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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Harris Holden House, a two-story frame building with weatherboard 
exterior, follows the rectangular, central hall plan with a two story 
extension to the back. A two-story gallery porch extends across both 
elevations of the ell. A shingle roof has replaced the original standing 
seam tin roof. The portal and south elevation entrances feature 
classicized porticoes with paired two-story columns, second story balus- 
strade, and gabled pediments. The fluted two-story columns feature plain 
entablatures accented by deeply carved moldings and cornice returns. The 
front entrance has leaded glass fan light and French style doors flanked 
by Ionic style pilasters and glass side lights. All windows except those 
on the east elevation of the rear have folding tyge and shutters. Three 
brick chimneys project above the low gable roof.

In 1922-23 some alterations were made to the house. A bathroom was added 
to the south elevation; the leaded glass fan light and French doors at 
the front entrance were installed; and some minor interior changes were 
made. Since that time, the house has remained unchanged.

Although there were originally the usual outbuildings that composed a 
plantation complex, only a log smokehouse remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Harris-Hoi den House was built about I860 by Joel M. Harris, member of 
a prominent family of the area. The community in which it is located was 
at that time known as Renfro Station. The citizens contemplated changing 
the name of the town to Harris or Harris Station because of the many 
Harrises who lived there. However, they discovered that there was another 
Harris post office in Tennessee, so they settled on the name Howell, after 
Hel Harris' brother, Howell Harris, who ran a grocery store in the town.

estab I i shed a typical southern plantation with the usual 
' i I d i ngs and operations, as well as a brickyard and tanyard. 
originally several slave cabins on the premises, but the last 

two were torn down before 1920. Slave descendants were living in the area 
at that time, including a blacksmith who operated the village blacksmith 
shop until his death about 1920. He was widely known as a master black 
smith.

During the Civil War the house was visited on several occasions by Union 
troops seeking (food. Family tradition has it that Joel Harris stored 
grain in the eight hollow columns on the two porches to prevent the 
soldiers from taking it.

The Harris-Holder house is significant as a fine example of the architec 
ture of the houses in which Southern planters lived and carried on the 
involved task of operating a plantation in the days prior to the Civil 
War. It is important also because of the impact on the community caused no 
only by the Harris family itself, but also the slaves of the family and 
their descendents.
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Elk Valley Times, Tempo Section, April, 1967.

Interviews with Mrs. Joe Taft, great-granddaughter of Joel M. Harris 
Mrs. Herman Daves,Mrs. John Shutt and Mrs. Wallace M. Harris.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ? State Local

Title Executive Director_________ 
Tennessee Historical Commission

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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