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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
j( private _ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
JL public-local jidistrict -
_ public-State _ site 4 2 -building
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
_ object
structures
objects
AD- Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.; in the National Register

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) . . .
(Enter categories from instructions)

- Si i | . .
DOMFSTIC- single dwellinghntel_ DOMESTIC - smgle dwelllng

FDIJCATION - school RFI IGION - religiotjs facility
RELIGION - religious facility and related FUNERARY - cemetery
FUNFRARY - cfimstfiry SOCIAL - clubhouse, meeting hall
SOCIAL - Clubhouse AGRICUI TURF-field outbuilding

A("RICUI TURF-fiftld, outbuilding, animal facility

GOVFRNMENT - post office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

Enter categories from instructions . . .
( g ) (Enter categories from instructions)

Federal Greek Revival foundation STONE, CONCRETE
Colonial Revival Craftsman/Bungalow walls WOOD-weatherboard, shingle
BRICK SYNTHETICS
roof. ASPHAI T MFTAI
other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Douglas Center Historic Didtrict, located in Douglas, Massachusetts, cons s of 50
contributing buildings, structures, objects, and Steswhich collectively make up the
origina central resdentia and institutional crossyoads of thetown. Douglas is located in
the southeestem part of Worceser County and sharesits southern boundary line with
Rhode Idand. Other nearby Worcester County towns are Uxbridge to the east and north,
Sutton to the northwest, and Webder to the west. Douglas is gpproximatdly fifty miles
southwest of Boston and twenty miles south of Worcedter.

The approximately 192-acre digtrict radiates from the Town Common aong Main Street
to the east, NW Main Sirest to the northwest, SV Main Street to the southwest, Webger
Street to the west, and Church Siregt to the north. The district is bordered by open
agricultural land on al sdeswith the exception of asmdl newly-developed residentia
subdivision off Webster Roed to the west and somemid to late 20" century linear infill
aong Route 16 eedt of thisdistrict. A former 64-acre Camp Mesting grounds is Stuated
just south of this district of SV Main Street. Dudley Brook runs dong the southern edge
of the district and was the gte of adam to form the nine-acre Dudley Pond and a former
axe factory. About one mile est isthe industrial village of Eagt Douglas to where
devdopment shifted in the mid-1800s with the laying out of the railroad and the
establishment of local mills doser to water sources.

The district boundaries follow property lines a each edge and border aress of open Joece
and some modest new congtruction. Farmland is included inthe district reminiscent of the
patterns of deveopment of smal farms surrounding the Town Common. Resources in
the district include twenty-two dwellings, one tavern, ane church, one school, one post
office/store, one socid club, five gtes (the Common, the Cemetery and the Parker
Farmland, as well as foundations), four structures (the receiving tomb and the sone wall
surrounding the Cemetery, abandgand (N/C) on the Common, and the water tank), one
object (the Soldier's Monument) and a number of outbuildings. Of the twenty-two
dwellings, three are non-contributing. The tavern now is asingle-family dwelling but for
the purposes of this discusson its historical commercid use isfeatured.

The topography varies from the upland of the center and dopesto Dudley Brook on the

(continued)
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eadtern edge of the district. Lotsare relatively even with the exception of those a the
eagtern edge where the land dopesto the above-mentioned brook and the house lot and
farmland of the Dudley-Robbins-Parker Farm which dopes northerly up into the
woodland behind the house and farm buildings. House lots are aranged dong the five
roadsthat all meet near the edges of the Town Common and are modest in Szewith the
exception of the farm mentioned above which contain gpproximately one-haf of the
farmland included inthe district, or about 65 acres

Buildings inthe district are domedtic in scale and range from 11/2-dories to 2 /2-doriesin
height. Most are well presarved and shesthed with wood dgpboards, dthough there are
sverd buildings that have been covered with synthetic siding. There is one early brick
Cape, condructed in the 1830s The predominant foundation isof tall granite block for
nearly al of the 19" century properties. Early 20" century foundations are high rubble
done or molded concrete block. Nearly all buildings have agphdt roofswith the
exception of a few farm outbuildingsthat have corrugated meta roofs.

Most buildings date from the late Federd to the late Industrial Periods of deve opment
with the Federd and Gresk Reviva yles as the predominant architecture. There are a
leest two Craftsman syle buildingsand afew early- to mid-20"~ century variations of the
Colonia Reviva style. Mot buildingsare vernacular interpretations of the popular styles
of each period with severd Federd Style dwellingsdisplaying noteworthy decorative
eaboration. Severd barnsranging from the mid-19™ to the mid-20'* century reman to
remind one of the agricultural heritage of thetown and the Center didtrict.

Non-contributing resources which are modem in construction but retain a sense of the
domedtic scae of the contributing buildingsinclude three dwellings, three garages, a
couple of recently congructed bams and the new bandgtand on the Town Common.

Descriptions of the contributing properties of the Douglas Center Historic District follow
and are presented in chronological order to convey the evolution of the district from the
mid- to late- 18" century Jennison-Stone House to the latest contributing 1940s
dwellings. Severd dwellings throughout aperiod of saverd decadeswere built and
probably desgned by Paul Dudley (1758-18577), aconnection that isimportant when
consdering the architectural eaboration.

(continued)
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Residentid Buildings

The earliest extant dwelling inthe Digtrict isthe Dr. William Jennison/The Rev. Issec
Sone House (ca. 1765-1770, Map # 28-04/22, Phato #25) & 30 Main Stredt, the eestern-
most edge of the Douglas Center Historic District. Although this house may be
characterized &s afive-bay,2 /2-gory, center chimney dwelling, the sngle chimney is
dightly off center and gopearsto have bean rebuilt as well. The house is four bays degp
with paired 96 ssehin the geble pesksand a 19" century sSde ell extending from the west
rear corner, which gppearsto have bean an outbuilding with aSde gable large entrance
door. Windows of the house have 12/12 sseh and the centered entrance hes flanking sde
lights and adoor surround with adightly pointed lintel, all festures that are early- to mid-
19" century updating inal likelihood. Further investigation may confirm local belief that
the building may have been congructed earlier.

Facing the Common is one the first dwellings congtructed in the early nineteenth century,
The Reverend David Holman House (ca 1809, Map #28-04/10, Photo #30) & 5 Common
Street. The six-bay dwelling is 2 /2-hdf gories resting on a gone foundation with awell
defined water table, narrow corner posts and afaciaboard just above the sscond story
windows. The house wes afive-baydwelling with a centered entrance and was extended
with the addition of asixth bay ca 1820. The house hes two interior chimneys that
draddle the ridge and gppeer to have been rebuilt. Windows have dightly projecting
frameswith 8/12 sash up and 12/12 down. The panded door is surrounded by an
architrave of tgpered pilagters carrying adegp projecting lintel over afive-light transom.
This houseis reported to have bean desgned and built by Paul Dudley.

The finely detailed Federd syle house attributed to Paul Dudley, & 1 Common Stred,
the Dudley-Amidon House (1813, Map #28-04/19, Photo #27) isrich with elaboration
that best demondrates the unexpected level of sophidtication in thisrural 19" -century
village. Similar to others in plan, thefive-bay,2 Vi gory, twin chimney dwelling rests on
agranite foundation and aso retains awell defined water table, narrow corner podts, facia
and modillion blocks. Windows have 66 sseh. The main entrance (Photo #33) is one of
the finest local Federd syle entranceswith pilasters carrying a degp entablature and
projecting lintel over an elliptica fanlight and tracery leeded sddights. A finely carved
band of adiamond and block pattern is part of the decorative trim above the door. A late
19" century one-dtory dde ell hes a decorative porch with turned posts and carved

(continued)
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brackets. Theinterior of the houseisnotable for the well-preserved wall stenciling in the
front hall and front left drawing room. The dars and swag patterns are rich incolor and
detall.

The John Dudley House (ca. 1820, Map #35/19, Photo #17) & 2 Main Stredt, dso
displaysfine detail similar to the Dudley-Amidon House and dso was built by Paul
Dudley. The house may have been acenter-chimney dwelling as there is evidence of a
chimney centered a the peek and presently there is alarge chimney rising from the reer
roof dopejust off center. However the twin chimneys are located just indde the gable
end walls and in the middle of the front roof dope. Interior investigation is necessaxy to
undergand this configuration. The 2 Vi-dory house rests on a granite block foundation,
hes vinyl sding, 6/6 sah, and an daborate centered entrance with panded door and
architrave smilar to that found a the Dudley-Amidon House. Windows have shutters
unlike many of the other houses around the Common. This houseisfour bays degp with
two windows in the geble pesk.

While many dwellings in Douglas Center are 2 /2- Sories, there are acouple of one-gory
Cgpes such as the ca. 1810 George Lindley House a 27 Main Street (Map #28/34, Photo
#24) which isawell preserved example and one of only acouple of brick houses in
Douglas. The painted brick,five-baycenter chimney Cgperestson agranite block
foundation, hes 6/6 seeh st in dightly recesssd wood frames, and a center entrance with
five-light transom. The house hes a 9de entrance on the south end and two windows in
the gable peek. Therear dl is connected to the gable front barn which is on a gone
foundation. One other brick cgpe of smilar 9ze and scaleislocated beyond the
northwest boundary of the district.

A six-bay, one-dory, sde-gabled houseislocated & | SV Main Street (ca 1820, Map
35-02/19A, Photo #18) and known as the Joshua Thayer House. The high granite
foundation, characterigtic of most of the buildings in Douglas Center, carries the dwelling
which istwo bays degp. Fenedration on the main facade is not symmetrical with the
entrance in the fourth bay fromthe left. The single chimney a the ridge is over the fifth
bay. Although the building hes been covered with vinyl siding a decorative cornice band
with atriglyph desgn remains, as do the tops of fluted pilasters flanking the entrance
door. Windows have 6/6 sesh. The building hes along one-gtory reer el fromwhich

(continued)
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extends another rear el to the northwest and awood shed to the southeast. Paul Dudley
is reported to have designed and built this dwelling, too.

The only hipped roof dwelling in Douglas Center isthe Chandler-Bacome House a 1 SE
Main Street (ca 1835, Magp # 35-02/1, Photo #20) oppodite the Town Common. The
two-story, five bay dwelling hes been sded and the centered Gresk Reviva entrance with
Sddightsis obscured by the late 19 century wrap porch, built & grede and carried by
turned posts with decorative brackets. Only one interior chimney remains.

Two trangitional Federd/Gregk Reviva houses on Church Stret, eechfive-bay, 2 Vi-
dory sde geble dwellings are the Dudley-Robbins House & 17 Church Sregt (ca. 1820,
Map #28/27A, Photo #5) and the Firgt Congregational Parsonage @ 12 Church Street (ca
1845, Map #28-04/14, Photo #3). Each had two chimneys st behind the ridge, however
one chimney a the Dudley-Robbins House was removed and replaced with an exterior
chimney in the eedlern gable end. Each of these two houses has awide and daborated
architrave surrounding the center entrance with flanking sde-lights. The pilagters
carrying the degp entablature and projecting lintel are panded in each case The Dudley-
Robbins House hes an Itdianate porch built a grade that wrapsto the eest end and is
carrried by turned pogtswith ddicate cut brackets.

Thehousea 4 SV Main Street (ca 1850, Mgp #35-02/5, Photo #19) is an anomay with
little known history to understand the construction. The low one-gtory dwelling gppears
to be two four-bay sructuresjoined to form one two-family house. Each of the four-bay
sections are smilar with an entrance door and flanking windows st dose to the door and
athird window st towards the left end of the unit. A vertical board marks the middle of
the whole structure a the same point where there isabreek in the granite block
foundation. Windows have plain dightly projecting frames surrounding 2/2 saeh.

A mid-19"" centuryfive-bayCgpe, one of only two historic cgpesin the district, isthe
Manning House & 8 NW Main Street (ca 1860, Megp # 28/39A, Photo #12). This house
fronts on an abandoned road that once connected NW Main and Webder Strests The
donewall infront marks the line of the former road and now the house is goproached by
adriveway fromNW Main Sirest. The 1/2-gory Sde gabled dwelling hes twin interior
chimneys, plain §6 saeh with flanking wood louvered shutters, and a centered entrance
marked by asmdl hipped roof open entrance porch with brackets podts.

(continued)
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The only gable front cottage in Douglas Center is the Bcome-Parker House a 11
Church Street (ca. 1870, Map #28-04/17, Photo #2). Although dtered with asbedtos
shingle siding, enclosure of part of afront porch, and changesto the Sdeéll; the origina
gable front part gopears to have bean amodest sdehdl entry dwelling. The high granite
block foundation, the sngle chimney on the left roof dope, and the boxed cornice with
modest returns ae retained from its construction.

Two early 20™ century dwellingsae 1 Yi- sory Sde gable buildings demondrating
popular early twentieth century syles The Norval Dixson House a 16 Church Street
(1924, Map #28-04/15, Photo 4) is aBungdow displaying the Craftsman style. Ithesa
steeply-pitched roof with incorporated porch, shed roof dormer with two satsof paired
Sx-over-one saeh, exposad rafter ends and shingle siding thet islaid up with aternating
rows of wide and narrow expoaure to cregte a decorative texture. The househes a one-
dory box-like 9de addition. Neerby isthe Kenneth Parker House @ 8 Church Strest
(1926, Map # 28-04/13, Photo #1), athree-bay Dutch Colonia Reviva house with
centered entrance, having a half-round fanlight and asmall pediment entrance porch
carried by plain round tapered columns. First-story windows and those inthe full length
shed roof dormer have 6/1 seeh andflankinglouvered shutters. The two exterior
chimneys are centered on eech gableend. At 33 Main Street the Edgar Parker House
(1925, Map #28/33) hes been dtered substantialy with vinyl sding and additions 0 thet
the origina front gable houseis somewhat obscured.

Continued modest expangon into the 1940s are demondrated by the neo-Colonid John S
Dudley Houssa 1 Main Street (1941, Map #35-02/2) and the three-bay neo-Cape, built
by Howell Parker & 21 Church Street (1949, Map #28/28), on his large poultry farm for
the Bdcomes Each is modest in scale, drawing on functional and common syles of the
time, and reminiscent of the 9ze and scale as well as architectura detail of other
properties in the district. Each is on a concrete foundation with wood dapboard siding
and asphdlt roof. In the Colonial Revivd tradition windows have 6/6 sash.

(continued)
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Outbuildings

Important resourcesinamral district that tell much about the use of properties are the
outbuildings - barns, sheds, privies. The mog outstanding examples are a the Dudley
Amidon House and ae particularly noteworthy for the continuum of construction and use
demondrated by the two-story sde-gabled 19* century barn (early 1800s Map #28-
04/19, Photo # 28) with older atached shed and the 19" century privy (ca 1800s). The
English style barn, with land ramped up to the diding doors on each of thetwo Sdesand
adug out besamant level accessble from the gable end, rests on a gone foundation and
hes vertical board siding. The interior digplays the three sections common to an English
bam with acentrd threshing floor, agable with four bays on the eest Sde, and a dorage
bay for hay or other crops onthe west sde. A hayloft isbuilt over the stable section of
the barn. The one-gory wood shed with endlosed work shed atached to the southwest
comer of the barn is reported to be from the 18" century. Interior post and beam
congtruction as well a long decorative wrought iron strgp hinges on the door to the
enclosed workshop may subdantiate this acocount.  On this property there is a three-hole
privy on adone foundation.

The massing of themid to late 19" century Chandler-Bacome bam & 1 SE Main Stregt is
retained; however it hes been converted to astore, which accountsfor the fenestration
changes The origina orientation isreported to have bean asde gable entranceto the
two-gtory barn. The First Congregationd Church has two outbuildings; a gable-front
barn (late 19" c.) with two setsof paired ssgmentd-arched openings, and a gable-front
dhed (early 20™ ¢.) with vertical board siding, both on sone foundations.

The Dudley-Robbins House (Map #28/27A) hes afront gable bam (ca 1925), asde
gable barn (mid 19" ¢.), and afour-bay wagon shed (mid to late 19" c). All aein
restored condition and have some modern doors. Foundations from 19" and 20™ century
barns and kitchen are located on this property as well. And the large gable front poultry
barn (Map #28/28A)) between 17 and 21 Church Street wes part of the Dudley-Robbins-
Parker Farm built ca 1930 for Howell Parker's chickens. Four 20™ century hen houses
(photo #6) (ca. 1900s) indightly dilapidated condition with asphdt shingle siding and
meta roofs are located behind the John Dudley House (Map #35/19) where thereisdso a
late nineteenth century bam (photo #16), with attached wagon shed, and anew board and
batten bam on concrete that probably replaces an earlier one due to its dose proximity to
the gonewall property line.

(continued)
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The best example of an atached barn isthat behind the George Lindley House a& 27 Main
Street (ca. 1850s, Magp #28/34). Itisagood examnple of amid-19" century gablefront
bam on a granite block foundation. The barn post datesthe house and is atached by the
rear €ll. Another atached barn isfound a the Badcome-Parker House where it is attached
a the back northeast corner of the house. The barn hes ahigh granite block foundation
and vertical board sheathing.

Thetwo early 20" century dwellings on Church Streat each have two-car garages that
gopear to have been built a the sametime as the dwellings. Each ison a concrete
foundation, hes beveled dapboard sding and finished detail of boxed cornice and 6/6
saeh =t in wood molded window frames.

Commercid and Ingtitutional Buildings

The most prominent institutional building & Douglas Center isthe First Congregationd
Church a 3 Common Street (1834, Mg #28-04/11, photo #29). Situated on adight
mound opposgite the Town Common the gable front Gresk Reviva meeting house form,
which ison agranite block foundation, hes araised brick besament in the rear. The
templar pediment is carried by four fluted Doric columnswhich rest on granite block
foundationsbuilt into the sa of full width granite sairs that gpproach the facade. There
ae two entrances, each atall narrow four-panded door topped by afour-pand square
transom surrounded by aplain frame with corner blocks. Centered on the facade isalong
diamond paned gained glasswindow. The wide molded cornice surrounds the building,
& doesthe narrow watertable. The building isthree bays degp and windows are long
with diamond pattern stained glass. The three Saged Segple has a square bese that hes
been sded, an octagond lantern with louvered openings and panded pilasters, and aspire
with wegthervane ontop al replaced after the 1938 hurricane.

A unique ingtitution isthe Douglas Padime Club a 22 Church Stret (1909, Map #28-
04/16, Photo # 7). The Craftsman building displays afive-baygable facade with
jerkinhead roof, rudimentary brackets a the gable-end overhang, decorative diamond
pands a the second-gory level, and awide wragp porch carried by dender tgpered
columns. Flans for the building, attributed to Water John Hill Dudley, show afull
cupolawith weethervane, of which there are no 9gns. The interior plan showsan

(continued)
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asE=mbly room with avestibule in the front as well as a"secretary and books room.”
Windows of the dubhouse are 66 sseh =t in plain, dightly projecting, frames.

The Douglas Center School waas congtructed & 21 Main Street (Map # 28/35, photo #23)
in 1921. ItisaColonia Reviva rectangular-hipped roof, one-gory building with araised
basement. The two-room schoolhouse hes been sded but retains strings of three or four
6/6 ssah, alouvered square cupola, and an daborated projecting entrance porch, which
hes Doric columns and pilagters, amodillion block cornice, and istopped with a
decorative bdudrade.

Two commercid buildings exist in the didtrict, the Dudley Taverna 8 Main Street (ca
1770s, Map #28/39, Photo #14) and the Douglas Center Pogt Office and Store onthe
samelot as the Tavern but known as 8 Webder Stret (ca 1850, Map # 28/39, Photo
#15). Although the Taverntoday isasingle-family resdence, it originaly was atavern, a
dage-coach stop, and probably the post office until the mid-19th century when the square
post office/store was condructed on the property. The Dudley Tavem probably pre-dates
nearly all buildingsinDougles Center. The Tavernis sat back from the road and & an
angle 0 that it faces the intersection of Main Strest, NW Main Strest, Webder Srreet and
the southwest corner of the Common where once stood the First Congregationa Church.
Similar to other Federd Style housesthe 2 /2-gory,five-bayfacade displays adecorative
centered entrance with semi-circular fanlight and apilastered architrave. The double pile
building hes alarge two-story rear €l with an atached rear barn or dhed al on done. 6/6
windows have splayed lintels with keysones. Of thetwo origina twin chimneysonly
one remains (photo #13); however there is evidence of the seoond one on the rear roof
dope Therear €l has two chimneys. A Colonia Revival, flat-roof wrap porch, fromthe
early 20" century is supported by attenuated round columns and pans the main facade
wrapping to the north Sde of the Tavern. The interior hes some characteristics of note,
including alarge tgp room on the right with abuilt-in ber wall and spindle screening, and
unique stenciling in the parlor to the |eft of the center entrance. The paitem isan urn and
swag design and names are penciled onto each urn. Tradition dates that these were the
names of travelers who stopped a the tavern.

The Douglas Center Pog Office and Store is atwo-story flat roof boxy building on the
sarelot as the Tavern but once separated by aroadway that led behind the Tavernand in

(continued)
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front of the Pogt Office from NW Main Sireet to Welstler Strest. The centered entrance, a
modern door, is cgpped with abracketed door hood and hes flanking paired sash. On the
wes sde there are no first story openings and two windows as well as apanded door a
the second gtory. Windows have 2/2 saeh.

Located on atiny square parce in the large hay field of the Parker Farmland off Church
Street isthe large Douglas Center Water Tank (1950, Map #28/26) mede of metal

strapping.

Landscgpes

The Douglas Town Common (from 1746, Map #28-04/24, Photo #31)is ahalf acre parcd
that is grassed and hes severd meple trees planted in 1910, severd new benches, anew
bandgand, and a 1908 Soldier's Monument. The Common overlooksMain Strest (Route
16) and the Town Cemetery beyond to the eest. Early 19" century buildings surround the
Common on the north and west Sdes. The Common hes been somewhat reduced insze
with road widenings.

Opposte the Common on the eest Sde of Main Streat isthe Douglas Center Cameery
(Map #28/37 & 28/45, Photo #22) that is bound by awell defined sonewall of about four
feet with gone piers marking the entrance dong Main Sirest. The Cemetery isa25 aare
parcd and anewly added 35 acre parcd thet isnewly graded and not yet ussd. There are
approximately 1000 soneswith gpproximately 30 18" century markers in the northwest
corner of the origina cemetery. Markers are granite dabs, and date, granite, and marble
upright markers. The receiving vault, located neer the northwest comer isin disrepair,
however it is noteworthy for itsinterior stenciling bordering the ceiling. Also there are
two large ova plaguesonthe far wall that were used to record the names of the bodies
dored over the winter.

The Dudley-Robbins-Parker Farmland that wragps behind 17, 19, and 21 Church Sreet
wes part of even more extensve land holdingsfrom the 1S" century when Dr. William
Jennison owned this land that extended eedt to Main Street as well. Today that part of the
land between Church Strest and the east-west Sream that cuts through the landis

(continued)
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included in the digtrict and is hayfiel dsand somewoodlots a the northwestern edge. The
land rises from Church Stregt to the water tower on asmadl squarelot in the field near the
edge of the woods, and then drops off to the dream on the northem border.

Archaeological Description

Although no prehistoric Stes have been identified inthe Douglas Center Historic District,
ahigh potential exigts that Stesmay eventudly be found. Environmenta characteristics
of the district represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands)
that are favorableindicators for many types of prehistoric dtes. Well-drained, level to
moderately doping hilltops and tarraces are located within 1000 feet of wetlands
throughout mogt of the district. Riddle Brook acts as mog of the northern border for the
district while Centerville and Dudley Brooks lieimmediately beyond the southeastern and
southern boundaries respectively. Swamp wetlands are located dong most of the westem
border of the district. Unnamed ponds are located outside the northeestern and
southwestern district boundaries. Dudley Pond, adammed portion of Centerville Brook,
lies outsde the southern boundary of the district. The entire district lieswithin the
Blackstone River drainage. Given the above information, the Sze of the district
(approximately 150 acres) and regiond settlement paiterns, ahigh potential exigts for
locating prehistoric resourcesin the district.

A high potential 0 exids for locating historic archaeologica resourcesinthe district.
While the loss of architectura resources isreported to be minimal inthe district,
additional historical research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may
identify structural evidence assodated with the Stesof 18" and 19" century resdences
and farmsteads that are presently unknown. No Stesof lost resdences and/or farmsteeds
have been identified in the district, however, the Ste of oneingtitutional building is
known. Structurd evidence from the first meetinghouse for the First Congregationd
Church (1747) may survive on the oppogte Sde of the sreet from the Chandler-Bacome
House & 1 SE Main Stret. After congtruction of the second mestinghouse in 1834, the
old meatinghouse was dissssambled and the frame moved acrossthe dreet for
congtruction of the existing house. Structura evidence from outbuildings, including
barns, may represent an important resource typein the district. Archaeologica evidence
of alarge horse bam may survive opposte the farmhouse for the John Dudley Farm & 2
Main Stret. That building burned inca 1940. Structurd evidence from two

(continued)
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outbuildings have dso been identified a the Dudley-Robbins-Parker Farm a 17 Church
Stret where a gone foundation from a 19" century outbuilding and a concrete foundation
from a 1930's hen house are visible. Archaeologica evidence may d<0 exist a extant
buildings from dterations and the remova of architecturd features. Evidence of
occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodated with extant buildings
may represent the most common type of archaeologica resource that survivesin the
district. Stratigraphic evidence of an abandoned roadway that once connected NW Main
and Webger Strestsmay d<o exist in front of the Manning House (ca 1860) a 8 NW
Main Strest. Unmarked graves and other funerary rdated artifacts and features may be
present in the vicinity of the Douglas Center Cametery.

(end)
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8. Satement of Signiflcance

The Douglas Center Historic District isawel-preserved example of a mid-18"* century
town center that evolved over aperiod of 150 yearsand today retainsitsrura charecter es
well as digplaying itsresdentia and ingtitutional development in an agricultural setting.
The district hes properties that range from the Colonia Period, when the Town Common
and Cemetery were edtablished, through the Federd Period to the early- to mid-20"
century demongtrating the modest growth of this crossoads The intrusions, which are
infill houses or modern outbuildings, are few and are conggent in scaleand syle with
contributing resources. The Didtrict remains the origina center, with the important early
ingtitutions of the church, cemetery, and common, aschool from alater period, and
dwellings representing the periods of development.  The Douglas Center Historic District
retains integrity of location, setting, desgn, materids, workmanship, fedling, and
association, and fulfills CriteriaA and C of the National Regider of Historic Flacesa the
locd level.

The Douglas Center Historic District includes the origina town center with ingtitutional,
residential, and farm-related outbuildings radiating from the 1746 Common. The period
of significance extends from 1746, when the town was incorporated and the Common and
Cemeay laid out, to 1951, during whichtime the areadeveloped as arurd village
without losing itsintegrity, and with development that was condstent with itsearly
beginnings. The origina patternsof lot divison and land ue ae retained as aefine
examples of resdential and civic architecture representing the period from 1746 to 1950.

The significant features of the district include the early Cemetery bordered by a donewall
and having markers from the mid 1700sto the present day, the origina Town Common
with the 1834 Congregationd Church, severd Federd Style resdences, atavern,
surrounding farmhouses with farmland on roedsradiating from the Common, a school
and one unique socid club of the early 20 century.

Douglas was named in 1746 for Dr. William Douglas of Boson who had donated a

house, barn, thirty acres and funding to support free schools The town first was known

a New Sherburne, having been st off from the town of Sherborn in Middlesex County

(then Suffolk County) after 1700. Additional land grantswere medeand in 1736, ten

aoeswere &t addefor amedtinghouse, burying ground, training field and school. Part
(continued)
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of this arearemains today as the Town Common (ca. 1746, Map #28-04/24) and the
Douglas Center Cametery (ca. 1746-ongoing, Map #28/37 & 45). Beddes being nearly
the geographic center of the town boundaries of Douglas, this centra location was aong
an early ees-west trail, neer Dudley Brook and ahilltop location. 18th century roeds
converged a Douglas Center. The land eest and south of the Center doped to the
Blackstone Valley and was best suited for agriculture, while the western part of Douglas
wes hilly, rocky, and heavily forested.

The early economy of Douglas degpended upon agriculture and lumbering. The western
part of the town that was heavily wooded was the source of timber to meke charcod and
potash and other wood products such as shingles, pine boards, hoops, and barrds. Well
into the 19" century the loca economy continued to be basad on timbering and
agriculture including the raising of caitle and shegp as well astraditional crops. Theshoe
making industry expanded throughouit the first half of the 19" century until the closing of
the largest dhoefactory in 1856. The early 1800s &0 brought the rise of textile and axe
manufacturing bessd in Eag Douglas. The proximity to Pawtucket and location on water
sources connected with the Blackstone River fostered the rise of the textile mills. Axe
manufacturing begen in Eag Douglas as early as 1790 when Josgph and Oliver Hunt
began making axes and expanded to a ssoond shop & Douglas Center in the early 1800s.

Thetextile industry and axe manufacturing both continued to grow throughout the 19
century and both were fostered by Warren Hunt until his degth in 1867. The axe industry
had been infused with the nesd for wegpons during the Civil War. After that it went into
adecline and was purchesed by American Axe & Tool Company in 1892 and by the early
1900s all production had been moved out of sate. Hunt dso hed built one of thelarge
textile mills in Eagt Douglas which after severd ownerships burned in 1880 and a new
brick mill was congructed initsplace. Asaxe manufacturing left Douglas, textile mills
were built to replace the axe factories 0 that the influx of immigrant workers continued
to be employed in East Dougles.

The decison to st asdeten aaresin 1736 for atown center and the convergence of 18"
century trails established the course for the development of Douglas Center. Thefirst
mestinghouse was located on the southwest comer of the Town Common by 1747 and

(continued)
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had twenty-three members. 1n 1748 a school a0 was condructed a the Center on the
Common. At the time of the Town'sincorporation in 1746 the Burying Ground was laid
out and today hes thirty 18" century markers located in the northwest comer of the
origina cemetery.

Main routes connecting Boston and Hartford as well as Worcester and Providence passed
through Douglas Center. The main eest-west route was upgraded in 1800 to become the
Ninth Massachusatts Turnpike. In 1806 adirect route known s the Douglas-Providence
Pike (now SE Main Street) waas opened, and in 1825 the Gore Turnpike connected
Douglas with Websgter to the west. The Dudley Tavern (ca. 1770s Map #28/39) wason
the dagecoach route from Boston to Hartford adong the Ninth Massachusetts Turnpike
and for the Oxford-Providence sagecoach service dong the Providence Pike. Thefirst
proprietor of the Tavern was Jonathan Whipple who sold it to Paul Dudley (1758-1857)
in 1790. Thisproperty played acentrd rolein the development of Douglas Center as did
its mogt distinguished owner, Dudley, who was aprominent local architect and builder, to
whom many of thefinely detailled Federd dwellings are attributed.

As noted above the first megtinghouse for the First Congregationa Church (1834, Map
#28-04/11) hed been built on the Town Common in 1747 with the Rev. William Phipps
serving as the minister until 1771 when the Rev. Issec Sione arrived in Douglas and
purchesed hishousea 30 Main Street (ca 1770, Magp #28-04/22) from Dr. William
Jennison inthe sameyear. Stone came from Shrewsbury and remained in Douglas as the
minister for thirty-four years. Hisdaughter married Samud Bdcome (1780-1854) who
was born in Douglas, worked as a carpenter, and purchasad the Rev. Ston€e's house.
Bacome was town clerk and eso sarved as church Deacon.

Following the Rev. Stone a the First Congregationd Church in 1808 was the Rev. David
Holman (d. 1866). Paul Dudley isreported to have built for the Rev. Holman, the house
a 5 Common Stret (ca. 1809, Map #28-04/10), then acrossthe dreet from the

M esetinghouse which was on the Common. In the 1820s Holman built an addition to his
house, accounting for the sixth bay on the main facade. Holman served as minister until
his retirement in 1842. During his tenure the sscond church building was congructed in
1834 & 3 Common Street next to the minister's house, and the Sscond Congregational
Church was formed in Eagt Douglas.

(continued)
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Paul Dudley had married Dolly (Dorthea) Reed in 1781 and they hed four sonsand a
daughter. One of the mogt prominent and architecturaly significant dwellings onthe
Common was built by Paul Dudley for hisddest son David Dudley (1787-1829) a 1
Common Street soon after the son's marriage to Hannah Walker in 1810. Dudley's
widow, Hannah, remained in this house and in 1834 married Samud Amidon, thus the
house isknown as the Dudley-Amidon House (1813, Mgp #28-04/19). The entrance of
this house as well as the interior detail are exquisitely carved and important for the
display of expertise of thezelocd craftsmen. Across the Common, Peul Dudley
congtructed the John Dudley House (ca. 1820, Map #35/19) in ca. 1820 for his son, John
(b. 1791). The doorway demondrates the fine craftsmanship with similar detail to son
David Dudley'shousa. Another son, William, buiU his housewith hisfather's help a 17
Church Strest (ca 1820, Map #28/27A) d<0 in ca 1820. Theland for this house hed
been part of Dr. William Jennison's Farm (30 Main Street) and had been sold to Dr. John
Taylor, whoin tum sold the land to Paul and William Dudley for the construction of
William Dudley's House.

At leest two other loca houses are reported to have been built by Paul Dudley. Both the
Charles Thayer House (Map #28-04/21) a 28 Main Street and the Joshua Thayer House (
Map #35/19A) & 1 SWV Main Strest were congmcted in ca 1820. The Charles Thayer
House hes been rehabilitated, losng mogt of its origina fabric, and the Joshua Thayer
House hes been covered with siding; however the dentil molding and tops of fluted
pilasters flanking the entrance remain as evidence of Dudley's hand in thishouse. Joshua
Thayer sold his houseto Darwin Southworth in 1825 and then it passed to Arthur J.
Dudley, adescendant of the architect and builder.

While mogt of the areasurrounding the Common was farmland, the industrial
development began in Eagt Douglas as noted above. The production of axesin the
blacksmith shop of Josgph and Oliver Hunt in 1790 and in the early 1800s the Hunts
opened asecond shop a Douglas Center which was run by Oliver Hunt, David Dudley,
and George Lindley who buih the brick Cgpea 27 Main Strest (Map #28/34) in ca. 1805
1810. Lindley sold the property to David Philips who sold the axe shop back to the Hunt
brothers in 1814 and kept the house, which isreported to have been built onthe same

property as the axe shop.

(continued)
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When the sscond meetinghouse wes built for the First Congregational Church in 1834,

the old meetinghouse was dissssembled and the frame moved aorossthe dreet to build

the hipped roof Chandler-Bacome House & 1 SE Main Strest. ErasmnusB. Chandler wes
a blacksmith with a shop attached to the barn.  Additional reseerch is necessary to
determine whether Chandler aso became involved with making axeswith the Hunt
brothers who had a second shop neer Dudley Brook behind the George Lindley House
The First Congregationd Church Parsonege (1845, Map #28-04/14) was not built until

the fourth minigter, the Rev. John Sdter, arrived following Holman's retirement in 1842.
It was located on the northwest gde of the Church & 12 Church Street, then referred to es
Common Strest.

Built on the same land as the Tavem was the Douglas Pogt Office and Store (ca 1850,
Map #28/39) which was runin the mid to late 1800sby Arthur Dudley, son of James and
Elizabeth Prentiss Dudley and father of Water John Hill Dudley who would leave his
mark onthe districtin the 20" century. Arthur Dudley was the grandson of John Dudley
for whom the housea 1 Main Sirest hed been built inca 1820.

Only two new houseswere built around the Common inthe seoond half of the 19"
century, the Manning House (Map #28/39A) a 8 NW Main Stredt, behind the Dudley
Tavem and sad to have been built by Dudley's sonsand sold to JP. Manning in ca. 1860,
and the Bacome-Parker House (Map #28-04/17) a 11 Church Stregt built by Charles A.
Bdcomeinca 1870s Mog of the bamnsthat remain inthe district probably were builtin
the ssoond half of the 1800swith the exception of the shed atached to the Dudley-
Amidon barn & 1 Common Street, which gopearsto be late 18" or early 19" century
construction.

Many of the dwellingsin Douglas Center remained in the samefamiliesthroughout the
1800s Of particular interest ae the Dudley family memibers who continued to have an
impact on the development of Douglas Center into the twentieth century. Descendants of
Paul Dudley remained & the Tavern until 1899. David Dudley's widow and new husbend
remained a his house, the Dudley-Amidon House until 1878. Five generaions of
Dudleys have lived a the John Dudley House.

(continued)
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The early 0™ century was atime for modest growth in Douglas Center with the
construction of two institutional buildings and severd infill housesfor extended families
of thoseliving in the 19" century dwellings. 1n 1909, the unusud Douglas Pesime Club
(Map #28-04/16), was built & 22 Church Street, oppogte Walter Parker's farm a 17
Church Street. Walter Parker, son of Zaraand Martha Hunt Parker who had owned 11
Church Strest until 1901, purchesed William Dudley'sfarm which hed pessed through
other hands, namely Paris and Caeb Hill and later John Robbinsin the late 19" century.
Water Parker had anumber of wood lots and was in the lumber and fruit busness. He
gave the smdl parcd of land oppaodte hisfarmland to the Douglas Fish and Game Club.
The Craftsman style building was probably desgned by Wadter John Hill Dudley, a great-
greet grandson of Paul Dudley, who became adraftsman and interior decorator in New
York. Theplans on filein the State Archives show no architect's or draftsman's name
The Douglas Pagime Club held dances here and the first meeting of the Douglas Grange
was held here, dthough not until 1940.

By 1898 due to consolidation of district schoals, only three of the ten early 19 century
schools remained. In 1898 anew grammar school was built in Eagt Douglas and in 1921
the two-room schoolhouse, Douglas Center School (Mgp  #28/35), was congructed & 21
Main Strest, designed by SJ Rantin. It was the lagt outlying district school and sarved as
an dementary school until it was consolidated with the Eagt Douglas Grammear School
(MHC # 191). In the new Douglas Center School, sgparate boys and girls playrooms and
bathrooms were located in the raised basament and a 35-pupil dassroom was above each
playroom. Separate gars from the centra corridor led to each of the two playrooms and
cdassooms. At least one teecher and one principd lived in the Center district. Ella
Sweet, wife of Cyrus, who bought the Dudley-Amidon House in 1878 taught & this
school. Edith Dixson, wife of Norval Dixson, was principa for many years

Infill 20" century housing included the Colonial Revival Kenneth Parker House (Map
#28-04/13) a 8 Church Sregt buih in 1926 and the 1924 Norva Dixson House (Map
#28-04/15) & 16 Church Street. Parker (d. 1935) was Highway Superintendent in the
early 1900s

Farming activities were continued & thetwo farms in the district - the Dudley-Robbins-
Parker Farm (Map #28/27A) a 17 Church Stregt and the John Dudley Farm (Map

(continued)
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#35/19) a 2 Main Street. Wdter Parker was inthe fruit and lumber busness using the
woodlots on his property and others that he owned a the tum of the last century, as well
a6 apple, peach, and pear orchards which were later converted to hay fields. Hisson,
Howell Parker, was in the poultry and beef busness. He condtructed the poultry barn at
19 Church Strest inca 1930 and other hen houssswere located on the farm . 1n 1949
Howell Parker built the Cgpe Cod style house next to the hen housssat 21 Church Stret
(Map #28/28) for Robert and May Bacome.

The Dudleys raised beef cattle and poultry for much of the 20th century. In the early
1900sthey dso kept horses until the large horse barn that was located opposite the main
house on Main Strest burned around 1940. Soon theresfter, John S Dudley, a fifth
generation Dudley built the modest Colonia Revival a 1 Main Strest (Map #35-02/2).

Change through loss of resources hes been minimal. The 1938 hurricane destroyed the
First Congregationd Church spire. 1t was rebuilt and the new westhervane was desgned
by Walter John Hill Dudley, referred to above. Nearly al properties retain their origina
function with the exception of the Tavern which now isa sngle family resdence; the
Pog Officeand Store a& 8 Webder Street, which now is vaecant but had an insurance
budnessrun by Paul Dudley Manning S. and J.; and the Douglas Center School which
wes converted to aVFW Pog in 1983. Although some of the farmland of the Dudley-
Robbins-Parker Farm & 17 Church Stret hes been subdivided, thefields continue to be
hayed and the barns are usad for equipment, not livestock. A tiny parcd inthe large
hayfield was teken by the Town in 1950 to build the Water Tank for the town water
sysem.

Today the Douglas Center Historic Didtrict retains a grong senseof its 18" and early 19"
century past with the 1834 church, town common, cemetery and the well maintained
resdentia properties that linethe roadsradiating from the Town Center.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Douglas are poorly undersiood, any surviving
Stes could be significant. Prehistoric Stesin the areamay contribute important

(continued)
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information that helps underdand the details of Native American upland settlement and
ubsgence dong tributary sreemsof the Mumford River, amgor tributary sream of the
Blackstone River/Narragansett Bay drainage. Information obtained from gtesinthis area
may help define the extent to which Native groups in the Douglas locde interrelated with
more coagtd Native populations to the south dong the Blackstone River and Nan'agansett
Bay or, by more interior Native populations aong the Thames, Charles, ad
Sudbury/Nashua River drainagesto the west, eest and north/northeest respectively.
Prehistoric gtesin this areamight dso contain information thet identifiesthe extent that
Native peoplesin the areaadgpted to upland resources and environments independently
from drainage boundaries.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed
information on the socidl, cultural and economic characterigtics that enabled amid 18"
century town center to retain itsintegrity and continue development as the focusof a rural
village into the 2% century. Historical research combined with archaeologica survey
and testing can document the location and integrity of structura remains related to the
first megtinghouse of the First Congregationa Church erected on the Town Common in
1747. That sructure began the ingtitutional focusthat continues with the existing church
today. Structurd evidence from outbuildings may dso make important contributions to
the district's sgnificance. Archaeologica evidence from outbuildings may contribute
important information on the manufacture of shoesand the development of that industry
& acottage industry in homes early in the 9% century. Information may be present
indicating how that industry evolved into larger manufacturing enterprises in the mid-19™
century. Structura evidence of outbuildings may aso contribute information on the
organization of farmgteads in the 18" and 19" centuries and the functional variability
between farmsinthe community. Thisinformation may indicate the relative importance
of produce farming, poultry raisng and dairying within the district and community as a
whole. Outbuildings may aso contribute information on the scale of industria tredes
such as blacksmithing known to occur & the Chandler-Balcome House & 1 SE Main
Street. Detailed andyss of the contents from occupationa related feetures may dso
contribute information on the technologies and products associated with the economic
pursuits listed above. Similar reseerch may a0 contribute vauable information on the
lives of the district'sinhabitants and potential sociad and cultural reesonsfor the district's
ability to maintainitsrura character while continuing resdentia and institutional

(continued)
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development inarura setting. Unmarked graves assodated with the Douglas Center
Ceametery may dso contribute important information on the district's inhabitants by
providing details relating to the care of the communities poor and indigent population.
Artifact andyds of cultural materids assodated with particular graves can d<o be
important by providing information relating to different buria practices or cusoms
possibly besed on ethnic or socio-political datus.

(end)
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Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number. .telephone.

city or town. state__ . zip code__

Paperwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA
UTM Coordinates

19 273380 4659540

19 273450 4659500
19 273540 4659680
19 273620 4659580
19 273500 4659430
10. 19273410 4659070
11. 19 273400 4659050
12. 19 273220 4658880
13. 19 273200 4658940
14. 19 273150 4658940
15. 19 273160 4658970
16. 19 273110 4659070
17. 19 273130 4659080
18. 19273140 4659110
19. 19 273090 4659160
20. 19 273150 4659200
21. 19273180 4659190
22. 19273180 4659260
23. 19273110 4659360
24. 19 273090 4659340
25. 19273070 4659480
26. 19 272900 4659480

©WONO O

Verbal Boundary Description
The district boundary follows lot linesfor all properties included in the district but one,

the farmland parce 28/28 where that part of the lot that lies south of Riddle Brook (as
named on the USGS Map) isincluded only. Properties are shown on Assessor's Maps

(continued)
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#28, 28-04, 35, and 35-02. OnMg #28 lotsincluded in the didtrict are 26, 27 (part
thereof), 27A, 28, 28A, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,39, %A, & 45. OnMg #28-04 lots included
in the district are 10- 19, 19A, 21, 22, & 24. OnMg #35 lotsincluded in the district are
19& 19A. OnMg #35-02 lotsincluded in the didtrict are 1, 2, & 5. Assessors Mgps
ae not drawn to the same scde, therefore, mgps can not be pasted together to show the
full district on one shedt.

The roadways ae included in the digtrict as well and where properties on both Sdes of a
road are not included, the district boundary followsthe center line of the road. This
occurs on Church Sireet between the west |ot line of 22 Church Stret (Map  #28-04/16)
and the west lot line of the farmland of Map #28/28. It dso occurs for short dretches of
under 100 feet onNW Main Street, Main Street and South Stredt.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The bounderies of the Douglas Center Historic District follow lot linesof properties that
are on the dregtsradiating from the Town Common and meke up the historic village
located a the Center established around the Common and Cemetery and second building
of the First Congregational Church. Those properties that comprise the district are
reflective of the mid-to-late eighteenth century and nineteenth century bounderies of
properties belonging to the familieswho settled in this part of Douglas and the twentieth
century division of farmsfor moderate infill housing a the Center from 1746 to 1950.
The large 127-parcd of farmland assodaed with the Dudley-Robbins-Parker House & 17
Church Stret has been divided using anatura boundary - the Riddle Brook due to some
subdivision of the farm land on the northern part of the parca. Thus the western bounary
of this property isthe western lot line from Church Strest extended north to the Brook
and the eestern boundary isthe eegtlen lot line of Lot 2821 extended north to meet the
Brook. The included area consgs offieldsthat continue to be planted and hayed and an
edge of woodlot near the northwest boundary reminiscent of the late nineteenth century
lumbering busness a this farm.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS - DOUGLAS

Gretchen Schuler, photographer
Photographs July 2000
Negatives a Massachusatts Historical Commission

8 Church &., Kenneth Parker House

11 Church &., Bdcome-Parker House
12 Church &., parsonege

16 Church &., Norva Dixson House

17 Church &., Dudley-Robbins House
17 Church &. - bams

. 22 Church &. - Pagime Club

#s8-11 - not in the district

12. 8 NW Main &., Manning House

13. 8 Main &. - Reer

14. 8 Main K., Dudley Tavern

15.8 Webgter &., Dudley Center Pogt Office and Store
16.2Man &. - Ban

17. 2 Main &., John Dudley House

18. 1SW Main &, Joshua Thayer House
19.4 SNV Main S.

20. 1 SEMain &., Chandler-Bacome House
21. 1SEMain &. -Ban

22. Douglas Cametery

23. 21 Main &. - Douglas Center School

24. 27 Main &., George Lindley House

25. 30 Main &., Dr. William Jennison/Rev. Issec Sione House
26. Cematary Gates

27. 1 Common &., Dudley-Amidon House
28. 1 Common &. - Ban

NOoOOAWNE

(continued)
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29. 3 Common . - Firgt Congregationd Church
30. 5 Common ., Rev. David Holman House
31. Town Common

32. (not in district)

33. 1 Common &. - Entrance

(end)



ASSESSORS MAP #
28-04/19A

28-04/12

28-04/13

28-04/18

28-04/17

28-04/14

28-04/15

28/27A

28/28A

28/28

28-04/16

28/27

28/26

DOUGLAS CENTER HD, DOUGLAS (WORCESTER), MA

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

433

434

435

437

914

915

John Manning House

Kenneth Parker House
gaage

Bdcome-Parker House
atached bam

P. Cong. Parsonege

Norval Dixson House
two-car garege

Dudley-Raobbins House
front geble bam

dde gablebam

4-bay shed

animd shdter shed
kitchen foundation
concrete foundation

Parker Poultry Bam
Howdl Parker House

Dougles Pedtime Club
Farmland

Dudley-Robbins-Perker

Douglas Water Tower

ADDRESS
5 Church &.

6 Church S.

8 Church &.

9 Church &.

11 Church &.

12 Church &.

16 Church K.

17 Church K.

19 Church &.

21 Church &.

22 Church K.

Church &.

off Church S.

DATE
1997

1952
1926
ca 1930s

194

ca 1870s
late 19* c.

ca 1845

1924
ca 1930

ca 1820
ca 195
mid 19* c.
mid 19*c.
ealy 20* c.
mid 19* c.
ca 1930s

ca 1930s

N/A

STYLE
neo-Cepe
Ranch
Colonid Rev.
Ranch

Gr.Rev./Ital.

Gresk Revivd

Craftaman

Federd

henhouse found.

gable front bam

Neo-Cape

Craftaman

Landscepe

TYPE STATUS

B

B

B

w W

O powwww®@

NC

NC

OO0

=z
O

O O O O O 0000000 OO0 O O 0



ASSESSORS MAP #
28-04/24

28-04/19

28-04/11

28-04/10

3519

28/39

28/37 & 28/45

28/36

28/35

MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS
900 Douglas Common Commor/NE Main &.
01 Soldier's Monument
Bandgand
Dudley-Amidon House 1 Common S
dde gable barn & shed privy
10 1~ Congregationa Church 3 Common &
2-bay carriage bam
gable-front shed
n Rev. David HolmanH. 5 Common &.
438 John S Dudley House 1 Man .
4 John Dudley House 2 Man &.
shed roof hen houses
bam with wagon hed
board batten bam
12 Dudley Tavem 8 Man .
bam
812 Douglas Center Cametary Main S
Receiving Tomb
Sone Wall
“ unknown 19Man .
15 Douglas Center Schod 21 Main S

DOUGLAS CENTER HD, DOUGLAS (WORCESTER), MA

page2of 3

DATE

ca 1746

ca 1820
ealy 20* c.
late 19 c.
late 1900s

ca 1770s

ca 1746-present

ca 1830

STYLE

Landscepe

Federd
English bam

Gresk Reviva

Feded
Neo-Colonid

Federd

Federd

Landscepe

Cape/dtered

Colonid Rev.

TYPE STATUS

MY WW WEOW®E W

o @

Z00
O

O O O o000 00

Z00
O

Z0 000 00

O



DOUGLAS CENTER HD, DOUGLAS (WORCESTER), MA

ASSESSORS MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE STATUS
28/34 16 George Lindley Houe 27 Main S ca 1810 Cae B C
atached bam & shed mid 19* c. B C
28-04/21 Charles Thayer House 28 Man &. ca 180 Federd B C
28-04/22 Dr. Jennison/Rev. Sone 30 Man . ca 176570 Georgian B C
House
28/33 19 Edgar Paker House 3B Man S ca 1920 dteredno style B C
cottege B NC
B NC
one car gaage
28/39A 2 . 8NW Main S. ca 1860 Gresk Rev./ltd. B C
Manning House mid 20* c. B NC
35-02/1 43 Chandler-Bacome H. 1 SEMan S ca 18% Grek Revivd B C
barn/converted gore ca 1830 Grek Revivd B C
35/19A 46 Joshua Thayer House 13V Main S. ca 180 Grek Revivd B C
garagelbam late 20* c. B
NC
35-02/5 45 4 SN Main &. ca 1850 "Vemacular” B
C
28/39 49 Douglas Ctr. P.O. 8 Webger . ca 1850 Colonid Rev. B C

TOTAL: Contributing Resources 50 Non-Contributing Resources 10

page3 of 3
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Old Douglas Center Historic District ~ Worcester County, 01001186
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #8-11 and 32)

USGSMap
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secrelary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

September 7, 2001

Ms. Caral Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Douglas Center HD, Douglas (Worcester), MA
The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been dgned by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were

notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Ore objection hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friraberg Q
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Gretchen Schuler, Consultant
Donna and David Kmetz, Douglas Historical Commission
Richard VandenBerg, Planning Board
Thomeas Navaralli, J., Board of Sdectmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. maus/sec/mhc



