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-"^own Springfield 

1̂- Address 1628-40 Main Stpectr 

H i s t o r i c Name 

Patton and Loomis Blockj^r^, 

Ownership: Private individual Original Owner: William Patton, C.L. 
Loomis 

Use: Present 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locat i o n i n r e l a t i o n 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n . 
Indicate north. 

game 

Original Comnej^cial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1864, 1909 facade 

Source Springfield Republican 

Style Early 20th c. Commercial 

Architect J.M. Currier (original) 

Exterior w a l l f a b r i c brick, stucco 

Outbuildings 

Major al t e r a t i o n s (with dates) 

new facade - 1909 

new storefronts - c. 1950's 

Moved no Date 

less than one acre Approx. acreage 

Setting Sits d i r e c t l y on st r e e t l i n e 

as corner building i n a cohesive block 

of s i m i l a r l y - scaled commercial structurt 

UTM Reference: 18/698920/4663910 
Springfield South Quadrangle 
Assessor's Map #304 /n*. i„ ...AA-*-- u^v^^ 

(Staple addit i o n a l sheets herej 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community.) \ , 

The Patton and Loomis Block meets C r i t e r i a A, B and C. I t was erected as a commercial 
block i n the 1860's and continued i n that capacity through i t s two major periods of 
significance, the 1864 -80's and 1909- 1920 periods, two boom periods for the downtown. 
I t i s associated with the liv e s of two prominent Springfield developers, William Patton 
and Frank L. Dunlap and i s a major structure representative of t h e i r real estate roles i n 
downtown's development. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i l l u s t r a t e s an important trend of updating 
e a r l i e r blocks to f i t a new image as Springfield continued to expand i t s commercial 

(Continuation Page) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played i n l o c a l or state 
history and how the bui l d i n g relates to the development of the community.) 

The Patton and Loomis Block contributes to the downtown's role as a growing commercial 
center during two expansion periods: the 1860-80's and 1900-1910's. During both eras 
i t housed a variety of prestigious local stores and o f f i c e s which valued the prime • 
location i n the heart of the commercial d i s t r i c t and dose to the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , 
which during each era was a new structure close by w i t h i n the North Blocks area. 

I t i s associated with William Patton, an important local real estate developer who 
was one of Springfield's most successful businessmen i n the l a t e 19th century. He 
came to Springfield i n the 1840's and pioneered i n the s e l l i n g of "Yankee notions", 
small wares of many types. He sent his agents throughout the r u r a l countryside of 
western Massachusetts and Vermont, making use of the newly-built r a i l r o a d system. 
The business was very successful, enabling him to b u i l d t h i s block i n collaboration 
with C.L. Loomis, a cigar manufacturer. The o r i g i n a l building was designed by J.M. 
Currier, a leading local architect of commercial blocks, factories and residences i n 
the second h a l f of the 19th century. The block housed stores at grade, including 
Patton's notion shop. Patton's off i c e s at the second story, a commercial college on 
the t h i r d f l o o r anfl a 40-foot h a l l and gymnasium on the fourth f l o o r . Patton continued 
to expand his real estate holdings i n the 1870's, both of downtown commercial and 
North End r e s i d e n t i a l properties. Patton Street was named for him. Patton remained 
active i n c i t y a f f a i r s , serving several terms on the Board of Aldermen and as chairman 
of the Democratic City Committee. In 1883, he was an incorporator of the Hampden 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He remained active in real estate development u n t i l 
his death i n 1898, at which time he was considered one of the c i t y ' s wealthiest 
businessmen. 

The building's second period of development was due to Frank L. Dunlap who purchased 
the building and spent $15,000 for the 1909 facade remodelling. F.L. Dunlap came to 
the c i t y i n 1902 and 30 years'after at the time of his death was described as "one of 
Springfield's outstanding r e a l estate developers and one of the largest property 
holders i n the c i t y . " He was very actively involved i n the second (Continuation Page) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

growth i n the early 20th century. 

The Patton and Loomis Block i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a good example of the trend which occurred 
i n the downtown between 1905 and 1915 of updating older commercial blocks as prime 
locations by giving them new facades i n the more popular commercial style of t h i s era. 
The stucco facade i s four bays wide and wraps around the north corner of Hair^iden Street. 
I t features large paired windows set between p i l a s t e r s which r i s e the f u l l b uilding height 
and are capped by elaborate classical decorations and a brick parapet. The remainder of 
the Hampden Street facade retains the o r i g i n a l 1864 treatment of narrow windows with 
stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s , presenting an excellent visual juxtaposition of the two phases 
of design. 

The building has undergone minimal a l t e r a t i o n since i t s 1909 redesign. The unsympathetic 
glass and aluminum storefronts of c. 1950's vintage w i l l be replaced by more appropriate 
period storefronts based on early photographs as part of a new owner's renovation plan. 

The facade retains i t s i n t e g r i t y as a good example of an early 20th century commercial 
style renovation while the side and rear elevations largely r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
1864 appearance. The building retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association, a l l w i t h i n the context of i t s two periods of 
construction and h i s t o r i c a l iitportance. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

downtown boom period from 1900-1920 and was instrumental i n remodelling the Massasoit 
Hotel and locating the Paramount Theater (Julia Sanderson Theater - N.R.) and U.S. 
Post Office at t h e i r prominent North Blocks s i t e s , both of which continued to insure 
the v i t a l i t y of t h i s area for commercial development. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Patton and Loomis Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
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owner objection 
appeal 
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Fed. Reg. Date:.^ 
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Reviewer 
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Date 

aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: 
tectinical corrections cited below 

_ s u b 8 t a n t i v e reasons discussed below 
1. Name 
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3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 
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summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

imimtn 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
appl icable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
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other 
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Other 
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