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The Beaver M i l l i s located on Beaver Street i n the valley of the North 
Branch of the Hoosic River. A wooded h i l l s i d e rises behind the m i l ] ^ to the 
west, and an even steeper h i l l rises to the east, beyond the r i v e r . Across 
Beaver Street from the m i l l are the o r i g i n a l company store and a one-story 
wooden storage building. North along Beaver Street i s a l i n e of company-
b u i l t workers' housing, mostly doiible houses and rows^\ 

k. 

The p r i n c i p a l elements of the m i l l are three attached structures p a r a l l e l 
to the street. The t o t a l length of t h i s range of buildings i s 418 feet; 
the predominant height, four stories; the predominant material, brick. In 
addition, there are a few subsidiary structures, such as an Engine Room 
Building to the west.^ 

Of the three, p r i n c i p a l buildings. Number 1, at the southern end of the range 
i s the oldest. I t s foundations go back to 1833, when a two-story-plus-
basement stone m i l l measuring 40 by 80 feet was constructed on the s i t e . 
After a f i r e i n 1850, t h i s o r i g i n a l building was r e b u i l t as a three-story-
plus-basement stone m i l l measuring 40 by 102 feet. Between 1894 and 1896, 
the top story was removed and three additional stories were constructed 
i n b rick. Building Number 1 today, therefore, i s part stone and part brick; 
the lower part dates from 1851, the upper part from 1896. The low-pitched 
gable end i s toward Beaver Street. 

Building Number 2, measuring 170 by 50 fee t , i s an amalgalm of two structure 
from the t h i r d ^ ^ a r t e r of the nineteenth century, brought together and en­
larged i n 1894-1896. I t s long side i s p a r a l l e l to Beaver Street, i t s 
material i s brick, and i t s varied fenestration r e f l e c t s i t s o r i g i n i n two 
e a r l i e r buildings. 

Building Number 3, at the north end of the range, was b u i l t i n i t s present 
form inifl896j-189^^ Measuring 208 by 75 fee t , i t extends the Beaver Street 
facade of the m i l l to the f u l l 418 feet. Like Building Number 2, i t i s 
four stories high, but i t s stories are somewhat t a l l e r . I t s brick walls 
are a r t i c u l a t e d by regularly spaced recessed window bays, each the f u l l 
height of the facade and siabsimied under segmental arches. The ef f e c t i s 
that of a pilastered facade,although no classical elements of a p i l a s t e r 
are used. The roof i s an extremely low-pitched gable with protruding 
wooden eaves. 

Included i n the National Register submission are the main m i l l and the 
wooden storage building and former company store across Beaver Street. 

m 
m 

c: 
n 

o 
z 
on 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 P re -Co lumb ian 1 d ] 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17fh Century 

• 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPEC I Fl C D A T E(S) (1 f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) T R ; ^ " ^ 1 R Q ^ — 1 WQf^ 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ j . A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

Q Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

j I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I Educa t i on 

Q Eng inee r ing 

^ Indus t ry 

[ I I nven t i on 

I \ L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

n Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

[71 Socio t / H uman ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

T ranspo r t a t i on 

[~1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other r S p e c f / y ; 

I -

u 

=3 

H 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Beaver M i l l i s s i g n i f i c a n t to the i n d u s t r i a l h i s t o r y of North Adams 
i n i t s age, i t s architectural evolution, and i t s association with the 
founding father of the c i t y , A.C. Houghton. 

The o r i g i n a l section of the Beaver M i l l ( b u i l t i n 1833; r e b u i l t i n 1851 
afte r a f i r e ) i s the oldest surviving m i l l structure i n North Adams and 
the only surviving stone mill."V The Beaver M i l l ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l evolution 
over the l a s t h a l f of the nineteenth century i s indicative both of the 
i n d u s t r i a l growth of North Adams and of changing styles of i n d u s t r i a l 
architecture. I n i t s setting i n the narrow mountain valley of the r i v e r 
that o r i g i n a l l y powered i t , the Beaver M i l l makes a strong visual impressior 
The adjacent m i l l housing enhances both the impact of the r i l l complex and 
i t s importance as a docximent of i n d u s t r i a l community development and 
architecture. 

During the l a s t quarter of the nineteenth century, when the buildings 
achieved t h e i r present form, the Beaver M i l l was owned by A. C. Houghton, 
founding father of the City of North Adams. Under his ownership, the 
complex was known as the Gallop and Houghton Beaver M i l l ^ At various 
times during his career, Houghton was a Trustee of Williams College, 
State Director of the Fitchburg Railroad, President of the North Adams 
Savings Bank, Vice President of the Adams Savings Bank, Director of the 
Berkshire L i f e Insurance Company, Commissioner of the World's Columbian 
Exposition i n Chicago (1893), President of the Arnold P r i n t Works, and 
f i r s t Mayor of North Adams. In the more recent past, the Beaver M i l l 
served as the f i r s t home for Sprague E l e c t r i c Company when that f i r m 
moved i t s operations from Quincy to North Adams i n 1930. Since then, 
Sprague E l e c t r i c has been a major economic force i n North Adams, employing 
as many as 5,500 people. Although Sprague E l e c t r i c i s leaving the Beaver 
M i l l , the buildings w i l l continue to play a role i n the future of North 
Adams i f present plans materialize f o r converting the m i l l tp^a Conservancy 
Center fcr Works of Art and A n t i q u i t i e s . 
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Robert B. Rettig, Executive Director 
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_2/2QZ13_ 
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40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
I I I . STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCAllON 

MAsgachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERtFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated accordine; to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is; 

Rational • State • Local H 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Kidtorlc Preservation 

Name 

74 

JQ(tn| F .X. DAVOREN, Secretary o f 
tnfe^Commonwealth, and Chairman 

o f the Massachusetts H i s t - o r i r a l 
Commission 

A p r i l 18, 1973 

ATTEST: 

Date Date 

Oer ol The Imtional Register^ 
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40 Beacon Street 
^citon,, ^ a i i . 02/08 
(617) 727-8470 

A p r i l 20, 1973 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.' •'.: 
Washington, D.C. 20240 , ; 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Dear Jerry: 
.1 

Enclosed are two National Register nominations for properties i n 
North Adams, Massachusetts: Beaver M i l l and Windsor Print Works. 
These have been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed 
by Secretary of the Commonwealth John F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State Liaison 
Officer. 

Although these properties are not scheduled for inclusion on our 
Fiscal 1974 apportionment warrant, they are i n even more(urgeiv^ 
need of prompt processing by your o f f i c e , because t h e i r inclusion 
i n the Register w i l l make them e l i g i b l e for Fiscal 1973 HUD 
preservation funds (allocated j u s t before the end-of-the-year 
moratorium) . We would greatly appreciate your special attention 
to t h i s extraordinary request f o r immediate processing of these 
submissions. , . . ., 

With thanks. 

Sincerely, 

r 
Robert B. Rettig ' * 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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