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Appllcable Natlonal Reglster Crlterla (Mark "x" 1n one or more boxes for the crlterla quallfylng the
property for Natlonal Reglster llstlng ) : : .

)( A Property 1s’ assoc1ated w1th events that have made a srgnlflcant contrlbutlon to the broad patterns
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B.Property is assoc1ated w1th the llves of persons srgnlflcant in our past

X c Property embodies the dlstlnctlve characterlstlcs of a type, perlod, or method of construction
" or‘represents the work of-a master, -or: possesses high.artistic values, or represents a-significant.
and dlstlngulshable entlty whose components 1ack 1nd1v1dual dlstlnctlon

D‘Property has ylelded, or is llkely to yleld, 1nformatlon 1mportant in’ prehlstory or hlstory.
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'POLITICS/GOVERNMENT | Ny e

Cultural Affiliation
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aSignificant-Berson : fv L 5 L ,b.‘ S Archltect/BUlldert' :
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Thomas Howard Contractor C

23

Narratlve Statement of 51gn1f1cance (Explain the sign ficanoe~of‘the:property[onfone or more continuation:-

sheets )
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(Clte the “books, articles/‘andfother sourcesnused‘inﬁpreparing{this'form on_onefor‘more‘continuation,
sheets D E T AR B I R Lo
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Record # - ' SR
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s 3 el ST
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2/ 4L L /},/.'/f G /,~/ [

| See continuation sheet

o Verbal Boundary DescriptionL(Deecrihetthe'bdnndaries,”f the property on a continuation sheet.)

fBoundary Juatification_(Explain,whyrthe boundarie35werelselected;on a continuation sheet.)

‘name/tltle | Dana Cloud and SallVF Schwenk

organlzatlon Hlstonc Preservatlon Serv1ces LLC i i S S : s _ dat_e’ Apﬁl 30 2000
street & number , 818 Grand Boulevard Su1te 1150 . ‘telephome (81{6)2‘,2“1‘-5‘133
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Submlt the follow1ng 1tems w1th the completed form-
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"Maps

A USGS. map (7 5 or 15 mlnu' >ser1es) 1nd1cat1ng the property S locatlon. . P

S ‘A sketch map - for hlstorlc districts and propertles hav1ng large acreage or NUMerous resources.
_'Photographs. - ‘ . Sl o

v Representative black hlte photographs of. the property

. Addltlonal {tems (Check ‘with the SHPO ‘or FPO. for: any addltlonal 1tems )

Comanche County

street & number 201 SouthNew ~orkAvenue

telephon,e (785)582-2361
KS 2ip code _67029

4c1ty or town Coldwater %
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~ DESCRIPTION

‘{;The ComanchefCo Courthouse 1s a Classmal Rev1val style, four-story masonry structure that occuples the T

cet hlgh [F zgure 2 Exzstmg Szte Plan] The structure is buff bnck w1th dressed llmestone |
the w1ndowsrlls s1ll course cornlce and pro_]ectrng pavrhon at the prrmary entrance A

i The courthouse has eleven bays on the east and west facades and ﬁve bays on the north and south facades The -
i exterlor of the courthouse is smooth, buff brick laid in common bond with dressed limestone detarlmg Dressed
llmestone accents the ﬁrst floor sill course and remalmng wmdowsrlls and lintels. Dressed hmestone also defines

. the decoratrve masonry features such as the primary entrance pavrhon the door hood at the north entrance andthe

CA ‘cormce Three courses of recessed bnck deﬁne the base of the courthouse [Photograph #3]

ven feet high, flank the main entrance doors and tripartite wmdows The columns also supporta
;“ entablature that reads Comanche County 2 Flankrng the prlmary entrance are simple -

v1110n have nine- -over-nine hght double-hung sashes opaque transom panels replace the
of wmdows The second floor courtroom windows on the east facade have 12-over-12 light, -
16 f d multr-paned transoms The ground floor windows' have three—over-three light, double-

mng un1ts somewhat comprormses the extenor appearance of the courthouse however, these

‘ A grand stalrcase at the prrmary (west) side of the courthouse accesses the north—south
,comdorsz of ea ﬂoor [Photograph #6, #8 and #9]. An exterior door at the back (cast) of the bu1ld1ng accesses
the ground ﬂoor ‘North and ‘west entrances access the ﬁrst floor, wh1ch houses the main administrative offices
~ such as'the county clerk, reglster of deeds, county appraiser, and treasurer’s offices; oonce inside the west entrance,
a flight of stairs eads to the first floor [Figure 3: Exzstmg First Floor Plan] The second floor houses the
courtroom, Judge s chambers _economic development office, and clerk of the district court ofﬁce [Photographs
: #1 0 and #11 ] The thll‘d ﬂoor ori gmally housed the Jall but currently functlons as a storage area.

i ,:The courthous ‘ has two public entrances one on the west facade and one on the north facade The pnmary -
o he west facade and features a prOJectmg pavilion.” Two Tonic- columns ‘with bases that are

remaining windows have six-over-six hght double-hung sashes. The addrtlon of several
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it enor desrgn treatrnent;"
ﬁmshes consrst of te

tallmg, prOJectmg pavrhon Iomc columns and rooﬂme CAll of the 1nter10r features such as the' :
i errazzo flooring, pmk marble walnscotlng, oak doors and trim, plaster walls and cellmgs iron stalrcase wrth ,
- terrazzo treads and light fixtures are also intact. The floor plan configuration of the each floor is intact as well.
‘ Overall ‘the Comanche County Courthouse not only has excellent architectural mtegnty, it is’ also in excellent
‘:'cond1t1on as a result of the care and attentron given to the malntenance of the structure bya success1on of county '
~ commissioners. : : : : it
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 PHOTOLOG Photographer
.. Dateof Photographs:
Location of Negatives:

S Dana Cloud C
- December 9, 1999
,Kansas State I-Ilstoncal Soclety
‘ Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W. 6™ Avenue

Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099

Camera Dlrectlon’; e

SO R NN AW

Main Courtroom on Second Floor -

Photo# = Subject
_Exterlor of Courthouse g NOrth’east
Exterior of Courthouse : 'Southwest
Deta11 of North Entrance = e South
Deta11 of West (Mam) Entrance S T . East
Detail of Column Capital at West (Mam) Entrance . Fast
- Main, Stalrcase from Second to Third Floor , o West
) * Detail of Startmg Newell of Main Staircase =~~~ Northwest
? “First Floor Main Corridor ' : ' -+ Southeast
B Main Staircase to First Floor i - Northeast.
0. -~ Main Courtroom on Second Floor -~ South ... -
1. Northeast
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o ,;STATEMENT? OF SIGNIFICANCE

rthouses in: the 19203 an
d on Its asso<:1at10ns w1th th

Okl oma border The COunty 1s:“ PR

,, { frs from a St Joseph MI ‘Xurl dIrect ?the state 1ssued Bemls $29 000 for a‘ -

the ¢ unty at the tIme Upgegraff complled a
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S NEW courthouse $23 000 for the construct1on of brldges $2 500 for schools, and $2O OOO for general expenses g
Al Mowry elected hrmself t J’;';the state leg1slature where he recelved an addltlonal $4O 000 for county expenses.

' bv The Kansas attorn ’gene""lj stepped in and declare thees}tabhshment Of the county a fraud He stated‘,“

- fire in 1921 :‘destr:“ ed
" Hutchmson Kansr'

;. HISTORICAL SIGr TFI¢
~ The Comanche Cc uf

,j 3 erected in the penod between
Q g in open space on a square block : ,
: practlces in Kansas dt ng this period. The burldmg an convey dlstmct assocratlons with the h1stor1c
P appearance of the u erty. The integrity of the bulldln day conveys its. orlgmal funct1ons and.-lt‘ role m an
‘ agranan county at he t1me of its constructlon s X .

ARCHITECTURAL IGNIFICANCE : : : : t
The Comanche C Courthouse is archltecturally 81g111ﬁcant as an excellent early example of the Kansas._
county courthouses d 1gned by Routledge and Hertz. The firm was noted for its eclectlc use of class1cal forms
rendered in streaml n dern versions. Between 1927 and 1931 the ﬁrm desxgned a number of Kansas. county :
~ courthouses usmg the Class1cal Revival style :

The courthouses desrgned by Routledge & Hertz dlsplay the tran :1t10n of Kansas courthouse de31gn from. the.
~ Classical Rev1va1 style to the Modern Movement Art Deco style R utledge & Hertz’ early courthouses—such as
the Comanche and Gray County Courthouses, ‘both built in 1927 are also Classical Rev1val in style and feature
buff brick, llmestone detailing, projecting pavilions at the ‘primary facades and simple cornice 11nes The
pavilions of both courthouses project from the three center bays of the bu1ld1ng and are characterized by columns
supportmg,an entablature The Edwards County Courthouse (1928—1929) and Hodgeman County Courthouse

! Ernest Dewey, ¢ Larceny on the Frontler Gold in Courthouses that Drdn t Exrst ? Hutchznson News—Herald (2 March o

1952): 105-107; Vertical File. Kansas State Historical: Soc1ety L '

2 ~ Author Unknown, “Old Comanche County Courthouse: Burned, Coldwater Western Star (1 November 1921)

. Kansas State Hlstoncal‘ Socrety, Cultural Resources DlVlSIOIl Vertical Files.

% Author Unknown, Hutchmson Herald (31 December 1927) K nsas State Hrstorrcal Soc1ety, Cultural Resources
D1v1s1on Vertical Files. '

4 ‘Additional 1nformat10n on the ﬁrm is 1ncluded in the Multrple Pre perty Form
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; ,(1929—1930) reﬂect Routledge & Hertz’ trans1t10n.>"'."“ m the C'lassiCalyRe"Vivalr style to the Art Deco

~Coldwater,Kansas k

. style. Although both courthouses continue to d1stmgmsh the prrmary entrance as a series of s1mple arched‘ o

e . doorways in the central three bays and feature buff brick Wlth limestone detallmg, the facades appear flatter than |

elﬁrm s Finney County (1928-1929) and Sherman
» ‘transrtron to Art Deco style‘des1gn Both courthouses feature

- those of their predecessors and do not feature columns .
‘County (1931) courthouses reﬂect the architec
stylized tile motifs and metalwork and a ver

b :conﬁguratlon and h1erarchy of space that is ty
- courthouses of thls period are generally defing

unty Courtho >
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Figure 4: Representative Examples of Kansas Courthouses Designed by Routledge & He‘n‘z

Comanche County 19271928~ Edwards County 1928-1929

Finney County 1928-1929° ' Hodgeman County 19291930
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