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Address QI Vp-rnnn .Str'PPt.
Historic Nare Cpt Wm Green House
NA
use: Present Residence
Original Residence
DESCRIPTION
Date. _"1690
Source Ribli ngraphy
Style Colonial Vernacular
Architect NA
Exterior Wall Fabric Shingles-Cedar
Outbuildings ]\jnnp

Maor Alterations (with dates) One story
shed roof addition off north wall,

east side. (c.lvOQ's)
condition Excellent
Moved VS Date c¢1790
Acreage

Setting Sethack aDProxlImatelv SO on
level lot in neighborhood of single
family residenpps.

Bill Jones, Bruce Merry
Recorded by Archi tectnral Preservation
AsSSOCXcItGS
crganizaticn wai”pfitid Hi™nTN nai

crg in
Date March igBa ™ > "



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA SIKTEMENT (if applicable)
This house contains a fragment of a First Period structure and is a good
example of a Georgian Vernacular farm house, although the structure has beei
moved, it still ,retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association, and meets criterion C of the NRHP on the
local level. It asoBBdscriterion exgotion B, the mved building excgition as it hasbesn noved
firan its orginal site.

ARCHHECTORAL SGNIFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of

other buildings within the conmiunity.
This farmhouse has been moved and renovated but the high, narrow
gambrel roof, rectangular massing of c. 1750, and the even earlier ell
c. 1680, remain. The asymmetrical facade is typical of the Colonial
vernacular, in which windows and doors were placed where they were
most necessary, and not with regard for regularity. The small, high
placed second floor windows are also a feature of domestic building
the period. Door surround and sash is not original.

HISTOEIICAL SlcallFICANCE Explain the role ownas played in local or state history and how the

building relates to the devdopment of the community.
The older part of this early farmhouse, now an ell at the rear, is
believed to have been built prior to 1680 on a site across the Saugus
River in Lynnfield. The newer part of the dwelling is believed to have -
been built by Capt. William Green in the middle of the iSth century.
Capt. Green's son Caleb acquired the house, about 1790 and moved it to
its present site in Wakefield. Later the house and farm were owned by
Caleb's son, Joshua Green. At one time the Green property included nearly
30 acres of land on the west side of Vernon Street as well as about 10
acres on the side on which the house is situated.

The land remained rural and primarily agricultural until the 20th
century, when post World Wa | | development needs, the automobile, and
governmentally financed road systems combined to make commuting
possible from the area.
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REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI ON
PROPERTY Geen, Capt. WIlliam House

NAME

MULTI PLE \Wakefield MRA

NAME

STATE & GANTY: MSSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 23/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY 6/ 22/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY 7/ 07/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NLMBER 89000672
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CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
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historic current

DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text
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FIRST PERIOD SURVEY

FCRM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISHON
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116

Photos

72:1 facade

72:6 1st floor, east room

72:10 2nd floor, rear room, summe beam

72:24 north plate, joint with west post
and chimney girt

Setch Np

4 E N
UMREEENE 19 / 330-350 / 4709-720

B QACRANG E Readi ng
SCALE 1: 25, 000

JAH ~ > M KRV NO.
90

Tow Wakefi el d. On

391 Vernon Street
Addr ess

Hidoric Nare

G een House

Wse:  Present Resi dence
Original Residence

DESCR PTI QN

Dat e 1680, 1750

Source Visual assessnent, secondary sources

Style First Period "
Architect None
Exterior Véll Fabric d apboard

Qutbuil dings None

Major Alterations (with dates) Min block,

c. 1750, incorporating noved ca. 1680 house:
house noved 1790.

Condition Excel | ent

Nved Yes Q@'tgHouse - 1790; el J
1750

ACr eaae 1.4 acres

Setting Setback approx. 50feet on |evel
lot i nresidential neighborhood of 20th c

houses.

Recorded by  Chris Boshears
Organi zation Boston University

Dat e January 1986



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cennunity: Fam No

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL GONMIESSON WAKEFIELD D
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Namne  Green House

Indicate each item o inventory fbim whidi is beng continued bdow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The Green House retains in
in itslate 17th century f
dwel ling, making i teligib
stops i nthe east end poin
construction date

tegrity of design, materials, and workmanship
rame incorporatedinto a larger Second Period
le under Criterion C The types of chanfer
t toa late 17th/early 18th-century

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Green House isa 2 1/2 story clapboarded structure with an
asymmetrical 5 bay facade and a tall narrow gambrel roof. The second
floor windows are placed high under the eaves; the door and surround are
reproduction 20th century “Colonial'. A small one story kitchen and
screened porch addition wraps around the east rear corner. The c. 1680
east section of the house was reputedly noved t o Wakefield i nthe

1750's, when the west end and gambrel roof were added, creating a
central chimey plan house. The entire building was noved i nthe 1790's
to 1 tspresent location.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

Both floors of the east end of the house exhibit late 17th century
chanfered frames with chanfer stops. The first floor east room has
exposed summer beam chimey girt, northwest post, and rear girts with
wi de bevel chamfers. Were the sumrer beam neets the chimey girt, the
north side of the sumrer has a lanb's tongue stop with three notches;
the south side has a simple triangular stop. The chimey girt has a
triangle stop where the north end of the sumer neets the girt. The
south end of the girt i s now covered, but also seens to have the
remnants of a triangle stop where the girt meets the sumer. The
exposed northest part has a bevel chanfer with taper stop. The chimey
and rear girts have triangle stops at this corner

The two east rooms on the second floor exhibit simpler stops. The south
hall and southeast corner posts have bevel chamfers with taper stops.
The south plate i s exposed and has a very rough bevel chamfer with a
taper stop at the southeast corner. The exposed east end girt has a
bevel chamfer and a very flat lamb's tongue or triangle stop i nthe

sout heast corner,.

The second floor northeastern chanmber has an exposed transverse sumrer
beam wi th bevel chanfer and lanb's tongue stops at the north end. The
north plate has_a very crude bevel chanfer.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cannunity: Frm No

MASN'ZUEET'S HISTORICAL CCMASSON WAKEHELD 0
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name Green House

Indicate each item an inventory fam VAiich is beng continued bdow.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The rooms i nthe western half of the house exhibit good Second Period
boxi ng and paneling. Therafter feet of the gambrel roof are visible on
the second floor, meeting the sides of the south plate, an unusual

detail probably resulting from the constructionof a gambrel roof on top
of a First Period frame.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Local historians state that this onecell 2 1/2 story First Period house
was originally built across the Saugus River i nlLynfield, ca 1680. The
N house was noved t oWakefield andincorporated into a Second Period
2-cell gambrel-roof house by Capt. WIliamGreen around 1750. Captain
-Geen's son, Caleb, acquired the house around 1790andnoved i tto its
present site. The noves andalterations experienced by the Green House
my be typical of the fate of many frame buildings i nthe 18thcentury,
when i t was possi bly nore economcal t onove andaddt oa dwelling than
to build a new one.

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa

































Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300



