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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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CLASSIFICATION
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OWNERSHIP STATUS
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District g Building . Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes;
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I 1 Agricultural I I Government . Park Q Transportation [71 Comments
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S
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Adams Massachusetts
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TITLE OF SURVEY:
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DATE OF SURVEY: ]_973 . Federal n State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street
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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
I | Excellent H Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) fChecfc One)
P Altered . Unaltered n  Moved (2 Originol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Beaver Mill i slocated on Beaver Street i nthevalley of theNorth
Branch of t heHoosic River. A wooded hillside rises behind theml]"tothe
west, and an even steeper hill rises totheeast, beyond theriver. Across
Beaver Street fromthe mill aretheoriginal conpany store and a one-story

wooden storage building. North along Beaver Street i sa line of conpany-
built workers' housing, mostly doiible houses and rows”\

k

The principal elements of the mill arethree attached structures parallel
to thestreet. The total length of this range of buildings i s418 feet;
the predom nant height, four stories; thepredom nant material, brick. In

addition, there area fewsubsidiary structures, such as an Engi ne Room
Building tot hewest.”

O thethree, principal buildings. Nunber 1, at t hesouthern end of t herange
is theoldest. [Its foundations go back t 01833, when a two-story-plus-
basenent stone mill measuring 40 by 80 feet was constructed on the site.
After afire i n1850, this original building was rebuilt as a three-story-
pl us- basement stone mill measuring 40 by 102 feet. Between 1894 and 1896,
the topstory was removed and three additional stories were constructed
inbrick. Building Nunber 1 today, therefore, is part stone and part brick;
the lower part dates from 1851, t heupper part from 1896. The |ow-pitched
gable end i stoward Beaver Street.

Bui I ding Nunmber 2, measuring 170 by 50 feet, i san amalgalmof two structure
fromthethird* arterof thenineteenth century, brought together anden-
larged i n1894-1896. Itslong side is parallel toBeaver Street, its
material i sbrick, anditsvaried fenestration  reflectsitsoriginin two
earlier buildings.

Building Nunber 3, at t henorth end of therange, was built i nits present
forminifl896j-189"" Measuring 208 by 75 feet, i t extends t heBeaver Street
facade of themill tothefull 418 feet. Like Building Nunber 2, it is
four stories high, butitsstories aresomewhat taller. [Itsbrick walls
are articulatedby regularly spaced recessed wi ndow bays, each the full
height of thefacade and siabsimed under segmental arches. The effecti s
that of a pilastered facade, although no classical elements of apilaster
are used. The roof i san extremely low-pitched gable with protruding
wooden eaves.

Included i ntheNational Register submission arethenmainmill and the
wooden storage building and former conpany store across Beaver Street.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Pre-Columbian 1 d] 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17fh Century 0 19th Century
SPEC IFIC DATE(S) (1f Applicable and Known) TR;A"A 1RQM"—1 WQf»
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ 1| Education . Political [-1 Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric Q Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other rSpecfly;
Historic " Industry losophy
[ j. Agriculture [ | Invention n Science
n Architecture I\ Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [71 Socio t/Human-
Q Commerce I | Literature itarian
I I Communications . Military Theater
j | Conservation o Music Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Beaver Mill i ssignificant totheindustrial history of North Adans

initsage, i tsarchitectural evolution, and i ts associationwiththe
founding father of thecity, AC Houghton.

The original sectionof theBeaver Mill (built i n1833; rebuilt i n 1851
after afire) i stheoldest surviving mill structure i nNorth Adans and
the only surviving stone mll."V The Beaver Mill's architectural evolution
over thelast half of thenineteenth century i sindicative both of the
industrial growth of North Adans and of changing styles of industrial

architecture. I nitssetting i nthenarrowmuntain valley of theriver
that originally powered it ,theBeaver M || makes a strong visual inpressior
The adjacent mill housing enhances both t heinpact of therill conplex and

its inportance as a docximent of industrial community devel opment and
architecture.

During the last quarter of thenineteenth century, when t he buildings
achieved their present form theBeaver Mill was owned by A C Houghton,
founding father of theCity of North Adans. Under hi s ownership, the
conmpl ex was known as t he Gall op and Houghton Beaver Mill* At various
times during hi s career, Houghton was a Trustee of W lliams College,

State Director of theFitchburg Railroad, President of t heNorth Adans
Savings Bank, Vice President of t heAdans Savings Bank, Director of the
Berkshire Life Insurance Conpany, Conmissioner of theWrld' s Colunbian
Exposition i nChicago (1893), President of t heArnold Print Wrks, and
first Mayor of North Adams. | nthe nore recent past, t heBeaver Mill
served as thefirst hone for Sprague Electric Conpany when that firm
nmoved i t s operations from Quincy t oNorth Adans i n1930. Since then,
Sprague Electric has been a major economic force i nNorth Adans, enploying
as nmany as 5,500 people. Although Sprague Electric i sleavingthe Beaver
Mill, thebuildings will continue toplay arole i nthefuture of North
Adans i fpresent plans materialize forconvertingthemill tp”~aConservancy
Center fcr Wrks of Art and Antiquities.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National Register.
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Aciton,, Maii. 02/08
40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470

April 20, 1973

M. Jerry Rogers
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places

Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service CERTI FI ED MAI L
18th and C Streets, NW' o

Washington, DC 20240 :

Dear Jerry: 1

Encl osed aretwo National Register nomnations for propertiesi n
North Adans, Massachusetts: Beaver Mill and Wndsor Print \Wrks.
These have been declared eligible for submssion by t heMassachusetts
Historical Commi ssion, theState Review Board, and have been signed
by Secretary of t heConmonweal th John F.X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Conmission and designated State Liaison
Officer.

Al 't hough these properties arenot scheduled for inclusion on our
Fiscal 1974 apportionment warrant, they arei n even more(urgeiv”®
need of pronpt processing by your office, because their inclusion
in the Register will make themeligible for Fiscal 1973 HD
preservation funds (allocated just before t he end-of-the-year
moratorium . V& would greatly appreciate your special attention
to this extraordinary request for imrediate processing of these
submi ssi ons.

Wth thanks.

Sincerely,

RobertrB. Rettig b
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

RBR/ I rh



ENTRI ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REG STER
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Date Entered MAY 111973
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Cu8to» House District Bost on
Suffol k County
Tova UIIX District (Charl etitown) Boston
Suffol k Gounty
iBeaver Mill Nort h Adans

Berkshire Coimy
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Hon. IIZEward M Ke’"](agy Hon. John F. X Davoren

liou, Edwra w. fcroo Secretary of the QGoutnonweal th
ilou. Jolin Hoakley Chai rman, Musaachusetts historical
ilon. Thoaas P. 0'c4«ill, Jr. Coupesion

Hon. Silvio 0. Couto 40 Ueacon Street

Soat on, MussAchuButtB 0210ii

Director, Northeast Region [PFR NRowl and:  pel 5/16/73



