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Roselawn, the home of evangelist Sam Jones, is an example of a cottage
that grew into a rambling Victorian house between 1870 and 1895. “This '
house along with a study, carriage house, smokehouse and kitchen constitute
the Jones' estate. \

\ The original home of Sam Jones was a four bedroom cottage; but when
expansion became necessary and his wife did not want to give up her cottage,
this cottage was elevated to its present height and braced with stilts
while -‘the first floor and basement were built underneath.™>

Presently the house stands as a pale yellow, three story, elaborately
detailed, frame Victorian house on a high foundation of brick, granite and
stone. Double Verandas, each with a slight central gable, span the front
facade. In the lower, larger pediment is a decorative swan and floral motif.
Large, slate roofed porches with ornately carved modified Greek Ionic- -
Egyptian columns surround the lower floor of the structure. The second flood
of the structure, originally the first floor, is primarily clapboard construd
with many shuttered windows. The front porch has ornately carved millwork
along the roof line and square columns that appear plain when compared to the
columns on the lower porch. The third floor of the structure is surrounded
by a mansard roof, with its slate shingles some painted red and green, placed
in diamond and cloverleaf patterns. This floor also contains seven gabled
dormer windows. Inside, the rooms on ﬁhg first and second fl%ors have 12 foo
ceilings and the original hand-carved wooden scrollwork still lexists on the
ceiling of the parlor, music room, dining room, and game roomj Stained glass
windows are found on many of the windows within the house.

To the east of the main house is Jones' study, a one room (16'x18') board
and batton building. The interior has one fireplace and book lined walls.

The carriage house, to the southwest, is a brick building with a long,
low sloping pitched roof with a lively expression of long brackets, arched
entrances, and a cupola large enough to be in proper scale to the carriage
house itself. It has seven stalls constructed of heavy timbers, an area for
three or four carriages and a tack room. At one time wine-colored satin curt
were in all of the windows.

The small brick gabled smoke house has a barbecue grill and beautifully
decorated iron plate in front of the hearth. The kitchen, also of brick, is
windowless one room (18'x22') structure.

The grounds of the Sam Jones House have grown up with small vegetation;
however, with a small amount of work the grounds could again be reminiscent
of "Roselawn," with over 200 rose bushes. The exterior sidewalk between the
main house and the carriage house is made of pgIl{g parble slabs and lined
with shrubbery. A wrought iron picket £ he& north and west proper
lines. N\
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Roselawn, as an unusual example of the organic growth of a Victorian
house, described on the facing page, is only surpassed by the fact that it J
the home of Sam Jones, evangellst. :

Samuel Porter Jones, beorn in @ak Bewery, Alabama, October 16, 1847,
led a rather dissipated life until his conversion in 1872. His mother died
when he was nine years old and in 1861 his father, a Cartersville, Georgia
lawyer, left to fight for the Confederacy, the compounding result of which
left Sam Jones in a less than stable state. He started school once again
when his father returned from the War; ' he attended the school of Honorable
W.H. Felton and later Euharlee High School, but his health prevented his
continuing with college. He eventuaily studied law and was admitted to the
Bar, but with his continued drinking, within a few years he was destitute.
His father died in August of 1872 and on his death bed he made Sam promise
to meet him in heaven. From that day on he lived by that promise. One week
after his conversion he was called upon to preach in his grandfather's churc
by October of 1872 he was licensed to preach by the North Georgia Conference
and was to serve circuits in Polk, Floyd, Newton, and Jasper Counties. In
1881 he was appointed agent for the North Gaorgia Orphan's Home, saving it
frmn\ginancial ruin by his evangelistic messages and personal magnetism.

His first recognition from the newspapers was during a revival meeting
in Memphis, Tennessee, in January, 1883, which laid the foundation for his
fame as a pulpit orator. His most remarkable revival was in Nashville, Tenn
essee, where the Ryman Auditorium (now the Grand 0ld Opera House) was erecte

Ryman, a convert of Jones' preaching.

Sam Jones‘ lectures and revivals covered the United.States and parts
oﬁﬁggggga. He won fame that no other evangelist has attained, though many
have tried to imitate him.”™ His influence has been admitted by the most
distinguished clergymen in the United States. He still is the most quoted
preacher by the masses who has ever lived in America, and is recognized as
a most unique speaker. His originality, his splendid flow of English and
style of sweeping human emotions at will were peculiary his own; stinging
sentences and tongue lashings from him were accepted as a matter of fact.

Several times he had chances to make his home elsewhere, but always
made his home in Cartersville where he was active in all civic affairs. He
was instrumental in advancing the mineral interest in the county and became
a large property owner. During his lifetime he made over three-quarters of
a million dollars, his wealth displayed in the Victorian grandeur of his
home, Roselawn.

to accommodate the crowds who came to hear him preach.\\It was built by Capta
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8. Significance (Sam Jones House, Roselawn)

Sam Jones died in 1906; a train draped in black brought his body
to Cartersville and on to the Capitol in Atlanta where his body lay

in state.
The City of Cartersville desires to restore the Sam Jones House for use

as a museum and community meeting facility. The city with the help of the loc
area planning and development commission has applied for a HUD grant to adapt
the house for this use. The Georgia Historical COmmission meeting as a board
of review recommended that the Sam Jones House be nominated to the National
Register with the caution that the federal funds wused in this adaptive
development of the property not have adverse affect on the historical integrit
of the site. It is proposed that the grounds around the structure, which
constitute a full city block, will be used as a passive park area and the
out buildings including the carriage house, kitchen and study will possibly
be developed for new civic uses. However, the same admonition given by the
Georgia Historical Commission on the use of federal funds for the main house
likewise applies to these outbuildings.
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