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Request for Removal for the National Register of Historic Places 

Reception Building (NRIS 80004566) 

Cordova, Alaska 

Reason for removal: 

Reception Building 
Name of Property 
Valdez-Cordova, Alaska 

County and State 
80004566 
NR Reference Number 

~ un~ rr aw rE ~ 

~~--~ 
Natl. R~g. of lfo1onc Places 

Nat i:.mal .Park Service 

The property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing because the qualities which caused it to be listed 
have been lost or destroyed (36 CFR 60.15) 

Dates and Nature of change: 

Demolished, January 9, 2019 

Comments: 

The Reception Building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 9, 1980, for its 
association with Link Wahn and commerce between 1908 and 1924 in the town of Cordova, that 
flourished with construction and operation of the Copper River and Northwestern Railway and the 
associated Kennecott Copper Mine. The lot without the building does not exhibit these associations. 

Attached is an article from The Cordova Times, January 11, 2019, the local newspaper with details about 
the building's history and the reasons for demolition. 

A letter to the owner of the property and the mayor of the City of Cordova was sent January 18, 2019, 
regarding removing the property from listing in the National Register and providing them with the 
opportunity to comment. Neither party commented. A copy of the letter is attached. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reception Building (as it has always been known) is a long, narrow structure 
which cuts noticeably into the hillside at the rear and along the B Street side.
It fully occupies the corner lot facing 2nd Street and is central to the historic 
business district. The strongly rectangular, two-story structure, measures 25' 
wide and 100' long. Of frame construction throughout, it retains the original 
horizontal shlplap siding, with endboard joints and comers. The roof is flat 
and tarred, with wooden eaves; the eave trim is boxed, with decorated cornice and 
plain frieze.

The original first floor front was highly distinctive; representing an inset 
porticoed gallery, supported by four columns. Just to the right of this (on the 
B Street side) was a large, black, plate-glass window with the word RECEPTION 
embossed in gold leaf. When prohibition, in 1918, caused closure of the saloon, 

the spacious front section was converted into two apartments. This singular 
architectural feature suffered accordingly. The portico space was unimaginatively 
brought out flush to the front, with a central entrance door framed only by two 
plate glass windows. The attractive, embossed glass nameplate was replaced by a 
conventional and smaller windowlight.

Other than this, the building has had no alteration except of a cosmetic nature. 
The original exterior paint is believed to have been a pleasant pastel color with 
white trim on the endboards, cornices and window sills. Over the years this 
style has been reversed; with the siding re-painted white (or off-white) and the 
trim always of darker colors. The building still retains its boardwalk at front 
and side; one of the very few still existing in Cordova.

When Link Wain sold the building in 1941 it was in prime condition. A photograph 
even 20 years later, indicates it as still well kept-up. Since that time, 
however, it has gradually deteriorated. At present, and for more than a decade, 
there has been no occupancy other than the front portion of the main floor.
This now comprises two offices for Mr. Collins and his son Phil.

The present owner, the Cordova Historical Society, and others are anxious to 
further stabilize, and if possible, restore, this landmark structure as an 
important vestige of the place that once envisioned itself as destined to be "the 
Pittsburgh of the North."
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Reception Building (as it has always been known) is a long, narrow structure 
which cuts noticeably into the hillside at the rear and along the B Street side. 
It fully occupies the corner lot facing 2nd Street and is central to the historic 
business district. The strongly rectangular, two-story structure, measures 25' 
wide and 100' long. Of frame construction throughout, it retains the original 
horizontal shiplap siding, with endboard joints and corners. The roof is flat 
and tarred, with wooden eaves; the eave trim is boxed, with decorated cornice and 
plain frieze. 

The original first floor front was highly distinctive; representing an inset 
porticoed gallery, supported by four columns. Just to the right of this (on the 
B Street side) was a large, black, plate-glass window with the word RECEPTION 
embossed in gold leaf. When prohibition, in 1918, caused closure of the saloon, 

the spacious front s ection was converted into two apartments. This singular 
architectural feature suffered accordingly. The portico space was unimaginatively 
brought out flush to the front, .with a central entrance door framed only by two 
plate glass windows. The attractive, embossed glass nameplate was replaced by a 
conventional and smaller windowlight. 

Other than this, the building has had no alteration except of a cosmetic nature. 
The original exterior paint is believed to have been a pleasant pastel color with 
white trim on the endboards, cornices and window sills. Over the years this 
style has been reversed; with the siding re-painted white (or off-white) and the 
trim always of darker colors. The building still retains its boardwalk at front 
and side; one of the very few still existing in Cordova. 

When Link Waln sold the building in 1941 it was in prime condition. A photograph 
even 20 years later, indicates it as still well kept-up. Since that time, 
however, it has gradually deteriorated. At present, and f or more than a decade, 
there has been no occupancy other than the front portion of the main floor. 
Thi s now comprise s two of f ice s f or Mr. Collins and his son Phil. 

The present owner, the Cordova Historical Society, and others are anxious to 
further stabilize, and if possible, restore, this landmark structure as an 
important vestige of the place that once envisioned itself as destined to be "the 
Pittsburgh of the North." 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reception Building epitomizes the first decade of the founding and d3mamic 
growth of Cordova; resulting from the exploitation of the rich Kennecott Copper 
Mines and the building of the spectacular Copper River & Northwestern Railroad to 
haul the concentrated ores. It commemorates Link Wahn, a pioneer who contributed 
to Alaska's commercial history. This also is one of the oldest and most representative 
surviving business buildings in the place called "OMAR", immortalized by Rex 
Beach's novel The Iron Trail.

Historical Background

In 1908, with the certainty that the Morgan-Guggenhelm Interests would make 
Cordova into a major Alaskan city—if not "the Pittsburgh of the North" as 
proclaimed by the most ardent promoters—this would be, at the least, a new 
seaport, Cordova offered long-range hopes for development of Industries based on 
copper, oil, coal, timber, transport, and fisheries. Thus in 1908, a new, and 
much larger townsite adjoining the rail headquarters (which in the preceedlng 
three years, Mike Heney had superimposed on the fishing Village of Eyak) was 
opened. Lots sold like hotcakes. Sourdoughs and entreprenuers from all over 
Alaska converged here on a scale previously equalled only at Skagway and Nome.
But for the most part, the men and women who came here were of a different breed. 
They had witnessed the boom and the bust cycle of the goldcamps; the disillusionment 
of back-breaking toil. Many had married or brought their familes to Alaska.
Almost all had moved up from "mushing and mucking" to trades, small businesses 
and the professions. They yearned for stability.

Typical of such men was Owen Webster Wain—always called "Link". Born of pioneer 
stock in Iowa in 1864, Link grew up and reached maturity on the Wyoming frontier 
near Buffalo. With the first word of the sensational Klondike gold strike he was 
on his way to Dawson, but (as with a high percentage of the 60,000 who converged 
there) he was disappointed. In 1899 he came down-river to the new gold camp of 
Nome, arriving in time to mine the beach placers; and with sufficient success to 
enable the purchase of a saloon at Unalaska. Unalaska in 1900 was a thriving 
port, the midway fueling stop for ships plying between Seattle, Nome and St. 
Michaels, (for the Yukon River trade). Link Wain soon met and married Sophie 
Reinken, and a family ensued. After 1905, as the gold strikes appeared to have 
run their course and business began declining at Unalaska, he watched, with more 
than passing interest, developments in the "railroad race" in the Gulf of Alaska. 
The timing of his arrival at Cordova was not accidental. He sold the Unalaska 
saloon, booked the earliest passage possible and arrived with his family and 
their belongings early in the summer of 1908.
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SPECIFIC DATES Built 1908 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 0. W. (Link} Wahn 
Bill Williams 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Reception Building epitomizes the first decade of the founding and dynamic 
growth of Cordova; resulting from the exploitation of the rich Kennecott Copper 
Mines and the building of the spectacular Copper River & Northwestern Railroad to 
haul the concentrated ores. It commemorates Link Wahn, a pioneer who contributed 
to Alaska's commercial history. This also is one of the oldest and most representativ1 
surviving business buildings in the place called "OMAR", immortalized by Rex 
Beach's novel The Iron Trail. - - --- ---
Historical Background 

In 1908, with the certainty that the Morgan-Guggenheim interests would make 
Cordova into a major Alaskan city--if not "the Pittsburgh of the North" as 
proclaimed by the most ardent promoters--this would be, at the least, a new 
seaport, Cordova offered long-range hopes for development of industries based on 
copper, oil, coal, timber, transport, and fisheries. Thus in 1908, a new, and 
much larger townsite adjoining the rail headquarters (which in the preceeding 
three years, Mike Heney had superimposed on the fishing Village of Eyak) was 
opened. Lots sold like hotcakes. Sourdoughs and entreprenuers from all over 
Alaska converged here on a scale previously equalled only at Skagway and Nome. 
But for the most part, the men and women who came here were of a different breed. 
They had witnessed the boom and the bust cycle of the goldcamps; the disillusionment 
of back-breaking toil. Many had married or brought their familes to Alaska. 
Almost all had moved up from "mushing and mucking" to trades, small businesses 
and the professions. They yearned for stability. 

Typical of such men was Owen Webster Waln--always called "Link". Born of pioneer 
stock in Iowa in 1864, Link grew up and reached maturity on the Wyoming frontier 
near Buffalo. With the first word of the sensational Klondike gold strike he was 
on his way to Dawson, but (as with a high percentage of the 60,000 who converged 
there) he was disappointed. In 1899 he came down-river to the new gold camp of 
Nome, arriving in time to mine the beach placers; and with sufficient success to 
enable the purchase of a saloon at Unalaska. Unalaska in 1900 was a thriving 
port, the midway fueling stop for ships plying between Seattle, Nome and St. 
Michaels, (for the Yukon River trade). Link Waln soon met and married Sophie 
Reinken, and a family ensued. After 1905, as the gold strikes appeared to have 
run their course and business began declining at Unalaska, he watched, with more 
than passing interest, developments in the "railroad race" in the Gulf of Alaska. 
The timing of his arrival at Cordova was not accidental. He sold the Unalaska 
saloon, booked the earliest passage possible and arrived with his family and 
their belongings early in the summer of 1908. 
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Wain purchased a lot, and in partnership with a man named Bill Williams—as the 
city rose around them—speedily opened the Reception Saloon (and Apartment^). This 
building quickly became a landmark in the community described as: "populous and
prosperous, with two daily newspapers, a gravity water system, electric lights 
and telephones, substantial business and office structures, a bank and two fine 
Hotels." Although the boom aspect waned with completion of the railroad in 1911, 
many more residences, two theaters, a hospital, schools and another bank had been 
built when the population peeked, at 5,000, in the early 1920's.

During these years Link Wahn remarried, served on the city council, helped 
organize, and became an officer of the local chapter of the Pioneers Of Alaska.
With the coming of prohibition in 1918, Bill Williams sold his interest in the 
Reception Building to Link; who then remodeled the saloon portion into apartments, 
(The most drastic alteration that the building would experience). Wahn also 
began managing the Windsor Hotel that year.

Although Cordova's smelting Industry never materialized, this was compensated by 
the development of nine canneries in the vicinity. But closure of the Kennecott 
mines in 1938; soon followed by abandonment of the Copper River & Northwestern 
Railroad, proved a severe blow to the community.

Now 77 years of age, with the world at war and his family grown. Link Wain sold 
his interestsin Cordova and moved to El Monte, California. His successor at the 
Reception Building was Frank Iverson of McCarthy, who had witnessed that town 
rise and fall with the fortunes of Kennecott and the railroad. Iverson managed 
the Reception, successfully, for several years; but thereafter a series of owners 
allowed it to decline. Even after the fire of 1963, which destroyed almost half 
of the business district (including many of the most historically significant) 
the Reception owner failed to take advantage of the situation.

The Reception had deteriorated to the point of condemnation when acquired by 
present owner. Cliff Collings in 1973. He has since provided essential stabilization 
and now strives for "final recognition and restoration of this structure as a 
vital step in the preservation of Cordova's heritage."
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Waln purchased a lot, and in partnership with a man named Bill Williams--as the 
city rose around them--speedily opened the Reception Saloon (and Apartmen~. This 
building quickly became a landmark in the community described as: "populous and 
prosperous, with two daily newspapers, a gravity water system, electric lights 
and telephones, substantial business and office structures, a bank and two fine 
Hotels." Although the boom aspect waned with completion of the railroad in 1911, 
many more residences, two theaters, a hospital, schools and another bank had been 
built when the population peeked, at 5,000, in the early 192O's. 

During these years Link Wahn remarried, served on the city council, helped 
organize, and became an officer of the local chapter of the Pioneers Of Alaska. 
With the coming of prohibition in 1918, Bill Williams sold his interest in the 
Reception Building to Link; who then remodeled the saloon portion into apartments. 
(The most drastic alteration that the building would experience). Wahn also 
began managing the Windsor Hotel that year. 

Although Cordova's smelting industry never materialized, this was compensated by 
the development of nine canneries in the vicinity. But closure of the Kennecott 
mines in 1938; soon followed by abandonment of the Copper River & Northwestern 
Railroad, proved a severe blow to the community . 

Now 77 years of age, with the world at war and his family grown, Link Waln sold 
his interestsin Cordova and moved to El Monte, California. His successor at the 
Reception Building was Frank Iverson of McCarthy, who had witnessed that town 
rise and fall with the fortunes of Kennecott and the railroad. Iverson managed 
the Reception, successfully, for several years; but thereafter a series of owners 
allowed it to decline. Even after the fire of 1963, which destroyed almost half 
of the business district (including many of the most historically significant) 
the Reception owner failed to take advantage of the situation. 

The Reception had deteriorated to the point of condemnation when acquired by 
present owner, Cliff Collings in 1973. He has since provided essential stabilization 
and now strives for "final recognition and restoration of this structure as a 
vital step in the preservation of Cordova's heritage." 
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FOR HCRS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED FEB

DATE ENTERED,

Reception Building (AHRS Site No. COR-115)

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 of 2

With the recent loss of the LeFevre building, by snowfall, after it had been 
stabilized and was awaiting recognition on the National Register; and late in 
1979 a city ruling has placed an even more significant structure, Hegg's Photo 
Gallery, on the endangered list, it is now imperative that the Reception 
Building be saved. If Hegg's studio is lost. Reception becomes the final 
structural link remaining of early-day Cordova.
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Janson, Lone, The Copper Spike, Northwest Pub. Co., Anchorage, 1975.

Beach, Rex, The Iron Trail, Harper, N.Y., 1913.

Harrison, E.S., AlaskaYukon Magazine, 1909, 1910, Seattle; also Alaska Almanac, 
1909.

Pratt, Lee C., The Alaska Yearbook, 1928 Ed., Pub., The Alaska Weekly, Seattle, 
Washington.

Lower Copper & Chitina Rivers: Resource Study, ADP, Hist. & Arch. Series 5,
Anchorage, August 1974.
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SOURCE: Robert D. Monroe, Spec Collections Div., Univ of Wash Libraries,
Seattle, Wash 98195 14 Sept 1977
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RECEPTION BUILDING, CORDOVA, ALA.SKA JAN . 10, 1980 
' ' 

rri c~ ~~ 

For Alaska Div. of Parks 
t 

Anchorage, Photcsby Cliff 
Collins, Jan. 8, 1980. 
Box 698, Cordova, Ak. 99574 

lo 

2. 

FEB 8 1980 

Side and front 
profile, looking 
south. 

Front of bldg. 
looking South 
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3, RECEPTION BUILDING, CORDOVA

FEB 8 1980 I;

'n,

sgsfctaapaiirtii^Si

Reception Bldg.

I90S-II 1)1353 on 2nd Street 

Cordova, Alaclca '

July 6, 1901 Snell

Negative or photo, National Park Service 
San Francisco Regional Office

July 6; 1961 

3, RECEPTION BUILDING, COlillOVA 

FEB 

1908-ll bld.;3 o:i 2nd Street 

Negative or photo , National Park Service 
San Francisco egional Office 

8 1980 

' Reception Bldg. 
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Reception (Saloon) Building 
Ca, 1909-10. From an early photo 
(not identified; Probably Hegg)
Submitted by Cliff Collins, owner.
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Reception (Saloon) Building 
Ca. 1909-10. From an early phQto 
(not identified: Probably Hegg) 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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To:

From:

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Alaska Division of Parks 
323 E. Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Clifford W. Collins
P.O. Box 698__________
Cordova. Alaska 99^7U

Subject: pFiceptAon Diillding

I am the owner of the above mentioned property and 
I understand that it has been proposed for nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. I have 
been provided with, have read, and understand liter­

ature explaining the National Register program and the 
effect on property if it is entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

As the owner of the property, I: (DO)
concur with the proposed nomination to the National

Register of Historic Places.

\.U//.yriA U \ ^
(Property o^hier' sSignature) (Date)

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

I am the owner of the above mentioned property and 

I understand that it has been proposed for nomination 

to the National Register of Historic Places. I have 

been provided with, have read, and understand liter­

ature explaining the National Register program and the 

effect on property if it is entered in the National 

Register of Historic Places . 

As the owner of the property, I: (DO) 

concur with the proposed nomination to the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

3-1-/S 
(Date) 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERI¥OR

DIVISION OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

/ JAY S. HAMMOND, Governor

Phone 465-3512 
Pouch AD - Juneau 99811

April 25, 1978

William S. Hanable, Chief 
History and Archaeology 
Division of Parks 
Department of Natural Resources 
619 Warehouse Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Subject: Cordova Reception Bldg.
Historical Site 
State I.D. No. 78031501

Dear Mr. Hanable:

The Alaska State Clearing House has completed review on the 
subject project.

The State Clearinghouse has no comment on this project.

This letter will satisfy the review requirements of the 
office of Management and Budget Circular A-95.

^i^cerely,

Jer^ Maddfe
State-Federal Coordinator

JM/cz

01-A3LH01 -A3LH 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
DIVISION OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

-I 
JAY S. HAMMOND, Governor 

Phone 465-3512 

Pouch AD - Juneau 99811 

April 25, 1978 

William S. Hanable, Chief 
History and Archaeology 
Division of Parks 
Department of Natural Resources 
619 Warehouse Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Subject: Cordova Reception Bldg. 
Historical Site 
State I.D. No. 78031501 

Dear Mr. Hanable: 

The Alaska State Clearing House has completed review on the 
subject project. 

The State Clearinghouse has no comment on this project. 

This letter will satisfy the review requirements of the 
office of Management and Budget Circular A-95. 

~ 
Coordinator 

JM/cz 



Coltdoua'iUiQtolticaf Society ^
9.©.CBox391 a/ f

CoiidoyQ.cAfasfcQ 996574

December l^j 1979

William S. Hanable ^State Preservation Officer 1IVI SION OF Parks 
oTATE OF Alaska „
619 Warehouse Drive Suite 210 
Anchorage^ Alaska 99501.

DMsfon of Parks

DEC 17 1979

Dear Mr Hanable:
The members of
UPSET TO HEAR 
ELGIBLE FOR N ISTORIC PlAC

STORicAL Society were very 
Apt. Building was not National Register of

Would it be pNEXT MEETINffl 
POSSIBLY THE
Hoping v 

Sincerely,

Cordova Historical Museum

REQUEST AT THE 
OMMITTEE AND JUST 

HER CONSIDERATION.
EOR US IN THIS MATTER.

;$$fd- '/ 

Co1tdoua CJJtsto/ftcaQ goctety (/,1 ~ ~tr,ro/1· ts-U:,, ) 
cp_()_ CBox '.N 1 ✓ (/ 

Cohdova.v.\Qasba 9965 7 4 

WILLIAMS, HANABLE 
STATE PRESERYATION OFFICER 
DIVISION QF PARKS 

C 

DECEMBER 14J 1979 

DMsron of Parks 

DEC 17 1979 
STATE OF ALASKA 
619 WAREHOUSE DRIVEg SUfTE 210 
AN CHORAGE, ALASKA SU I 

DEAR MR HANABLE: 

THE MEMBERS OF 0 
UPSET TO HEART 
l;LGIBLE FQR NO 
HISTORIC PLAC • 

WOULD IT BE P 
NEXT MEETINt'fl 
POSSIBLY THE 

HOPING y 

SINCERELY, 

~k~J 
CORDOVA HISTORICAL USEUM 

STORICAL SOCIETY WERE VERY 
APT, BUILDl~G AS NOT 
~ NATIONAL KEG ISTER OF 

~rm:~~~ REQUEST AT THE 
OMMITTEE AND JUST 

HER CONSIDERATION, 

US IN THIS MATTER, 
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HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY C0:-L‘1ITTSE 
VOTING RECORD Juneau, January 14-15, 1980

Move Reception Building, AHRS Site No. COR-115

the National Register of Historic Places. 

(Moved by: Richard Engen

_be noininated to
m . • »

i

)

Motion Seconded by: Marian Johnson

i'lotion to amend (if any)

Motion to amend (if any) seconded by: 

Vote on motion:

IN FAVOR 

Blahuta

Crittenden

Engen

Shlnkwln

Johnson

D’Arcy

ABSTAIN

0

OPPOSED

0

RESULT

Passed 6-0*

Rejected

Tabled

*Passed unanimously

HISTORIC SITES ADVISORY co:-E-1ITT.2E 
VOTING RECORD Juneau, January 14-15, 1980 

~love Reception Building, AHR.S Site No. COR-115 be nominated to -----------------------------
the Natiorial Register o f Historic Places. 

(.Moved by: ___ R_1_· c_h_a_r_d_E_n_g_en ___________________________ ) 

1-lotion Seconded by: -----------------------------
Marian Johnson 

I•1otion to amend (if any) ----------------:--------------

Motion to amend (if any) seconc:e<l 

Vote on motion: 

IN FAVOR 

Blahuta 

Crittenden 

Engen 

Shinkwin 

Johnson 

D1Arcy 

ABSTAH•; 

0 

by: -----------~------

O??OS:SD 

0 

RESULT 

Passed 6-0* 
-------

Rejected ---~--
0 

Tabled 0 

~Passed unanimously 

RECifVED 
FEB 8 1980 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

• -\]}· 
- ·~/ 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION MATERIAL

Transmittal Inventory, National Register

January
(Date)

TO: Keeper of the National Register 
440 G Street, N.W.
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C., 20243

1. Form 10-300, National Register Nomination AHRS SITE No.

Reception Building, Cordova, Alaska

COR-115

Photographs of Property: 1. Side and front profile, looking south, 1980.

2. Front of building, 1980, looking south. 3. Snell, NPS, 1961. (copy)

4. As built, 1909/10 (copy, Collins).

3. Property Maps, Drawings: U.S.G.S. Quad Cordova (C-5) 1:63 360;

Sandbom Map, 1927, showing site location.

4. Voting Record, State Historic Sites Advisory Committee. Date: January 15, 1980 

Approved 6-0 (None abstaining)^

5. Other Enclosures: Owner's consent; State Clearinghouse approval; Letter,

Cordova Historical Society, 12/14/79; SHPO to Cordova Historical Society, 

12/18/79, re: 12 month waiver.

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF PARKS, Office of History & Archaeology 
619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

i:

'i; 3: f;. 
■‘vv;. ■-

"it. -,sf-

HISTORIC PRESERVATI0.1 ~L.\TERIAL 

Transmittal Inventory , National Register 

FEB 8 198G ► 

NATIONAL' 
REGISTER 

< ~~/ 
_·;:~ / 

January~~ -

TO : Keeper of the National Register 
440 G Street , N.W . 

1. 

U.S. Department of t he Interior 
Washington, D. C., 20243 

Form 10-300, National Register Nomination AHRS SITE No . 

Reception Building, Cordova, Alaska 

(Date) 

COR-115 

2. Photographs of Property : 1. Side and front profile, looking south, 1980. 

2. Front of building, 1980, looking south. 3. Snell, NPS, 1961. (copy) 

3. 

4. As built, 1909/10 (copy, Collins). 

Property Maps, Drawings : U. S .G. S. Qu ad 

Sandborn Map, 1927, showing site location. 

Cordova (C-5) 1:63 360; 

4. Voting Record , State Historic Sites Advisory Committee . Date : January 15, 1980 

Approved 6-0 (None abstaining), 

5. Other Enclosures : Owner's consent; State Clearinghouse approval; Letter, 

Cordova Historical Society, 12/14/79; SHPO to Cordova Historical Society, 

12/18(79, re: 12 month waiver. 

STATE OF ALASKA 
DErARTNENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF PARKS, Office of History & Archaeology 
619 Warehouse Drive, Suite 210 
Anch orage , Alaska 99501 



CLIFFORD W. COIL INS 
P.O, Box 698

Cordova, Alaska 9957U

March 10, 1980

Reference: 661Carol D, Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
U, S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D, C 202h0

Dear Ms, Shull:

This is in reply to the letter outlining consideration of 
the Reception Building in Cordova, Alaska for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places,

The building is our property, VJe understand the provisions 
and requirements of tte National Register program and do wish 
the property to be listed in the Register, We gave our approval 
to this some time ago, A copy of our original approval is in the 
files of the State of Alaska, %storical Preservation Office,

ySlncerely yours, /J

Clifford W. Collins

CLIFFORD W. COIL INS 
P.O. Box 698 Yr Cordova, Alaska 99~'2' 

1111 
ft) 

0 

Lj?U~J/~ 
~f?/'-tL-- 1/L t 

March 10, 198o t/-"fL 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Herit~ge Conservation & Recreation Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington , D. C 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Reference: 661 

This is in reply to the letter outlining consideration of 
the Reception Building in Cordova, Alaska for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The building is our property. ~e understand the provisions 
and requirements of the National Register program and do wish 
the property to be listed in the Register. We gave our approval 
to t his some time ago. A copy of our original a proval is in the 
files of the State of Alaska, Historical Preservation Office . 

&iJ:1:/;J·~ 
Clifford W. Collis 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
ALASKA

Date Entered APR 9

Name

Reception Building

Also Notified
Honorable Mike Gravel

Honorable Ted Stevens 
Honorable Don Young

(jt Byers/bjr 4/16/80

Location

Cordova
Cordova-McCarthy Division

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. William S. Hanable
Chief of History and Archeology
Division of Parks
Department of Natural Resources
619 Warehouse Avenue, Suite 210
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

■I*

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.

Name 

Reception Building 

Honorable Mike Gravel 

Honorable Ted Stevens 
Honorable Don Young 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

ALASKA 
STATE 

APR 
Date Entered 

Also Notified 

9 l 

Location 

Cordova 
Cordova-McCarthy Division 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. William S. Hanable 
Chief of History and Archeology 
Division of Parks 

~ Byers/bjr 4/ 16/80 

Department of Natural Resources 
619 Warehouse Avenue, Suite 210 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



Cordova Chronicles: Another historic 
landmark is gone 
110-year-old Remy's Florist is demolished 

By Dick Shellhorn - January 11, 2019 

On Jan . 8, 2019, while waiting for another dump truck to arrive, Wilson Construction Manager John Baenen confers with 

excavator operator Gene Wooden, while Mike Glasen examines what is left of the Reception Building. (Photo by Dick 

Shellhorn/The Cordova Times) 

While the fate of the Cordova House remains uncertain, the demise of another local landmark is complete. 

Wilson Construction made short order of the building that once housed Remy's Florist, demolishing the 

110-year-old structure in just two days. 

Operating under clear skies and bitter temperatures, an excavator began tearing the old Reception Building 
I 

down at daybreak on Jan. 7, 2019, and by late in the day only the front face and the north wall were still 



standing. Several Wilson dump trucks were busy hauling off loads of debris, and by mid-day on Jan. 8 

cleanup of the foundation was almost complete. 

By late afternoon on Jan. 7, 2019, much of the demolished Reception Building had been hauled away In Wilson Construction 

dump trucks. (Photo by Dick Shellhorn/The Cordova Times) 

"The cold weather actually made it much easier," Wilson mechanic Terry Phillips said. "We didn't have to 

deal with icy streets alongside the building, which would have been quite a challenge." 

The speed with which the structure came down surprised many on-lookers, who also expressed dismay. 

"It's a sad day," said Nicole Nothstine, who was on her way to pick up her children at Mt. Eccles when school 

was out at 3:30 p.m. "There goes more another piece of Cordova history." Ironically, her husband Tom was 

one of the truck drivers hauling it off. 



The historic Reception Building gets demolished. (Photo by David Little/for The Cordova Times) 

Located on the comer of Second Street and Browning Avenue, the building dates back to 1908 and the birth 

of Cordova. The long rectangular two-story structure was built in the summer of that year for "Link" Waln 

and J. Williams to house the Horseshoe Saloon, which was famous for a warm reception to thirsty workers 

building the Copper River and Northwestern Railway. 

Carpenters at Cordova's fledging townsite had to be experts at tossing up saloons, as it seems that nearly 

every other building in the newly-cleared area was a pub. This one had an extra attraction, namely an 

upstairs full-length hall that was a popular place for parties and dances. Anticipating large crowds, workers 

placed heavy support beams on the floor of the dance hall, which were discovered when remodeling was 

being done 80 years later. 

Waln became sole owner of the 25-foot-wide by 100-foot-long building from 1918 to 1941. He was a pioneer 

Alaskan who came north during the Klondike Gold Rush, and eventually found success mining gold in 

Nome, using profits from that enterprise to purchase a saloon in Unalaska. After settling in Cordova, he 

became a founder of the local Cordova Pioneer Igloo. 



When Prohibition caused closure of the saloon in 1918, the building was converted to apartments, and the 

distinctive original front with columns and black plate glass windows was removed. 

A series of owners followed Wain and allowed the building to decline. The building was on the brink of 

condemnation when acquired by Cliff Collins in 1973, who went about stabilizing and repairing the facility. 

He used it as a location for Collins Insurance Agency, while his son Phil operated Sea Land Shipping in the 

same location. 

In 1983, Bill and Remy Johnson bought the aging building and opened a gift and floral shop on the bottom 

floor, while moving into an apartment in the back of the lower floor. 

Bill and Remy Johnson, who spearheaded remodeling and repair of the Reception Building, pose near the entrance to Remy's Gift 

and Floral Shop in August 1984. (The Cordova Times file photo, 1984) 

"We bought it partly because it will make a nice place for our flower shop," said Remy in Nov. 22, 1984 

Cordova Times article. She added, of the restoration work ahead, especially for the second floor, which had 

been unoccupied for over 10 years, "It's for Cordova ... for the next generation." 



The building had been placed on The National Register of Historic Places in 1980 and received a grant from 

the State Office of History and Archeology in 1983 to help efforts to stabilize and restore the building. Part 

of this grant required replacing the decorated cornices and front columns to match the original design of 

the building front. Eventually, the Johnsons had the building completely repaired, including three 

apartments upstairs as well as family quarters downstairs. Remy's shop was a going concern, providing 

flowers for all occasions, and sweet treats for youngsters dropping by. 

When Bill and Remy retired and moved south eight years ago, they retained ownership of the building, with 

Mike and Linda Glasen operating and maintaining the apartments. 

Eventually, aging and elements took their toll. The big windstorm of January 2018 caused major damage to 

the roof, compounded by more structural problems and leaks in storms this fall. 

"It took considerable time to settle the insurance claims to the roof and ensuing water damage in the 

interior," said Mike Glasen, who watched the demolition from the parking lot of another Cordova Historical 

Building Site, the former Post Office and Court House, now home of the U.S. Forest Service. "Just recently, 

the building was condemned, so it had to be torn down." 

There are no current plans for the land after the structure is removed. 

"Right now, it's one step at a time," Glasen said. 

At least he won't have to deal with vehicles sliding down notoriously steep and sometimes icy Browning 

Avenue. 



From left, Mike Glasen and his nephew Xavior Burgerman stand ln front of the Road Closed sign on Browning Avenue late on Jan. 
7, 2019. Glasen and his wife Linda have been caretakers of the Reception Building since Remy and Bill Johnson left in 2010. 
(Photo by Dick Shellhorn/The Cordova Times) 

"More than once cars have skidded down the hill and crashed into the side of the building," said Glasen. "It 

looks like they'll have a clear landing area now." 

Glasen did keep the building's Historic Landmark Plaque and will be mailing it down to Bill and Remy. 

"They were very proud of all they did to restore the building and have many fond memories of their time in 

Cordova." 

Reception Building demolition 



THE STATE 

01ALASKA 
GOVERNOR MICHAEL J. DUNLEAVY 

January 18, 2019 

Re: 3330-3 Reception Building, Cordova 

Department of Natural Resources 
DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION 

Office of History & Archaeology 

550 West 71h Avenue. Suite 1310 
Anchorage. AK 9950 1-3565 

907 .269.872 1 
http: // d nr. alaska .gov /parks/ oho 

Clay Koplin, Mayor 
City of Cordova 

Rodney and Remedios Johnson 
P.O. Box 1150 

P.O. Box 12100 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 

Cordova, Alaska 99574 

Dear Mayor Koplin and Mr. & Mrs. Johnson: 

I was very sorry to learn the Reception Building at the corner of 2nd Street and Browning 
A venue, Cordova, was torn down last week. 

Because the building no longer stands it has ceased to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The empty lot does not exhibit an association with Link Wahn and 
commerce in Cordova between 1908 and 1924, the associations made in the National Register 
documentation for the building. This letter is to advise you that in accord with the National 
Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60.15, I am writing to the Keeper of the National Register 
asking that the property be removed from the list. 

If you wish to comment on this proposed action, your notarized written comments must be 
submitted to me within fifteen days of receipt of this letter. I will forward any comments 
received to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places. 

If you have any questions regarding this proposed action, please write to me at the address 
above, at jo.antonson@alaska.gov, or call 907.269.8714. 

Sincerely, 

Joa,...,)) .~~ 
Joan M. Antonson 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Cc: Cordova Historic Preservation Commission, Nancy Bird, nbird5800@gmail.com 



------ -

THE STATE 

01ALASKA 

February 21, 2019 

Re: 3330-3 Reception Building (NRIS 80004566) 

Joy Beasley, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 C St NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

Department of Natural Resources 
DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION 

~ .. , ~ (~ ~ n \\fl - , . , c of History & Archaeology 
\! V!.l West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310 

Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

' . MAR 2 2- ~- □ f9 h 907.269.8721 
. ://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha 

Nau. Reg. of faiPric Pjaces 
N.att.;naf Park Se rvrce 

The Reception Building in Cordova, listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 9, 
1980, was torn down on January 8, 2019. Sadly, I am enclosing a request for removal of the 
property from the National Register. The building was nominated for its association with Link 
Wahn and commerce between 1908 and 1924 in the town of Cordova, that flourished with 
construction and operation of the Copper River and Northwestern Railway. The lot without the 
building does not exhibit the associations. 

I have written to the owner of the property and the city government regarding the pending action 
and providing them with the opportunity to comment. A copy of the letter is also enclosed. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me at the address above or 
jo.antonson@alaska.gov or phone 907.269.8714. 

Sincerely, 

Joa..... .d. ,kh>..~ 
Joan M. Antonson 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Attachments: newspaper article, letter to owner and local government officials 

Cc: Cordova Historic Preservation Commission, Nancy Bird, nbird5800@gmail.com 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action : Removal 

Property Name: • Reception Building 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: ALASKA, Valdez-Cordova 

Date Received : 
3/22/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of ~5th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
4/5/2019 4/22/2019 5/6/2019 

Reference number: OT80004566 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ -_ Reject 

Abstract/Summary Building has been demolished . 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

Reviewer~~ Je 1)6,+f:~,,,, 

Telephone 
------------

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

4/26/2019 Date 

Discipline 

Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 
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