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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildingswithin comunity.) \

The Patton and Loomi s Block neets Criteria A Band C | tws erected as a comercial
block inthe 1860's and continued in that capacity through itstw major periods of
significance, the 1864 -80's and 1909- 1920 periods, two boomperiods for the downtown.
It is associated with the lives of two promnent Springfield developers, W IIliam Patton
and Frank L. Dunlap and is a major structure representative of their real estate roles in
downt own' s devel opment. Architecturally, i tillustrates an important trend of updating
earlier blocks to fit a new image as Springfield continued to expand it s comerci al
(Continuation Page)

H STCRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opment of the community.)

The Patton and Loomis Block contributesto the downtown's role as a growing comercial
center during two expansion periods: the 1860-80's and 1900-1910's. During both eras
it housed a variety of prestigiouslocal stores and offices which valued the prime .
location in the heart of the comercial district and dose to the railroad station,
which during each era was a new structure close by within the North Blocks area.

It is associated with W lliamPatton, an important local real estate developer who

was one of Springfield snmost successful businessmen inthe late 19th century. H
cane to Springfield inthe 1840's and pioneered in the selling of "Yankee notions",
smal | wares of many types. H sent his agents throughout the rural countryside of
western Massachusetts and Vernont, nmaking use of the newl y-builtrailroad system

The business was very successful, enabling him to build this block in collaboration
with CL  Loomis, a cigar manufacturer. The original building was designed by JM
Currier, a leading local architect of commercial blocks, factories and residences in
the second half of the 19th century. The block housed stores at grade, including
Patton's notion shop. Patton's offices at the second story, a conmmercial college on
the third floor anfl a 40-foot hall and gymmasiumon the fourth floor. Patton continued
to expand his real estate holdings inthe 1870's, both of downtown commercial and
North End residential properties. Patton Street was naned for him Patton remained
active incity affairs, serving several ternms on the Board of Aldermen and as chairman
of the Denocratic City Committee. In 1883, he was an incorporator of the Hanpden
Mitual Fire Insurance Conpany. H remained active in real estate devel opment until
his death in 1898, at which time he was considered one of the city's wealthiest

busi nessnen.

The building's second period of devel opment was due to Frank L. Dunlap who purchased
the building and spent $15,000 for the 1909 facade remodelling. FL Dunlap came to
the city in 1902 and 30 years'after at the time of his death was described as "one of
Springfield s outstanding real estate developers and one of the largest property
holders inthe city." H was very actively involved inthe second (Continuation Page)
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ARCH TECTURAL SI OGN FI CANCE (cont ' d)
growth inthe early 20th century.

The Patton and Loonmis Block is significant as a good exanple of the trend which occurred
in the downtown between 1905 and 1915 of updating ol der commercial blocks as prinme
locations by giving them new facades i n the nore popular commercial style of this era.

The stucco facade is four bays wide andwaps around the north corner of Hair*iden Street.
It features large paired windows set between pilasters which rise the full building height
and are capped by el aborate classical decorations anda brick parapet. The remainder of
the Hanpden Street facade retains the original 1864 treatment of narrow w ndows with
stone lintels andsills, presenting anexcellent visual juxtaposition of the twophases

of design.

The building has undergone mnimal alteration since its 1909redesign. The unsynmpathetic
glass and alumi num storefronts of c. 1950's vintage will be replaced by nore appropriate
period storefronts based on early photographs as part of a newowner's renovation plan.

The facade retains itsintegrity as a good exanple of an early 20th century commerci al
style renovation while the side andrear elevations largely retain their original

1864 appearance. The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling andassociation, all within the context of i tstw periods of
construction andhistorical iitportance.

H STCRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont' d)
downt own boomperiod from 1900-1920 andwas instrumental i n remodelling the Massasoit
Hotel andlocating the Paranount Theater (Julia Sanderson Theater - NR) and US

Post Office at their promnent North Blocks sites, both of which continued t oinsure
the vitality of this area for comercial devel opment.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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