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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
STRUCTURE

The structure hoino submitted for consideration

o the National Rogisgher for Hictoric Places was constructed

$de

n 1217 as a dormitory for the Ferqgus County Tmprovoment
rporation and opecrated until about 1924 as a high school
dormitory nntil aoconomisc conditionz Forcnd f+s olosing.  Since
1925 i+ has operated as a botel Tor both branziont and
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as some very unique
and pleasing features. T+t is basically a three story bullding
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Originally the
firsct floor containad the kitchen, dining room, ironing and
laundry room, and hoiler room for the dormitory. The structure
was built in two bhalvez. Tach being nearly a mirror reflection
of the other. The sonthomhalf was ersacted in 1917 and thno

Nor+thern half nrobably in 1012 - 1010, Tho original

I

architectnral drawingz of +ho Southern half are in the

on of prasent ownors and arc dated September, 1°16.
Wasmansdorff and Eastman of Lewistown werc the Architects
and Fngineers Tor the plannirg and construction.

The hasic structure measures approximately

ant v 90" oukside with a 20' = 30' light ~ourt in the center.

The roof is pitched +o the exterior of the building and to

P
the 1light court. The court made it possibla for cach
ormitory reom to have a window for 1ic

()
T™he 3
0

W]

ht and ventilation.
1.{3

nd and third floorsz contained +

D]

Tobby, a parlor,
ormitory rooms and community hathrooms. The Provost's office
and lobby were on the second floor with the parlecr being on
the third floor. Fach of the dormitory rooms, measuring

about 10' x 1A', was =quipped with a sink and closet. Many

of the rooms and bathrooms still contain the original fixtures.
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STRUCTTIRE (cont)

The exterior walls and one dividing wall arc
of sclid brick. The brick is very deep red and was manufactured
lozally from native clay. Tt is probahly some of the finest
masonary »atocial in the Northwest and iz still made in Lowictown.
A cdoubla course of brick laid on edge with the bhutt exposzd, band
the structure between theo first and second, and hetweon the
cooond and third flocors. Between windows on the third floor

arc pancls of rough painted plaster framod in brick. Above each

‘
|
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cond floor window and evterior doors *the hrick has

t

3

o
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| beon acain laid on edgae, hutt face out, to form aentle arches.
The front entry extending from the building

s also of brick appropriately 1aid with artistic features.

The twin set of steps to the front eontrances are brick, rising

onz-half storv to tho second floor main lobhy entrances. Above

the entryway on the third floor is a small balcony. The ledge of

which iz trimmed with native sandstone. Two wooden flower bhoywes

)
ot

rect on the candstone ledge and, as judged from the architects
drawings, arc original. Access to the balcony is through two
double docors. Ore antars from the parleor, the othar from a
dormi tory room,

The aves of the building

0

ire very wide being

finished underneath with tonqgue and aroved Tumber. The cve ig

-

g}
blarded into the btnilding through wide cove and moldings. The
n

original roof wzz cedar shiy
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gles which still exigts on the licht
o
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court side. The >f was covered with asphalt shingles
twenty to twonty-~Ffive vearsz ago.
A1l windows and doors in the huilding are

the oriaginals., Tho first and second ztory windows are arched
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at the top. All main windows open both top and bottom and aro

counter weichted by window weights.
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early in their original condition with
that floors have been carpeted. All hallway woodwork
and varnished. Docrs to the roons are

riginal house keyed locks common to the period.
4

transom. The entire contry ic framed in
a

i1 runs the full length of hoth sides of the
hallwaysce. The hallways run around three sides of the structures

entorlor, ctarting and returning to the lobby on Lhe secend floor
K

and to the pa
or has hTcen scemewhat modificd from
the original plar. Tt now contains the owners apartment, hotel

4
launcry, various cheop areas for maintenance, and the old dinning
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architectural feocature
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the Lallding plan are nct recognlizable.

twe rooms heve been combined to make onc. However, many of the

’ W —i
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oriyginual dosmitery rooms still cxist (about 27).  The sinks in

those reoows are vory unigque some being cornnr mounted and sone
boing cncloze? (ounted) on three sides
Five of tho original public bathrooms still

st zan be judgaed some zontain original stools and
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Much of the woodwork in the roomz hacs heen painted
cvar bl can he strinped back to ite original finish 2s has heen done
in on» room hv the nresent ownor. Moct rooms have carpeting over the
ariciral hardwond floor. Adain the floors can be rafinished to give
a rich natural look az they are in good condition.

Tho sccond and third floors are joined by
+1:0 skairwavs both leading from the lohby to the third fleoor
~zrlo-, Thozo =tairs are now carpeted. Hand ralls are still
ir place. Doors to stairways leading from the second floor to
the first have beon roplaced by fire doors. These ar
wn doors not oriainally part of the building.

Teading from the third floor to the sccond floor
ias a very unique fire escape. The bottom of this escape is
rrved and lined with shect metal forming a slide. At the hottom
nf +he 21ida o a crash door with the bar mounted so that fret will
utside

tho rcar of the huilding. Thiz escape is shown on the bullding

hi+ it first. Through the door one oxits to a cement slab

o}

.

nlans ard i5 cntifely coriginal.

The heating plant for the building was
oricinally a cnal fired hoiler of which part is still
hoiler room. Ahout fifteen yvears age this boi
hy & modorr gag fired onc. Steam from t r
steam radiators throughout the building. The radia
original. There are threec bhrick chimneys in
huilding., Vet there ic only one hoiler room. One chimney served
the “itchon when only half the building was completed and
occupried. The second was where the boiler room also was located.
The +hird is for the boiler when the sccond half was completed

and onarves the prasent hoiler.
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Structiire

Overall the huilding i1z much as 1t was
constructed back in 1917. Some medification has been made to
acconodatae modern plumbing and some reodecoration has been
done to malie the interior more attractive. However, the oxterior
is in ‘4z oricgiral shape. Condition wise the overall struacture
is ontremely sound and in fair to cxcellent condition on the
interinr, With a l1ittle effort and cxpense it could be a first
re., However, without needod attention It could

as so many older hotels have in the past

The building has bheen and still 1s A
landrar in the State and manv people s5till remember it as
a dorrmitorv. However these people constitute a passing
Jeneratior and 1t would bz a shame to forget the role thic
structure has played in the local and state historv.
L 15 believed that the bhuilding warrents inclucion

in tho MNational Register of Historic Places.
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Eaciman of Lpu1q+nwn

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  criterion A

novirg

The Forgus County Improvement Corporation Dormitory was built
during 2 period of great prosperity and cgrowth in Central Montana.

In 1899 the Montana State Legiclature recognize

stanc2o that ceparated its people znd passed
cotabliching free county schooling for all of high schoel age
students.  The cost of this was to he supported through county

tzwation and administered through county government. The

Honzctead Acts of 01 and 1912 provided for 320 acres of land
with & thves year waiting period rather than the previans 160

acres and {ive vears. By 1908 the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific Railroad bhad pushed its way into the center of the
State and construction ¢f a mainlinec of the Creat Northern
Railway was started cast of Lowistown.

Sverything was right for strong cé@nomic growth. New land
was availahle and fortunes could be made in a

Traagsportation for goods was available hotween W

mariicts and poople began to arrive by the thousands. Tt 13
estlimated that beltwoen 70,702 and 29,000 new homectoaderszs cams
to Central and Fastern Mont hotween 1005 and 1919, Under the
189¢C Montana County Schoels Ach already heogun on

hs o~ e e 3 e - - -
the ostablishing and improving thoe $

5 Ry Y .y \ - . - [ 5 Ny T . - B4
within Central Meontana. However, the influx of now people into

the

- MR T I . Rag 7 e e - 3
a raosponsibility of Pergus County
I i~y 3 L - - - . - s LI I - Tr.
Covern the seal, to provide a High
SR P | - RN A SR, PP Nt I ST DO
Scheol Becauce of the vast disgtances, ;

and surrounding smalloer bovns on @



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Tosmrg e Oatintsy, Mews Arvmes o 1012 0 10905

Parone County Covrthencs Donda of Rocard

' « < : AL

AG-ERGE [T VERIFIED UTH KOT VERFIED

EJGEOGRAPHICALDATA NE} NE} SW} SECTION 15 T.15N. R.18E.

NJ2E Qorocs
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY C e e Gl

QUADRANGLE NAME T ewistown
UTM REFERENCES

al12] ldiiol 37,0 |5.2l wla s0) 1 P I U P RN ) NP P R

o (L NAN
QUADRANGLE scaLE 12 02500

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cl oLy L bbb e b oY I I I T T T P
Pl byl T T T

G'J'['Illlll:'llll' Hljl‘llljjlllllllll

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR!PTION

Fractional block 7, Morris Addltlon/and Lots 11,12 Block 1 ,Stafford's
Addition #3 to the Clty of Lewistown, Fergus County, Montana

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE nonn CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Humphrey ,, owner S )
ORGANIZATION DATE
- , . . July 30,1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
216 7th Ave. So. 406~-538-5411
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Lewistown Montana 59457

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ____ LOCAL _4.__/_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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i ~
TITLE /S o ;
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daily vasic woo impossible.  Tn 1915 Frank I.. Cummings, the new
poinzipal of Pergus County High Schoo zed to the local

~

Chamh2r of Commerce that funds be ap 2d for bullding 2

hish occhonl dormitoryv. Mo and Mr., Plodiett oFf tha Chambor wore

P
anthorizoed teo oo ahead with the onroposal, bocausc all recognized

the noed for such a facllity. The Feorgus County Improvemont

it
[
[N
ot
“
~

Corporation unz formed and architectnral plans for the new faci
n

wors chaorted in lake 1014 Tor

o

AN

Py

struction of the Normitory bag
csho~tlv tharsafteor, (1017

The Tand on which the Dormitory ctands was decded to
Willian R, Veods from CGacrgs M. Stafford on February 6, 1900,
(Roo™ 12, pag=s 272 and 521, Decds of Record) and is rocordad as
Tots 11 and 12 of Stafford Addition Numbher 2, Tewistown, Forgus
County, Montana. Woods In turn zcold the lots to the Fargus County
Tmpravomont Corroration on March 24, 1917, (Book £7, page &1
Deods of Pecord Forgus County). Because earlier attempts by
County Mansgeman®t had failed in raising moncy for construction
of a cormitory through bonding it was decided to proceed using

a private cornoration - the Fergus County Improvement Corporation.

L

Tha Ter-oug Tounty Improvement Corporation was establishod

-

on ntembher @, 1216 its prirme function to raize capital and biild

{_

Philips, J. F. "loodard, Fred Warren, and N. M. Walker (Article

D

he wmuch reedod dormitory. Officars were B. 5. Stack, Samuel

of nﬂﬂ”lﬁm“ﬂoﬂ Noo 66, Records of Incorporation, Fz2rgus County,
Towistorn). Th~o corporation was impowered to issue 200 shares
of stocl at 1127 rer share. At the time of incorporation 118
cshares had alroady been subscribed for.

~s mentionad ander the structure section the facility was

huilt > B The South half Ffirst and then sometime

T
3
8]
"
v
.
n
»

later the North half. This building served many students.
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The =~tudents naid a fee (aroun? $12) for hoard and room. Those

j2E
whna could not afford this elaborate arount worked off their keep

in tho dining roon, to iobs

-

3

ding the bhoiler and doing other
asound the facillty. Rumor has it that the first half of the
huilding waz used first as a boys dormitory. For certailn

Aaftar the second half was built it was usad as a girls only

ih th2 boys being housed elsewhere in town.

© 1922 the 70,200 to 80,000 homesteaders and land seekers
had dwindled +o akhout 20,000, The Unitzd States had gone
throuth +he "War to Bnd A1l Wars" and many who had tried to
‘heir living in *hiz hard land did not reoturn to Central
and Bas*arn Mentana. Tven 2320 acres wasn't onough. Dy 1925
Central Mortana agriculture had failed hecause of drought and
nracghopper infestation. Many banks in the area failed and

hard esarnaed funds and tax monies were lost as a result. The
Feraqus County igh School also lost their funds in these bank
failires. On August 21, 1225, it was reportad by the school
administration that Teraous High was hroke and the dormitory

2

would have to he closed,.

14 £0 Mrs. Emma Marsh on

March 20, 1022, M-, Fred R, Warren and Mr. Prooke Hartman,
Prezident and Sooretary, ropresented the Fergus County Development

Corporation st the final transaction. For all practical
nurpeses this ended the formal oper

Schoecl NDorrmitory.

tho dormitory to a Motel and named it the Calvert. Over the

forty-cne (202221062) that Mrs. Marsch owned and o

tho llotel many irnrovenents were made. Private bathrooms were
added +o about half (26) of the Adormitory roomns.
e

" : 3 s .
cacos Yuo wooms wore comnbineld to mako or
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oo wore refurnished, painted and redecoratced.
(Y - . ) Ty 3 Y 2 - . —~ . < o

'he facl Lthe bulilding was now a hotel and not a
PR N e e | oy A .4 ] 1 ~ [ 1 o~ Loy

2tlll melintoined much of the dormitory atmosphor
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M~ M Ternved Hadba? hhaa marsrad Central Montkananta a1l

NGRS vhvetie voar history., Many Yocal moople stild
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rgm~mheors shon ohe oaz o a voung lady, or ho o oa young oontlo

2 H

~eremdan A n oA T adv she Tisxred dr Thae Dormt +arer, Manyr o ~uamat

or ool vozidornt hags commeonted, T oworked thare as waltresc,

~omptad ) Soarttobr, night clork or athonded tha heoilar ot rnicht

unda~ Mrs. Marsh.,  Salesmar from all arecas of thoe countroy hawra

z2id, Tl hacn chavirva there for ten, hwontv or thirty vears.

H
© new narmonent residents had theoir Ffirst introduction to
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Towintown vhile staving at the Calvert waiting to Find a
narmancnt home,  Arna cluh membhers such as Kiwanis, Optimists,
~tr, remepher moetings 2t the Calvert as it sarved as the hub
~f cocial actlivity, and many remember fine neals sorved in
tha dininT room.

Ororall the Celvert has been a2 very hizteric and
remorahla landmerk in the State and County. Tt hazs plaved
7 very importent role through procperity, war and depression

cnd iz worthy of consideration for inclusion in tho Nationnl

Rocinter of Historic Placaos.
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£, Jenuvalt’s voli
11. Church of Chris:
12. Zion Lutheran
13. Assembly of Goc
14. St. James Episcc
15. Seventh Day Ad:
16. First Christian
17. Church of God
22. St.Leo's Roman
25. St. Paul Luthera
26. First Baptist
27. First Methodist
31. First Presbyteri:
40. Christian Scienc
44. Emmanuel Bapt
46. Central Baptist
51. Christian Missic
52. Church of Nazar
54. Mormon (CJCL!

1. County Fairgro.

9. Chamber of Cor
10. Tourist Informa:
18. Masonic Buildin
19. U.S. Post Office
23. Eagles Club
24. Eagles Manor
28. American Legio’
29. Moose Lodge
30. VF.W.
32. Civic Center
33. City Hall
36. Lewistown Art (
Fergus County(
38. Carnegie Librar
45. Central Montanr
47. Lewistown Race
49. U.S. Fish & Wild
50. Valle Vista Nur:
55. State Home for .
59. Elk's Club

B Schools

3. Highland Park ¢

7. Garfield Schoo!
20. St. Leo's High S
21. St. Leo's Grade
35. Lewistown Jun:
39. Lincoln School
41. Fergus High Sc!
53. Lewis & Clark €
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