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1 Name of Property
historic name.  Old Watertown High School

3ner names site number  East Junior High School, Middle School East® Brigham House

2\Loc; tioii

stieet & number—341 Mount Auburn Street _not for publication

city or toon  —Watertown vicinity

ge tu MASSACI-HIUSFTTS code MA countyj , code_ai2 .Zip code 02172

fi, SatiEEXIfimLMg.aEy Cfirtificatinn
As the designatuo authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1985, as amended, | hereby certify that this E*nomination
n re'iuGs; fiv dRtei"minaticn oi eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in tne National Register of
hiiito ic "laci s and muets the procedural and professional requirements seiforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Bj'mi.ets « does ;iotniaet |h;_ National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
C ;iazioraily « st:"ewii.ie Sflocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Old Watertown High Sctiool
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_private _Xbuilding(s)
~public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N.'A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing."

P. Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FNUCATION- Schnnl

7. Desrriptlon
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE19TH AND POTH CFENTIJRY RFVIVAIS

Tiidor Revival: Elizabethan Revival

Narrative Description

Middlessx, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing

L

JL

.building
sites

, Structures
objects

JL Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

DQMESTIG: Multipig Dwelling (assisted living facility)..

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Granite, Concrete

walls Brick

roof. Slate, Rubber membrane

other Limestone trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DKSCRIPTION

Built in 1913 and desgned inthe Elizabethan Reviva style, the former Watertown High Schoadl is now an assged

li\ ing iacility caled Brigham House (Inthis nomination, the building will be referred to as Old Watertown High
School.) The cagtle-like building gands & 341 Mount Auburn Strest in Watertown, a densdy  settled Massachusdts
town si\ miles northwest of Boston. S within aresdential neighborhood thet climbsthe low hill behind it and
Ironted by agrassy playing field of approximatdy five acres Old Watertown High Schodl is arguably the mogt
visualy commanding building dong Mt. Auburn Street (MA Route 16), the major thoroughfare leading esst-west
from Cambridge to Watertown Center. Located gpproximately one mile east of Watertown's commerciad canter, the
north-facing building occupies alot bound by seipentine Boylston Street on the west, curving Concord Roed on the
south, the Hoaner Elementary School on the eest and the aforementioned playmg field on the north. Inthe lagt half of
the 20th century, the playing field, parts ofthe Hosmer School and the Old High School 1ot were combined as one
large town-owned parcd, which gave Old Watertown High Schod its Mt. Auburn Street address That larger ot was
recently subdivided to sgparate the school property from the assgted living facility. (See atached plot/site plan as the
Watertown ass=essors mgp does not yet reflect the subdivision.).

\ linear drive\val' lined by parking goaoes soansthe north border of the Ste and separatesit from the playing field. A
andl lavn mfront ol the schoal is planted with shrubs and evergreen trees The grassy playing field is lined with
méature trees dong itswest Sde, which is bordered by aparking lot. Wes ofthe school, a paved parking areais
bounded by agrass strip and sdewak dong Boylston Street. On the south (rear), alawn extendsto the sdewak &
Concord Road. Shaded by four mature trees, the rear yard hes recently been enhanced by anew gazebo (non-
eontribufing structure) built for the resdents ofthe asided living facility. To the ees ofthe Old High Schoal, the
aliTenl Hoamer Schoal buildings, congtructed in various building campaigns from 1954 to the present, extend nearly a
block to the eedt. Although the footprint ofthe Hosmer Schoal is probably a leest three times that ofthe Old
Watertown High School, the low. linear massing ofthe modem buildings diminishes their visua impact on OId
Waetetow n High School and on the strestscape in generd. To the west and south of Old Watertown High Schoadl lies a
network of curvilinear sreets lined with well-kept 1Vi- sory, sngle- and two-family wood-frame houseswith ether
I'ront-gabled or hipped roofs. The ddicate scde of theseresidentid buildings combined with the "great lawn” effect of
the grassy playing field enhances the monumental quality of Old Watertown High School.

Rising from agranite sill st on aconcrete foundation below grade, with a high basament, the 3/2 sory red brick
building isla\ ishly ornamented with limestone trim. Symmetricad in plan, the building conssts of along
(a]-)proximatdly 160 feet) 3/2 story mam block, projecting three-story sections & each comer, and massve one-dory
bow-fronted sections centered on the facade and south devations, (photos 1, 6) Flanking the central bow front on the
facade ac onc-gtory souare brick projecting porticos. With the exception ofthe porticos, the north and south
devau)ns are smilar in massing. The building footprint is generdly that of an "i" tumed on its Sde with haf circles
projecting from both ddes ofthe shaft. The main block is sheltered by a Stegp, date-covered hipped roof interrupted
on the north and south dopes by acentrd Hemish aross gable Harnked by hip-roofed dormers with Hemish gable ends,
(photo ~10) Like the main rooL the dormers and cross gables are sheethed in date with copper ridgeflashing. Two

(continued)
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symmetrical large chimney-like brick \ entilation ducts St adtride the ridge, and one smdll brick chimney projectsfrom
the south dope of the roof toward the eest end ofthe ridge. The three-story comer sections, the bow-front sections,

and the porticos have fiat roofs (shesthed in rubber membrane) rimmed by brick pargpets. The pargpets on the corners
stions and on the vedibules are crendlated, while thase on the bow-fronts have a straight sone cap.

A\ the two main (north) entries, granite gepsrise to the degp porticos composad of brick and sone piers supporfing a
done basket-handle arch and heavy stone cornice surmounted by acrendlated brick pargpet with acentral Hemish
gable, (photo #6) A boldly detailed shidd decorates the gable. Surrounded by scrolls and consoles, the shield contains
an open book =t inrelief Other daborately carved ormament found a the entrance porticos includes lions heeds a
the principal comice, acarved face on the keystone a the arcdhw ay, triglyphs and carved pands a the friezeand above
the capitals, shell and scroll details & the pier capitals, as well s rusticated dressad quoins on the piers. The recesssd
entries are framed by sddights rising to a fanlight with sunburst-paitern tracery. Tall wooden three-pand double
doors hal e recently been installed to replace ablocked-down opening (mid-20th c).

Windows, many with elaboratetrim, are concentrated on thefacadeand south elevations. They vary in size and trim
asthey rise up the building, but aregenerally grouped and muUioned with bold limestone surrounds, particularly
prominent lintels, and often transoms. Thewindows typically contain double-hung wood sash of various dimensions
and paiterns of lights. The most common window isa4/6 fiat-arched sash at the first and second stories, and 4/6 with
a segmental-arched upper sash at thethird story. Largewindows at the rear have 9/9 sash. Thetall vertical steel
Window s inthe front bow aregrouped in sets of three w ith heavy stone mullions. The main sash are one light wide
w ith two fixed \ ertically stacked lights over a 4-light casement. Thedouble transom has 2-light sash. Thewindowsat
the rear bow are set in groups of three with tall 10-light vertical sash and a 4-light transom. Basement windows
contain 4/4 sash at the north elevation, 2-light sash al the front bow, and single 6-light sash at the rear elevation,
(photo 45)

On the facade, the window s in the one-dory bow are enframed in a gone Gibbs surround. The third story windows,
which ds0 display Gibbs surrounds, are st inaTudor arch surmounted by blind Tudor-arched pands The louvered
pands inthe vent dacks adtride the roof are st in a fone surround matching that a the third story windows. The
geble w indows a0 have Tudor arched lintels. The fenedtration on the south elevation is similar to that of the facade,
but the trim issimplified. Brick rather than gone frames the windows ofthe centra bays as well as those on the bow-
front section.

The symmetrical esst and west elevations have projecting end pavilionsframing a central recessed pavilion thet is
to])ped by a Flemish gable. The end pavilions have windows a the third story and basament, while the recessed
centrd sections hel'e three sts of double windows a the ssoond and third stories, (photo #3) A group of three
wintlows inthe gable end hes atal centrd window and gepped done surround. At the west elevation, a double
entrance door is located in the central bay a the besament story (ground fioor). (photo #7) This hes been refurbished
to serve as the main entrance into the assged living facility. On the eedt elevation, atwo-story connector fomierly
extended from the besament and first sories to the modern building that is now part ofthe Hosmer School. The

(continued)
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connector, congructed m 1954. was arectangular, fiat-roofed structure. A glazed o\ erhanging upper dory shdtered an
open goece on the north, w hile lou\ ered pands reeched the ground on the south eevation. The connector was
demolished as part ofthe current rehabilitation.

Among the mogt notable features ofthe building is its profusion of car\'ed limestone trim, some ofthe mogst ormete of
w hich IS hes bean described dbove. Other limestone ornement includes awatertable, sill courses, lintel courses,
keygones, shidds carved inrelief a the lintels, aheavy molded sill course a the third story, molded hoods & various
windows, carved compound arches and gpandres a the third story, and coping stone a the pargpets, (photo #3)

Interior

Camveison ofthe Old Watertown High Schoal building to an assigted living facility, required dividing the origina
diissooms and many other goacesto studio gpartments with kitchenettes and private bathrooms. While interior
I'inishes are genardly new throughout, the original school comidors and airways are intact, and the former
auditorium, which occupied the front bow, is now agracious dining room that ow casssthe origina proscenium
arch, (photo #4) The bow-fronted room on the south dde ofthe building — the former gymnasum - is now
gpatments and otTices The large windowsthat characterize the building have been maintained, providing abundant
light inthe public as well as the private spaces (Asdescribed above, the building hes a high basement, three principal
lloors, and an attic. Thefioor plan ofthe present assged living facility refers to the basament as the first fioor, the
first fioor as the second, etc. The description and history herein, however, use the conventiona basament, first,
second, third and attic fioor unless otherwise noted.)

H e building now contains 60 gpartments ranging from 313-545 square feet, plus lounges, alibrary, laundry rooms
aciiVitics room, dinning facilities, kitchens, offices, and devators. The original paired entrance vestibules on ether
Sde ofthe bow-fronted auditorium/dining room have been restored, but are now emergency/secondary  exits. Lined
with brick, they arefinished with terrazzo floors and marble sgps leading to atrabested arch framed by multi-paned
dddights and transom. Doors from the vestibules that once led to the auditorium have been bricked up.

Origindly, the three principa floors contained six dassooms generdly located a eech end of the building with a
connecting halway dong the south eevation. Each dassoom hed achak board, bulletin board, and built-in
bookcases with drawers below. Windowslined one wall and were recessad with no interior moldings, exoept for those
on the attic fioor. w hich had molded wood surrounds, 'fhe origina windowsand trim have been preserved or restored
in the gpainments The origina corridors displaying painted brick walls and recessed windowswith smple wood
qiTounds on the interior and exterior walls have dso bean retained. On the third fioor, midway dong the corridor, a
doorway framed by sddights and a degp transom isfiankedby apair of interior windows. The openings, filled with
textured glass originaly pro\ided light from the hallway to acentrally located classsoom. Now the opening leeds into
the eé\ aor lobby.

(ontinned)
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flie origina sairways, near eech end ofthe main block, run to the attic. Displaying smple wood railings, square
baugers and square newd podgts, they have been preserved, but with the addition of asscond baniger to bring the
height oftherailings up to code. Tudor archesoriginaly open between the stair and the south corridor were infilled
with brick over time. The arches can still be read due to the recessed brick. The stair hdls ae enclosed.

Entries & the e ad wes ends ofthe building leed into whet is now called the first fioor, but istechnically the
ground fioor or basement, fhe eedt entry, shdtered by the connector (sse exterior description) joins ahal and
adminigrative goaces The west entry, which is now the main entrance to the assgted living facility, leedsto a centra
reception roomfiankedby acafe on the south and a spacious living room with fireplace on the north.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are located on the high schodl property, dtes may exist. Eleven ancient dtes
ae located inthe generd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the property do not generdly
represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) favorable for the presence of Native Stes
While ihe schodl currently occupies alevel and well-drained land surface, the Ste was likely graded prior to
congruction of the school, driveway, and parking arees. Naturd soil strafigraphy m the area wes d<o disturbed

during the condrtiction described above. Lhe schoal is dso located over 1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands, a
locationa tactor that reduces the overall ancient dte sendtivity of this location. Given the above infomiation, the Sze
ofthe nominated parcd (1.26 acres) and the extent of historic landuse on the parcd, alow potentid exigs for locating
andent Native American resources on the schoal property.

2\ low potentia &so exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Old Watertown High School property.
Prior to congruction ofthe school in 1913, the nominated property and surrounding areawas undeveloped and used a5
a cattle pagure, according to earlier mgps No significant archaeologica resources are known or expected from
historic landuse assodiated with the Old Watertown High Schoal or the activities described above.

(end)
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Name of Property
a. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying ttie property
lor National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X 0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all ttie boxes ltiat apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

Within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographir.al Rfiferences

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
EDUCATION
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVEI.QPMEINII-

Period of Significance
1913 to 1956

Significant Dates

im2

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

na
Cultural Affiliation

Qla

Architect/Builder
Charles Brigham, architect; John W. Duff, builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA # 8865

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

X. State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
jeLocal government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository: Watertown Public Library



OMS AppwiNa. 10z*-001!
+(rSFofm10-900-«

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Pai™ Sarvice
National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Old Watertown High School

q rj 1 Watertown (Middlesex), M.4
Section number—2—  Page  i— '

8 STATK.MKNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Desgned by Charles Brigham for his hometown a no cog, the Elizebethan Reviva-style Old Watertown High School
a 341 Mt. Auburn Stret was built in 1913. The early 20th century wes atransitional period in A.merican education,
during which sudents were more likely to attend high school than ever before. Old Watertown High Schod offe-ed a
college preparatory curriculum, which was supported indirectly by its Elizabethen Re\Vival desgn; afavored style tor
college buildings ofthe period. The curriculum aso placed a new emphads on the education of women ad
immigrants, as well as on the importance of physica education. In 1925, Old Watertown High School becamethe
town's ssoond junior high school, remaining in continuous use as aschool until the late 1980s The higtory ofthe OId
| ligh School retlects the rapid growth of Watertown as aprogperous industrial town and traces the evolution ofthe
public school sydem inthe early 20th century. Architecturally, the building is awell-preserved example of a school
designed by Charles Brigham, one ofthe mog prominent Bogion architects ofthe day. as well as a Watertown native
and ci\ ic leader. Ore of Brigham's lagt buildings. Old Watertown High School occupies a commanding location on
\1)unt Aubun Strest, is among the most architecturally significant buildings in Watertown. and is arare example of
Ihe Elizabethan Revi\ d $>le Old Watertown High Schoodl retains integrity of design, location, setting, materias,
feeling, workmanship, and association; and fulfills National Regiger criteria A and C a the loed level. The period of
dgnificance is from its date of construction to 1952. The end date isthe standard fil'ty year cut ofT, edablished to
dlon lor higtorical pergpectn g but it is so adate before which the eet devation wes dtered by an addition (sse
description).

Watertown, Stuated dong the banks ofthe Charles River, was founded in 1630 &s the first inland settlement in
Vl.issachusls Initially, the economic basewas grounded in agriculture, grazing, and tishing. By the mid-18th
ceiilur), the tow n's civic center had been consolidated @ the corner of Mt. Auburn and Common Stregts where the
meeting house (burned in 1836) sood within the Coniinon Street Burial Cronnd (MHC #800), a few blocks west of
the gSte that became the location of Old Watertow n High Schoal in 1913. Inthe Colonial and Fedard periods gow th
wiis rgpid with the population more than doubling between 1765 (693 persons) and 1830 (1641 persons), by which
time the power ofthe Charles River had been harnessad for the manufacturing of cotton duck, paper, medicines, sogp,
and candles.

B\ 1870. the population hud reeched 4.326, with Irish immigrants representing nearly aquarter of that number. While
“animu was a\ iable occuliation during most ofthe 19h century, Watertown's economic besewes firmly rooted m
iiKinufacluring. The invention in Watertown of apgper bag-making machine revolutionized the packaging indudiry.
Reedy-made shirts were being sawv n first in homes and then in the Hathaway factory, which d<o included a laundry
;ind spavned Watertown's sarch industry. Economic expanson and development of new industries reeched its pesk
ill Mlii.- lite-induitiial period (1870-1915). Parliculaii) sticcessful enterprises included llollingsworth and Whitney
Pgpa Mills, l.ewando's French Dyeing and Cleanding 1”gablishment. Empire Laundry Machinery Company,
Metropalitan Laundry, Warren Sogp Manufactory, Barker and Crystal Springs Starch factories. Aetna Woolen Mills,
Hood Rubber Company, and the Stanley Motor Carnage Company. In addition. Watertow n wes the center of a

th' i\ ing cattle trade, which occupied the Union Market Stockyards off Franklin and Walnuts Streets.

(continued)
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H} 1915, the population had quadrupled to 16515 persons. Some of the growth was due to the aTivd of drest
ral\vali and the 1912 extenson ofthe subway sysem from Boston to Cambridge, which mede suburban life more
atractive to Bogtonians. But immigration patterns aso mede a subgtantia contribution to the population satistics es
the ranks of the foreign born swelled in regponse to Watertown's reedy supply of jobs. Irish and Itdian immigrants
w eejoined by waves of Armenians, w ho began an''i\ ing after the 1909 Adana Massacre in their homeand.
Watertown remains an important center of Armenian culture within the New England region, supporting various
Armenian churches, culturd institutions, and busnesses

flie public schoo sygem in Watertown developed in concert with the booming economy and explosive population
growth. By the mid-19th century, there were three schoadl districts serving the eest, west, and centra sections of tow n,
ad ei\ ic leederswere discussing the need for a sgparate high school. It was built in 1853 on Common Street oppodite
Ihe Burid Ground to sarve the three upper grades The building was dameged by fire in 1858, rebuilt, and reportedly
incorporated into the present Phillips Schoal building; now part of acomplex containing school administration
buildings, asenior center and the Watertown Council On Aging. Inthe 1890s the town built anew grammar school

on the land abutting the first high school on the north. Cdlled the Francis Schoal, it was aso designed by Charles
Brigham. The Francis Schoal quickly became overcrowded, resulting in the building ofthe Hosmer Schodl half a mile
to the eedt on a Ste abutting that ofthe soon to be erected Old High School. When first condructed, the OId
Watertown High School and adjacent Hosmer School stood done inthe newly laid out residential neighborhood. The
modest two-family housesthat chal-actenze the present neighborhood w ere largely congtructed during the I'irs decade
ofthe school's exisence.

Tlie decidon to build the school was mede a a particularly productive specid town mesting, called on Augugt 13,
1909. \\i the landmark meeting, Henry Clay Derby, a Watertow n meet distributor, donated $40,000 toward the
erection of a nawv high schoal building as a"token of my affection for the Town inwhich | havelived nearly dl of my
lile." Bugene N. Foss of Cohasst, later governor of Massachusetts donated a 138,713 square foot plot of partly
marshy land vaued & S15.000 to the cause The accomplished architect Charles Brigham "ofTered to contribute the
necessary plans and supervison ofthe building ofthe schoal .

)\ letter from Derby, reed doud & the meeting, explained thet he had congdered donating the funds for a ren
grammar sthoadl to sarve the growing population in the southern section of Watertown, south ofthe Charles River, ...
but now that an emargency hes arisen, and it ssamsdmog imperative that anew high school-house should be built,
and dso being much impressad with the unfortunatefinancial condition ofthe Town, | have thought it not unwise to
modify to some degree my intention.”

flie land donated by Foss for the new high school hed been acattle pasture on the edate of Ah in Adams. After the
degth of Adams, trustees of his estate hed subdivided the pagiure into a conventiona street grid, but the land remained
undevedoped. Baween 1904 and 1911 the edate wes resurveyed and laid out with the presant curvilinear sregt
pattern, one block of which weas donated by Fossto the town. The Fosstract was bound by the segientine Bojiston
Street (W). curx ing Concord Roed (S). and nearly straight Winthrop Stret (Since removed on the west) and Hancock

(continued)
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Sieats (ds0 ramaNad on the north, but now the location ofthe driveway in front ofthe school). Although the sret
pattern hes changed, the boundaries ofthe existing parcd are smilar to those ofthe Foss parcd. The res ofthe
subdivision was broken up into many small, irregularly sheped lots intended for residentiad use

I'liarles Brigham (1841-1925). a Watertown native, was near the dose of his long and progperous career when he
donated his desgn for Old Watertown High School. With fifty years of experience and numerous mgor commissions
behind him, Brigham w &s nearly seventy. Bornto Mary and John Brigham, alumberman. Brigham wes ~ & a young
mtin - "single mindedly devoted to a futurein architecture as a practica profession." Assuch, he was pat ofthe
genadion that transformed the architectura professon from a hobby for gentlemen of meensto a commercid
enterprise. Charles married Rebecca Jordan in 1878. She died in 1910. and the couple hed no children.

.:5iigham. who hed atended Watertown public schools, had, in fact, been amembe ofthe first graduating dass (1857)
ofthe Watertown's first high school on Common Street. A prominent Watertown citizen, he wes afounder ofthe
Watertown Historica Society and desgner ofthe town sedl. He sarved Watertown as a sdectman, school committee
member, water commissioner, and trugiee ofthe public library. He was dso a founder and president of the Watertown
Cooperative Bark and adirector ofthe Union Market Nationa Bank. In addition, he wes an early presarvationist,
helping to saxe Watertown's historic Edmund Fowle Mouse (NR 1977, MHC #127) by movingit to hisown land on
M irsh: I Strest.

Afler his graduation from high school in the late 1850s Brigham worked as adraftsman in the oftlcesol'Calvin Ryder.
In the late ! 850sor early 1 S30she entered the firm of Bryant and (jilman: then the mogt prolific and nationally
recognized Bogdon architectura office. During his employment with Bryant & Oilman. Brigham mé his future
Na"tiier of twenty yeers, the w edthy English-trained architect John Hubbard Sturgis. | he notable partnership of
Sturgis & Brigham (1866-1886) wes innuential m the introduction and poinilarization of Ruskinian (Jolhic concepts
iind formsin America through Bogton's first Museum of Fine Artsin Copley Square (1876; demolished) and the
Church of The Advent on Brimmer Street in Besoon Hill (1880, NR district 1966). After Sturgis returned to
London, Brigham formed a partnership with John C. Spottbrd and then with Charles C. Coveney and Henry Bishee
Maog of Brigham's subsequent commissons were done under the augpices of these partnerships. Two of his "largest
;ind mod impressve architectural desgnsin Boston™ include the extenson of Bulfinch's Massachusetts Siate House
(Wes Wing, 1899) ad The First Church of Christ Scientist Mother Church (MHC #7520).

In addilion to those famous commissions, Brigham desgned many housesand fine buildings in Watertown including
il" own house (84 Garfield Street, 1890. MHC #156), the Church ofthe Good Shepherd (1888; MHC #150) , the
I'nitarian Parish House (1889; MHC # 105). Watertown Savings Bank (1892; MHC # 54), ad Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic Church (1912. MHC if 187). Brigham's firm ds0 desgned severd notable high schoal buildings
for other communities including the Renaissance Revi\ d style Needham High School. (1 896, MHC #39), ad the
iziizabcthan Revnal-gtyle I'airhaven High School (1906. MHC #133, NR-1978), which is smilar to the Old
Watertown High School. The two schools, both ol'brick and limestone with date-covered roofs and Memish gables
differ significantly in plan and massing. While similar in Sze, the differencein construction cogts for eech schod is

(continued)
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striking. At Fairhaven, con.strudion co.ils were estimated to range between $500,000 and S700,000, which was
unusudly high for Ihe era. The building cogs for Old Watertown High School totaled S 160,000. Both buildings are
In"pleed b) linglish designs ofthe early 17th-century Elizabethan period, which incorporated influences from Handers
into wiiat wes atrandgition from the Gothic to the Renaissance style. In addition to the Hemish gables, topical
Elizabethan Revivd features digplayed a Old Watertown High School include the picturesque roofline. the
symmetrical masing. gi"ong horizontal belt courses, and crendated pargpets. Tudor-arched entries combined with
dasscd Gibbs surrounds, and grouped mullioned windows with transoms endosed by bold stone trim.

#s Derby described in his letter read & the town meseting in 1909, the need for anew high school was pressng. The
old Watertown High School on Common Street wess filled beyond capacity, and even its corridors were serving as
dassoom space Children were necessrily st aoross the yard to the Francis (rammar Schoadl building for
recitations and sudy period, and as aresult. Watertown was losing dudents to neighboring towns.

In March 1910. a buiiding committee-consisting of architect Arthur Gray, builder (Chester Sorague, Charles I'itz.
Jo>gh Keefe. Thomas V'diey and George Wright-submilted Brigham's plan and cogt edimate for the proposd
building. The Town immediately appropriated an additional SOO0O00 to execute it. The committee soon found,
however, that bids excesded the gppropriated funds for construction. "The plan howe\ cr wes 0 excdlent in itsdesgn
;ind indl of its details, that your committee were unanimous in their opinion that it would be better for the Tow nto
increese its gppi-opridion sufficient to carry into execution every detail of this plan, than to curtail or aoridge it in any
mtinner whatsoever.... S20.00() will enable the committee to congtruct the building as desgned, making it a first-class
building m every respect.” Wiih the additional funds gppropriated that November, therew as atota of $160,000 for
condiruction coss

)i aw itigs wele filed with Massachusetts Department of Public Safety on November 17" by architects Brigham,
Coveney il Bishea 'I he building permit (#891) weas filed in Watertown on November 19, 1910. listing Charles
Brigham of Brigham Coveney &. Bisoee as architects and John W. Duff as builders. The address ofthe high school
weas Hancock Street, which is now reduced to adriveway in front ofthe school. Specifications for the brick and sone
building were 164 feet long, 90 feet degp and 46 feet tall with a concrete foundation.

In February 1913, "after Washington birthday exercises, 219 pupils, cairying their books..., waked informally to the
new building" from the former high school on Common Street half amileavae>. Girlsentered through the door on the
| ight, and boys through the one on the lefi. Praising the new high .schodl, one town ol Ticid said, "Our high scliodl.
both in architecturd beauty and in completeness of its equipment, is probably unsurpassed by ay high schod of its
S/e in Massschusetts™ (Hodges, p. 163).

At CY)mnion Siret, the high schoal curriculum hed been limited by spatid congtraints. It had oflered sx tracks:
Norma Preparatory Course, MIT Preparatory Course, College Scientific Preparatory Course, College Classcd
Prepanitory Course, Commercid Course and aGenerd Course. With the compl etion ofthe new Watertown High
Schoal, the schoal department was able to add new courses of ingruction and atota of twenty-three dasses
Programmatic changes including anewv emi)hads on the education of girls and the immigrant population, were
reflected th the arangement and use of rooms.

(continued)
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in his 1911 report, the superintendent of schools argued for improved women's education. He wrote: "The education
of girls isdw ays complicated by the fact that there is dways adud purpose in their pursuit of an education; first,
more or lesstemporary employment, and second, ultimately, homemeaking.” Asareault, the entire atic floor ofthe
nev Waatown High School was devoted to a course of instruction excdlusve> for girls- Home Economics or
[])omestic Science. This new track included dasses in sanitation and hygiene, bacteriology, biology, drawing,
chemidglry, phydics, practica and scientificlaundry work, first aid, home nursing, sewing, dementary dressmaking ad
millinery. Students mede visits to the grocery dore and other establishments, and planned amenu for a family. The
i‘acilities incdluded amain kitchen (with 2 gss ranges and cod and ges dove combined), house kitchen, china doss,
dining room and reception room. Dressmaking and millinery departments were on the right. The Domegtic Saence
leecha w as d=0 i expt)ngble for the lunchroom, and it gppearsthat the femde pupils prepared lunches for the entire
Sudent bod\. A uumhwaiter led fi-om the kitchens to the cafeteria and lefngerator in the basament.

Xitoha important acldilioii to the curriculum w as a"well-rounded course in Phydca E.ducation” ibr dl high schoadl
boys ad girls. Previoudy, only those sudents who represented the school on athletic teams had benefited from
Physca Education. |'i\ e periods of physica exercise over two wesks we''e intended to increese attention and incresse
interest in academic w ork. The naw gymnasium, which occupied the bow-front section on the south elevation, was
wx |l equipped with "Swedish booms, traveling rings, dumb bdlls, etc.” Tothe right of the gym were the girls

las atories, 9w ers and wi;irdrobe room w ith lockers. In front w ere forty-two dressng rooms and to the left were the
hoys lavatories. Spectator gdleries and the Physica Education office overlooked the gym and w ere accessible by
spirtil gaircase

| he addition of Physcad Education to the regular curriculum aso resulted in the purchase ofthe present athletic field

in front of Old Watertown High School on Mt. Auburn Street. Within ayear of the completion of the schoal, the
Chairman ofthe School Committee gppeded to voters to purchase that plot as soon as possible, "as we redize that the
I"nac will never be 90 low as a the present.” Until it was ramov ed in the mid 19205 aleg of Hancock Street crosed in
front ofthe schodl and separaed it from the playing field. The presant driveway is aremnant of this dret.

\iiother influence on the desgn of Old Watertown High School wes a 1911 law thet allowed school committees to
"grant use of .chod buildings for entertainments and exercises of genard interest and vaue to the community.” The
asmbly hall, home economies rooms, and dassooms were regularly ussd by the livening School. A rudimentary
Evening Schoal, largdy serving Watertown's Armenian and Italian population, hed been offered in the Hoamer school
prior to the condruction ofthe Old High School. The larger, better equipped Old Watertown High Schoal alowed the
town to open the schoal to other membears of the community "who have been denied the privileges of ahigh school
education.” Inthe first ssmeder, five rooms were used tor the "dementary dasses composad entirely of our ‘New
Ameaicans,’ four rooms for commercid dasses, two rooms for the millinery department and the whole upper floor for
the w ork m dressmaking and cooking.” Interest and progress in the Evening School wes "attributable in large mesare
to the influence ofthe beautiful, comfortable and well-lighted rooms” as well as to the enthusaan ofthe teechars

In the assembi) hall/audilt)rium &t the front ofthe building, the livening School offered a series of illustrated lectures,
particularly adgpted lor thi.- Armenian ;ind Itdlian people of Watertown. The hall, finished in a pae pink,

(continued)
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accommodated 700. The large sage "will easily sest all pupils ofthe high schoal,” which totaled 248 inthefirst yesr,
Ilhe Massachusetts Stiate Sedl wias digplayed on the wall to the right ofthe stage, with the sedl ofthe United States
digilayed on the wall to the left. Despite the new emphiasis on industrial and domestic education, aspiration toward
higher education wes the predominant messege ofthe assambly  hall, where each ofthe fifteen windows displayed the
=il of a New England college. Over the dage was Principa Frank Whitney's pet motto, “Carpe Diem.”

Regular dassrooms occupied the rest ofthe first and ssocond floors, with laboratories and drawing rooms on the third
floor. I:ach room, with oak-dained woodwork, was equipped with a*"good-szed book casg' and gpproximetdy forty-
iwo s=ets .\ tdephone system connected all rooms, and drinking fountains were supplied in the corridors. Thefirst
floor hed dassooms for math (Room 5), French (6). German (7), Latin (4), and recitation (3). The principa's office
and an officeand reception hal for the two mde teechers were d 0 located on the first floor. The principal’s office
held alarge vault with shelves of shet iron and alarge clock that regulated time throughout the building.

The second floor held dassrooms for English (room 8). commercia geogrephy (9), bookkeeping (11), shorthand (13),
and typewriting (12). On two Sdes ofthe commercid geogrgphy room were cases displaying agricultural objects. The
bookkesping room, a large goece overlooking Mt. Auburn Siret, included a counting dek, filing cabinet, and
moveble blackboards. Also located on the second floor were the sock room, girls' lavatory, infirmary, librar)',
recitation room, sudy room, and a teechers room, presumably for the deven femaeteachers

I'lie third floor hed dassooms and laboratories for drawing and the sciences including freehand drawing (20),
mechanical drawing (21), biology (22). lecture room (18), physics (16), chemigtry (17) and aphotograph room. Mr.
Robinson, the phydics teacher, hed his officein the rear ofthe lecture room.

ITie increesing population of Watertown with corresponding increeses in high school enrollment affected the sructure
ofthe schodl sysem as awhole. On the first day ofthe 1913 schodl year, the ninth grade was moved to the high
schodl from its previous location & the dementary school. Inadecison that istypica of other school digtricts ofthe
period, dementary schools began to sarve grades one through eight, and high schools incorporated a four year course
of dudy starting with grade nine. Old Watertown High School d<o provided temporary goece for the eighth grade in
besemant Room . In 1915. "The Six and Six Plan” stipulating x years of grammar school, three of junior high, and
three of senior high, was conddered in Watertown. However, it was not until 1922 that the first junior high schoaol in
Wateartow n opened as the West Junior High (MHC #329). That same year, a committee was gppointed to acquire
land for araw , centrally-located high school with acapacity of 800.

Within lessthan ten v ears of its congtruction, atendance in the Bngham-designed building had more then doubled,
fhe surrounding neighborliood. platted but undeveoped in 1911, hed bean transformed in the intervening yearsby a
aurge of condruction ol'modest single-and two-family houses fhere were complaints about the school's relTow

mig ioi corridors, limited locker goace, and the smdl lunchroom with no daylight. As arangaments were mede for the
congruction of anav senior high building, high school dasses were rdlegated to the three upper floors, while junior
high dass=slook over the first floor and basement.

(continued)
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In Sgptember 1925, the thud and present Watertown High School, designed by A. Houston Burr, opened nearer the
center of town on Columbia Street, ablock away from the first Watertown High School on Common Street. At the
opening exerdses "this 1926 modd” w as described as if it were an automobile ~*air-washed, vacuum deaned, ad
equipped with 4 whed brakes." This new building wes in decided contrast to the picturesque Elizabethan Revivad -

dvle dructure ofthe previous decade.

With the opening ofthe new high school, the Bngham-designed building became the Eagt Junior High Schodl ad
eventudly the Middle Schoal Eadt. In 1954, the school wes enlarged with a modem addition desgned by Coletti
Brothers. Drastically different in design, fenestration and massing, it housad anew gymnasum, auditorium, cafeteria
and some smdl rooms m atwo-story connector. The old Hoamer Schoadl, to the eedt, was demalished ca 1960 to be
replaced on the same dte by anew Hoamer School. Inthe late 1980s, the Brigham-designed Old Watertown High
Schoal (by then the Lag Junior High) was dosad due to low enrollment. Seventh and eighth grederswere
consolidated & the Middle School and ninth graders were incorporated into the existing high school. The gym,
auditorium, and cafeteria ofthe 1954 addition became part ofthe Hosmer School. The connector was demolished as
pat ofthe current rehabilitation. Old Watertown High School stood vacant until its recent converdon to an asiged
liv iiig lac.lity cdled Brigham House The adaptive reuse project enables this noble edilice to continue to savethe
public, enhance the streatscape, and delight passarday for generdtions to come.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description

The boundaries of Old Watertown High School & 341 Motint Auburn Si et are those recorded as follows on
the current leese to the property:

A certan parcd of land stuated inthe City of Watertown, Middlesex County Massachusetts shown on a
plan entitted"ALTA Fan of Lease Pacd in Watertown, MA, located & 341 Mount Auburn Strest,
Watertown, Massachusetts Prepared for BARAN Patnars, LLC dated February 20, 2002, by STEC, Inc., 12
Weby Road, New Bedford, MA 02745" and more particularly described thereon asfollows:

Beginning & apoint, which isthe northeesterly corner of the parcd shown as the Lesse Parcd,

Thence S17° 12' 16" W, adigance of 218.23 feet more or lessto acomer,

Thence N 89° 13 59" W, adigance of 89X feet to apoint of curvature.

Thence dong acurx'e turning to the right, having aradius of 226.80 feet, adigance of 407.02 feetto a

point to cun aturc,
|

Thence, dong acurve turning to the right, having aradius of 537.90 feet, adisance of 1607 feetto a
comer.

Thence, S73° 04' 59" E, adigance of 299.73 feat to the point of beginning.

Containing 57,289 square feet, or 1.3 acresmore or less

Verbd Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcd upon which the Old Watertown High School presently
dands and cdlosdly followsthe original dte of the building.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Looking south, snce-demolished school building toleft.

Looking southwest

Looking northwest, south and eest devations

hiterior, present dining room, former auditorium

Looking south, north elevation

Detail, detail of front (north) portico and bow front a former auditorium
Looking eadt, west and south devations

Looking northeest, south and west facades

Detail, bow front of former gymnasium, looking north

10 Detail, Dutch gables and brick vent stacks, looking north'

OCONOPRWN R

Photographs taken by L edlie Donovan, Tremont Preservation Services
Date May 2002, June 2005
Negativeswith Tremont Preservation Services.
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The Commonwealth of M assachustt!
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
August 9, 2006 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Dr. John Roberts

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationd Pak Sevice

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington. DC 20005

Dea Dr. Roberts
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Old Watertown High School, 341Mt. Auburn &., Watertown (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Stiate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of lhc property were notil'icd of pending State
Re\ iev Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Note: Watertown ass=ssor's mgps are m the process of being updated, reflecting chengesinthe
immediate vicinity ofthe Old High School. When we receive the new \ ersons, they Will be
forw arded to the National Regider officeforinsertion intothefile.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy.

F3asy Friedberg n
National Regigter Director
Massichusdts Historical Commission

endosure

oC. f edie Donovan, conautant
Clyde Younge. Town Coundl
Roua Erickson. Watetown Higoricd Commisson
Jmnii. Haves ., Aaning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.satema. usmhc
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The Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information Sysem lists 71 buildings designed by
Brigham. The Watertown Historical Commission has identified more than 40 buildingsin
Watertown that were designed by Brigham.

The former high school dso satisfies Criterion C because the building possesseshigh
artistic values and retains itsintegrity of location, design, setting and materials.

The building is an Elizabethan-inspired design, with many dements of the English Gothic
Collegiate style and touches of French Chateauesque. The building maintains the symmetrical
massng that is characteristic of the Elizabethan style, including the symmetricdlly projecting wings.
The massing isdso alate manifestation of the symmetrical Chateauesque in the United States,
which after World War 1, were generally asymmetrical.

The Gothic dements include castellated parapets that crown the projecting wings, alarge
central block extending upward uninterruptedly through the comice into shaped pargpets with
cement vergeboards inset, steeply pitched roof and various cast cement trim usad for the window
(some quoining) and door surrounds.

The Chateauesque dements mimic many of the Gothic, including the window quoins,
pointed dormers with pinrucles, steeply pitched roof and large central block extending upward
uninterruptedly through the comice and window hood moldswith label stops.

The choice and use of thesevaried architccairal dements in this compact frame represent
an ingenious creation that, i n aconcrete way, emphadzes the sacredness and importance of
education. The coherent fusion of varied (often seemingly contradictory) architectural dements
that ispresent hereis, indeed, a hallmark of Mr. Brigham'swork.

Importantly, the building d_9 retains integrity of location, design, setting and materials.
Originally, the building was s on alarge plot of land, approximately seven acres. Since then, a
number of other school buildings have been built to the cadt, including one tliat connected to
subject builditxg. However, the building remains unobstruaed on all other ddesand retains an
important measure of goace around it, as itwas originally designed.

The connecter building that attached the subject building to other bviildings in the
complex has been demolished and the building stands aone again, providing the building with its
original spatial integrity. Indeed, except for the doors and severd windows, the building retainsall
of its architectural integrity of desgn and materials.

In summary, we bdieve that 341 Mount Auburn Street satisfies the relevant and nccessaty
criteria to be nominated to the National Register of Historic Flacesand we thereforerespecitflilly
request that the Massachusetts Historical Commission nominate the building for the National
Regigter.

Very truly yours,
David J. Rusxo, J.D.

Chairperson

TOTAL P.004



The Commonwealth of Massachusatts
William Frands Gavin, Saadary of the Commonwedth
Massaechusatts Historical Commisson

October 6, 2006

Mr. Petrick Andrus

National Register of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

1201 Eye Stret, N.W. 8" floor

Washington, DC 20005
Re Old Watertown High School, Watertown (Middlesex), MA

Dear Patrick:

Encdlosed pleese find arevised copy of the photography pegefor the Old Watertown High
School NR nomination, reflecting the additiona information omitted from the origina
copy. Fease replace this pageinthe Pak Services file.

Thank you for your attention in this metter.

Philip Bergen
Preservation Planner

220 Morrisey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusdts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax (617) 727-5128
www.ssc.datemausimhc



