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WINERY BUILDING

STABLE BUILDING

Oak House or Stable Building:

constructed

The existing winery, built in 1874,
130'. The exterior of the building has not been substantially
altered since it was constructed.

" "The stable was built in 1881,
80' X 80'. The exterior of the building has not been sub-
stantially altered since it was constructed,

o wood with a double arched roof.
with a line of wooden hemispheres with larger wooden spheres at the top
of the arch on each face. The ventilating louvers on this floor have
wooden arched frames with wood keystones and have wooden moldings that
extend from the keystone to a wooden acorn at the base of each arch.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The proposed site incorporates the two main buildings built and
gsed by Krug in his pioneer winemaking efforts, and the grounds
immediately surrounding the buildings.

Charles Krug Winery: a stone two-story structure that has been plastered
except for the arched windows and doors and the rusticated wall angles.

The building has a corrugated metal ro
north and south side, that are angled at the face.
with a wood octagonal cupola with a steep roof and a weather vane.

This building is an extremely interesting
and unusual structure. The first two floors are similar to the winery

in thit they are also stone plastered except at the arched doors, windows
and rusticated wall angles. The keystone detailing is refined and well
proportioned. The fascia on the overhang on the second floor has a
curved molding setting on tooth like wooden cubes.
topped withf§¥7ery unusual third level for ventilation.
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is approximately 150' X

and measures approximately

with three large dormers on the
The roof is topped

This structure is

The overhang is detailed

This level is
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Krug Winery and its surrounding vineyards are
living reminders of a man and his accomplishments which form an
integral part of the cultural and commercial heritiage of
California. A plague designating the Krug facility as a
California Historical Landmark states;

"Charles Krug Winery. Founded in 1861 by Charles Krug
(1825-1892). This is the oldest operating winery in
Napa Valley. The pioneer winemaker of this world famous
regiop, Krug made the first commercial wine in Napa
County in 1858 at Napa."

As the approved application for State Historic Landmark statusg
states, the Charles Krug winery is the oldest operating winery
in the Napa Valley. The original building, a part of which is
included in the present structure, was built in 1861l.

"The winery itself is a landmark of the earliest days of wine
making in Napa Valley, but its greatest historical signifigance
lies in the unique place occupied by Charles Krug in the
viticulture and viniculture of California as a whole, and of
Napa Valley in particular.

Charles Krug was born in Trendleburg, near Cassel, Germany,
March 1, 1825, He came to California via the Isthmus route,
arriving in San Francisco June 14, 1852 to take a position with
"Staats Zeitung", the first German language newspaper on the
Pacific Coast.

In 1854 Krug went to Crystal Springs, San Mateo County, Calify
ornia, and located on a Government claim near where Col. A,
Haraszthy owned a farm. In 1856 he was clerk in the refining
department of United States Mint, San Francisco; and in January
1858 went to Sonoma where he bought land from Col. Haraszthy
and planted 20 acres to vines,

Later in 1858, Krug was commissioned by John Patchett to make
wine on the Patchett Place then adjoining Napa City. Using a
small cider press, he made about 1200 gallons of wine from Napa
Valley grapes, the first wine ever made in Napa County by other
than Spaniards using Spanish processes. To quote the History
of Napa and Lake Counties--"Hence to Mr. Charles Krug belongs
the honor of making the first wine in Napa County and of being

the pioneer of an industry that was subsequentily to be of all-

absorbing interest over the entire country." X
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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8) On December 26, 1860, Charles Krug married Caroline Bale,
daughter of E.T. Bale the grantee of Cayne Humana Rancho consistin
of all of Napa Valley lying north of Caymus Rancho (Yount's grant)
Krug Ranch, the vineyards and buildings are located on what was
then a part of Cayne Humana Rancho:; and it was at Krug (the R.R.
station name) that Charles Krug built his winery in 1861 and made
the first wine under his own name. His vineyard was the second

to be planted in the St. Helena district, Dr. G.B. Crane having
planted the first two years earlier,

While the original cellar was partly destroyed by fire in 1874,
a substantial section of the south side wall was incorporated in
the present winery which Krug built after the fire, and this is
on exhibit today. The historic oaks planted by Krug are the pride
of Napa Valley; his huge stable, (now an aging cellar):; the origin
cider press and other memorabillia are open to public inspection.

The name of Charles Krug is probably the most famous in the
annals of California wine except for that of Agoston Haraszthy; an
has been previously noted, Haraszthy and Krug were closely associa
Their names are to wine what John A, Sutter's is to gold.

When the California State Viticultural Society was founded in
1880, Charles Krug was the Commissioner for the Napa District, and
Treasurer of the Society. He was President of the Viticultural
Association of St., Helena, a delegate to the State Convention whic
adopted the new Constitution and held many other important offices

After Krug's death the ranch, vineyards and buildings came into
the hands of the late James K. Moffitt, an outstanding Californian
and a close friend of the Krug family. The property was acquired
in 1943 by the present owners, C, Mondavi & Sons, Their wines
are labeled "Charles Krug" and the traditions of the past are
rigorously maintained. The winery is open to the public daily,
Sundays included. Competent guides explain the wines and their
history. Many thousands of visitors come to this historic spot
each year."
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