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‘ , g , : tory he: Homestead: Act_ and other ,
measures that encouraged the populatlon of the Unlted States by small freeholders.' It

fpreserves hin its’ boundarres a representatlve sample of ‘the land the p1oneer farmers%f
faced and brought under cultivation. It evokes both the advance and the passing’ ‘of the
frontler that marked the growth of Amer:l.can agrarlan culture fer some four centuries.

_The land comp;/'lng the monument is one of the f1rst 160-acré clalms entered and R
subsequently patented under the Homestead Act of- 1862 a: landmark piece of leglslatlon
_1ntend d;tO‘further the ideal that the public domaln should pass into’ the hands of small
- farmers.  In- fact, it is ‘the homestead most - promlnently promoted over 't} last century ‘
-as belng the- very stl However, the existence of separate record bool :
“office means that % e'confllctlng clalms of ‘who~ flled the<"f1rst" homes;

Dpage: 1 of the record books of the Brownv1lle Nebr., LandrOff1ce, s1nce he WaS;they s
appllcant at that. offlce and ‘his: entry took effect on' January 1, 1863, When é;the law o

came-into: force* S“z.;mllar clalms have been made for Mahlon Gore of Vermllllo
ﬂ_a few others. 3

Between 1867 and 1936 the Freeman famlly put/ the land to cultlvation and grazing, and G
,constructed ‘Several fences, houses, outbulldlngs, and other strﬂctures._ By 1936, few,

1i: ? e structures. survived: Since 19110 the N :Lonal Park Serv1ce has
endeavorex.te- estore the land within the park to ¥ts n
“filed hi claimi - That biclogical restoratlon is nearly
of about )0 acres of prairie grassland bordered‘*by heavy
. trees survive: within ‘the :grassland, rema1n1ng from those
verious of their- ‘houses. A century—old fence row of 088
'd'arc) also cuts across the grassland

In a small detached area % mlle from,the monument headquarters is: the Freeman‘School
the hest «--surv1v:|.ng example of »a*-one-—room school in Nebraska. - It waS“bu:th by Freeman :

noteworthy c1v1l llbe.:IeS case 1n whlch Freeman sued s _cessfulky to halt‘rellgkaus
'~1nstructlon in the school : . : . . :
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