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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Facing Jefferson Street, the Mansfield Post Office is situated on a relatively flat
site on the center‘fr1ngeof the Central Business District of a town of 6,432 people.
Mansfield, Louisiana, is located in the northwest corner of the state, approx1mate1y
forty mi]es south of Shreveport. Constructed in 1931, the one-story brick building
is Georgian Revival in style. The post office has not been significantly altered
since its construction and retains its architectural/historical integrity.

The one-story brick building is rectangular in plan over a raised basement. The
fenestration of the building enp1oy> tall twelve-over-twelve windows with a jack
arch and large keystone, There is a tile, mansard roof with domer.windows, .
balustrade’," denf11ated cornice. The exterior of the post office is further
highlighted by brick’ quo1ns at the corners of the building and Classical blank
tablets above the building's tall windows. The most prominent exterior feature is
the tetra style pedimented portico on a raised base with a double flight of steps.

The interior of the building is in fair condition. Entering a vestibule ormanented
with brass , walnut and glass, one exits from each side to reach the ormanented
window service area located in the L-shaped lobby. Lobby walls are punctuated with
5' of marble wainscotting and walnut paneling. The high ceilings and terrazzo
floors reflect a grandeur and beauty from the past.

Situated direclty behind the lobby is the Postmaster's office and a large
workroom containing vinyl tile floors, a walk-in vault and two restrooms. To
the rear is the mail vestibule and storage room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the small county seat of Mansfield, Louisiana, the Post Office is gouparable
only to the town's courthouse (Favrot and Livaudais, 1911) in its architectural
sophistication and formality. The building is a fine example of the Federal
stylistic elements of the Georgian Revival.

Unlike the Beaux Arts courthouse, the Post Office derives its architectural
distinction from the simplicity of its form and elements. The rectangular

red brick mass, elongated windows with white jack arches, attentuated portico

columns, and roof balustrade show the building's strong Federal style characteristics.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the Northwest corner of Block Nine (9), of the Town of Mansfield,

De Soto Parish, Louisiana, and running thence South on Jefferson Street One

Hundred and Forty (140) feet, thence East One Hundred and Ninety-eight (198)

feet, thence North One Hundred and Forty (140) feet, thence West One Hundred

and Ninety-eight (198) feet to place of beginning.
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