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Boston North

AREA FOMNO
Prospect |
Hill 179 '

Town Somerviiie MRA

Address 30 Vdrren Avenue
Historic Nam@ A L. Lovej oy House

Uss Presait residence

Origi nal residence
CESCR PTTON
Cat e 1871-1873
Soujrce mgp research
Style Second Empire
Architect unknovm

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings mansard-roofed barn, slate
covered roof, jca. 1874

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Excellent

Moved No Date n/a
Acreage Less than one acre.

Setting The Lovejoy House is located on a
hill in an urban residential neighborhood
in northeast Somerviiie. Surrounded by

late-19th century Mansard and Second

Empire dwellings.

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg
Organizaticn Massachusetts Historical Caoom

Date May 1986



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The A. L. Lovejoy House retains integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, as well as association with Somerville's development in
the decades following the Civil War. The well detailed Second Empire-style
house is characteristic of dwellings erected in the Prospect hill neighborhood
for businessmen and professionals who commuted to Boston. The building
{ulf:llls Cllfiteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the
ocal level.

ARGHI"ECTORAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in tarms of
other buildings within the conmunity.

This residence, built in 1874 is characteristic of the handsome Second
Empire-style and Queen Anne-style houses of the Prospect Hill area. Columbus
and Warren Streets were laid out for house lots by Somerviiie realtor Ira Hill
in 1870, and this was one of the first houses to be built in the subdivision.
Two bays wide and 2 1/2 stories in height with a full-height polygonal bayon
the main facade; it retains its roof of patterned slate shingles and its
ornamentation: paired and single brackets, window hoods, flat-roofed,
bracketed porch, and round-headed attic dormers. The mansard-roofed stable is
of particular significance: it is one of the few remaining stables in
Somerviiie with original surfaces and details intact.

HISTCHICAL SGNIFICANCE Explain the role ownas played in local or state history axd hev the
building relates to the devdopment of the connunity.

A. L. Lovejoy was a dealer in "fancy goods" in Boston. His former residence
was on Highland Avenue near School Street; he probably lived in this house by
1874. 1872 Directories list his former address. Like other residents who
lived on Prospect Hill, Lovejoy could commute to Boston on the nearby street
rail and steam rail systems, both of which stopped in Union Square.
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UN TED STATES CEPARIMENT (- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL  PARK SERM CE

NATI ONAL RE@ STER (F H STOR C PLACES
EVALUATI QY RETURN SHEET

REQESTED ACTION NOM NATION W . ! .

Y
PROPERTY  Lovejoy, A L., House -
NAME :
MALTI PLE  Somerviiie MPS \
NAME: VA" NS Y
STATE & GAONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex * -

DATE RECEl VED. 8/ 04/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 15/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 8/ 31/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 18/ 89
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001297

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE

O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT:

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
NATI ONAL: N
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COMMEIJT WAIVER: N
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7 ' Sational fisgpbesr

ABSTRACT/ SUMMARY COMMENTS
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DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments Y/ N see attached SLRY/' N
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253



