later focus of 17"" century settlement to the southwest 
along Washington Street indicate some potential for the recovery of early residences and 
farmsteads including bams, outbuildings and occupational related features associated with 
Salem's early settlement. The potential for locating 17"̂  century structures in the boundary 
increase are is supported by the presence of extant 17"' century structures elsewhere in the Salem 
Common Historic District. Historic site potential increases in the boundary increase area and in 
the entire district during the 1S"" century as Salem grew as a major seaport and residential areas 
expanded. The location of the boundary increase area and entire district inland from the coast 
reduces and/or eliminates the potential for many types of sites directly related to fishing, 
maritime commerce and related trades making residential sites and potential business related 
activities conducted at homes the primary potential resource types. The extension of Pleasant 
Street to Bridge Street (1792) late in the period may indicate the potential for recovering 
agricultural related resources in the boundary increase area relatively late as other downtown 
areas were already residential. During the 19"̂  century, residential sites and small businesses 
continue to characterize potential archaeological sites in the boundary increase and district 
locale, although few sites from this period have also been identified. Archaeological evidence of 
outbuildings and occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with extant 
buildings and buildings that survive as archaeological sites represent potentially important 

(continued) 
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resource types in the boundary increase and district area. The presence and importance of these 
features has been documented.at the extant Narbonne House located within the Salem Common 
Historic District. Numerous outbuildings, occupational related features and over 30 areas of 
trash deposition were identified in the back yard of that house. 

(end) 
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our history. 
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_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
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_ 8 removed from its original location. 
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_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Consistent with the existing district, the Salem Common Historic District (Boundary Increase) is 
significant as an integral part of one of the centers of Salem's early development and for 
retaining classic examples of architectural styles spanning more than two centuries. The period 
of significance for the district expansion is 1725-1920. The district is significant on the local 
level and meets Criteria A and C for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Salem Common Historic District reflects Salem's rich history including the early fishing 
days, the development of foreign trade, the Revolutionary War, the opening of commerce with 
the Orient, the architectural results of Salem's transformation into an industrial and 
manufacturing community after the middle of the 19th century and includes the homes of 
noteworthy merchants, statesmen, and literary figures as well as members of the middle class and 
worker housing. 

Pleasant Street was extended in 1796 to Bridge Street; the southern portion of the street fronting 
the Common had existed previously. Many of those who settled in the area had a connection to 
maritime-related endeavors. Among the mariners who were attracted to the area was John 
Rhodes, who had the house at 10 Pleasant Street built in 1809, apparently as a rental property 
with tenants including sailors and ropemakers. In 1849 the property was purchased by Captain 
Isaac Needham Chapman, master-mariner. John Cook, a ropemaker, had the house at 14 Pleasant 
Street built in 1845. 

A number of men working in the building trades also settled in the neighborhood in the mid 19th 
century. It is believed that the northern half of the house at 23-25 Pleasant Street was moved to 
this location in 1825 by housewright David Lord, who built the southern half the following year. 
William Luscomb, the son of Captain John C. Luscomb and a carpenter by trade, built a house at 
9 Pleasant Street in the 1860s. James Fairfield, also a carpenter, built a house at 13 Pleasant 
Street for his own use in 1869 shortly after Abraham Towle constructed himself a house at 15 
Pleasant Street in the mid 1860s, adjacent to his carpenter shop at 1 Webster Street. The original 
owner of 5 Pleasant Street, George Pierson, served as the City Postmaster. Directories indicate 
that Daniel Henderson, the original owner of 19-21 Pleasant Street, was employed as a painter. 
The house next door at 17 Pleasant Street was built for Charles Fifield in 1878. Fifield was one 
of the owners of Frothingham & Fifield's, a store on Front Street selling stoves and tinware. 

(continued) 
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Over the years, a number of small neighborhood stores were established to meet the needs of 
nearby residents. The building at 8 Pleasant Street housed a grocery store in the late 19th and 
early 20th century, which was operated in the 1880s by G.L. Hodgkins and from the 1890s to at 
least 1910 by George Warren, who lived at 11 Pleasant Street. The store operated under the 
name of Warren & Carey in the early 20th century. 

Occupants of the building at 3 Pleasant Street included a bakery from 1900 until the 1930s. The 
other half of the building was occupied by Warren & Carey's fish market in 1900. O.W. Carey 
served as proprietor of the fish store in 1910 and by 1920 it is listed as a grocery store. The First 
National grocery store chain and a baker occupied the building from the late 1920s into the 
1950s. 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, families with long-time connections to the neighborhood 
built several new houses. The house at 7/4 Pleasant Street was constructed in 1889 for Mary J. 
Pierson, widow of George Pierson who had built the house next door in the late 1860s. The 
double house at 12 Pleasant Street was constructed for Hardy Chapman in 1909. Hardy 
Chapman, an upholsterer, was a descendant of Capt. Isaac Chapman who had purchased the 
house at 10 Pleasant Street in 1849 and which the Chapman family continued to own until 1957. 

The building at 3 Pleasant Street was first occupied by George and Charles Landry's upholstery 
shop in 1947. About 1960, the operation expanded to include the dwelling next door at 5 
Pleasant Street. The building at 3 Pleasant Street was probably given a new brick veneer at that 
time. In the 1980s, the store was expanded to include rugs and furniture, in addition to 
upholstery, and is still in operation today under the name of Landry & Arcari. 

Archaeological Significance 

Although several ancient Native American sites have been recorded in the Salem area, few sites 
have been systematically studied making inter and intra site comparisons difficult to make. As a 
result, much of our knowledge of the area's ancient Native American history focuses on the 
environmental characteristics of sites and information from other locales often with little actual 
cultural information. Any ancient sites that survive in the boundary increase area may contribute 
substantive information that contribute to research topics including the subsistence and 
settlement of the coastal region of southern Essex County and the effects of sea level rise on 
those activities. Recent professional studies of ancient Native American sites in the Salem Neck 

(continued) 
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area indicate several of the known sites in this locale are significant and have been listed on the 
National Register as part of the Salem Neck/Winter Island Archaeological District. 

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to document a wide range 
of poorly documented activities associated with Salem's settlement and economic growth in the 
17"', 18"* and 19"" centuries. Additional documentary research and environmental reconstruction 
combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate additional examples of Salem's \ l ' ^ 
century settlement in the boundary increase and overall Salem Common Historic District area. 
Extant structures dating from this period are known to exist in that portion of the Salem Common 
District previously listed, however, much of our knowledge about the activities at those 
properties dates to later periods of the structures occupancy. Archaeological features associated 
with 17"̂  century settlement at archaeological sites and extant structures are rare and when 
present often yield limited cultural remains compared to later periods. Any information that can 
be gained relating to the district/town's early settlement period would be highly significant. 
Structural evidence of residences, barns and outbuildings may help identify the point that 
subsistence agriculture ceased to characterize the economy of the early settlement in Salem and 
its replacement during later 18"' and 19"' century periods. Structural evidence from barns and 
outbuildings can also identify the range of activities needed to support a predominantly 
residential home. Archaeological research at the Narbonne House, within the previously listed 
Salem Common District, has demonstrated a range of domestic activities important in the 
maintenance of that household. Detailed analysis of the contents from occupational related 
features may also contribute important information relating to the social, cultural and economic 
activities that occurred in extant structures and at archaeological sites throughout the district's 
period of settlement. The analysis of contents from privies, sometimes later used as trash 
deposits may contain information that documents the local influence of Salem's participation in 
regional and international trades and later transformation into an industrial and manufacturing 
community after the middle of the 19* century. Archaeological information obtained from 
occupational related features may also contribute evidence that some maritime related activities 
believed to be conducted at more waterfront locales were also conducted in residential areas. 
Many home based manufacturing activities may have originally supplemented agricultural 
incomes or other maritime based incomes such as fishing or coastwise commerce. Documentary 
sources combined with the analysis of occupational related features may also contribute 
important information indicating how life in Salem differed for many different members of the 
community. Historical evidence exists that the Salem Common Historic District included the 

(continued) 
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homes of noteworthy merchants, statesmen and literary figures as well as members of the middle 
and working class. Archaeological evidence may exist that detail the lifestyles of these socio­
economic groups and their relative prosperity as a result of Salem's local, regional and 
international importance through time. 

(end) 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the Salem Common Historic District Boundary Increase are delineated with a 
bold line of the attached map (City of Salem Map #36). 

Boundary Justification 

Revised boundaries for the Salem Common Historic District were selected to include a 
concentration of residential dwellings on Pleasant Street, contiguous to the existing district, 
which were felt to be consistent with the original district's period of construction, architectural 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographer: Lisa Mausolf, June 2001 
Negatives: at City of Salem offices 

1. 1-9 Pleasant Street, looking N 
2. 9-15 Pleasant Street, looking N from Webster Street 
3. 13-21 Pleasant Street, looking S 
4. 17-21 Pleasant Street, looking SE from Webster Street 
5. 14-8 Pleasant Street, looking S 
6. 16-8 Pleasant Street, looking NW from Webster Street 
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19-21 Pleasant St. 1869-1872 Second Empire B c 

15 36-458 3165 David Lord Double House 23-25 Pleasant St. 1825-6 Federal/Greek Revival B c 
16 36-458 Garage 23-25 Pleasant 

Street 
C1920 B c 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

May 17, 2002 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Salem Common Historic District Boundary Extension, Salem (Essex), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in this Certified Local 
Government community district were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 
90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

f ^ d ^ i^dMU^LQASjy 
Betsy Friedberg 0 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Lance Kasparian, Salem Historical Commission 
Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant 
Hon. Stanley Usovicz, Jr., Mayor, City of Salem 
Jane Guy, Salem CLG Coordinator, Dept. of Planning 

and Community Development 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/ mhc 


