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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hopkinson House was built in 1750 by John Imlay, a merchant. 
The structure is an L-shaped two-and-one-half-story brick structure with 
a gambrel and dormered roof. The main house, which faces west, is about 
41 feet or five-bays wide and 30 feet deep. A two-story brick wing, 
30 by 16 feet, extends to the rear from the northeast corner of the main 
house. A two-story frame wing, 15 by 22 feet and containing kitchen and 
servant's bedroom, is attached to the east or rear end of the brick arm.

The center door in the main house is sheltered by a segmental hood, 
and the door is topped by a rectangular transom and flanked by sidelights, 
The door opens into a center hall that extends through the house from 
front to rear. The hall is divided into two sections by means of wide 
folding doors that are topped by an arched fanlight. The front portion 
serves as an entrance hall, and the rear section as the stair hall, with 
the stairs set against the right or south wall. To the left of the hall 
is a large (24 by 15 foot) living room and to the right there is a 
library, 22 by 15 feet in size. The walls are plastered and the floors 
have 11-inch wide boards; the mantels appear to date at least from the 
early 19th century. These two rooms and hall are now utilized by the 
Bordentown Chamber of Commerce as an office and museum and are open to 
visitors. A narrow hall extends from the central stair hall south across 
the rear or east side of the main house. The first floor of the rear 
brick wing contains the dining room and the second floor two bedrooms. 
This wing now forms an apartment unit. The second and third floors of 
the main house each have four bedrooms. These make up a second apartment 
unit. Neither apartment is open to visitors.

The exterior of the house, except for a metal roof, appears to be 
little-altered. The interior, however, appears to have undergone con­ 
siderable alteration in details such as replacing woodwork and trim. 
The basic floor plan of the house, however, has not been greatly changed. 
The structure is in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From 1774 to 1791 Francis Hopkinson, a Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence for New Jersey, lawyer, judge, politican, and amateur poet, 
political satirist, author, composer, artist, and inventor, made his home 
in Bordentown, New Jersey. His somewhat-altered brick house, erected in 
1750, is in excellent condition.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Francis Hopkinson, 1737-1791

Francis Hopkinson was born October 2, 1737, in Philadelphia, the son 
of a prominent lawyer. He graduated from the College of Philadelphia in 
1757, studied law under Benjamin Chew, and in 1761 was admitted to the 
supreme court of Pennsylvania. He held a number of minor posts as 
collector of customs in New Jersey and Delaware and also tried his hand 
as a dry goods merchant. In 1768 he married Ann Borden of Bordentown, 
New Jersey; in 1774 they took up residence in his father-in-law's house 
(the Hopkinson House) in that town, and he returned to law. In 1774 he 
was appointed a member of the governor's council and in 1776 was elected 
to the Continental Congress. He voted for and signed the Declaration of 
Independence for New Jersey. From November 1776 to August 1778 Hopkinson 
was chairman of the Continental Navy Board; from July 1778 to July 1781 he 
held the office of treasurer of loans; and in July 1779 he became Judge 
of Admiralty for Pennsylvania, serving in this position until 1789. In 
this latter year Washington appointed him Judge of the United States Court 
of the eastern district a position that he held until his sudden death 
from apoplexy on May 9, 1791. He was buried in the Christ Church Burial 
Grounds, 5th and Arch Streets, Philadelphia.

In addition to his public career, Hopkinson also displayed musical, 
literary, and artistic talents. He took up the study of music in 1754, 
wrote original pieces and songs in 1757-59, and published some of his works 
in the period 1763-65. In December 1781 Hopkinson composed and conducted 
the cantata, Temple of Minera, to celebrate the alliance between France 
and the United States.

Beginning in 1757 and continuing through the 60's,Hopkinson wrote and 
published numerous poems. In 1774 he became active as a political satirist 
and pamphleteer, producing many essays supporting the Revolutionary cause.
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8. Significance (1): (Francis Hopkinson House)

Some of his most effective writing was in verse, "The Battle of the Kegs" 
(1778) is probably the best known of all his works in this style. When the 
British were in possession of Philadelphia they plundered Hopkinson 1 s home 
in nearby Bordentown.

Hopkinson also possessed artistic ability, and at various times designed 
or assisted in designing, the seals of the American Philosophical Society,
the State of New Jersey, and the College of Philadelphia, predecessor of the 
University of Pennsylvania. For the new Continetal government he designed 
seals for the Admiralty, the Treasury, and the Great Seal of the United 
States, beside a variety of work on the Continental currency. In addition 
to this, in 1777, he prepared a design for the flag of the United States.

On his death in 1791, the Hopkinson house passed to his son Joseph, 
composer of "Hail Columbia" (1798) and the "President's March." The house 
remained in the Hopkinson family until 1915, when it was acquired by Judge 
Harold B. Wells. The structure is still owned by the Wells family today.
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