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The South Ward Grade School complex consists of three main buildings. 
The most important of these is the 1906 structure which replaced an 188U school 
which was located on approximately the same plot. A second structure, 
built in 1912, although compatible, is architecturally undistinguished 
and marred by its proximity to a school cafeteria constructed in 1959-

The single-pile, central hall plan 1906 structure is of concrete block 
construction. The exterior fabric is rusticated concrete blocks with a 
smooth surface. Courses of rough-faced, rusticated blocks delineate sill 
and lintel lines as well as the basement story (below the water table). 
Quoins having the same surface treatment provide a similar contrast.

The T-bay east (entrance) facade has a projecting three bay pavillion 
with a flat roofed porch supported by two wrought iron posts. The central 
entrance consists of double two-panel doors. One-over-one double hung sash 
flank the doorway which also has a transom light. The only major exterior 
alterations are the entrance steps and porch which have been replaced and 
widened and have new iron railings installed.

The fenestration of the 1906 structure is symmetrically spaced one- 
over-one double hung sash with glazed transom sashes. Crowning the building 
is a low hipped roof with cross gables and flared eaves. Two internal 
brick chimneys are located on the ridge.

The single-pile, center hall plan, considered the most advanced 
concept in school design at the time, has a single run stairway which leads 
to the second floor classrooms. Though the building's original high 
ceilings have been somewhat reduced by the addition of suspended accoustical 
tile, these modern alterations have not marred the structure's original 
character.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Ward School is historically significant because it is the site of the 
first public elementary school and high school in Pinellas County. Mere age, 
however, is not the only significance of the site as the South Ward School has 
contributed to the education and social heritage of the Clearwater community. 
It is also the oldest school building in Pinellas County.

The area of the South Ward School has educational connections which predate the 
Civil War. The Taylor School, located on the homestead of John S. Taylor, an early 
settler from Brooksville, in 1855» was the first^ school on the Pinellas County 
Peninsula. Part of the Taylor homestead included the site of the present South 
Ward School. In 1873, the first organized public school in Pinellas County was 
established. Classes met in a log structure originally built for the Midway 
Baptist Church which was organized in 1866.3

Educational facilities returned to the former Taylor homestead site when the 
South Ward Primary School, a four room wooden structure, was built in 188U. 
William Campbell donated the land for the school site.^ The building was enlarged 
in 1888 and in 1902 there were ninety pupils. The primary school became graded in 
1903 and ttite need for expansion was again realized. In 1906 the oldest of the 
existing South Ward School buildings was constructed. This building, facing Fort 
Harrison Avenue, was the first public school built with public funds in Pinellas 
County. Growth continued and a high school was built behind the original building 
in 1912. The principal of South Ward, Dixie M. Hollins, became the first county 
school superintendent when Pinellas County split from Hillsborough County in 1912.5 
By 191T S the high school was an accredited institution with courses in manual 
training and domestic science.°

Between 1951 and 1969 two more buildings were added to the school complex. 
The South Ward School has been in continuous use as an educational institution 
since 1906.

Historically the South Ward School has played an important role in stabilizing 
the older west side downtown residential area of Clearwater. While constant 
modernization has changed the character of much of downtown Clearwater, the Ward 
School has become an important cultural symbol to many local residents.

(See continuation sheet for footnotes)
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