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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The cornerstone for Morrill Hall was laid September 12, 1885
and the building was ready for occupancy February 15, 1886.
The building is of brick construction two stories high with
a mansard roof of wood forming the third story. A deep basemenpt
provided additional space for classrooms and other uses.

Edward Parsons, distinguished Reno architect, describes Morrill
Hall in these terms. o y

, T /
"It's a classic example of. Italianate Victorian arch’tecture.
It is dignified with a wood shingled mansard roof and full
dormer windows. Its central bell tower has a Gothic arch.
The grand mahongany stairway dominates the central hall.
Doorways, heavily cased in molded trim, enclose massive four-
paneled doors and glass transoms. The door stiles and rails,
painted mahogany, contrast with the panels which mre skill-
fully painted imitation Birds-eye maple. Wainscoting surroundin
the hall is similarly treated. Walls and ceilings are plaster
Sixteen feet high ceilings are trimmed with plaster-run molds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Morrill Hall's primary significance lies in the fact that it
was the very flqét building on the University of Nevada=-Reno

campus, and for a number of years it was an all-prupose build-
ing housing the administration offices, classrooms and dormi-
tories.

The founding of the university was established during the
Constitutional Convention of 1864, the yesar Nevada was granted
statehood. Nevada historian Samuel Bradford Doten described
the document as extraordinary, pointing to its provisions whic
called for the establishment of a state university... "which
shall embrace departments for agriculture, mechanic arts, and
mining, to be controlled by a Board of Regents, whose duties
shall be prescribed by law."

At the time few state constitutions made reference to the
establishment of a state university, and these that did went
scarcely beyond mentioning such intentions. By con-rast Artic
IT of the Nevada Constitution provided specific and detailed
plans ranging through eight separate sections on education.

Morrill Hall, or the State University as it was at the time of
its establishment, came into being when Nevada was little more
than a collection of rough mining camps and railroad towns.

For the next decade Morrill Hall symbolized the determination
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of the people of those hard times to provide for themselves

and their children educational opportunities which they, for
the most part, had never enjoyed.
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An Tllustrated History of the University of Nevada
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