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DESCRIBE THE PRESEN?:\ND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rockland Public Library of Rockland, Maine designed 'E:y the Boston firm, Clough
and Wardner, was built in 1903. In style the building is trasitional Romanesque Revival
-Beaux Arts Classicism.

Built of granite, the building is of one story with a full basement, covered by a
cross-gabled slate roof. Two granite chimneys are present, one at each end of the
building.

The facade, which faces east, is dominated by a sllghtly of f-center gabled projec-
tion. This projection contains the recessed .entrance to the "building. The entrance, . .
consists of a douhle doorway, each. door qqntainlng a clear .glass window; flaglung ‘the
doorway are s:Ldellght;s. - The entrance .recess 1isg supponted by a pair. of Deric .calymns.
Flanking the recess are tall, narrow windews, each.a fixed light over 1/1,..The. lintel
above the entrance carries the words "PUBLIC LIBRARY" in raised letters. Above this
inscription, in the gable of the projection, is an arched window with keystone.
Decorating each corner and the peak of the projection is an acroterion. To the right
of the facade projection are three windows, the central one being fixed lights above
6/1, flanked by windows with 2 fixed lights over 4/1. To the left of the projection
are 5 evenly-spaced windows, 3/3 in ‘form.

The north end of the library is 2 bays wide, each bay containing a window with
3 fixed lights above 6/1, with a small arched window above and a basement window of
casement design below.

The south end of the library is apsoidal with seven faces, each face containing
a 6/6 window. Between each window is a Doric pilaster.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Until one or two decades after the Civil War, almost all libraries founded in
Maine were private and available only to a limited segment of the population. How-
ever, the ensuing péfiod’of'induStrial'@evelbpmént‘and_thg accompanying philanthro-
pic distribution of part 6f'the huge fortunés thus amassed mé&g possible the private-
ly endowed publfc library. Coupled'with this was the development of the notion that
access to knowledge and cultural benefits should Be available to all who wished to
partake.

During the fifty year period from 1880 to 1930, the public library in Maine
experienced its greatest development both as an educational resource and as a dist-
inctive building type. As a result of this activity, there appeared across the Maine
landscape architect-designed special function buildings usually in the centers of
communities. Very frequently, particularly in smaller towns, these structures were
the most impressive in the area, were often regionally unique in architectural style
and ranged through all the contemporary fashions in design.

Among libraries built in this period approximately twenty were founded largely
as a result of grants from Andrew Carnegie, the great steel magnate, particularly
noted for this type of philanthropy. The Rockland Public library is one example of
Carnegie's beneficlence and represents an architectural style extremely rare in
Maine.

This busy library has served the reading and research needs of this small city
since 1903 when, after some years of debate and correspondence among involved parties,
a gift of $20,000.00 by Andrew Carnegie specified for the purpose, was utilized.

Land on Union Street was purchased in 1902 and construction began almost at once
after plans by Clough and Wardner of Boston were selected from eight submissions in
public competition. The unusual design, reflecting both Romanesque Revival and
Beaux Arts Classicism, is unique in the city and the siting of the building at the
rear of the lot with a broad expanse lawn in front both serve to set this building
apart as a landmark for citizens of Rockland and the surrounding area.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The property is bounded: on the:Nerth by Beech Street,

on the East by Unien Streét, on: the South. by-land of John and H. L. Lovejoy, and
the Episcopal Church lot, and en tha West: By White. Street. The extensive front
lawn_is included as an impertant
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EBJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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NATIONAL __ STATE __ LOCAL ¥

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reglster and certlfy that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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