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The Crutcher House is located on the southeast fringe of the small rural community

of Eminence (1970 pop. 2,225) in northcentral Kentucky. Within the past fifteen years,
a subdivision has been built between the house and Kentucky Highway 55 (the main north-
south thoroughfare through Eminence), dramat1ca11y altering the surrounding landscape.
However, the house retains a lot of sufficient size to interpret its former agricultural/
rural sett1ng The L & N railroad tracks run just to the north of the house.

The dwelling is a two-story five-bay frame I-house with a two-story ell projecting from -
the middle of the rear of the main block. A one-story addition, constructed about
1968,is attached to the north end of the rear wall. The exterior of the building is
attractive in its restrained detailing, which includes Italianate brackets under the
eaves, cornice heads over the windows and pilasters at the four corners of the building.
Pilasters accent the center bay containing the entrance and second floor window and
also aid in breaking the large rectangular mass of the building. A one-story portico
with delicate Victorian trim and chamfered posts shelters the entrance. (There is

some indication from markings on the pilasters that at one time there may have been

a one-story porch extending the full length of the facade.) The entrance is further
embellished with three-pane sidelights; the window above, two-pane sidelights.

The south side of the ell contains a one-story porch running the length of the ell.
A balcony on the second level displaying trim similar to that on the front porch
shelters the second floor entrance.

The interior of the main block features a small central hall with a parlor to each side.
Much of the original wood trim remains, including a spiral staircase with simple
brackets, doorframes, a mantel in the north room of the main block and all upstairs
mantels. e .

Located to the rear of the main house are two frame outbuildings--a shed and buggy house
of possibly early 20th-century construction.

The nominated area encompasses the house, two outbuildings, asd sﬁ£féuﬁd1ng land under

present ownership which gives some physical- 1nterpretation te the original rural/agricul-
tural setting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on what was formerly a large farm just outside Eminence in northcentral,
~ Kentucky, is the town's most significant remaining example of late 19th-century
residential architecture. ‘

T okkkhkkSokkkkRRxkEx O
Eminence, founded in 1854, was described in 1887 as being "the largest town in the
county..., situated on the Frankfort division of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, 2
forty miles east of Louisville.! It is an enterprising, pushing town of 1,043 inhabitants.”
It was during the fourth quarter of the 19th-century that the town experienced its greatest
growth and it is from this era that the majority of the existing historic buildings, both
commercial and domestic, date. The downtown commercial district (listed on the National
Register February 14, 1979) retains much of its original late 19th-century flavor. The
structures are modest in scale and detailing as is characteristic of the older houses
of this period. The residences are largely frame with a minimum of trim.

Built ca. 1870 and incorporating a simpile I-house form, the Critcher Housé is noteworthy
in the attention to detail displayed in the exterior trim. These features include
Italianate brackets, pilasters, and delicate trim in the front and side porticos.

It is not known when precisely the house was erected; however its styling indicates a

ca. 1870 construction date. The property was owned for a time in the 1870s by Jennie and

James Leslie Crutcher, who are the probable builders of the house. The property was

sold in 1879 to William Crutcher and subsequently purchased in 1888 by John A. Wise from ..
- Virginia and S. W. Crutcher (who is shown on the 1882 map as the owner). The house has

since changed ownership several times until it was bought in 1974 by David and Mary Lou

Mason. :

]The L & N railroad 1ine through Eminence was Taid in 1847.
2Perrin, p. 599.

3The property was purchased in 1904 by Lewis E. Straughn from W. S. Brown and
R. B. Arnold, heirs. . ‘
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