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The Main Street Historic District in Calais: is^ comprised of two Blocks 
qn the south: sitle Q$'4fo£&. Street' facl&g the. $t. CroiixRiver, and several 
dings^ .ex:iieaaiaguup< CR3tf«cK; Street; :\r- > an<i North: Street. The majority 
of the Buildings were constructed after the 1870 fire of Calais, though a few 
date Back to the mid nineteenth: century* None of the Buildings have had major 
alterations-.

Map # 

1

10

Street # 

15

13

189

183

181

175

169-173

165

Church Street

City Building, Romanesque Revival, 19Q1
Architect* tt.A. Crosfiy
Builder? RoBert Walker '" :K" £ ;
Brick with, granite trim, three stories

--•*> f.u :i:: :

Old Fire House, Italianate, 1874
Two stories with, tower, Brick constnuction with

granite trim
Hose tower "and Bell added 1895~6

Main Stree€'
J. Ferkins Store, Italianate, 1871 
Brick with, granite trim, three stories

El'i.-'.A

J.G. Beckett^ Building, Itallanatft, 1870 
Three stories wttH gaBle roo£, brick with granite 

trim - -^ ' - '• - -

r. & JP. Tettd'TBtttiSlnig-; 1 Italianate, 1870- _• : 
Three stories, Brick with, granite trim

Blake and Taylor Building, ttalianate, 1871D 
Three stories, Brick with granite trim.

T. Hprton Building, Italianate, 1871 
Tnree "Wtor^es'i o^ic^'wi'tn granite trim

J. Murray Hill Building, Italianate, 1871 
Three stories, Brick with granite trim

F. Ross Building, Italianate, c, 1890
Two stories, Brick construction with granite trim

J.G. Hamilton & J. Pickari Building, Italianate, 
1878, Two stflrles, Brick construction, wood trim 

ftttsl trim on store front remodeled to match 
163 Main Street c. 1886
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Map # Street #

11 163

12 159-161

13

14

15

16

17

157

155

153

22

28

Main Street

M. Silverstone Building, Italianate , 1878
Two stories, brick construction with granite trim

A. Spence Building, Italianate, 1886 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

E.H. & I. Macalester Building, Italianate, 1886 
Originally two stories, added third and fourth

stories in 1886 or shortly thereafter, 
Brick construction with granite trim

C.P. Rabbins Building, Italianate, 1886 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

Hill Building, Greek Revival, 1847 
Three and one-half stories, gambrel roof 
Brick with granite trim

North Street

J.W. Todd Building, Greek Revival, 1846 
Two stories, brick with granite trim

M. Vickery Building, Greek Revival, 1852-1856 
Three and one-half stories, frame with clapboarded 

exterior
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The delineation of the Calais Historic District was arrived at 
after careful on site inspection by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer-^ a, member of the Historic Preservation Commission staff and

^ thje Community Planning Center,

asea ©f the district was chosen excluding neighboring buildings 
for the following reasons:

1. Those structures on the west side of North Street are of much 
more recent construction than those within the district and 
thus not chronologically homogeneous.

2. The commercial buildings on the north side of Main Street 
include a number of recent commercial intrusions and those 
of the. period which remain have been severely altered.

3. The area east of Church Street contains a mixture of resident 
tial and commercial properties not suitable for a commercial 
district.

4. The area south of the district is largely residential.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Historic District in Calais exhibits commercial A governmental,
architecture of the mid to late nineteenth century. The cohesive 

block has- not undergone any major exterior changes nor been encroached upon 
by modern intrusions. The buildings in the district were constructed at a time 
when Calais was a thriving shipbuilding and lumber port, and are an excellent 
tribute to that era.

Calais was incorporated as a city in 1850, with a population of 4, #49. The 
city is situated at the head of tide water on the St. Croix River twelve miles 
from the Passamaqudtddy Bay, and was an excellent port for ship building and 
the lumber industry as well as an ideal site for water powered mills. The excav 
ation of granite was another source of income which drew settlers to the area. 
These industries were at their pealt at s the end of the nineteenth century, and 
the border city had continual traffic ap and down its 'wharves.

< In August of 1870 a major fire_ destroyed much of the downtown area. It 
began to the east of the Main Street Historic District block behind the Old Post 
Office. The fire spread down Main Street and consumed the wooden frame buildings up 
to the location of the present Ross' Store. Construction was resumed immediately 
following, the fire,- and all- new> building was done in brick. The Beckett, Todd and 
Blake and Taylor buildings were erected in the Fall of 1870. *" The remaiming buil 
dings in the block were completed by 1886 and are all contructed in the Italianate 
style of aechitecture. The Hill and J. Todd stores are the only brick buildings 
in the district which pre-~date the fire.

After this disaster the Fire Department's equipment supply grew substantially 
to demand a new Engine House, which was constructed in 1874. The fire department 
moved out in 1970, but the building is currently used as a Senior Citizen's Center 
and Community Planning Center.

The City Building, constructed in 1901, was the last addition to the Historic 
District. It is still the central location for all town offices.

Calais was able to rebuild much of its downtown area within one year of a major 
fire in 1870, due to the ample supply of carpenters and builders from its ship 
building industry. TJ\e^ Main Street Historic District is comprised of buildings 

*|>oth archltecturallyrahd historically significant to this period when Calais was 
a leading salt water port.



l-Bacon, George, Calais, Its Representative Business Men and its, joints of 
of Interest, Glenwood Publishing Go., Newark, 1892.

2Davis,1krold, An International &^^ on tf^gt^^rai^ Univers£tr 
Orono, 1950.

3The Fay *fe ttere, Print'N Press Ltd., St. Stephen, 1908.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ffegiaa^feeafi eherie©utfife^^c§ni|KrHa£ltheo^4ty}'Hall property 
©nth&Inorthwest side of Church Street, the district boundary line follows this side of 
Church Street northeasterly> to Main Street, thence westerly on the south side of Main S 
to North. Street and from there southwesterly along the southeast side of• .North Street to? 
westerly corner of the M. Vickery^ Building property. From this point the line runs mo ' 
easterly along tha southwest pro^ety line of the M. Vickery building to the southern 

thence northeasterly, easterly and southwesterly wlong the rear property lines on 
CftuggR Streets to the west corner of the City Hall property where It turns soi 
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chltectural Surveyor 
Frank A. Beard, Historian

ORGANIZATION Maine Historic Preservation Commission DATE July, 1978

STREET & NUMBER

CITY OR TOWN
Augusta,

0STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE ST\TE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic PreservatiorTAct of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE

GPO 892-453
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CALAIS HISTORIC DISTRICT

Building

City Building

Old Fire House

J. Perkins Building

J.G. Beckett Building

Wm. Todd Building
Blake and Taylor Building

**• T. Horton Building

*. J. Murray Hill Building

J. F.T. Ross Building

io, J.G. Hamilton Building

II- M. Silverstone Building

'2 . Spence Building

IS. Macalester Building

/*/. :.P. Bobbins PAiilding '

Owner

of Calais 

of Calais

Taylor Furniture Inc.
River Rd.
Calais, ME. 04619

Eastern Maine Appliances, Inc. 
17? Main St. 

^Calais, ME. 04619

Jean G. Eaton 
^ 329 Main St. 

Calais, ME. 0^619

Border Investment Co. 
x Main St. 

Calais, ME. 5^619

Elizabeth Tingley 
*- Swan St.

Calais, ME. 0^619

Nellie T. Ross 
/• 167 Main St.

Calais, ME. 0^619

Bror Olsson 
282 Main St. 

w Calais, ME. 0^-619

E. Leonard and Nancy T. .Scott 
159 Main St. 
Calais, ME. 0^619

Sunrise Realty Corp.
Main St.
Calais, ME 0^619

Mainline Graphics
Main St.
Calais, ME. 0*1-619



H. Hill Building

U. J.W. Todd Building

17, M. Vickery Building

iI oung

Gary L. Diffin 
153 Main St. 
Calais, ME.

Lloyd Wells 
Crawf ord P.O. 
Crawf ordME. 04-610

Robert Olsson
Route 1
Baring ME. 0^-610

Robort Oloooia
St^94Xv^^*mJL
Bai-ing, MEi 

Gail Waoott

ME.
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