
' NFS rorm .10-.900
am no. 1024-ooie
(Rev.. 10/90)

Historic Places
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/See. ;lristria'ct JLon^iri: "^ the National Register of Historic Places 'Registration Form (National 
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not for publication 
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As the designated authority Under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby
certify : that ; this :_X_nominatioh , request for determination of eligibility meets .the documentation 
standards'••:. for ̂ registering properties^ in the National Register of Historic Places and meets, the procedural 
and professionalrequirements set forth in 36 CFRPart 60.
In iny opiniort, -the property X meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
I re^cominend that ; :this property be considered significant: ̂ _^nationally X statewide locally. 
( •';• '•...'.&£& : contiHuatioffl sJieet far additional comments.)

In my opinion, the property :__meets '-._^does not meet; the National Register criteria. 
( ' See cbntinuatipn sheet for additional comments.); : . .'.
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;reby, certify that this prpperty^i 
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See continuation sheet :
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county and state Comanche County, Kansas

Ownership of Property

;,. : private •.••,•:.':•-"'.-•••\- ; ;

; X x. public-local / '

. I:. •]•• public-State •:."•'• •

•-_2_ ipublie-Eederal; ; .
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. V . district

___ site - V:
. ". structure -

__' object

Name^" of;:^elated^multiple property -listing: 
Enter j"N;/6v' : ; if "property 'is not part of'a 
"multiple iproperty;listing.) ,:

Historic Gounty Courthouses of Kansas

;Hist;or|ic" Functions : ;> V-,,-'-^ : 
: (Enter ilcaitegories |from instructions:.

: County Courthouse

Architectural: Classificatioiiv :-:.:;." ...•''•
: (Ent:er]icat^gories: from instructions. ).v "•. ..;•.''/

LATE 19?"^ AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:ClaSSJcal Revival

No. of Resources within Property 

contributing noncontributing

1 . . .. ' '"'. buildings:
•'• : . . •'• ',,-. '•. : .';.. -. ; • sites' -'••'..'•'

____ '-'•:'.. : , .___ structures
•• : ''..•• ••.-:/•'' ,-.•' objects

No. of contributing resources previously
listed in - the National Register:'; \ •';-. : ; . ^

Current ^Functions > >': /; 
.(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

BRICK

STONE: Limestone

Roof OTHER: Composition Material

Narrative .Description '(Describe the. historic and .current condition of the property! on one or more 
continuation sheets.) • ;. -• •.. - , .• • ' ', ' : ' '-• " ' ' ;;;. ;'•• \ • /•'•••''• •" \: '• ' ':' : ; " v ' ' : - • .••'', . •
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Property Name Comanehe County Courthouse 

county and state Comanche County, Kansas

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x";in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property .for. •National ( Register listing.) : ' .. ~ , \ : , . • . '•'.... :

; X A Property as.associated with events that have made, a significant contribution to .the broad patterns 
.?'• ,. • of ; our history.; ; ••• •;'•::/.. • .''''-"•,.•"•• . . •; "••. : . ; .v: '.' ; .-; ;: • •''' : -'V-. : ' •.' '• ''••-" • '"..'•' • . '

•| ' B Property is associated .with 'the lives; of persons; ̂ significant: in our past. : ; . •• .-'.•.

•X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or ;represehts the work of a master, or possesses high, artistic values, or represents ; a significant 
and distinguishable entity .whose: : cpmponents.vlack.,individual distinction.

____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

^Criteria Considerations (Mark."x",in all the boxes that apply.) 

'_____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

v ;• B, removed from its original location. . . : 

; , '.-" C a birthplace or a grave.: , . / •'•;.'• . 

:___ D a cemetery. ' • .. : - . '/.-•,. . • :. ; :.;.. 

..: E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ; 

___ F a commemorative property. . , : : . \- : '•'.'.''- : - ,' '•.•'. • • '•

. G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance : V 
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Significant Person

N/A : :. :

Period of Significance 

1927/1928-50

Cultural Affiliation
N/A •-•••.:'.

Architect/Builder 
Routledge & Hertz , Architect

Thorrias Howard, Goritractor

Significant Pates

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property :on one or more continuation 
sheets..); -.'.-v : - '." '/''• .-. ;: - - ; ; :- : •.;••;•; • .-.'"• .' •'"•,.'•• • . :': ;: -' : '';-'•'• . ''•-• •. •• '•' ; •.;;'". ,.;;•• '!.,'•",./.-:••'-• . •'- •.



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

Property Same Comahche County Courthouse 

county and state Gomanche County, Kansas

(Cite the books, articles, and -other sources used in preparing 
sheets •;);';;: • : "..'••.•.•.''-'. • -: ". ;,:.'y- ••'" ;. .'• ;.'••"••• •' . ' •. :'•••'.,- • ; -;: : : ... -'...:""

.Previous documentation on file (NFS) : ; . •• -:(i r - : ". •'(':;•.•('•(. 

: : -preliminary determination of individual ,listing : :.;:\ .:>, ' ;

;(3;6 CFR 67); has .been requested .: . V '; \ ; V- : :::., 
___'; previously listed in -the National Register.."': •-"••'.." ;•;'..: ;. •..; . 

__ -previously^determined eligible by the National. Register .

• '•.:-.;!:.de :slgnated,..a National Historic Landmark •. •• . : :::,;,.

: ; • "'.' recorded .by Historic American Buildings : i;

- Survey -#( \ •• : ; ; ; V ;; ;•.-. -., v " ; ; ;.'••'.'-'•.'"-.. ;' ' ; ''•'•.

__ recorded by Historic American Engineering •:'.'•..;•• .•:'. .'.•••;

this form pn one or more continuation

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office

.'' ___ Other Statevagency , ; ;• : : 

_____ Federal; agency; V: ... : '(',. 

___ Local government ; : . ". ••-., 

__ University ; ; ;

X Other -. "• •'';': :'" ;. : (•"•;;'•' :( ' . . 

Specify.repository: : 

Library and Archives Division, Kansas 

State Historical Society; Topeka, Kansas

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe, the ;1bburida-ri:e!'s':; ..off,the ;.'pr6per.tY: -'oh a continuation sheet. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries; were selected oh a continuation sheet.)

name/title Dana Cloud and Sally F. Schwenk

organizatibn Historic Preservation Services, LLC

street & number 818 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1150

city or; town Kansas City

date April 30, 2000 

telephone (816)221-5133

state Missouri zip code 64106

Submit the following items with the completed form: . - . . .

^Continuation Sheets , y ;, . .! . : : : ; . . V

"Maps'.."•'•'•-'... •'••'. :' •.'..'...''••' ::( :. ("'y'..;^ (-=.(".''':•" ••" • ".'•'• : . .. .''•-..••• . . .-• • :(('^--:.-((-••('-\ ( ' '•; ' ".' : ''.'.•-'..'•.' .'.-.'' ;"",.' 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15; miriute:-series), indicating the^property'/s location. , . . : -"..:, ./•:/:

;'• . ; .A sketch map; for historic^districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources, 
Photographs.'; ;: •.: . •'. (•:. '.•'••-'••^(^~;'-.,- '.. : ..- : . : .', . ' : .; ; '' -'. '.- ; .-:; : ; ;'':•. ''••' •:•••'• -.;.";: ; .' ,.'''..' ':•..,•:(.•' : •.-.-:: . ••'-..' \ ' '•':•' 

. ; ; Representative black >and;::;whi'te, photographs .of, the property:.'- ; .'v •; [; .('.(: •''•: :. ; .;•.."'.'
Additiqnar: items (Checkxwithr the1 : SHPO ;or FP,0 .for any additional.,items/) ; : .. ; ...-. ••--,-'•'. : '.--: ,. '""(' : ((•

• •' : : : : ^- v :- telephone (785)582-2361 

Estate KS zip code 67029
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tThe Comain^ is a Classical Revival style, four-story masonry structure that occupies the 
central £^
with a parking jojt I||a|e3 to the east of the courthouse [Figure 1 : City Map of Coldwater, Kansas], With the 
^injary f^ York Street, the courthouse is rectangular in plan and measures 75 feet wide 

Joy 45 feet deep !by 3;i; ffeet high [figure 2: Existing Site Plan] . The structure is buff brick with ^esse^d lirnestone 
^eta^Hng, ^ windOwsiils, sill course, cornice, and projecting pavilion at the i primary entrance. A 
ssiihple parapet a^ ^ Excepit |or door replacements, this property lias excellent 
arc^tect^ and interior fex^Q^\Photo^aphs#l and #2]. 
JEifee'ted i^^

; courthouse has eleven bays on the east and west facades and five bays bn me north and south facades. The 
exterior of the coiJilhouse is s^rnoo^ Jbuff brick lai(l in common bond with tiressed limestone detailing. Dressed 
liniestone ^ceehts the first floor sill course and rernaining windowsills and lintels. ]D>res^ed ljrn;estpne a defines 
the elecoraLtiye rriasori^ features sucn as m^ 
cornice; Three i courses of recessed brick define the base of the^

The coii^hBu|e ̂ has two public entrances, one on the west ^ The primary 
pntrarice ̂ is ̂ on) the west facade and features a ̂ projecting pavilion. T^p^^^I^ bases that are 
appr oxirnately ̂ ^yen ̂ feet high, flank the main entrance doors and tripartite windows; The coluriins also support a 
Steppled |)a^e| a^ that reads "Comanche County." Flanking the primaty; enhance are simple 
torcfieres j[]jhvi^ in need of repair, leads the secondary entrance on 
the nQrth;ifaeaiie1 i^ limestone hood that has decorative r^^

For tne|mpst|)^:trie; prigihal fenestration remains intact. The only major alteration to the building exterior is the 
replacenient ̂ of l^afe original entrance doors with metal frame, storefront doors that feature sidelights and mirrored 
i^lass [^<?^ ^indoW sashes and encasements need repair. The tripartite windows of the 
primary eritiiMcie! ipajvihon have nine-over-nine light, double--hung sashes; opaque txansom panels replace the 
uppeir grouping ;0f^ \^indows. The ̂ second floor courtropm windows on the east facade have 12-over- 12 light, 
double-hu^|^a$iies and multi-paned transoms. The ground floor windows have three-bver-three light, double- 
hung sashes; ^^jlhe i Remaining windows have six-over-six light, double-hung sashes. The adidition of several 
window air^(3n|itioMin^ appearance of the courthouse; however, these 
may be rerribyeji ^itJ^out damaging

The floor i)|an and use of the courthouse are typical of me majority of Kansas courthouses built in the early 
twentieth ceiittiry. A grand staircase at the primary (west) side of the courthouse accesses the north-south 
eorridors of; e^eb .floor [Photograph $6, #8 and #9]. An exteriot door at the back (east) of the building accesses 
the ground flpbr; North and west entrances access the first flopr^ wliicn houses the main admimstrative offices 
such as the ̂ coiuity clerk, register of deeds, county appraiser^ and treasurer's offices; Once ; inside the west entrance, 
a flight of stairs: leaids to the first floor \Fig^e^: Existing First Floor Plan}, f The second floor houses the 
courtroom^ judge's ; chambers, ecpnpmic development officb, and clerk of the district court office [Photographs 
#10and#l1l]. T^lie mird floor originaUy^h^



NFS Form 10-900-a 
{8-86)

OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service '

Section Number ; 7 Page -• 2

built in tKe eariinterior design treatment is i typical of the majority b£ Kansas i
te^Interior finishes consist

Ceilings, and an iron staifeasepith terrazzo treads [Photographs :#7, ;#§ ttnd$9\. Original light fixtures, including
three largei fixtures in the Courtrobni, ate still in use throughdut the building [Photograph #/0],

lie <E(?rri^ architectural iritepity. Altliou^pet^ ;doors 
^ide|i|j|ts ̂ a^ original entfance^d^ original char^cter-

elentiehts^ ^e una^ere^ patterns and windows, in
limesfbneijdetailing^ project^ and roofline. All of the interior features such as the 
|6rraz:z;o flp^ring, pink iriarble wainscoting, oak doors and trirrij plaster walls and ceilings, iron staircase with 
ferrazzo treaids and light fixtures afe also intact;: T^ of the each floor is intact as; well. 
(Cfyerall, Me.; Goinanche dcmnty Goiirthbuse not only has excellent arcnitectural integril^^ it is also in excellent 
condition i as a result of the c^re and attention given to the maintenance of the structure by a succession of bounty 
commissioners.
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Photographer: 
Date of Photographs: 
Location of Negatives:

DanaClpud
December 9,1999
Kansas State Historical Society
Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W. 6th Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099

Subject Camera Direction

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Exterior of Courthouse
Exterior of Courdiouse
Detail of ISForth Entrance
Detail of \\^st (Mai^n) Bntr^ice
Detail of (Column^Capital at |\Jest (Main) Entrance
Main; Staircase ftorn Second to Third Floor
I)e^aii of Siaft^
First Floor Main Corridor
Main Staircase to First Floor
Main tourtrooin on Second Floor
Main Courtroom on Second Floor
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Approximate Scale: 1"=60?-0" 
. — — — Boundary Line
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3: Existing First flop
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^ounty Gourthouse, erected:in;:l$>27^
s . .e^ar^afbf PbMTIC:^ : 

|br; ̂ s associations iwith the deveilPpr^ firm of Routledge and 
Hertz, ari;! jihflu^]p[tial Kansas arcMteerural^^ its design of a nurnber of 

county courthpuses in the 1920s arid;: 1930s, {i^8^'s|prife|!sigmiBQ£iiiQiB : of th0 pomanche County 
:is!basedi on its associations wji^^ courthouses that are 
In ̂ Ij^-l^^^le^ Property ^brm, -"Hiistqnc :oOoiiiaty > Coiirthpuses of Kansas." : In^particular, the 

:prop(erty j^asldji'ect a'ssbeiations^^^^ 
tne ^jp^i^^^^^^ 
latici ^eir||Cr^
iappci^ioln wr^^ Kansas County ;C|ptirt3ipiises a^ their design dates to its corislruGtion in?• ife^ 
lMl8 andfc: ; - ./rT •• r T...- ,'.,--. .i !' : "-• "'-•;.•-• '•"• ',:•••. '•>- '..,.'. '"'.. ••;.'. • , . . V .•/.'•;,-<;•.!'- •/."! v ' :'• ' :'•"•' ^ •-'• ••;. • ;" :--V;';-;'- ,': ; •;;•.: -...,' . ; j'",. 1 ,";;'.;• "... : 'V, '• ,..;'•'- •- :.- O\ • -, . .;C?-- ' .-:.': J • -:. ' • .-;]•:•.<,.} .'• ','-'.' ' •:••'• ,.-.,:• . .-.! .?.:': ; -"- Cr '/:- ; !|:. • .

pfopelttie^ iill^eii'pr^e^ty^refliBCtS:typical cooir^|c^use rjla^ sitilig|^d lle^i^
!bf ^e^tweiitietri j2enlairy. In iaddltibn to reten1;ib]| ;iof; aissjieliat^ Ms a hign degteeJpf ̂ c|i1;eit?pral
;iiitegi|ity and isi^ representative e^anir^

fe ̂ ||^ 
pf^ triel <(|prj^ 

injg||bnT|nen|^; |^ands ̂ U^
^^|bcunierits th6

in fsbuthwest; Kansas |idj acint tpj C)laaliorria border. Thel <?punW is) sparsely

PrQtectipni HighwiaM 160 ruins east aricl west,| ;i and; Highway f 183»; ruiis riorth aiid^ south through i the njiddle?bf the

|(SorrianeJtie County lias; $prne\yhaLt fraudulent ^giniii^^ C.C. ^einiis from Jjijiq|e^ 
^(Oiip^ 
^ ^

buffalo nunte^ ^viifi)m;;;Ej|]tiiis^i:?^(>up'vinet ; \^le2carnping in (J|)irianbhe (|pij;rijty, 
rern^
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new courthouse, $23 $00;^
A. J. Mowry Selected ')iina^£ii}^i; ;:§t£tt& legislature, where he ̂ reeeivedfan additional $40,000 for county expenses.

The Kansas attorney 1 general^ stepped in and declare^the estalpHshment b^^^ a fraud. He stated, "In this
county there }is not M| acre of land or dollars w|>rtli ibf taxatipiir Subject jto 'taxation^ rts isble i^ the
Cheyennes and ^^
Needless to > say.; ! staj:| fiiiri^irig Bernis ,^iy^' ! o:!i::'t!S:.fc:§oniekt:'^am,
leaving trie fi^^
century. ; ' -^^-/^f^ - ; :{'•;• ^^H-'j^l^ : •. .•'::• ^:7't : •.''''.'.: ^'; : : ; ..v : - .'•-:""

In 1 888, the; count|^ witti a population of 5,OpO, legidrnatel) b|ganized aiid purchased a ̂ site for a court%buse. A 
fire in 1921! 'destroyed the e> 1 S^O^wobd, frame i 
Hutchirisoil, I Kansas desigried the present

firm of ELoutedge arid Hertz of 
,\

. 
and third

HISTORIC^ SiG]|jFicAN<rE . '.'• '*• • • '• ^^ff^^f^^ff-b'^-'--
The ConMiche (|b^m!^ (SourlJiouse is significant under ^r
generation; c|oui1pi()Uses ejected in the period bet^eriitn^ War I
Depression: tits sifing in open space on a square > bipclc a|djjaeent to the commercial district is typical of ebmrnori
practices in Kansais during this period. The biuftliiig:;^^
a^pea^ance of the j|>ro^er^
agrarian coluity at |hej tihie of its construction. i

. .
The Comariche C<0Tinty Gpurthouse is architecturally ̂ Significant as an ;excellent early exalnple of the Kansas 
county courthouses tfesigjifed by Routledge and Ileriz, !T^
rendered in s^ealrrililied modern versions. Between 1927 aiid 193 1 the firm designed a rnimber of Kansas county 
courthouses using |;he Glassical Revival style.4

The courthouses Resigned by Routledge «& Hertz display the transition of Btansas courthouse ̂ design from the 
Classical Revival stylie ^ to the Modem Movement Art Deco styles Rolitledge & Hertz' eatly courthouses— -such as 
the Gomanche anck Grray County Courthouses, bom built: jm
buff brick, limestone detailing, projecting pavilions at the piiniajcy facades, and simple cornice lines. The 
pavilions of both cjoutthou^es project from the three center ! bays of the building and are characterized by columns 
supporting an entabl£tture.| The Edwards County Cbufthouse (19218-1929) and Hodgeman County Courthouse

1 Ernest Dewey, '^Larceny on the Frontier; Gold in Courthouses^ that Diidri't Exist," Hutchinson News-Herald (2 March 
1952): 105-107:1 Vertical File. Kansas State Historiea^

2 Author Unloibvm, "Old Corrianche County Coixih^i}^ 
Kansas State Historical Society^ Culttiral 1^
3 Author Uiilitio^, 7^fc/2^ Society, Cultural Resources 
Division, Vertical Files. ' ;-.'•. '•' .;•' ."" ]• . •' '"''' \ .:'•!•;•:..•.••:'•• ••'•^ ,;^;:t : -.' ".- ; •••'•'• ' ; - .-•'"• ; •'• : •" • ^ • : '
4 Additional information on the firm is included ̂
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(1929^1930) reflect Routledge & Hertzr ^
style. Although bptii cCairthpuses continue tb ^sljiiijguisjji the priniary entrance as a series of simple arched
doorways in the central triree bays and feature buff br^^
those of their predecessbrs and dp riot feature cplurnns, ilhe firm' s Finne^ (Spun^
County (1 93 1) cotirmouses reflect the arcnit;eets^t^
stylized tile motifs and metalwork, and a vertie^
spandrels [Figure 4: Repres^c^iye JZxarifyl^ ^ & Hertz] \ The
Comakehe Counry (Sbuilhous^ re|aM
representative exarnrjle of ̂ ut][e(^6^

The Comanche County Couilfibusei^
configuration and hierarchy of space that ;is ty^ica| of inan^ parly tweritieth cehtu^ ̂  
couilliLOiises of th^ 
are located^
sli^ly sunken and houses^^^ 
storage! The finishes ojf this ̂
Ayhieh is the nibsiti higfcti^ utilized flobr^ is; Igenerally j efe;!va|e]i||^pni iigraii? ; leve| arid r ̂ rjrpached; via / ^ari ejcteiiibf 
grand: stSiircase; ^e rlrst flp()rjripus^ 

^
cburrrbbhi, iugets bflleew iury^^^f^...-'•:;• ;••-.., . ..:•• '; .. •• '.•••'••;• ' ; ; ^ ( . ;. -I'--;- "- r .i ' ',. '".j ; - ••*:-. •??• '. ~ ••'•• -•'•-. >.-"' '':••'•:• -. ",•'• .::-'-. : ' : ' ••': i !::' -rMi'-'T'''!'-!^ '••'•':• >' ••"•,.•" -'c ".' ''"'^ .- '•%:•• "'-^jn' ••- l.'.i '••'''• ; '; •'! •;. <'f.\ '. "^' •'. ! -. ; ' .' ." ,'• '.> : ." •..>;''.: ;•':.;;; ';; ; . iV .' i'\:Y/ :-'" ••: '?' : :''j:) | ;j !-- ! -'.: :,: ''.?;•;•:.; -^."-'! "; ; V; ; r . '"••: .-,-'•>?!'[;-•.,• •.."•-"' i'fv J ;-.,':•'

'
\- / : ^: : -^ ; --'- ; V: ! '^^!^l:



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

Section Number 8 Page 10

Figure 4: Representative Examples of Kansas Courthouses Designed by Routledge<& Hertz

Comanche County 1927-1928

Finney County 1928-1929
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i Ernest. '^^ Didn't Exist," Hutchinson News-Herald 
; 1352): 105-107: Kansas State Historica^^ Resources Division, Vertical Files.

, j "Old (3omanche^ Coiiiity <iourtr|6 Western Star (November 1, 1921).
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•I|he nortiinated property includesithi| entirety of Blpck 57- in the Original Town of Goldwater, Gomanche Gounty,
Kansas'i and is boused :|byth^
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