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Bl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE--CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
LPREHrSTORfC; ^A:RCH|OLOGY-PREHISTORIC ^COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE____RELIGioN

-1400-1499 —————ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW %v? .^SCIENCE ^ /

-1500-1599 ^ ^AGRICULTURE ' - ^.ECONOMICS r " —LITERATURE^ —SCULPTURE

-r-^ftCHITECTURE ^ 2LEDUCATIOW —MILITARY ;,,: XsOCIAL/HUMANITARlAN

-;- ^Affc- ! —ENGINEERING _(Wllfeld/U^4 ' ':: • : : : :, ;-^]^'\ ;-?i_THEATER.'"' : " :-U'^'^ -

JLcoMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT v ^phft^opHY _TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ; ^POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _4DTHER (SPECJCYV

"' ; " ; ' -.- ..".'.''.'.'••"• : - -—INVENTION- ' . '.'.,,;. :',:;:: ^-•'•J-' ' :' :'"' ' V'- "'• . : ' ,'"

SPECIBieiDAtES lQ (0 3

STAf EM EiSIT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Homes^e4d^ija^ .of l America was authorized ^i^jfelia^Law 7^-^80, ^i-gned on 
March -j-fs, 19^1, ^0:1$^ legisla^©ri^^0Lt;€s j^t^ ,

^^%^3^o^^ to:, retain* fbr^pogter£-by a prt>pfer jaeirtf r^iiS: ' -
^^ ^^ lifje |in^pju^' ^

ciiItiTratlon , and civiliJza%i<3n ,<af; tfre ^
is rjepres^r^ajfelLive q^ an<| memorial; 1X>-^ Jtlie spread of •,jt^;;:^erd<i|^ -• 
con^heiil'^ VI1; ispminemorjates th^
measure &:f^i^;;en^ tne population of the ;I3hit^d Sfeatfes by small f rejehplders> 
preserves i^fifefcSa^ti it s ^boundaries a representative sample pf the land the l^oiieer 
f aped and ^ro^ht under ctiltivati on. It evokes Icioth ttoe ad^rance and vbhe passing of the 
frontier l^ak marked the -growth of American agrarian culture f^s^

lanid ̂ -cpmplising the mon-ument is one ©f the first l60--aGre claims eirbei^ed and 
sijbs;eqijLeritly patent ed^ under the Homestead Act of :l86;2^, a landmark
intended;: to? further the /ideal that the public domain should pass into; fjhe;,hands of small 
farmers^ '-- ;ln /fact, it Is/ rfehe hoi^ over j^^l-^,st century: 
as "being the ̂ very ̂ fjlrs^t.* ; ; Hcwreirer^ the existence of vsepara^e ̂ /.re/cord .l^ofe^fp^j each land 
of f iee; ii$eansd that ijite ̂ coiifiic ̂ ting claims of ;who filed the - ' "Fir s t" .hbm^sije^d^si^^i c;ati ©5h 
cannot b:e: res^dlvedvp Daniel freeman , Mio L filed here^ held ^patent No. 1^ ̂ ^; 
page^Ht o;f cthie .< record ^oojfes /o^ t|ae ?row^^ since lie 
applieant ai th^ took effect on; January i , 1863:, ^e'n/the, law 
came irrto;- fb^ce> ^$mil:ar claims /have- been made; for pa^lon Gore^ 
a,^ few others i "toiere were 30' entries made at vseribus" lartd rdf f i<ies von

Between 186^ and 1936, the Freeman .family put> the land tp eultivatfon and grazing, and 
cofestrueted. Several fences,, housjes^ outbuildings, and other structures. By 193^i few, 
if ahyi^of ̂ feitcisjes s/fcriie^ures siarvinmdi Since 19^-0, the National Park Service hasv :, / > 
ei^avorep t^lrestore th& l^jad within the ^ai^: to 4ts naMaal appearance^hen Freeman v 
filed hisr claims That biological restoration is nearly Vic6|Qplete; the' paiPkNstgain consists 
o£ about 9& acres of pJ^rie grassland: bxjrdeftedTfby hea^^wpods, al@ng -Cub €|"eek. ; A few ;N 
trees ;^urviv.e with^ thos;e^ pl|iji^,d;b3r; th^ 
y^^i^ oj^ the^r ;h^ of vOsag|-0range: (he^g^v "applet bois: : 
d^are) aIsp-eu^s across the grassland. v ^ •• :: ^r^f r ; - /

In a:;small, detached, area % :m^ie f^^ headq;uarters is the; ̂ Freelian School; 
the ^es^^sTEtryiyihg e3i[ajttple of a^pne-^ropm sch:6ol in Nebraska^ / It was Isuilt "by. Freeman 
and^Ms ^<^g^ors;; ?t^ open i^il^ 1967^^^^^^^^ ^
of the^^i^sv ©;^J^ also. thgSf o^tms, in -the late: S:89C|sv o? ; 
note^opfjny^ civil liberties e^ sued-s1i(2;eessfuiiy to halt; 
instruction -in the; school v ••"•• v ; ' v- -N:/'-- ̂ -v..^^;; : ., .;. ..-.:.; ;.':;- .:;&>* :'r ;: ,- ; ;" :' ; v :.-.•.
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