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The Bell House located at Jonesboro was built circa 1903 by J. V. Bell. The
small, two-storey, Victorian house contains several different architectural
influences. Use of spindlework and bric-brac detailing and the high, multiple
roofs suggests a Queen Anne influence, while the use of sunbursts, stars, and
moons reflects an Oriental influence common in Victorian houses.

Resting on a concrete foundation, the frame house has an irregular shape and
floor plan. Several projections abut from the house. There are four bay
windows on the facade and side elevations and three gables rising from the
high-hipped roof.

The facade, which faces north, contains most of the architecturally interesting
features. Across the entire first-storey facade and down the east elevation
extends a one-storey veranda. The veranda is enclosed about one-third of the
way up, and its slender, turned spindle columns resemble table legs. Suspended
from the bargeboard at the roof of the veranda is a border of cutout detailing
featuring spindlework, bric-brac, and at each corner, a piece of bargeboard with
cutout stars and half-moons. The overall effect of the detailing is to give the
house an embellished, almost gawdy appearance, which was very popular in Victo-
rian houses around the turn of the century. A pedimented portico frames the
entrance. The starburst design dominates the portico.

On the facade of the second storey are two bay windows. One of the bay windows
is contained within a gable. The center panel of the bay has a large window
with single-pane, double-hung windows. The windows on each of the sides of the
bay are of narrower proportions, but also have two panes of glass. Above the
bay window in the gable is.a small balcony, imbricated, scalloped shingles,

and designs depicting sunburst at the apex of the gable. Suspended from the
arch of the gable are turned-spindle extrados, framing the center window.

Above the portico is a smaller bay window, which lacks the ornamental decora-
tion of the larger one, but it is topped by a six-sided turret. The turret
has six panels on the frieze, each embossed with the sunburst design. Brack-
ets decorate the cornice line of the imbricated, scalloped roof that has a
metal finial on top.

The east elevation also has the same type of detailing as the facade. Extend-
ing the entire length of this elevation on the first storey is the veranda. On
the second storey is a gabled window with scrollwork, modillions, and sunburst
designs. A small chimney is on the southeast section of this elevation.

A screened-in sun porch spans one-half of the first floor of the rear eleva-
tion. - : '

The interior of the house is not very significant architecturally. The
irregular floorplan features ten rooms, five upstairs and five downstairs.
There are no fireplaces in the house.
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Several changes have been made to the Bell House. Perhaps the most notice-
able is the painting of the house. Originally the house was painted a dark
brown, in keeping with the characteristic use of somber colors by the Victo-
rians. The house was painted white by a later owner and the present owners,
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Dougan, have chosen to leave the house white. However
the Dougans decided to brighten the exterior by contrasting the detail work.

A screened-in porch on the rear has been boxed in on the upper storey, and at
least one addition has been added to the rear. The high-hipped, multiple
roofs, once wooden shingles, have been covered with asbestos, simulated shin-
gles, except for the turret, which retains wooden shingles.
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The significance of the Bell House lies primarily in its architecture. As is
true with many Victorian homes, the Bell House has elements of Queen Anne
architecture and Oriental influence. Queen Anne elements include the bay
windows, high and multiple roofs, turret, multiple gables and the irregular
floor plan. The frequent use of the sunburst design, the -stars, and the
half-moons reflects the influence of the Orient.

J. V. Bell, builder of the Bell House, came to Jonesboro from Tennessee.
Bell opened and operated one of the first bookstores in Jonesboro for sev-
eral years. Later he became secretary of Jonesboro Savings and Loan. In
1919 Bell sold the house to Thomas Hardy, a cotton speculator. His daughter
later converted it to a boarding house.

The condition of the house deteriorated and it twice was threatened with
demolition, once during the Great Depression and again in 1965. Briefly it
served as a fraternity house. ey

Architecturally the house contains several interesting features. Extending
across the facade and down the east elevation is a one-storey veranda with

a gable above ‘the entrance way. The most decorative element of the veranda
is the border of cutouts suspended from the bargeboard of the roof of the
veranda. The cutouts feature spindle work, bric-brac and corner-boards with
stars and half-moons.

The multiple roofs and the projections are also architecturally significant.
Four bay windows and three gables decorate the house. The most elaborate bay
window is located on’ the house's northwest corner on the facade. A false
balcony and turned spindle extrados are featured. Above the smaller bay
window, also on the facade, is a six-sided turret roof with imbricated scal-
loped shingles and topped by a metal weathervane. Each of the side eleva-
tions also has a gabled bay window.

The use of the starburst design is very abundant, and it is made more notice-
able by the very bright colors which the present owners have used for the
detailing. Also the use of stars and moons add to the Oriental influence.
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There have been several alterations to the house. Part of the upper rear
porch has been boxed in and at least one addition has been made to the
rear. Some interior changes have modernized the kitchen facilities.
However these alterations have not seriously affected the integrity of
the house. The facade, the most architecturally significant feature of
the house, remains intact.

The Bell house has remained for over seventy years with much the same
appearance. A change in the paint colors has removed some of the aura of
Victorianism, but the significant architectural features still exemplify
a Victorian house of the turn of the century.
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