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1. Name of Property
historic name East Main Street - Cherry Street Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 215-270 Main Street,2-16 Linden Street, 3-24 Ash Street. 26-73 N\A not for publication
Cherry Street. 6-19 May Street, 35-73 Main Street and 8 Parl< Street

city or town Spencer N/A vicinity t

state Massachusetts code MA county  Worcester code 027 zip code 01562

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986. as amended, | hereby certify that this j*"nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally ¢ statewide jij*locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

anature of certifying official/Title Judit|TyB. McDonough, Executive Director ate
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

tate or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Ngfpnal Pari< Service Certification

- heraroy certify that this property is: Signature of/hi Keeper Date of Action
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* See continuation sheet.

« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
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« other (explain):



East Main Street-Cherry Street Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X_ private _ building(s)

_ public-local X_ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling
Education/School

Transportation/Road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic/Federal

Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival

Other/Mid 19th Centup// Italianate Bracketed
Late Victorian: Victorian Gothic. Italianate.

Second Empire, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
111 22 buildino
sites
5 structures
obiects
116 22 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single Dwelling
Domestic/Multiple Dwelling
Transportation/Road-related

Commerce/Business

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation = Domestic-Stone/G ranite/Brick

walls Wood/Weatherboard: Wood/shingle
Metal/Aluminum: Synthetics/vinyl

roof Asphalt; Stone/slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

see Continuation Sheet #1
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7. DESCRIPTION
Higtoric District Boundarv Expansion

This nomination expands the existing Spencer Town Center National Regigter Historic District by
establishing an adjacent Eagt Main Stret-Charry Strest Historic District. The Eagt Main Street-

Cherry Strest Historic District is contiguous to the esstem end of the existing district and extends
eedward and southward of it (3.2 map). The decison to expand the existing district is the result of a
recently completed survey and study which showed this resdential section of Spencer's town center v
to be highly significant to the town, both historically and architecturaly.

Character of the Expansion Area

The Eag Main-Cherry Street Historic District contains 133 buildings not dreedy, included in the
existing National Regiger Didtrict. 111 can be conddered to contribute to the historic character of the
aea 22 ae non-contributing. The area is composed dmog entirdly of resdential buildings and their
related outbuildings. The only exception is a smal mid-19th century former schoolhouse. Most
buildings range in date from about 1800 to about 1900, with the largest number having been built after
1870. A few mid-20th century dwellingson Linden, Ash, and Cherry dredts ae the exceptions.
Historic architectural styles seen inthe area incdlude Federd, Gresk Revival, Mansard, Italianate,
Victorian Gothic, Quean Arme, and avariety of vemacular stylistic combinations. Dwellings range
from small one-and-a-hdf-gory cottagesto large, imposing, two-and-a-haf-gory houses. A large
number are accompanied by small bams or cariage houses. A high proportion of buildings in the
aea ae of the gable-front type, reflecting the largely mid-to-late-19th-century date of its development.
Severd examples of early 19th-century and mid-to-late-19th-century, two-and-a-haf-story, five-bay,
center-entry houses are dso found here. The only brick buildingsincluded inthe area are two
raid-20th-century ranch-style houseson Linden Street. Only a portion of each of them isfaced in
brick. One isbrick and ceament block. The other isbrick and wood. All the other buildingsin the
expanson areaae of wood condruction. With only a few exceptions, buildingsrest on granite dab
foundations. Other foundations are of brick. Colonia Revival syle porches, often of the wraparound
type, were added to many housssin the areaaround the tum of the 20th century. Most housesin the
areacontinue in resdential use today. A few, mostly along Main Street, have been converted to
commercid use, but still retain their resdentid gopearance Depite some changesthat have occurred
over time, this neighborhood still retains its 19t century scale and much of itsorigina character. Asa
whole, the area possessss integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
association.

(continued)
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, Geographic Setting of the Expansion Area
Main Street

The area included in the extenson of the National Regiger District condsts of approximatey 45 acres.
It isboth hilly and flat. Atthe eedt end of the areg, Main Sfreet is level from Spring Strest westward
to Watson Street.  Beginning around Watson Street, the terrain dopes gradudly upward as it continues
wesward to Lake Street. There it begins a desoant that continues as far wes as May Street, where it
levds out again.

Cross Streets South of Main Street

Immediately to the south of Main Stregt the land falls off, s0 that Linden, Ash, and May dreets dope
downward as they lead southward to Cherry Street.

Cherry Street

Begirming a Linden Street, Cherry Strest dopes gradudly upward to the eedt until it reeches ahigh
point neer the Tyler-Proutv House (MAP #32) a 51 Cherry Strest.  From that point, it dopes
downward in an esstward direction- until it levels out again neer May Sfreet. From that point, the
dreet continues to be level all the way to the eedem end of the higtoric disfrict extenson areaa 72
and 73 Cherry Street (MAPS #53 and 54).

Age and Size Distribution of Buildings in the Expansion Area *

Representing a widerange of styles gpaming the entire 19th century, houssson Main Street ae
evidence of the severd dagesof devdopment that occurred dong this main thoroughfare. Houses
dong Cherry and May dreets, mostly built duringthe 1870's, are more homogeneous in ege than
those on some other dregtsinthe area These two dregts were built up quickly, possibly es red edate
development projects, while greats such as Main and Ash were devdoped more gradually over time.
The magjority of the dructures on Linden Sfreet date from 1877 through the 1880's, however, severd
smal mid-20th century dwellings a0 exist on thisSredt.

Houses on Main and Cherry dredts are generdly grander, indze or intreatment, than those on the

aoss Sregts. Houses on the cross Sreats are more likely to be amdler in 9ze and/or vemacular in

expresson. Fewer of them are accompanied by bamsor carriage houses The major exceptions to
this mle are the large Victorian Gothic styleWilliam H. Prouty House (MAP #24; MHC #K-92),
1882, on Ash Stret and the stylish Quean Anne syle R. B. Stone House (MAP #6; MHC #K-84),
884-1898, on Linden Strest.

(continued)
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Trees

Tress lining the dregts of the Ead Main Street-Chearry Stregt Historic Didtrict are animportant
contributor to the character of thisresidentid area The effect of trees on the neighborhood is
especidly notable on the eest end of Main Strest and on Ash Street.  Here thefrees, both large and
old, have grown to cregte a soaring arch that shdters the greet.  Trees line the more westem portion
of the expandon district dong Main Sfreet. They d<0 line other dregtsinthe area Y e, they are not
as closdly planted inthese other locations and, therefore, do not have as dramatic an effect as they do
on the eedem ad of Main Strest.

Qualities Distinguishing the Expansion Areafrom Surrounding Areas

The Esg Main Street-Cherry Strest Higtoric District weas built grictly as aresdentid areaand it
retains that character today. It isthisreddentid character that mogt Srongly distinguishes it from the
* contiguous existing Soencer Center National Regider Historic District.

Comparison with the Existing National Regigter District

Containing a wide variety of building types, the existing Soencar Town Center National Register
Historic District hes a more urban gppearance than the Eag Main Sfreat-Cherry Sfreet Historic Disfrict.
Within the existing higtoric district, churches,ingtitutional buildings, commercid buildings, industrial
buildings, and reddences are intergpersed with one ancther.  With a few exceptions, they sand closer
together and are st dose to the Sdewak. Inthe exigtingdigtrict, o, qui few buildingsare built
of brick as well as of wood. Severd are talllhan three dories in height ead buildingsinthe
exiging historicdigtrict ~ the Congregationd@Church, Prouty Junior Higllf School, the Town Hall,
and the former Eragtus Jones & Company ory, for exanple ~ e larger in scdethan are
buildings inthe Eag Main Strest- Cherry istrict. There are f trees in the existing historic
digtrict than there are inthe Eag Main Sfreet-Cherry Sfreet Area.

Degpite these differences, the Eag Main Sregt-Chary Sfreat Higoric Didrict is dosdy rdated to the
Spenca Town Center Historic Disfrict by the smilar age of its buildings, by the quality of materids
and workmanship usad, and by the styles of its architecture. Furthermore, the two aress are intimately
linked by historic events  The East Main Sfreet-Cherry Sfreet District grew up in direct regponseto

industry and commercia activities occurring within the territory of the existing town center historic
disfrict. '

(continued)
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Comparison with Areas Other Than the Existing Historic District

The Eagt Main Strest-Chearry Stret Historic District is distinct from other aress surrounding it due to a
variety of reesons  Aress contiguous to it north of Main Street are much lessdensdly settled. Where
more dense settlement exids there, much of it is of mid- to late-20th-century date. East of 259 and
270 Main Stret, the eeslem boundary of the area, 19th century buildings have been encroached upon
by mid- and late-20th century constmction. Eagt of the area dong Chary Street is mostly mid-to
late-20th century housing, distinctly different in age and gppearance. South of Cherry Street are arees
that include smilar 19th-century resdences. Yet, in genard, they ae not as well preserved as those
within the Eagt Main Sirest-Cherry Strest Area. There hes dso bean some constmiction there of
mid-to-late-20th- century houses. West of the areaon Cherry Strest are mid-19th- century housesthat
ae not as well preserved. "o

Description by Area

Main Street oo

At the gistem end of the historic district dong Main Sfreet, the area from Spring Street to just beyond
Lake Street is among the most memorable sections of Soencer. Lined with large trees and
well-cared-for buildings, some on larger lots, this section of Main Sfreet cregtes an ddmost idyllic
esglem entrance to the town. On both Sdes of the dredt, the areadose to Spring Street hes an
especidly sfrong mid-19th-century character. Buildings in this section are mostly Gresk Revival ad
Itaianate in style and are generdly moderate in Sze and uniform inscae Of particular note are:

the Henry R. Green House (MAP #82, MHC #K-37, Photo # 5), 1856, 1870, Itaianate, 259 Main
Strect

This two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, centa-entTy,geble-end, bracketed, Itdianate style house hes
paired interior chimneys, comer pilasters, a porch acrassthe width of the main facade, and areer ell.
Attached to its eedt 9de is a gable-front bam with an Itdianate style cupola on itsroof.

An important part of the character of this property are itsmral  setting and its fedlingof age. Sat
fairly close to the road, the house-bam complex is surrounded on its north and eest Sdesby an
expan=e of open land bordered by disant woods. Individua lots and fields, some occupies by horses,
ae divided from one another and from the road by sone or wood fences. A senseof age is lent to
the grounds by the distinctly mid-19th century character of the well-preserved house-bam complex and
by the large, mature trees dong the road and adong the westem perimeter of the property that adjoins
the District #3 School.

(continued)
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District # 3 School House (Map#81; MHC #K-7), 1856, Gresk Revival, Main and Park Streets

This two-and-a-half-story, pediment-front, three-bay, center-entry Greek Revival style school building
is st back from the road with open grounds a the front and ddesand large trees around the perimeter
of the lot. Important Gregk Revival fegtures include widefriezes,comer pilagters, facade pediment,
and pilaster/ architrave/comice doorframe. The smpledignity of thismid-19th century building and
the franquil quality of its undtered setting evoke a strong senseof an earlier time.

Other Greek Revivd buildingsin the area include two-and-a-hdf- gory, three-bay, sidehall-entry,
gable-front houses such es

the Lorenzo Watson House (Map #84: MHC #K-62. Photo # 4). 1834-1856. Gresk Revival,
266 Main Stregt

This house is a subgantid and well presarved example of the Gresk Revival style. Significant Greek
Revival features include wide friezes, af ri ezedpediment, narrow panded pilasters, comer-block
window frames, and a doorframe with comer blocks and an Asher Benjamin Greek key motif. The

Colonia Revival style one-gory front porch acrossthe width of the main facade was probably added
during the early years of the 20th century.

the Jeremiah Watson House (MAP #83; MHC #K-61, Photo # 4), 1834-1856, Greek Revival, 260
Main Strest

This house is a modest, but well-preserved example of the Gresk Revival style. In additionto its
rectangular main body, it hes a long two-and-a-half-story reer ell. Significant Greek Revival style
features includewidefriezes,gable retums, comer pilagters, and a pilaster/architrave/comice

doorframe. I I
A smdler Gresk Revival house found inthis areaiis: / ‘ .
[]

|
the Thomas Hersey House (MAP #74; MHC #K-59), 1834-1856, Gresk Revival, 254 Main Street

This house is awdl-preserved, one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, gable-front, sdehal-entry cottage
with rear ell and attached gable-front bam. Typical Gresk Revivd details ssn here include awide
frieze in the eaves and gable, gable retums, wide comer pilasters ad apilaster/architrave/comice
doorframe. A feature seen here, and often saen in one-and-a-hdf-gory houses of the period in New
England, is eyebrow windowsaong the gdesto light the long wallsof the half sory. The small
one-gory porch with tumed pods a the main entrance probably dates from about the tum of the
20th century.Other Gresk Revival houssstake the two-and-a-hdf-gory, double-pile, five-bay,

(continued)
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gable-end form. Examplesinclude:

the J. Green-Charies H. Green House (MAP #80; MHC #K-38), 1834-1856, Greek Revival, 253
Man Stregt

This two-story, five-bay, double-pile, center-entry house has atwo-gtory rear ell and atached bam.
Gresk Revival style omament applied to thistraditional houseform includes articulated friezes,
panded comer pilasters, geble retums and a pilaster/architrave/comice doorframe on the eest sSide.
Colonial Revival style dterations gopear to have been mede during the late 19th century, when the
house was converted from atwo-family to a single-family house. These dterations include broad
windows with comice window cgpos on the ground floor of the main facade, a degp one-gory front
porch a the main entrance, with smooth shafted shafted Doric columns and a tumed ba usfrade above,
and double-leafed doors a the main entrance.

the Boyce-AUen House (MAP #79; MHC #K-39), 1856-1870, Grek Revival, 249 Main Street  ; »
This two-story, five-bay, double-pile, center-entry house hes atwo-gtory rear ell and an atached
gable-front bam. Built later than the Green House next door, this house has larger windows. Greek
Revivd style features ssen here include wide friezes,friezedpediments in the gable ends, and comer
pilasters. Colonia Reviva dterations made during the early 20th century include a new doorframe for
the main entrance and a Sde porch onthe west end. A Fedard syle pedestrian entrance to the bam
ugoess its converson to resdential use during the early 20th century.

Dexpite their later gyles and more imposing charecter, the following buildingsare sympathetic in
overdl character and scdeto the earlier buildingsin the area

the Joseph C. Grout House (MAP #73; MHC #K-58), 1877-1884, Victorian Gothic, 252 Main Sfreet

This Victorian Gothic style house is one of the largest, most daborate, and most well-preserved houses
in this section of Main Sireet. It is atwo/and-a-haf-story, gable-front, three-bay, sidehall-entry house
built on a T-plan, with an atached gable-front bam a the rear. Distinctive omamental features ssen
here include fine jigsaw-cut bargeboards and gable gorons, omamenta rafter ends in the eaves,
comerboards with dhgped architraves, and aone-gtory front porch with bracketed eaves, chamfered
pogs and shaped brackets

(continued)
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the George Bemis 2nd House (MAP #75; MHC #K-60, Photo # 3), 1891, Quean Anne,
256 Main Strest (at Watson Siredt) : *:

This daborate Quean Anne style house is one of Spencer's mogt digtinctive buildings. 1t is notable for
its rich omamenta festures and its excdlent date of presarvation. Thistwo-and- a-haf-story,
gable-front, two-bay, sdehdl-entry house hes a pedimented, two-story, bay window & the center of
the long north dde and atwo-gtory shingled porch on the west end with tapered, square pogs. Queen
Anne style features include a frieze punctuated withfloweretsand awide cove moulding & the top of
the walls. Other Quean Anne features are gebles treated as pediments, with pentroofs forming the
bottom arm of the triangle. They ae trimmed with bargeboards, daborate openwork gable gprons,
and decorative trim a the comers. The grestest concentration of omament is found on the two-story
bay on the north sde. It incdludes Quean Anne half-timbering and carved brackets on the wallsand
waffle-like pandlling in the pediment. Windows are trimmed with wideframesand comice window
cgps The present Federd Revivd syle one-dory semi-circular front porch and Federd Revival style
front door frame seam to date from the early 20th century.

Asthe dreet continues toward the town center, mid-19th century dwellings are interspersad with larger
numbers of late 19th century houses In some cases amdl mid-19th century houses dand neex later,
larger, and much more daborate ones  Especidly on the south Sde of this section of the dreet, earlier
and later gmctures are related to one another through common scae and the repetition of the
gable-front form. Houses worthy of mention that are found in this area are

the F. Drury House (MAP #78; MHC #K-40), 1870-1877, Victorian Gothic, 245 Main Street

This one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house has a high-pitched gable roof
and a projecting wing on the west Sde.  Although distinctive omament gppears to have been removed
and/or covered over with the application of synthetic siding, the house retains its recognizable
Victorian Gothic silhouette and a notable one-gory wraparound porch of chamfered pogts and repested
low Gothic archesthat extends aorossthe width of the main facade and along part of the west side.

the David Bemis House (MAP #77; MHC #K-41), 1834-1856, Greek Revival, 243 Main Street
This well-preserved two-and-a-hdf story,five-bay,center-entry, double-pile, gable-end, Gresk

Reviva style house hes paired interior chimneys and atwo-story rear ell. Its Gregk Revival omament

includes pediments inthe gable ends, friezes, and comer pilagters. A late 19th century, one-gory
porch extends acrassthe width of the main facade

(continued)
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the John G. Avery House TMAP #76; MHC #K-42), 1883, Victorian Gothic, 241 Main Sfreet

Although this house has been dtered by the application of synthetic siding, it still makes an important
contribution to the historic disfrict through its 9ze and its imposing silhouette, detailing, and
high-pitched roof. A vemacular expresson of the Victorian Gothic style, it hes elements of both the
Victorian Gothic and Itdianate styles. : >

This two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, center-dormer, center-entry house bears the high-pitched hip
roof, metal roof cresting, and paired windowsthat ae characteridic of the Victorian Gothic. Yet its
symmetrica arangement and its two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, center-entry main facadewith center
geble are drawn from the popular Itdianate style.

the Muzzy House/Congregational Parsonage (MAP #72; MHC #K-57), 1834-1856, Gresk
Revivd/ltaianate, 248 Main Sreet

This two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, Gresk Reviva/ltaianate style house
hes arear ell and atached gable-front bam. The gable-front houseform and details such as the
friezes, comer pilagters, and gable retums are Gresk Revival. The broad overhanging eaves on the
front and the roundheeded window in the facade geble are characteridic of the Italianate style. A one-
story, wragparound porch, with thin tumed pogts and ddicate brackets, extends acrassthe width of the
main facade and around part of the eest Sde. It was probably added in the early 20th century.

the George S Davis House (MAP #71; MHC #K-56), 1877-1884, Victorian Gothic, 246 Main Street

This house is one of the mogt highly omamented and best preserved in the East Main Sfreet-Cherry
Street arean Victorian Gothic in style, it is a one-and-a-haf-sory, two-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front
cottage with a porch acrossthe width of the main facade and a gabled two-story bay window on the
wed dde. Characteridic of the style are the high-pitched roof and omamentd feetures such as the
jigsaw-cut gable goron with quafrefoil motifs, dhgped bargeboards, comice window cgpson  brackets,
and stick porch pogtstrimmed with jigsavv trefoil motifsinthe brackets

At the crest of the hill on the west comer of Lake Sfreet is one of the most outstanding residential
complexes in Spencer:

(continued)
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the Tilson J. Sanderson House (MAP #63; MHC #K-6, Photo # 2), 1868-1870, Greek Revival, 239
Main Street .

This grand, temple-front houseisthe largest and most daborate example of the Gresk Revival stylein
town. It istwo-and-a-haf ories in height and tekesthe three-bay, sdehall-entry, temple-front form.
It hes atwo-and-a-hdf-gory rear ell and an octagond cupola on the roof of the main body of the
house At the main facade are five two-story lonic columns supporting an architrave, afrieze, and a
large pediment trimmed with modillion brackets and dentil ranges This porch continues around the
esd Sde of the main body of the house. The main entrance is surrounded by alarge
pilaster/architrave/comice framewith transom light. Windows are trimmed with bracketed comice
window caps A one-gtory bay window and a one-gtory porch are found on the west sde of the house
and another one-gtory porch, partially enclosed, extends from the eest Sde of the rear ell. A stylish

board-and-baiten carriage house with cupola mekes an important contribution to the subgtantial
character of this imposing complex.

A cluger of houses on the north sde of Main Street, west of Lake Strest and adjacent to the Tilson
Sanderson House, isdso notable. S&t on a dope downward toward North Stret, this group congsts

mostly of early-to-mid 19th century housesrepresenting the Federd, Gresk Reviva and Itaianate
dyles They include:

the Joseph W. Morse House (MAP #62; MHC #K-43), 1834-1856, Greek Revival, 225 Main Street

This two-and-a-hdf-story, five-bay, center-entry, pediment-front, Gresk Revival style house has a long
two-story wing on the eedt Sde and a one-gtory porch across the width of its main facade. Another
porch extends acrassthe width of the wing. The house is somewha unusud for the combination of
the older two-and-a-hdf- gory,five-bay,center-entry form with the newer gable-front form of the
Grek Reviva style. Although it has been covered with synthetic siding, the house retains Greek
Revivd features such as the facade pediment and frieze. An important dement of the complex isthe
well presarved gable-front bam on the eest Sde of the house.

the Nathan Hersey House (MAP #60; MHC #K-45), 1834-1856,Itdianate, 221 Main Street
This two-and-a-haf-gory, double-pilefive-bay,center-entry, gable-end, bracketed, Italianate style

house hes a two-story wing on the eest Sde. Moved here in 1905 from the Ste of the present Issec
Prouty Park, nearby on Main Stredt, this house ssams to have acquired its geble roof a that time. A

(continued)
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vignette illustration on the 1856 mgp of Spencar hows it as an Itdianate villa with alow hip roof and
heavy bracketing a the eaves Thefrieze, comer pilagers, eave brackets dong the main facade ad
the pilasters/ archifrave/comice doorframe gppeer to be original and to date from before the move and
the dteration of the roof. Atthe westem end of this group are two housssthat are among the oldest
housesremaining in the centra portion of Spencer. Both are vernacular expressons of the Federd
style, dating from about 1800 to 1834. They ae

the Walton Livermore House (MAP #58; MHC #K-47), 1800-1834, Federd, 215 Main Strest (comer
of Main and North dreets)

This two-story, hip-roofed stmcture hes a sevenbay facade, with the main entrance inthe third bay
from the eest. The use of the hip, rather than gable roof. Federd styletrim a the eaves skived
clapboards, and a large, heavy chimney on the eedt end of the house are indications of a likely Federa
period date of constmction. The housewes enlarged, gpparently more than once, during the 19th
century. It islikely that the eestem five bays of the main facade were the origina portion. One

enlargament must have taken place during the mid-19th century, snce the doorframes of the two main
entrances date from the Greek Revival period.

the Smith-Watson House (MAP #59; MHC #K-46), 1800-1834, Federd, 217 Main Stregt

This Federd style house is of the two-and-a-hdf-gory, double- pile, gable-roofed, five-bay,
center-entry type that was popular through the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century.
Federd style features are the dim pilaster/architrave/comice doorframes and the paired chimneys. Ells
a ether dde of the rear of the building were in place a5 early as 1856. The Greek Revival features
s on the gable-front portion of the westem mod ell suggest amid-19th-century date of
constmction. Across the drest from this cluster is:

the E. Sanderson House (MAP #66; MHC #K-51), 1834-1856, Gresk Revival, 234 Main Street

This two-and-a-hdf-story, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, house is notable for its weighty Greek Revival
features, including friezes, afriezed facade pediment, wide comer pilasters, and smple swag motif
around its pediment window. |In contrast to its late 19th century neighborsbii either Sde, it gppears
small, boxy, and prim.

(continued)
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Three later neighboring houses the Mrs. H. E. Sibley House. 232 Main Strest (MAP #65, MHC
#K-50), 1884-1898; the William E. Searies House. 238 Main Strest (MAP #67; MHC #K-52),
1884-1898; and the Searles-Curtis House. 240 Main Stret (MAP #68; MHC #K-53), 1877-1884, are
more imposing in Sze and massand more vertical inline. All three are similar in form ~
two-and-a-haf-story, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, with multistory projecting wingson either sde. This
gable-front form, derived from the mid-19th century Gresk Revival house, is disguised through the
application of stylish late-19th-century architectura details and dements, such as porches, oriels, bay
windows, panelling, and and omamentd shingling.

In their origina condition, they made a particularly important contribution to this section of Main
Sreat near the Congregational Church. This effect hes been diminished nce, with the exception of the
well-preserved. Queen Anne style Searles-Curtis House, they have lost many of thelr distinctive
omamenta features to the unsympathetic application of new sdings. .

Searies-Curtis House (MAP #68; MHC #K-53), 1877-1884, Quean Anne, 240 Main Street

Having excapad extensve dteration, this house retains Queen Anne features, such as contrasting
dagpboard siding a the ground-floor level and wood shingle siding on the upper floors, an oriel
window in the facade geble, a one-story wragparound porch on the front and eest Sdes, and a one-story
bay window with a bacony above it on the west sde. Colonid Revivad influenceis seen in the porch
pods and in the bausfrade of the balcony on the west sde. A gable-front carriage house of the same
period, which gandsto the eat of the dwelling, mekes an important contribution to the imposing
character of this property.

Cherry Street n

Imposing both in 9ze and style and <&t on hillside stes, three large and well presarved Cherry Sfreet
houses make an outstanding contribution to the character of the neighborhood.  Although many other
resdences dong the streat are much more-‘modes, the predominance of these three houses give Cherry
Sfreet the air of an upperdass residentia neighborhood. They are

(continued)
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the Thomas A. Prouty House (MAP #26; MHC #K-68, Photos# 9 & 10), 1870-1877, Mansard, 46
Cherry Strest

Significant contributors to the prominent character of this property are the substantia,
two-and-a-haf-story, mansard-roofed houss its gable-front carriage house with jigsaw-cut bargeboards,
an ample lawn, and a highly visiblehillside setting. Built on a squarish plan, the house is symmetrical
in design. It hes athree-bay facade accented with a projecting centra facade pavilion and center

entry. Digtinguishing decorative features include a large arched main entrance with haf-arched double
doors, heavy comice window cgps on brackets, round-topped dormer windowswith shgped frames,
and awide bracketed frieze. Another decorative dement is the gpen porch above the facade pavilion

(at the roof leve) with rope tumed comer columns, Gothic capitas, and Baroque style tumed
baugers.

Aurelius G. Peese House (MAP #27; MHC #K-69, Photo # 10), 1870- 1877, Mansard, 48 Cherry
Street ’ Moo

The most complex of saverd mansard-roofed houses preserved ingood condition on Cherry Sfredt,
this house is highly articulated both on its exterior wallsand dong itsroofline. Sculptural effect is
lent to the exterior of this cmciform plan house by the use of rectangular and faceted pavilions and

bay window projections which extend upward aong the walls and on into the mansard roof.
Characterigtic of the late 19th century isthe strongly vertical line cregted by this treetment. Lacelike
metd cresting around the perimeter of the rooftop lends an additional vertical acoat- The crigpness of
line and sfrong verticality of the main body of the house are softened by abroad Colonial Revival
style wraparound porch (tum of the 20th century) with a curved end on the west sde. With its
weighty modillioned comice, amooth-shafted Doric columns, and tumed baustrade, the broad porch
embracesthe front portion of the house and increesesthe impresson of Szeand imposing cheracter.
Although no pictures have bean found of the origina front porch, it islikely that it was much smdler
and occupied only the areaimmediately gobund the main entrance.

the Tvler-Prouty House (MAP #32; MHC #K-77), 1870-1877, Itdianate, 51 Cherry Street

This two-and-a-haf-gtory, three-bay, center-entry, double-pile, gableend house has a gabled center
pavilion, paired interior chimneys, and atwo-story reer ell. A mgor dement of the main facade is the
front porch a the center, embraced by a sngle-story bay window on ether sde. Itdianate features
s here include the three-bay, center-gebled dormer design of the main facade, bracketed friezes on
the main body of the house and on the front porch, and comice window cgps. Other omamental

(continued)
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details of note include rope-tumed trim on the comerboards and a the comers of the bay windows and
ajigsaw-cut, openwork, porchrail. A large, high quality. Colonia Reviva style porch with tumed
baugers was added around the tum of the century to the west 9de of the house near the back. The
large, gable-front carriage houseto the eedt istrimmed with the same omament as the house.

Through its Sze and omament, it mekes an important contribution to the substantia character of this
property.

Further west, oppodte Linden Street, isabuilding that contributes to the impression of awell-to-do
neighborhood, even in the absance of the mangon that once sood just west of it. Itis:

the Charies N. Prouty Carriage House (MAP #10; MHC #K-65), 1856- 1870 and 1879 (AmosP.
Cutting?, 1879), Itdianate/Victorian Gothic, 26 Cherry Street i

This isthe largest and mogt highly omamented carriage house in  the East Main Strest-Cherry Street
aea Although presently covered with agphdt shingle, this two-and-a-hdf-gory, gable- front building
retains itsoriginal omament, including both shgped and rectangular window frameswith comice caps,
friezes, gable retums, eave comice, and an daborate Victorian Gothic cupolawith pointed arched
openings and jigsaw-cut trefoil omament.  Although the building ssams to have been built between

1856 and 1870, its cupola gopearsto dete from 1879, when a new house (no longer standing) was
built next to it. , >

Converted to use as goatments in the mid-20th century, the building is currently vacant after a recent
fire. Fortunately, the fire causad no visible exterior damage  Exterior dterations meade to convert the
building to gpartment use have been few. Carriage entrances on the north sdes of the main body of
the building and on the wing on the eest Sde have been cdosed inand provided with pedestrian doors.
The doorframe of the carriage entrance a the center of the main facade survives, while the one on the
ell carriage entrance no longer exists. A pedestrian door has been ingalled there. The major carriage
entrance has been restmctured with Colonial Reviva style pandling within the origina frameto
receive a pedestrian door and sidelights. Former pededrian doors on either Sde of the main carriage
door have been converted to windows. With the exception of the present siding, no other major
dterations gopear to have been made

Original gone fences still surround the property and granite stairs, which once led to the north and
eed entrances of the accompanying dwelling, still dand & the perimeter of itscellar hole. The
circular driveway, which pesssd under the porte cochere on the eest Sde of the house and in front of

the carriage house, continues in use today. A Victorian-style gazebo sands a the back of the lot, west
of the carriage house.

(continued)
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the John Boyden House (MAP #9; MHC #K-81), ca 1860's?, Mansard, 37 Cherry Strest

The main facade of this large two-and-a-haf-story mansard is composad of a one-bay section on the
west and atwo-bay wing onthe eed. A one-gtory front porch occupies thejog between the two
sctions. The original gppearance of this house hes been dtered by the gpplication of subdtitute siding
that imitates wider dagpboards than would originally have been used. Original window trim has been
covered and/or removed and the front porch hes been enclosed.  Even though it is devoid of much of
its origina richness of detail, this house still retains its characterigtic slhouette and many significant
features. Surviving features include the frieze and brackets & the eaves origina shgped- frames and
comice a its dormer windows,fishscal edaeroofing, and roof comices In its original condition,
this house was one of the more imposing on Cherry Street. This may be the original CharlesN.
Prouty housethat was moved from 28 Cherry Street in 1879.

The smdler 5ze and often "vemacular” gppearance of other adjacent buildings prove that this isnot a

neighborhood limited exclusively to large mansion-like resdences. Other houses dong the Sfreet
include:

the Prouty-Bacon House (MAP #13; MHC #K-80), 1856-1870 and 1880's, Quean Anne vemacular,
39 Cherry Stret

This two-and-a-haf-gory, jerkinhead-front, two-bay, sidehdl-entry housewith two-and-a-half-story
reer ell ssamsto be amid-19th- century Greek Revival style house updated with Queen Annetrim in
the 1880's. Although the basc form of the house is derived from the Gresk Revival, features such as
omamental wood shingling of the gable contrasting with the dapboard of the lower section of the
house, thejerkinhead gable, the wraparound porch with heavy tumed pods, and the stained glass
window are typical of the Quean Anne style. Wdl-preserved outbuildings, including a small
office-like building located immediately at the rear of the house and a small gable-front carriage house
a the end of the driveway, contribute to the strong 19th century character of this property.

Emery F. Sbley House (MAP #25: MHC #K-791. 1870-1877. Mansard. 47 Cherry Sfreet

This one-and-a-hdf-gory, two-bay, sdehal-entry. Mansard style house hes a one-and-a-haf-story
wing on the west dde. A one-dory porch with tumed pogs occupies thejog in the front of the house

(continued)
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between the main body and the wing. A two-and-a-haf-story ell extends from the rear of the house as
land fallsoff to the north. Trim characteridic of the Mansard style includes bracketed friezes a the
eaves and bracketed comice window cgps Alsotypical is the ue of decorative pattems in the dates
on the vertical faces of the mansard roof. The frame of the main enfrance is a version of the Greek
Revival style pilaster/architrave/comice door frame with short sddights.

This is the smalest mansard roofed house in the East Main Stret-Charry Street arean Others are two
and ahalf gories in height and ae much larger in plan, a well. Y, this house gopears deceptively
small when ssen from the front becausethe rear ell and the multistory height of the west and north
ddesis not obvious. ' - =i

the William F. Browning House (MAP #33; MHC #K-76), 1870-1877, Bracketed, 53 Cherry Street

This is awdl-preserved example of the Bracketed two-and-a-haf-gory, gable-front, three-bay,
sdehdll-entry house that was popular in Spencer and the region during the 1870's. Larger than some,

it hes atwo-and-a-half-story wing on the east 9de and arear ell. Characteridic of the Bracketed style,
it tekes the three-bay, sdehdl-entry Gresk Reviva form and features a mixture of Gresk Revival and
Italianate details. Gresk Revival details includefriezesand gable retums  Itdianate details are the
bracketed eavesand sfrongly projecting bracketed comice window cgps  Porches a the main entrance
and acrossthe width of the main facade of the wing have tumed pogtsand may have been added j
around 1900.

the Isaac L. Prouty House (MAP #12; MHC #K-67), 1856-1870, Bracketed, 40 Cherry Street

This house-bam complex is notable for the rhythmical arangement of its various parts (broad
porches, wings, and bam) aong Chery Sfreet. It is st back from the street with an ample front yard
and is imposingly Stuated on arise above Cherry Siredt.

The Bracketed-style Issec Prouty House is a wdl-preserved example of the two-and-a-haf-story,
three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front housetype characteridic of the Gresk Revival style. Typical of
the Bracketed style, the Gresk Revival form and proportions of the house ae combined with Italianate
style frim, such as broad overhanging eaves eave brackets comice window caps, and a wide,
double-door entrance. Two-and-a-haf-story wings on either dde add to its bulk and interior spece
Mid-19th century porches extend aoross the width of the main facade and acrossthe width of the north
facade of the eestem wing. These porches and a smple gable-front carriage house atached to the
southest comer of the eest wing mike important confributionsto the subgtantia character of the house.

(continued)
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Originally built on an L-plan, the house was dtered to its present cmciform plan and was greatly
enlarged around 1900 when sympathetic additions were made.  Additions include the wing on the west
dde (in the Bracketed style), another a the rear, and the rearrangement of the front porch, with the
addition of a semicircular Colonial Revival style endosed sunporch on the west side.

the John E. BemisHouse (MAP #28 MHC #K-70), 1834-1856 and 1870's, Greek Revival, 50
Cherry Street

This house isthe result of severd building campaigns. 1t ssams originaly to have sat on a largelot,
facing west, toward Ash Stret, before Cherry Strest wias put through.  The two-story, double-pile,
center-chimney, five-bay form of the west-facing ssgmeant of the houserests on a granite foundation

and gopearsto have been the original section. The two-and-a-half-story eestem eII on a brlck
foundation, was in place by 1856.

Magjor dterations mede in the 1870's enlarged the house and gpparently oriented it to face Cheny
Street, which wasjust newly put through a that time. The north gable end of the original section was
given its present three-bay, sdehal-entry form and becamethe main facade. A two-and-a-haf-story,
gable-roofed addition was added perpendicular to the south end of the original section. A
wrgp-around porch was added to extend acrossthe width of the main facade and aong the west side.
A two-story bay window on the north facade of the eadt ell was probably added then aso.

It islikely that the original portion of the housewas Gresk Revival in style. Since the style was still
popular in Spencer inthe 1870's, it isnot surprising that it was retained for the 1870'sremodelling.
Synthetic siding now obscures detailing, such asfriezesor comer pilasters, that may have been part of
the original omamentd trim. Visible surviving Greek Reviva features include the roof comice, gable
retums, and plain window frames.

The neighborhood eest of May Strest along Cherry Stret is more solidly populated by middle dass
dwellings than the section of the street just described. Here severd two-and-a-half-story houses are
intergoersad with other smaler houses.

(continued)
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the William W. Trail House (MAP # 56), 1870-1884, Itdianate, 65 Cherry Stregt

This highly omamented Itdianate style house isthe mogt daborate inthis section of Cherry Sfreet. In
its 9ze, dedign, ad detailing, it is quite smilar to the Tyler-Prouty House (MAP #32, MHC #77) a
51 Cherry Strest. Both take the two-and-a-hdf-story, three-bay, center-entry, center-gabded-dormer,
gable-end form and have a one-gory front porch a the center of the main facade that isflanked by
one-dory bay windows. Itdianate trim indudes bracketed eaves and comice window cgps on

brackets. Although this house is covered with vinyl dding, its omamenta detail hes not been removed
or covered over.

Most other houses dong this section are much plainer, more vemacular expressons of o
late-19th-century residentid architecure. » : .

the James Hughes House (MAP #53), 1884-1898, dements of Gresk Revival, 72 Chery Sfreet

This house is one of the largest and best presarved inthis section of Cherry Street. It isa
two-and-a-haf-gory, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry housewith atwo-and-a-haf-story wing on
the west Sde and awrgparound porch that extends acrass the width of the main facade and along the
northem portion of the west sde. The gable-front, Sdehdl-entry form and details such as thefriezes
ae derived from the Greek Revival style, while the comice window caps, comice cgp doorframe,
double-leaf doors a the main entrance, and the wraparound porch with tumed posts, stick frieze, and
jigsaw-cut trim are dements widely used in late 19th-century New England domestic architecture.

the Gilbert E. Manley House (MAP #50), 1870-1880's, Victorian vemacular, 66 Cherry Street

This isthe best preserved of three similar housesthat dand next to one another on the south side of
Cheary Street between Dale and  Cottage dreets. The other two houses are located on either side of it
a 64 and 68 Cherry Street.  Similar inform and configuration to the James Hughes House, they all
take the same two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry form with a
two-and-a-haf-gory wing on the west dde. Yet their frim isdistinctly Victorian Gothic while that of
the Hughes house is more Greek Reviva ininspiration. The Manley House retains its original siding
and trim. Features of note here are, the Victorian Gothic bargeboards with comer omament supported
on brackets, comice window cgps and awrgparound porch with jigsaw omament that extends across
the width of the main facade and around the front portion of the west sde.

(continued)
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the John B. Starr House (MAP #46; MHC #K-73), 1870-1877, Bracketed/Itdianate, 56 Cherry
Stret

This two-and-a-hdf-story, one-bay, gable-front, bracketed, Italianate house hes a strongly projecting
facade pavilion offset from the center of the main facade. The enfrance is through an endosed
Colonial Reviva style porch inthe crotch between the pavilion and the main body of the house,
Although the house hes been covered in asbestosshingle, it retains its strongly projecting Itaianate
eaveswith bracketed friezes, gable retums, and one-dory central bay window on the main facade. It
is smilar inits Itdianate bracketed frim to other Italianate housesin the neighborhood.

Ash Street '

Ash Street ischaracterized by itssloped setting, large trees, largeopen spaces behind several houses,
and neat dwellings ranging from a substantial two-story Federal-style house, to several small
mid-to-late-19th-century gable-front cottages, to a largelate-19th century "mansion” and to two ;!
mid-20th-century houses of modest size. -

The following examples indicate the variety of house sze and type found on Ash Strest:
P. Kelley House (MAP #23; MHC #K-91), 1834-1856, Greek Revival, 9 Ash Strest

One of the bet-presarved  one-and-a-hdf-gory, gable-front, three-bay, sidehal-entry Gresk Revival
cottages inthe Eag Main Sfreet-Cherry Stret aren, this small house is notable for its substantia
friezes, comer pilagters, gable retums, and pilaster/architrave/comice oorframe. A wing containing a

modem garage extends from the north sde. 1t is subordinate to the main body of the house and does
not defract fromit.

William H. Prouty House (MAP #24; MHC #K-92), 1882, Victorian Gothic, 11 Ash Street

This house is Stuated on atearraced rise, stt far back from the Sreet in the midst of a large open lawn
accoented with large frees. Its Siting gives it an imposing character it might not have on a smdler lot.

This two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, center-entry, center-dormer, hip-roofed house is a combination of
mid-to-late-19th-century styles. The three-bay, center-dormer form, the round-arched gable window,
and the comice-on-bracket and pedimented window cgps are Itdianate in derivation. The high pitch

of the facade gable and of the main hip roof, the exposed rafter ends in the gable and eaves, the
double-leafed front doors with waffle-like pandlling, and the Stick Style one-gory porch acrossthe
front are of Victorian Gothic inspiration. It is not known whether the present adoestas

sding covers any original decorative trim on the exterior walls of the house

(continued)
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the H. P. Starr Cottage (MAP #20; MHC #K-89), 1877-1884, Victorian Gothic, 8 Ash Street

This one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front cottage has lost much of its original
detail. Subgtitute siding covers mogt of the original trim. Nevertheless, some of the original feeling

of the houseis presarved by the digtinctive Victorian Gothic high-pitched gable roof and by the
survival a the main entrance of afine Victorian Gothic style overdoor on brackets with jigsaw-cut ' >
pands.

the M. Dermody House (MAP #19; MHC #K-88), 1856-1870, Grek Revival, 10-12 Ash Street
This two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry housewith a wing on the south sde isa
vemecular expresson of the Gresk Reviva style. The gable-front form, the narrow friezes and the
geble retums are diluted referencesto the Gresk Revival style, which was 0 popular during the
mid-19th century. The two main entrances of this two-family house are narrow and have plain
frames. This goare unedomed expression of the Gresk Revival style is commonly ssen in centra
Massachusttsin ordinary houses dating from approximately the 1860's through &s late as the 1890's.
It is not dear whether the house was built & a one- or two-family dwelling. The small Colonial

Revival style porch a the entrance inthe main body of the house gppearsto have been added in the
early 20th century.

14 Ash Street (MAP #18: MHC #K-87\ ca 1870?. Grek Revivdl * ; :
This house may have begun life as a cariage houseor bam. It is located behind and on the samelot
& the M. Dermody House a 10-12 Ash Stret and is oriented with its gable-front main facede facing
south ingead of toward the dreet. Other nearby housesare all oriented to the street. Thesefacts
suggest that this house may originally have beaen an outbuilding rather than a dwelling.

This house takes the two-and-a-half-gtory, three-bay, gable-front form with a one-story porch across
the width of the main facede. It is avemacular expresson of the Gresk Revival style. Like 10-12
Ash Stredt, its Gresk Revival omament isspare but recognizable. 1t congsts of narrow friezes, gable
retums, and narrow comer pilasters. The early-to-mid-20th century enclosure of the front porch hes
somewhat dtered the earlier gopearance of the house,

(continued)
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the Draper-Jones House (MAP #16; MHC #K-86, Photo # 7), 1800-1834 ' N,
(1825?), Federd, 22 Ash Strest . AN A

This two-story, double-pile, five-bay, hip-roofed. Federal style house isof the center-entry type with
paired interior chimneys. Federal style details seen here include anarrow frieze below the eaves,
plank window frames with moulded edges, and a doorframe with narrow pilasterswith raised fillets,
ogee comice, short sidelights, and a six-panel door. S\

A mid-19th century illustration of the house was made before it was moved to the present site from
its original location nearby on Main Street. It shows that a Sde entrance once exiged a the center of
the south facade where awindow is now. Window ssehwere 6/6, &5 they ae today. The same
illustration dso shows that afanlight originaly existed ebove the main entrance where a rectangular
fransom light is ssentoday. Thisdteration may have been meade in conjunction with the constmction
during the early 20th century of the presant Colonia Revival style one-gtory front porch a themain
entrance with smooth-shafted Doric columns. Overdl, despite these dterations, the house is awell
presarved example of its style. It isthe lees dtered hip roofed Federd style dwelling inthe center of
Soencer.

the Griffm-Comins House (MAP #15; MHC #K-85, Photo # 7), 1834-1856, Gresk Revival, 24 Ash
Strest

This two-and-a-hdf-gtory, gable-front, three-bay, sdehdl-entry Gresk Revival style househas a
two-gtory wing on the north Sde (ca 1870) and a projecting entry vestibule. The entrance vestibule
(of undetermined, but probably recent date) incorporates the long dde lights popular for Gregk Revival
houses and what gppears to be an original six-pand door. This house gopears to have undergone
extendve dterations in recent years, yet it retains Gresk Reviva feaures, such as awidefriezeand
panded comer pilagters on the main facade. The roof comice, the comice of the pediment on the
main facade, the oculus in the pediment, and the dapboard siding al gopear to be recant. Despite its
dterations, the house retains something of its Greek Revival charadter. The accompanying mid-19th

century gable roofed bam &t the rear of the lot makes an important contribution to the historic
character of the property. ' Noe

May Stregt

May Strest housesare modest in Sze and omament. They are largely of the gable-front type and
represent vemacular expressions of the Greek Revival, Itdianate, and Gothic styles. Almost all have
been dtered, mostly by the application of synthetic siding.

(continued)
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The following buildings are representative of the kinds of buildings found on May Sfreet. The best
*

presarved ae ' I

the Oliyer J. and Rachel B. Brewer House (MAP #44; MHC #K-102), 1870- 1877, Itdianate, 19
May Sfreet

Degpite the fact that this house is covered with adbestossiding, mogt of itsorigina trim gppearsto
aurvive. Its chief omament includes paired brackets infriezesa the eavesand gables and on the
two-story bay windows on the south sde. The two-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, center-entry form is
commonly used for dwellingsin the Itdianate style. It is often trimmed with the bracketed- eave
trestment, as is ssen here. The one-dory porch acrass the width of the main facade is probably
original, athough the pogs and railings are of recat vintage. The carriage house with Italianate
cupola is origina to the property. The surviva of the carriage house mekes an important contribution
to the historic character of the property.

the Franklin Smith House (MAP #37; MHC #K-95), 1870-1877, Gresk Revival, 12 May Sfreet

Smal in gze ad extremely smple in its frim, this one-and-a half-story, three-bay, sdehall-entry
cottage is a relatively well-preserved example of a middle-class house type popular after about 1860.
Retaining the gable-front form typical of the Gresk Reviva style, it hes less hefty versons of Greek
omament than were popular & midcentury, when the style was a its pegk of popularity. The more
simplified and lessweighty Greek details ssen here, such asfriezesand gable retums, are
characterigic of late expressons of the style. The lightweight comice window caps are consonant
with the date of congmction. The front door and doorframe have been dtered in the 20th century.
The porch acrossthe width of the facade is characteristic of Gresk Revival houses, but its porch posts

may date from the early 20th century. Of note isthe small gable-front bam with its board and batten
dding, its batened door with diagona boarding.

the S Luther House (MAP #35; MHC #K-93), 1870-1877, Grek Reviva/Victorian Gothic, 18 May
Sfreet

Dexpite the application of synthetic siding that covers the exterior walls and some frim, this house still
retains some of its original character and some significant detailing. This on-and-a half-story
two-bay, sdehal-entry, gable-front cottage is characteristic of many late 19th century vermacuw
housesin New England. While its small gable-front form with gable retums recals the Gresk Reviva
gdyle, its mgor omament is assodated with the Victorian Gothic style. Noteworthy surviving
omament includes a Victorian Gothic style geble goron with jigsaw-cut openwork and a heavy scroll
bracketed overdoor & the main entrance.

(continued)
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The following is a sample of other houseson May Strest, worthy of mention, that have been greatly
dtered by the application of substitute siding:

the G.E. Manley Store (MAP #39A; MHC #K-98, Photo # 6), 1884-1898, Greek Revival, 4-6 May
Strest \

This two-and-a-half-story, gable-front house is currently shegthed in subgtitute siding that coversits
frim. Alterations to itswindow and door openings have a0 changed itsorigina gppearance It
appearsthat the main facade was originally athree-bay facade. No photographs have been found to
show itsearlier gate However, snce the building is known to have been occupied by a store during

the late 19th and early 20th centuries, it islikely that sore digplay windows occupied part of the
ground floor.

the E. H. Lovell House (MAP #39; MHC #K-97, Photo # 6), 1884-1898, Victorian Gothic, 8 May
Street

Completely encasd in synthetic siding, this large two-and-a-hdf- gtory, gable-end house has had its
trim and omamenta features removed or Covared over. Nevethdess, itsvertical lines, its
asymmetrica main facade with two gabled sections, and the high pitch of the roof, gables, and the
shed roof of the projecting front porch are unmistakably of the Victorian Gothic style. These
surviving features suggest that thisweas once a digtinctive and architecturaly significant building, one
of itskind inthe Eag Main Strest-Cherry Sireet Historic Area

the S Clapp House (MAP #36; MHC #K-94), 1877-1884, Grek Revival, 14 May Stregt

This two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, Gresk Reviva style house hes a
two-gtory bay window on the south Sde. A two-and-a-hdf-gtory wing aso extends from the south
dde. A one-dory porch dretches acrossthe width of thewing. Altered by the application of
subgtitute siding, window and door frames have been removed or covered. However, it doesretain
some of its characteristic Greek Revival trim, such asfriezesand geblereturivs.

Linden Street LA K. ~

Linden Street isrough textured, with adisparity in gze, type, ad scde of the buildings found there.
At the north end of the Sfreet on the esst Sde are three large Smctures aready included inthe existing
Nationa Regiger Historic District. Occupying the northemmog ed of the dreet isthe tall and bulky
reer section of the multi-story, wood-frame, former E. Jones Shoe Factory, which fronts on Main
Stret, and an associated multi-story brick outbuilding. Immediatdy south of it is a large Romanesque
style brick former church. Along the rest of the dreet, on both ddes, are resdences ranging from one

(continued)
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to two and a half stories in height, and from small to largein size, dating mostly from the late

19th-century period. Threfc small, one-story, mid-20th-century ranch houses added between larger
buildings punctuate both sides of the street. NN

Notable gmctures on Linden Street that are not dready included inthe existing National Register
Historic District ares

the BuUard-Jones Cottage (MAP #4; MHC #K-82), 1877-1884, Gresk Revival, 14 Linden Street

An excdlent and well-preserved example of a small cottege of the lagt quarter of the 19th century,
this isthe only 19th-century house on Linden Streat that has escaped dlteration of itssiding.  Of the
one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front housetype, it is a late expresson of the
Grek Reviva gtyle. Its Gresk omament isreduced in both sze and weightiness from that typical of
mid-19th-century examples of the style. Greek details ssen here include friezes, « narrow comer
pilagters, and gable retums. Omamenta trim common to its late 1870's-early 1880's date of
constmction, but not typical of the Gregk Revival, are the narrow comice window cgps and the
chamfered porch posts on impost blocks with gingerbread brackets. Unlike smpler examples of this
generd type, itisbuilt on acmciform plan.

the R. B. Stone House (MAP #6; MHC #K-84, Photo # 8), 1884-1898, Queen Anne, 11 Linden Sfreet

This Queen Anne style, two-and-a-half-story, gable-front houseis among the mogt high-style
resdences inthe East Main Siregt-Cherry Strest arear It isrectangular in form with slight multi-story
reglections on the north and south sdes. Yet it is characterized by such degant details as aPdladian
window withfree-standingcolumns, curved embrasures, pattemed shingles, and a pentroof in the
facade gable, dentil moulding a the eaves a broad wrap-around porch with rope-tumed podsts,
chamfered pogs and a caved flora pand inthe porch gable. The presant sheathing of wood shingle
on the lower portion of the house may hide other deorative wall trestments. It is likely that this
section was originally clapboarded. Despite this dteration, the survival of the origina house form and
mog of itsoriginal trim make this a significant example of late-19th-century Spencer architecture.

State of Preservation ,

The overall gate of presarvation of the Eagt Main Strest-Cherry Srest extension areais good. »
Buildings on Main and Cherry Stredts are the best preserved inthe aslea Modt still retain their
original sidingand original architecturd detail. The single most damaging dteration to houses in the
aea hes been the application of subgtitute siding (aluminum, vinyl, or asbestos) Although some

(continued)
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insengitive use of subdtitute siding is found throughout the East Main Street-Cherry Street Historic
Didtrict, its cumulative effect is greater on Linden and May Streets, where most buildings have been
sded and where many have logt important architectura detail. The remova of origina porch posts,
especidly on May Stredt, is another source of loss of historical integrity to buildings inthe area

Archaeological Description * i,

A moderate to high potentia exigs for recovering significant prehistoric resources within the East
Main Street-Cherry Street Historic District. Four known prehistoric Sites have been recorded in the
genad area(within one mile) including one dte, 19-WR-430, located in the vicinity of Cottage and
Dde Streets, which may extend into the district. Little additiona information is available for that site.
The physical characteridics for the digtrict, level, well drained terraces in dose proximity to Muzzy
Pond, it's feeder dreams and wetlands dong the eastem periphery of the district-indicate favorable
locationa criteriafor Native American subssence and settlement activities.  Given the above
information, the dze of the district expandon(45 acres) and levels of historic development, a moderate
to high potentia exigts for recovering significant prehistoric survivals.

There is ds0 a high potentid for locating significant historic archaeologica remains inthe disfrict.
Although the town wes first settled in 1726 to the west of the digtrict, by 1800 little concentrated
stlement was present. A few scattered farm houses and tavems were located'in the town center
aong the Main Sfreet corridor, none of which are extant today. Stmctura survivals from these 18th
and 19th century resdences and tavems should survive within the district areathough exact locations
for mogt are unknown. One tavem location is known within the district & the ste of the H.R. Green
Hous(1856) a 259 Main Sfreet. In generd, the disfrict's 19th century resources are in a good Sate
of preservation. Archaeologicd survivals from some resdences and outbuildingslikely survive from
this period, however, documented locations for these resource types are usudly the result of stmctures
which have been moved or in some casesdemolished.  Stmctura survivals may exist for the Charles
N. Prouty Housy( 1879) located a 28 Cherjy Street. The Prouty House was demolished in 1970.
Similar survivals may dso exig & the original dte of the Drepar Jones Hous(1825) now located a 22
Ash Street buit first built on alot on Main Street.  Archaeologica survivas of outbuildings may
represant one of the more common archaeologica resources in the disfrict. Many of the existing
gmctures inthe district have assodaed cariage houses, bams and sheds, however, many other
resdences where these dmctures are no longer extant may contain them in an archaeologica context.
In mogt ingtances, outbuildingswill likely survive in aresdentia or domestic context although they
can survive in an industrial context, for example, in the case of early shoe manufacturing shops or "ten
footers'. Occupationd rdated featureq(trash pits, privies, wells) are another resource type which
should be common with extant resdences as well as those which survive in an archaeologica context.

(end)
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X_A Property is associated with events that have
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of a type, period, or method of construction or
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1800-1946

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
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1817 Estab. of bootmaking in Spencer. 1839 Opening
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religious purposes. ' L .
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E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

_ F acommemorative property. Architect/Builder
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNFICANCE

This nomination expands the existing Soencar Town Center National Regiger Historic District to
include the Eagt Main Sirest-Chary Stret Historic Disfrict. Contiguous to the existing historic
disfrict, this residential section of the historic town center is both highly visibleand well preserved. It
is of outstanding significanceto Soencar both historically and architecturaly and contains examples of
various popular 19th-century architecturd syles, from smal to large in Sze, and from modest to
imposing in expresson. Many of the resdences in this area ae dosdy assodaed with the town's
mogt important citizens and with its mogt important industry ~ boot and shoe manufacturing. Here are
found the homes of many of the town's most important manufacturers, the homes of influential
community leeders, and the homes of persons baonging to the town's "old" families. Yet, the
neighborhood was not limited to the town's dite. Other dwellingsin the area include the houses of
andl busnessmen, merchants, boot factory foremen and high-level boot-factory workers. Others
gopear to have been rental houses for boot-and-shoe-factory employess. The period of significance of
the areaisthe early 19th century through 1946.

The Eagt Main-Cherry Street Historic District mests National Regiger Criteria A and C a the local
level.

The area is significant under Criterion A as an important example of Spencer's residentia

development and expandon during the 19th century. The earliest surviving buildingsin the area are
evidence of the constmction that took place dong Main Streat as the town's scattered settlement began
consolidation as a center village during the early 19th century. The areds mid- and late-19th century
buildings illustrate the dramatic expanson that occurred in Soenoer as a result of the growth and
prosperity of industry, between about 1840 and the 1890's. The large number of buildingsfound in
this neighborhood that are related to the boot and shoe indudtry are reflections of the presence of boot
and dhoefactories nearby on Main Sfreet. They are dso tangible evidence of the important role that

boot and shoemaking played in the Soenoer economy during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as
the town's major industry.

Under Criterion C, the areais significant for the variety and wdl-preserved gate of its 19th century
architecture. Ranging from large to small, upper dass to middle dass, and high style to vemecular,  *
buildings in the area a0 represent avariety of popular 19th century styles. Some of Spencer's most
and on architecturally significant resdences are found on Main Sfregt Cherry Street inthe Eagt Main
Street-Cherry  Sfreet area. These two Sregts were the preferred locations for the homes of the town's
leading citizens during the 19th century. Severa resdences in the expanson area ae examples of the
town's mogt high style mid-and late-19th-century architecture.  The aredls more modest dwellings are
important as examples of the sort of middle dassresdentia architecture that was typical of Spencer

and of Massachusdttstowns in generd  during the mid-and late-19thcentury. High style or vemacular,
mog of the houses in this section were buih in popular dyles tempered by the consarvative taste of a

(continued)
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gmall town. -
Early Higtorv of Spencer and Main Street Devdopment

Because of its location on the town's main thoroughfare, the Main Street portion of the East
Main-Cherry Stregt Historic District is more highly visible than are other sections of the district. Main
Stredt is 0 Spencer's oldest route of travel. It is believed to follow the major esst-west trail used by
the indigenous people of the area prior to contact with white settlers Since as early as the 17th
century, this route hes bean amagjor course for long digance travel through the area~ inthe 17th
century s the Great Pog Road and today as Masssechusdtts Route 9. In 1673, well before the white
stlement of thisterritory, what isnow Main Streat became part of the first mail route inNorth
America — from New York to Boston. Asthe sarvice continued, the route became known &s the
Bogon Pog Road. Partly as areault of the exisence of this major route of travel. Spencer's town
center eventudly grew up where it did. .. .

Theterritory that is now Spencer was originally the wesem portion of the town of Leicester. Part of
the Leicester 8-mile grant of 1686, it was not settled until after 1713 when it was resarved for -
proprietor profit. Each proprietor received two lots of 250 acreseech. Inthe 1730's each proprietor
wes awarded additional meedow and upland divisions. Proprietors soon began selling their land to
settlers. The first permanent settler is believed to have been Samud Bemis, who settled on the
wesem edge of the territory about 1721 and built the first frame housethere in 1726. (The site of

this early house (no longer standing) is far west of the East Main Sfrest-Cherry Sireet Historic
District.)

Encompassng an areaimmediately esst and south of the Congregationd Church, the Eagt Main
Street-Cherry Stregt expanson areais located on lot 24, and possibly dso on lot 26, shown on the
18th-century proprietors map of Soencer &s illusfrated in James Draper's Historv of Spencer. Atan
unspecified early-18th-century date, thesetwo lots, containing atotal of 500 acres, were purchased by
Nathaniel Cunningham, a wedlthy merchant of Boston. :

Agitation among the growing population inthe area bagen as early as the 1730's to edtablish a
Sspaae parish. 1n 1740 Nathaniel Cunningham gave to the town two acres of Lot 24 "for the direct,
accomodation of the meeting-house, and for a fraining field, and for such other usesas the town shall
forever." Thisdte, today the location of the Congregationa church and town cemetery, later became
the nudeus of the town's "upper village." Whether intentionally or not, Curmingham'’s gift had
guarantead the ftiture worth of his remaining land holdings. Intime, this areawould become the very
heat of a progperous town. The meetinghouse was built in 1743. In 1744 the westem section of
Leiceger (now Spencer) was mede a separate parish and a minister wes hired.  Spencer became a
Spaaetown in 1753, .

(continued)
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Along the Pog Road (Main Street) were scattered the Congregational Church, the houses of many of
the town's earliest settlers, and tavams to serve the townspeople and travelers on the Post Road. In
1783 the first dage coech line to save the area began carrying travellers and goods aong this route
batween Bogton and Hartford. At one time there were as many as thirteen sage lines mnning through
thetown. Asmany as five Soenoa tavems dong the route became popular sopping places for dage
coaches until the mid 19th century, when railroads caused dage sarvice to ceese Only one of these
early tavems may have sood within the present East Main Strest-Cherry Street Historic District. 1t

saTsto have been located in the vicinity of the Henry R. Green House (MAP #382) a the eestem
end of the district.

1800-1834 : . o

Like the town canters of communities throughout New England,Spencer's town center began to teke
dhgpe during the early 19th century. 1n 1800 there wes little concentrated settlement here. The town
center was hardly more than a few scattered farmhouses and tavems dmng out dong Main Stredt.
Only twenty-five buildings, not including bams dood dong Main Street in Spencer between the
Leicester and Brookfield lines. Between 1800 and 1834, new congmction begen to gopear between
older buildings as fledgling indudtries were established in Spenocar, commercid activity incressed, and
sttlement became more concentrated.  The two earliest nodes of devdopment in Spencer were
centered around the Congregationa meeting house and around three tavems located near the present
intersection of Main and Flessant dreats. Asthese two areas remained separate and distinet localities,
they became known respectively as "upper village' and "lower village."

The Effect of Industry on the Devdopment of Spencer Center

During the early years of the 19th century, the main livelihood ofthe town was agriculture.
Accordingly, settlement throughoutmogt of the town was disparsed.  After 1800 some concentration of
sttlement began to take place in the town .center a the "uppa” and "lower” villages. Y et, dong the
et and west extremities of Main Street, esdt of "upper village" and west of "lower village”, there
exiged only outlying farms. The remaining outlying sections of Spencer were dsofarms.
Concentrated development in the center villageswas centered on Main Street.  Even though a few sde
dregts off of Main Streat exiged in the early years of the 19th century, they remained entirely devoid
of concentrated settlement. For example, no concentrated  settlement occurred on Ash Street until after
1834. Thisistme dthough aroute of travel dong Ash Streat exiged before 1800.

(continued)
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Part of the resson for the growth of Spencer's town center during the early 19th century was the
esablishment of industry there.  Asistme of many other New England towns, Spencer's early
indusfrial development occurred in part as a repponseto the Embargo Act of 1807 and to the ensuing
Waer of 1812. These eventsreduced or cut off imported products and thereby encouraged the
esablishment of local industry. >

With the establishment of textile, wire, and bootmaking industries in Spencer between 1810 and 1817,
concentrated settlement began to occur inthe town canter and in an outlying mill village. During
mogt of the first half of the 19th century, concentrated settlement in the town was limited to nodes a
"upper village", "lower village', and "wire village."

Before the mid-19th century, only the textileindustry had a major effect on the shaping of the town
center. Because of the disparate locations of their manufacturing Stes, neither wire nor boot making
had much effect on the growth of the town center during the early years of the century.

Textile Manufacturing

The town's infant textile industry gopeared about 1810 inthe "lower village" immediately south of
Main Strest on Moose Pond Brook. The textile industry was the chief contributor to the development
of the lower villageduring the first half of the century. The 1834 mgp of Spencer shows that almost
twice as many buildings were clustered around the mills and tavems in the "lower village" as there
were around the meeting house in the "upper village." Remaining inthe same location throughout the
rest of the century, the textileindustry continued to confribute to the growth of the areaimmediately
around it and to the town center as awhole.

Wire Manufacturing

Outsde of the center concentrated settlement occurred a "wire village," an indusfrial village
edablished in 1812 on the Seven Mile River inNorth Spencer. Becausethe wire industry remained a
that dite as itflourishedthroughout the 19th and early 20tii centuries, it had less effect on the growth
of the town center than the town's other mgor industries. /e,

Boot Manufacturing e
Bootmaking for the wholesale boot trade in Spencer began in 1817 in the home of Josah Green. A
few years later, it was expanded when in 1820 Issec Prouty dso began manufacturing boots in his
home Thexe early beginnings were significant to the future of Soencer, snce bootmaking was quickly
to become the town's major industry. By 1830 the manufacture of boots was sscond in importance

(continued)
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only to textile manufacturing here. Only a short time later, in the late 1830's, it became the town's
leeding industry.

Degpite its early economic importance to the town, the small, independent character of the bootmaking
industry before the middle of the 19th century prevented it from having much physical effect on the
town center during its early days. It was not until long after the economic benefits of bootmaking
were first felt that the development of the town was changed by it. Thisis characterigtic of early boot
and shoe making towns. Until boot manufacturing began to become rationaized and mechanized
toward the middle of the 19th century, it was not an industry that was carried out in a large centralized
building by a legion of workers. Work could be done by bootmakers intheir homesor in small shops
neer their homes, many of which were farms in outlying aress. In the early days of the industry in
Spencer, there would have been numerous small shops outside the houses of many of the town's boot
and shoe makers. Few of these "ten-footers' gppear to survive heretoday. The first larger boot shop
built inthe vicinity of Spencer'stown center wes that of Josiah Green, built in 1837 on the eastem
edge of town, acrass the dreet from his house on Main Street.  In North Spencer, Issac Prouty <o
built a large "centrd shop" & gpproximately the sametime. It islikely that in both of these shops the
cutting of the leather, the sorting of the pieces into bundles for outworkers, and the bottoming of boots
was done by a number of workers in a semi-industrid manner. Cutting was done by hand. Expert
cutters were highly valued for their ability to get the largest possble number of pieces from a single
hide. Boot bottoming may have been done with pegging machines first introduced to the industry as "
ealy as 1817. The stitching of the uppers and the lasting of the bootswas still done by hand,

probably on an outwork badis by bootmakers and their familiesworkingat home. Green's boot

workers may have dept on the sscond story of the shop, as did those of bootmaker Isaac Prouty a
about the sametime in North Spencer.

The Historical Background of Boot and Shoe Manufacturing in Massachusetts Lo -
During the early years of the American republic, the growth of a boot and shoe industry in the United
States was given a great boost when a heavy Federd tariff was implemented to protect domestic
industries. Thistariff was first imposed in 1789 and then raised in 1794. In 1794, the import duty on
a par of foreign-made shoesamounted to about 20 percent of its vaue, effectively eliminating foreign
competition in footwear. At thistime inthe United States mog droeswere cusom made. Yet the
manufacturing of reedy-made shoesfor the market wes dready well underway. Working in their
homes or in smal shops, cdled "ten-footers', near their homes, individual shoe makers in the eestem
Massachusetts counties of Essex, Plymouth, and Middlesex were dready benefiting from the success
of the market trade in hoesand boots. By 1800, the potentid of the "sdé&' shoetrade had dready
ben clearly demondrated inthe town of Lynn. Lynn shoemakers were producing one out of every
five pairs of dhoesfor every potential cusomer in the country & that time. The significance of this
large production was great for Massachusettsand New England. n ..

(continued)
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By the 1830's, the footwear industry was a major one for the date and the region. Beforethe advent
of the boot and shoe factory and the mechanization of the industry, independent boot and shoe makers
mede up the largest work force of any other sngle industry in New England. Asearly as the 1830's,
a leegt 100,000 pairs of boots and shoeswere produced each year in more than thirty communities in
Massachusetts, mogt of which had previoudy been essentidly farming communities. After the coming
of the railroads, farming in New England became less profitable due to competition from westem
agricultural production. New England communities like Spencer were able to take advantage of the
growing boot and shoe industry as an dtemative means of income.

Buildings Surviving From the 1800-1834 Period

In the center of Spencer, only afew buildings built between 1800 and 1834 are still standing today.
Most of these are found within the East Main Stregt-Cherry Stret Historic District.  Here there still
exig three Federd style buildings that are the best presarved early buildingsin Spencer's town center.
They ae the Walton Livermore House (MAP #58; MHC #K-47) 215 Main Strest; the
Smith-Watson House (MAP #59; MHC #K-46), 217 Main Sfreet; and the Draper-Jones House

(MAP #16; K-86), 22 Ash Strest (moved from Main Sfreet in 1874). S Section 7 for descriptions of
these buildings.

Thesethree buildingsare of outganding historical importance to the town becausethey condtitute the
greatest concentration of early buildingsin the town center. No pre-1800 buildingsare known to
survive in the town center, athough in outlying aress of Spenocer afew extant farmhouses are believed
to date before 1800. The Pope Mansion (1745) and the Mason House (mid-18th century), which stood
on Main Street just west of the Meeting House, were described inthe late 19th century as the town's
oldest ssmctures. Neither is till sanding today.

No buildingsbuilt prior to 1834 are known to exist intheformer "lower village." The only pre-1834
gmcture still surviving in the existing Soencar Town Center National Register Historic District isthe
unfortunately atered, four-bay, gable-end Morse House (1800-1834), 224 Main Strest, on the west
comer of Main and May Sfreets in the "upper village'. On the edge of the town center, a short
digance eedt of the Eag Main Stret-Cherry Street Higtoric Didtrict, the Josah Green House
(1800-1834) survives with mid- and late-19thcentury dterations. No other pre-1834 gmctures have
been identified as still exigting in the town center.

Severd outlying farmhouses of early dates have been listed on the Spencer historic inventory. Two
ae believed to date from the 1740s  Twelveothers dating from 1800 and earlier have ds0 been
identified.

(continued)
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The Devdopment of Spencer Center: 1850-1870

The advent of the railroad in Spencer brought about notable changesin the life of the town. The
opening of the Westem Railroad in 1839 linked the town with Worcester and Boston, to the eadt, and
with Springfield, to the west. By 1841 the line had bean extended to the New York date border. A
short time later, it was continued on to Albany. The railroad was a boon to Spencer’s future as it
brought increasing prosperity to local industry. Small woolen mills, boot shops, and wire mills, which
had been established during the early years of the century, soon expanded. Asrailroad use increased,
the importance of the Main Streat thoroughfare for long distance travel became markedly diminished.
The rhythmical arrivals and departures of sage coaches very quickly cessed and Main Street became
devoted more to local traffic and local trade. Tavems aong the route closed down and were
converted to private resdences or tom down.

The period of industrial prosperity brought on by the coming of the railroad stimulated an increesein
population and consequently an expandon of the town center during the mid-19th century. Asthe
population grew, from 1,725 in 1840 to 3952 in 1870, more denseresdentia development occurred
both on Main Street and on newly-opened Sde dreets north and south of the center, y. > - |

The Expansion of Lower Village

Secondary  Streets began to be developed in "lower village" between 1834 and 1854. During the -
1850's and later, this commercia/ industrial area expanded south of the Main-Plessant Street
intersection, aong Maple Strest and westward to Mill Street. A worker's neighborhood grew up there
& industry drew both native-bom and foreign immigrant workers to the town. New dregtswere put
through and housssbuilt. In 1854 a Catholic church was built on the hill aboveto serve the growing
Irish and French Canadian populations. Working-class neighborhoods continued to expand around the
church. Continuing the early frend of greater development and higher population inthe industrial
section of town, the neighborhood between Main Street and Catholic Sfreet (now Church Street) was
still the most densdy settled section of Spencer in 1870.
The Consolidation of "Upper" and "Lower" Villages : <

Between 1850 and 1870, boot shopsand the houses of newly progperous factory owners gppeared on
Main Street west of the Congregationd church. Asthis constmction filled in the previoudy
undeveloped area between "uppe™ and "lower"” villages, the two villages became one ~ creating a
unified town center dong Main Street. Some of these buildings can still be ssen today in the existing
Spencer Town Center National Regider Higtoric District. Included in the existing district are severd
homes of boot manufacturers. the Erastus JonesHouse (ca. 1845), 186 Main Strest; the Asa T. Jones
House (ca 1856), 182 Main Strest; and the Hezekish Star House (caw 1868), 185 Main Street. Denny

(continued)
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Hall (1856) the town's first high school was d<0 buih inthis area on the dte of the present Junior
High School. It still gandstoday acrossthe dreet from its original location.

Development in the Town Center Expands Beyond Main Street e i,

During this same period, residentia deveopment begen to goread beyond Main Street &5 houses dso
begen to gppear on Sde dregtsoff of Main Strest ~ on Flessant and High streets. Lake Street, and
Ash, Maple, ad Liberty dreets Liberty Strest was what is now the portion of Cherry Street between
Maple and Ash dreets

Streets located on higher devations, such as High Strest, Pleesant Streat and Lake Street, were the
preferred aress for the earliest off-Main-Street resdentid devdopment inthe 1850's. The active
resdential development of lower arees neer Main Stredt, such as Ash Stret, the mgjor portion of
Cherry Sirest, May Strest, and Linden Street did not take place until the 1870s and later. It was not
until the 1870's, with the opening and devdopment of numerous dde dredts, that Main Street hed
srong competition as the Ste for new upper and middle dass houses.

Development on the Eastern Portion of Main Street

Ead of the Congregationa church (along the portion of Main Sreet included in the Eagt Main
Sfreet-Cherry Strest Historic District) houseswere constmcted during the mid-19th century, many by
members of the town's "old" families. The settlement in this area became somewhat more densethan
before, as dwellings, many on large lots, gopeared on what had formerly been larger agricultural tracts.
The following houseswere part of this dage of Main Sfreet development: George W. Morse House
(MAP # 40; MHC # K-48); E. Sanderson House (MAP #66; MHC # K-51); Joseph W. Morse
House (MAP #62; MHC #K-43); Muzzy House/Congregational Parsonage (MAP #72, MHC
#K-57); Thomas Hersey House (MAP #74; MHC #K-59); David BemisHouse (MAP #77; MHC
#K-41); Bovce-Allen House (MAP #79; MHC #K-39); J. Green-C. H. Green House (MAP #80;
MHC #K-38); Henry R. Green House MAP #82; MHC #K-37); Jeremiah Watson House (MAP
#83; MHC #K-61); Lorenzo Watson House (MAP #34; MHC # K-62).

Outlying Development « i

Sattlement dso increesad outside of the town center batween 1850 and 1870. One settlement grew up

in South Soencar around the railroad depot.  Outlying indudtria villages grew a Wire Village ad
Hillsville.

(continued)
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Continued Growth of the Boot and Shoe Making Industry in Spencer .

Before the Civil War, Soenoer boots supplied markets in the southem and wesem dates Asthe
railroad mede these markets more accessble and as westem settlement incressad. Spencer’'s wholesale
boot budnessgrew. By 1850 there were six boot shops operating here. Improved production methods
and the introduction of the sawing machine to the industry about 1854 seams to have increesed
production enormoudy, allowing for gregter profit by Soencer bootmakers This increese is evidenced
in the fact that by 1860, the town's saven boot shopswere producing double the number of boots
produced ten years earlier by six firms.

Spencar's bootmakers gpparently did not suffer unduly adverse effects due to the loss of the southem
market during the Civil War. Thiswas quite fortunate, snce some Massachusats communities were
put out of the shoe manufacturing business entirely when they logt their southem- clients. Most of the
same boot manufacturers that were operating in Spencer in 1860 were still in busness here in 1870.
Furthermore, by 1870, the number of Spencer boot manufecturers had increesad from seven to ten.
After the Civil War, keeping aoresst of the market, companies like Issec Prouty, which hed previoudy
mede only boots, began dso to manufacture shoes. The new manufacture of a higher-quality product
in Spencer was an important step in the doubling of both the workforce and the value of boots
produced by 1870.

The Effect of the Boot Industry on Spencer’'s Town Center

Between 1850 and 1870, the boot and dhoe industry begen to have a greater effect on the physical
growth and gppearance of Spencer's tovra canter than it had before. The face of the town center
began to be changed by the presence of bootmaking inits midst. More and more boot factories and
homes of boot manufacturers were built dong Main Sfreet. More and more houses were built as
bootworkers had to find placesto live in the town center. ,

During the second half of the century, the 'American boot industry became more rationalized and more
mechanized. Although boot and shoe making did not become fiilly mechanized until the lasting
mechine was infroduced in 1885, more and more production was carried out in a factory setting.
Gradualy, lessand less of the process was performed as outwork by workers & home. As more
bootworkers worked in factories, the neighborhoods around the new factories were affected. As more
workers were required to work in a centralized location, additional housing and services for
bootworkers were required neerby. This caussd Spencar’s town center to grow and change. '

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMa Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service ' .

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

East Main Street-Cherry Street Historic District
Worcester County, Massachusetts
Section number 8§ Page 1°

Pre-1850's central bootshops, such as those of Jodah Green and Isaec Prouty, described earlier, seem

to have introduced mdimeritary industrial methods to Spenocer bootmaking. Y et Spencar bootmaking

did not begin to take on the agpect of atme factory process, it gopears until 1854, when Issec Prouty
moved his boot manufacturing enterprise from North Spencer to. the center of town. In his new
three-story, 30" x 60' shop, Prouty infroduced the department sysem of production, improving

efficiency and lowering cods. At thistime, the bootmaking processwes divided into digtinct tasks, . 3
each assgned to workers who performed that task and no other.

It is assumed that, by thistime, Prouty was using arolling machine for solidifying leether for soles
(introduced to the industry in 1833). Whether he usad pegging mechines (introduced to the industry
& early as 1817) is undear, dnce it isknownthat & leest some boots were sent to outworkers for
bottoming &s late as the 1870's and 1880's. It ssamsdmog certain, however, that when Prouty built
his new building in 1854, he ingtalled the new shoemaker's Howe sawing machine (adapted in 1851
for stitching uppers) In 1864, when Prouty mede an addition to his Main Street’ factory, it was
supplied by steam power and deam heat.  Although no new mechanized processes had been
introduced by this time, deam would have sped up the production process by allowing formerly
manud ly-operated machinery to be mn by power.

In successve years, as more mechanized processes bacame available to the industry, more seps of the
bootmaking process could be housad inthe centrdized factory. Gradudly, to sfreamline production,
proces=sstill performed by hand were aso brought into the factory. By 1872 Issec Prouty &
Company employed 300 workers indde the shop, not counting outworkers who still worked at home.
Statistics on the number of workers working insde other bootshops in Spencer have not been learned
in the present research. It can be assumed, however, that as many as 1,000 workers may have been
working indde Spencer's saven boot factories in 1870. Aseve gregter centralization occurred during
the late 19th century, more bootworkers were required to live in the center of Spencar near their work.

Spencer Development; 1870-1900

The town's mogt rapid period of growth occurred after the Civil War. The period from 1870 to 1892
was the mogt prosperous in the history of Spencer. As industry continued to expand, the population
increesed from 3,953 in 1870 to 8,747 in 1890. Over 2,000 people settled hete batween 1875 and
1880 done. During this late 19th century burg of development, a dense commercia-indusfrial district
grew up inthe "lower village" neer the intersection of Main and Pleasat Sreats. Residential
neighborhoods continued to grow north and south of Main Strest and &lso to the eest and west of the
canter dong Main Street.

(continued)
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Between 1870 and the 1890's the Eag Main Stret-Chearry Strest area of town achieved its present
overall dendty and its character as a middle-to-upper dassresdentid neighborhood. In 1870, Cherry
Street (formerly known &s Liberty Strest) extended only as far eadt as Ash Sfreet. Except for the
John E. Bemis House (MAP #28; MHC # K-70), 1834-1856, 50 Cherry Street, which then fronted on
Ash Street, only open and undeveloped land occupied the site that would become the majority of
presant-day Cherry Street. Linden and May dreets did not exist. Despite its early date of exigence as
a dreet, mogt of Ash Strest was still oarsdy devdoped even &s late as 1870. Even after the westem
leg of Cherry Strest had been built up as far eest as Ash Street, only five houses had been constmcted
on Ash Street.  Between 1870 and 1884, Cherry Srest (eest of Ash Street) and Linden and May
dreats were opened and developed. At the sametime, vacant lots dong the eestem portion of Main
Stret were filled in. Constmction of dwellings on all the sregts in the East Main Street-Cherry Street
area continued through the 1890's, corresponding with the pesk of Spencear's period of greatest
industrial prosperity and popul ation growth.

Boot Manufacturing in Spencer, 1870-1900

Boot manufacturing was the chief contributor to the town's late 19th century growth and prosperity.
Through the numerous economic aurges and dedines that occurred during the second half of the 19th
century. Spencer held itsown with other boot and shoe manufacturing towns inthe state. By 1875,
one-fifth of the town's totd population was employed by twelve loca firms making boots and shoes.
In that yeer Spencer companies manufactured more than $2 million worth of boots and shoes. During
the late 19th century, as aresult of economic depresson and increased labor activism, many shoe
manufacturers acrossthe gate went out of busness A strike in 1832 in Spencer did cause some boot
and shoe manufacturers to close or to consolidate with other companies. 1t was a thistime that the
town's oldest boot manufacturer, Josah Green & Company, dosad itsdoors. Y et boot and shoe
manufacturing continued as a strong indugtry here. By 1900 the boot and shoe industry employed
over 1400, with yearly sdestotaling nearly $3,000,000. It still continued to prosper well into the
20th century. During the early 20th century. Spencer was still included among the major shoe
manufacturing communities in central Massachusatts  The town's lagt shoe manufacturer, Kleven's, a
Sucoess to Issec Prouty & Co.,

The Effect of the Boot and Shoe Industry on the Town Center. 1870-1900

The historical importance of the boot industry in Spencer is illugtrated in part by the large number of
mid- and late-19th century stmctures assodaed with boot manufacturing that are found everywhere in
the town center. Numerous examples are found dong Main Strest.  During the late 19th and early
20th centuries, boot shopswere scattered up and down Main Sret in both the "lower” and "upper”
villages. Closaed in 1962, in a move to a new factory building in nearby North Brookfield.

(continued)
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No major boot shops ae kiiown to have exiged in the EastMain-Cherry Sfreet Historic Disfrict. 1t
was essentially aresidentia neighborhood. Most of the town's bootshops were found inthe
contiguous existing Spencar Town Center National Register Historic District.  Some of those still
survive today. They include the woodframe Eragus Jones & Company Factory (1860-1880) and a
later brick building, 194 Main Streat (west comer Main and Linden Sfreets), and the brick Bacon, Kent
& Company (originally built for Bush & Grout Company) (1875), 136 Main Sfreet. The resdences of
boot manufacturers were found mostly on Main and Cherry greets (both in the existing Spencer Town
Center National Regiger Historic Digtrict and inthe Eagt Main-Cherry Stret Historic District).

Buildings Related to the Boat Industry that Survivefrom the 1870-1900 Period

Many buildingsassociated with the boot industry still survivetoday inthe Eagt Maln Street-Cherry
Stret District. Some of them are listed below. :

Main Street

On Main Street isthe Walton Livermore House (MAP #58; MHC #K-47), 215 Main Street (where
AsaT. Jones later E. Jones & Co,, first begen manufacturing boots in 1841). Homes of boot
manufacturers on Main Street includethe Henry R. Green Farm (MAP #82; K-37), 259 Main Street
(Jogah Green & Co.) ad the J. Green-Charies H. Green House (MAP #80; MHC #K-38), 253
Main Stregt (Josah Green & Co.). Houses of bootshop foremen on Main Street are the George S
Davis House (MAP #71; MHC #K-56), 246 Main Stregt (Jodah Green & Co.) and the Joseph C.
Grout House (MAP #73; MHC #K-58), 252 Main Sfreet (Issec Prouty & Co.).

Cherry Street

On Cherry Strest are residences of boot manufacturers, such as the Dexter Bullard House (MAP #5),
35 Chery Street (Bullard & Boyden Company); John Boyden House (MAP #9; MHC #K-81), 37
Cherry Stret (Bullard & Boyden Company); the John E. Bacon House (MAP #11; MHC #K-66), 36
Cherry Strest (George Watson & Co., Keiit & Bacon, J. E. Bacon & Co, and others); the IsaacL .
Prouty House (MAP #12; MHC #K-67), 40 Cherry Street (Bacon & Prouty, and o others); and the
Tyler-Prouty House (MAP #32; MHC #K-77), 51 Cherry Srrest (Prouty Brothers). There is do the
Charies N. Prouty Carriage House (MAP #10; MHC #K-65), 28 Cherry Street (Issec Prouty & Co.),
which accompanied the no-longer-ganding mandgon of boot manufecturer Charles N. Prouty. Houses
of high-level bootworkers can dso be saen on Cherry Street.  They include the Prouty-Bacon House
(MHC #13; MHC #K-80), 39 Chery Srest, home of William B. Prouty, a "cutter” a Issec Prouty &
Co.; the John B. Starr House (MAP #46; MHC #K-73), 56 Cherry Street, home of a "bootmaker” a
Eradus Jones & Co.; the William F. Browning House (MAP #33; MHC #K-76), 53 Cherry Stredt,
home of a"cutter” a Issec Prouty & Co.; ad the John Moore House (MAP #48), 62 Cherry Stredt,

(continued)
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home of a "boamaka™" a Erastus Jones& Co.

Linden Stret

On Linden Stret are the Ralph B. Stone House (MAP #6; MHC #K-84), 11 Linden Sfreet, home of
a ghoe caze manufacturer (R. B. Stone & Co.); and the homes of bootworkers: the Bullard-Jones
House (MAP #4; MHC #K-82), 14 Linden Siret (George L. Bullard, "bootmaker™ a Dexter Bullard

& Co.); and the Mrs. M. Lyndes House (MAP #3; MHC #K-83), 12 Linden (Henry A. Lynde,
"dder" & lssec Prouty & Co.).

Ash Street

On Ash Street are the resdence of boot manufacturer William Prouty (MAP #24, MHC #K-92), 11
Ash Sirest (Prouty Brothers); and houses probably usad to house boot factory employees: the
Draper-Jones House (MAP #16; MHC #K-86), 22 Ash Stret (E. Jones & Co.); and the H. P. Stan-
Cottage (MAP #20; MHC #K-89), 8 Ash Stret (Eradtus Jones& Co.). Also on Ash Street istheM .
Dermody House (MAP #19; MHC #K-88), 10-12 Ash Strest, (owned by Mrs. M. Dermody, probably
the wife or mother of a "bootmaker” a Dexter Bullard & Co., James Dermody, who lived there).

May Street

The homes of saverd boot workers are found on May Street.  They include the Oliver J. and Rachel
B, Brewer House (MAP #44; MHC #K-102), 19 May Street (Oliver J. Brewer wes a "freer" & Erastus
Jones & Co); the John A . Walker House (MAP #43; MHC #K-101), 17 May Street (Walker was a
"cutter” a Issec Prouty & Co); and the Franklin Smith House (MAP #37; MHC #K-95), 12 May
Street (Smith was a "cutter” a Issec Prouty & Co.).

Important Families Who Lived in the East Main-Cherry Street Area

In addition to boot manufecturers and others rdated to the boot industry, other owners of homesin
this area were merchants, small businesstitien, or members of long established local families.

"Old" Families

Many of the earlier housss built in the areabdonged to members of prominent "old" Spencer families.

(continued)
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Bemis

Sevard housesin the area were owned by members of the Bemisfamily, relations of
Soencer's first settler, Samud Bemis, eg., John E. Bemis House (MAP #28; MHC #K-70),
1834-1856; David Bemis House (MAP #77; MHC #K-41), 1834-1856; Bemis-Hobbs House
(MAP #34; MHC #K-75), 1877-1884; and George Bemis. 2nd House (MAP #75; MHC
#K-60), 1891.

Watson

Severd members of the Watson family had housesin the area It gopearsthat severd houses
(the Frank B.Watson House, the Lorenzo Watson House, the Jeremiah Watson House.
and the Thomas Hersey House) on the eest end of Main Strest may have been built on
property that was pessed down to the Watsons from the Whittemore family, one of the town's
earliest landowners.

Draper

The original owner of the Draper-Jones House. James Draper (b. 1778), was aprominent
local citizen. He was Judtice of the Pesce for more than fifty years beginning in 1810. He
svad as arepresentaive of the Massachusetts Generd Court, and as State Senator. Activein
loca affairs, he hdd Spencer town offices of sdectman, assesoxr, treesurer, and town clerk.
Drgper dso wrote the Historv of Spencer (1840, revised 1860).

Busnessmen

Severd successful men in busnessesnot directly rdated to bootmaking lived inthis area For
example:

i
Both Charles S. Ayresand AurdiusG. Pease, partna's in the successful hardware business Ayres &
Peass, lived on Chery Sregt (Charles S. AyresHouse MAP #30; MHC #K-72 and Aurdius G.
Pease House. MAP #27, MHC #K-69).

The Thomas A. Prouty House (MAP #26; MHC #K-68), 1870-1877, was owned by ThomasA.
Prouty (b. 1822), a grocer who ads0 served for twenty-eight years as Judtice of the Reece and for three
years a5 atrial justice. Additionally, he sarved as Spenoer assessor, overseer of the poor, and a
member of the school committee. He wias the son of Ceapt. John Nazro Prouty, arespected local citizen
and successftil farmer. His brother was boot manufacturer Issec Lothrop Prouty. He was related to

(continued)
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sverd other Proutys who lived nearby and who were all involved in boot manufacturing.

f The Griffin-Comins House (MAP #15; MHC #K-85), 1834-1856, was owned between about 1870

i and 1898 by ThomasJ. Comins (d. 1899), a partner inthe successful Comins & Ames dry goods
busness. His partner, JamesH. Ames, d<0 lived in the areain the George W. Morse House (MAP
#40;, MHC # K-48), 1834-1856, in 1891.

1900-1946

Relatively few changes occurred in the East Main Street-Cherry  Siret areathroughout the early years
ofthe 20th century. Although a period of declining population occurred in Spencer between 1890 and
1920, it ssamsnot to have affected the town center.  This decline ssams to have been due to a loss of
occupations in agriculture and the trades, rather than to industry. During this period industry

continued to progper.  The vaue of the town's manufactures increesed and the Sze of theindustrial
work force remained deady.

As recently as 1946, the Eagt Main Stret-Cherry Street areastill retained its late 19th century
gopearance and much of its earlier demogrephic complexion. During this period, the neighborhood
remained amog entirely resdentid, athough a couple of exceptions did exist. A grocery store was

T operaed by Gilbert E. Manley & 6 May Sirest, Gilbert E. Manley Store (MAP #39A; MHC #K-38),

from the 1890'sto as recently as 1906. From about 1905 through 1919, William E. Bacon sold

automobiles from his home on Cherry Sirest fProuty-Bacon House (MAP #13; MHC #K-80). These
commercid ventures were rare for the areaand hed little visual effect on the generd residentia
gopearance of the neighborhood.

As the dhoe industry declined and finally left Soencer during the middle of the 20th century, changes
in the usesof many existing buildingstook place inthe arear During this time severd resdences,

1 mostly on Main Street, were converted to commercid use A number of large single-family houseson
Main and Cherry drestswere converted to gpartment houses after they |eft the hands of their earlier
well-to-do owners. Even the Charles N. [”routy Carriage House was converted to gpatment use
Some lots, especidly on Linden and Ash dreets, were sold off for the congmction of a few modem
housss(MAP # 1, 2, 8, 14, 17, & 21). In 1970 the grand 1879 Victorian Gothic style Charles N.
Prouty House & 26 Cherry Street was demolished when the owner was unable to maintainit.

(continued)
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Main Street and the Automobile Early 20th Century

The advent of the automobile was significant in the rebirth of long distance travel dong Main Street.
During the early 20th century the importance of Main Street was assured when it was improved as a
major automobile route, first as Massachusetts Route 5 - Ydlowstone Trail, later a8 Massachusetts
Route 20; then, finadly, as Massachuseits Route 9. Before the completion of the Route 20 southwest
cut-off in 1930, it wes part of the mainautomobile route between Boston and New York. As Route 9,
it was the major Bogton to Springfield route until the constmction of the Massachusetts Tumpike in

the 1950's. Route 9 (Main Sirest) istoday a maor automobile thoroughfare for local and regiona
traffic. .

No buildings in the Eagt Main Stregt-Charry Stret Historic District ssam to have been built
specifically for the sale or maintenance of automobiles. Such buildingswere built in the more
commercid section of Main Siregt that is included in the existing Soencer Town Center National
Regiser Historic District. Some of them still survive there today. They include severd buildings
usd for automobile-rdated purposes and a 1915 Classicd style building built s an automobile
showroom.

The Eagt Main-Cherry Street areawas amogt entirely residentia throughout its 19th- and
early-20th-century history. One resdence, however, & 39 Cherry Stredt, the Prouty-Bacon House
(MAP #13; MHC #K-80) was important in the early history of automobile salesin Spencar. Here
were located the home and budnessof William E. Bacon, the first successftil deder of automobiles in
Soencer. From 1905 to about 1919, Bacon sold automohbiles from his home. He dso offered
chauffeured automobiles for rent and provided the town's first motorized ambulance service. It is
assumed that the carriage house and a small outbuilding a the rear of the house were used for his
busness during that period. From 1919 until his early desth in 1923 a the age of forty-nine. Bacon
carried on his automobile bugnessin buildings in Spencer's busnessdistrict on Main Street.

ARCHITECTURE /

Ranging from small, one-and-a-hdf-sory cottagesto large two-and-a-half-stoty houses, the buildings
found in the Eagt Main-Cherry Strest Historic Disfrict represent avariety of mostly vemacular
expressons of popular 19th century architectural styles. Styles represented here include Federd,
Grek Revival, Gothic Revival, Itdianate, Mansard, Victorian Gothic, and Quean Anne.

(continued)
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Building Forms

Because of the essentidly vemacular nature of the buildings found in Spencer, adiscussion of the
relation of building form to style is more meaningfiil than a smple discussion of style. Popular mid-
and late-19th- century architectural styles ssen on buildings in the East Main Sfreet-Cherry Street area
ae mostly expressed in afew badc building forms. The most common forms seen here are Five-Bay,
Center-Entry; Three-Bay, Center-Entry; and Gable-Front, Sidehall-Entry. The asymmetrica plans ad
devations that were 0 much a part of late-19th-century domestic architecture in more cosmopolitan
aess were hardly used in Soenoer a@ all. Here omamenta festuresfrom late 19th century styles, such
as the Victorian Gothic and Quean Anne, were merdly applied to acogpted building forms which
presented a comparatively contained, baanced, and symmetrical gpopearance. This was tme even in the
houses of the town's wedlthiest and most prominent citizens.

|. Five-Bay, Center-Entry

This building type iswide a the front and narrow on the sdes. The earliest buildings in the Eagt
Main Sfrest-Cherry Strest Historic District are of the five-bay, center-entry type.

This building form was popular in New England from the 17th century through the middle of the 19th
century. Historically in New England, thefive-bay, center-entry form has gopeared in resdences
ranging in height from one to three-and-a-hdf dories They were single or double pile in depth.

Roofs were geble (usually gable-end rather than gable-front) or hip. Chimneys were typi caIIy either
center or paired interior.

The multiple-story versgon of this form that was popular during the Georgian and Federd periods was
an expresson of the Italian palace on which both syles were besed. That verson was popular for the
homes of prominent citizens in both urban and mral aress of New England during the 18th and early
19th centuries. An important early Soenoer resdence, the 1745 Rev. Joshua Eaton House, later known
as the Pope House (no longer standing), which sood west of the Congregationd church, was atwo-
and-a-hdf- story, center-chimney example of thisform.

Examples of this building type ssen in the Eagt Main Street-Cherry  Street Historic Disfrict are Federd,

Greek Revival, and Itdianate in style. They are all two and a half stories in height and are
double-pile. Most have paired chimneys and gebleend gable roofs. Severd have rear dlls.

(continued)
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Federal Style, Five-Bay, Center-Entry

The hip roof was the prefened roof type for Federd houses The gable roof was dso used. Details of
Federd-style buildings ae typically concentrated around the main entrance and a the eaves Federd
detailing is of dassicd derivation but is characterigicaly sim and low inrelief. A narrow frieze was
not uncommon a the eaves Eaves on houssswith a hip roof ae projecting, while on gable roofed
examples they may project on th emain facade but are dose on the gable end.  Doorframes are
commonly ofthe pilaster/architrave/comice type. Low-arched fanlightsand short sdelights were
popular dements of main entrances. Window frames may be of the plain plank type or may have a
low-relief moulded edge. Window ssgh were 9/12. Paired interior chimneys are characteristic of the
style, dthough, especidly in less stylish examples, the old center chimney often continued to be used.

Three Fedard style examples of thefive-bay, center-entry form are found inthe Eag Main
Street-Cherry  Stret Historic District.  The hip roof, popular during the Federal period, is ssen ontwo
of them - the Draper-Jones House (MAP #16; MHC #K-86), 1800-1834, 22 Ash Street, and the
Walton Livermore House (MAP #58; MHC #K-47), 1800-1834, 215 Main Strest. TheLivermore
house is included in this group because, dthough it is now seven bayswide, it was orginally built s a
five-bay, center-entry. Both the Drgper-Jones House and the Livermore House have projecting eaves
The Dragper-Jones House, the mogt highly omamented of the three houses hes a amdl frieze a the
eaves. The Smith-Watson House (MAP #59; MHC #K-46), 1800-1834, 217 Main Stredt, hes a
gable roof and the dose eavesthat ae characterigic of the gable-roof verson of the style. Its second
story windows extend to the plate, leaving no room for afrieze a the eaves It retains its slim, plain,
Federd style pilaster/architrave/comice doorframes & the front and esstem entrances. The
Draper-Jones House once had a fanlight, but now hes arectangular fransom light, inits
pilagter/architrave/comice doorframe. It retains itsoriginal short sdelights. The main entrance to the
Livermore House was replaced during the Gresk Reviva period. The Smith-Watson House and the
Draper-Jones House are the best presarved examples of these three Federd-style houses

Greek Revival-Style, Five-Bay, Center-Entry /
A magjor characteridic of the Gresk Reviva syle isthe gable-front building form that was derived
from the Gresk temple. Thisform is narrow in front and long on the ddes. Y et, for Greek Reviva

houses, in Soencar and throughout New England, the gable-front form was sometimes rejected in favor
of the older, well-accepted, five-bay, center-entry form. In these vemacular expressons of the style.

(continued)
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Gresk Revival details were applied to the older form.  Another means of adapting the new style to the
fraditional housetype was to retain the five-bay front and to put a large pediment across its width,
giving the old form the gable-front shepe of the newer style.

Gresk Revival details ssen on these adaptations of the old and new were subgtantial and weighty, as
was characterigtic of the peek period of popularity of the style (ca 1840-1860). They include
projecting eaves heavy pedimented gables or gableswith retums, widefriezesa the eaves (and often
a0 inthe gables or pediments), comer pilagters (sometimes panded), plank window frames, and
pilagter/architrave/comice doorframes. Because these buildingsare distinctly vemacular expressons of
the style, their detailing tends more toward plainness than toward the daborateness of detail that was
possible for the style.

Five-Bay, Center-Entry. Gable-End

Grek Reviva expressons of thefive-bay, center-entry type inthe Eas Main Street-Cherry  Street
Area include the David Bemis House (MAP #77; MHC #K-41), 1834-1856, 243 Main Stredt, the
George W. Morse House (MAP #40; MHC # K-48), 1834-1856, 226 Main Strest, and the
Boyce-Allen House (MAP #79; MHC #K-39), 1856-70, 249 Main Strest. They have broad eaves, ae
encircled by widefriezes,and have pediments in the gable endsand comer pilasters. A minor
variation is ssen inthe Gresk Reviva style J. Green-Charles H. Green House (MAP #80; MHC
#K-38), 1834-1856, which hes gable retums indead of pediments inits end gables Of these housss,
only the George W. Morse House hes a pilaster/ architrave/comice doorframe. The others have been
dtered. The Morse House is d0 the mogt daboratdy finished of all of these houses with its
strongly projecting detail and panded pilagters.

Five-Bay. Center-Entry, Gable-Front

An unusud vemacular combination of the traditional five-bay, center-entry form with the newer

Gresk Reviva gable-front form is ssen in the two-and-a-haf-gtory, pedimented, Greek Revival style,
Joseph W. Morse House (MAP #62; MHC #K-43), 1834-1856, 225 Main Strest. A Gresk Revival
pedimented geble extends across the width of the widefive-bayfacade.

Italianate Five-Bay, Center-Entry *
Italianate Background

The Italianate style was popular for American reddences during the mid-19th century. It continued to

be usd through the 1870's. High style examples of the Itdianate took two magjor expressons. One
wes basad on the Italian paace, as the Georgian and Federd gyles hed been. The paaceversion

(continued)
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of the styleiswide a the front and narrow on the sdes. It is symmetrica in desgn and is ssenin
ather athree-bay or afive-bay,center-entry form. The Itdianate Villa is another expresson of the
syle. It is non-rectangular and asymmetrica in gopearance, with projecting pavilions, wings, and ells,
and towers. Partly because of the familiarity of its plan, the paace verson of the Itaianate style was
the more widely popular in New England. Thiswas especidly tme in more consarvative small towns.

Italianate buildings are ssen with either a gable or ahip roof. Other characteridtic fegtures of the
dyle are broad eaves, bracketed friezes a the eaves (and in the gables), comer pilagters, round-arched
windows, doors, and porch openings, comice window and door frames (often supported on brackets),
and wide main entrances with double-leafed doors. Other popular fegtures that often accompany this
dyle are one-gory porches, one-gtory bay windows, and rooftop cupolas.

Five-Bay. Center-Entry Italianate in Spencer
Simple Version :

Ore example of afive-bay,center-entry Italianate houseis found inthe East Main Street-Cherry
Strest Higtoric District. It isthe two-and-a-half-gory, gableend Nathan Hersey House (MAP #60;
MHC #K-45), 1834-1856, 221 Main Street. Itsorigina hip roof was converted to a gable roof (ca

19007). It hes Itdianate bracketed friezes a the eaves comer pilagters, and a pilaster/architrave/
comicedoorframe.

Offset-Gabled-Pavilion

Examples of avemacular combination of the traditional two-and-a- haf-story,five-bayhouseform
and the Italianate center-gabled- pavilion form (described below) have bean identified in the Bracketed
Italianate houses a 56 and 58 Cherry Stret. The best presarved of the two is the

two-and-a-half-story. Bracketed/ Italianate-style John B. Starr House (MAP #46; MHC #K-73),
1870-1877, 56 Cherry Street.

The heart of this house is afraditional twb-and-a-hdf-story, double-pile, gebleend housewith a
srongly projecting two-story pavilion placed off-center on the main facade (occupying the second and
third of five bays) Initstrim itis similarto the center- pavilion Italianate housesthat were popular

in Spencer during the same period. Unlike other center-gabled-pavilion housesin Spencer, its pavilion
is much more strongly projecting, fimctioning more as afacadeell. It does not include an entrancein
the main facade of the pavilion. Ingead, a one-dory, threefaceted bay window occupies that place.

(continued)
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Before the early-20th century addition of the present Colonial Reviva style porch (occupying the
northwest crotch formed by the facade pavilion and the main body of the house), the enfrance was
reeched through a porch that extended the length of the west wall of the facadeell. It is unclear
what the original interior plan was and whether the main entrance was located in the main body of
the house (fourth bay) or inthe west dde of the facade pavilion.

[l. Three-bay. Center-entry

This building type iswide & the front and narow on the Sdes The three-bay, center-entry building
form hes historically been less popular than thefive-bay, center-entry type. Neverthdess it wasoften
usd in one- to two-and-a-haf-gstory buildings in Massschusdttsfrom the 17th century through the late
18th century. In Spencer, the 1774 Mason Tavem (no longer sanding on Main Street just west of the
Congregationa church) wes a two-and-a-hdf-gtory, center-chimney version of thisform.

During the mid- and late-19th century, the three-bay, center-entry form regained popularity for use in
the Italianate and Mansard yles. The tagte for this form was encoureged by popular mid-19th
century architecturd paitem books, such as The Architecture of Country Houses by A.J. Downing
(1850), The Model Architect by Samud Soan (1852), and Villas and Cottages by Calvert Vaux
(1864). Downing, Soan, and Vaux preferred the three-bay, center-entry form to the older five-bay,
center-entry. Houses of the three-bay form ae illusfrated in their books in a variety of different
dyles.

In the East Main Stregt-Cherry Street Historic Disfrict, Itdianate examples of the three-bay,
center-entry form are all two and a half gories high, double pile, with gable-end gable roofs and
paired interior chimneys. A second verson this form, seen in both Itdianate and Victorian Gothic
expressions, hes an additional cenfral facade dormer or a centra gabledpavilion on the main facade. A
third version, ssen in some Mansard style housesin the ares, festures a projecting center pavilion on
the main facadewith or without a mansard roof above it. One non-residentid Gresk Revival building
in the East Main Sirest-Cherry  Street Histbric District is a gable-front example of the three-bay,
center-entry  form. . ;

|talianate

Characteridtic Itaianate festures ssen on three-bay, center-entry examples of the style are broad eaves,
bracketed friezes a the eavesin the gables, comer pilagters, comice window and door cgps often on
brackets, round-arched window, door, and porch openings, and wide main entrances with double-leaf

doors. Projecting dements such as porches and bay windows are dso commonly ssen on Itdianate
houses.

(continued)
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Simple Verson

This verson consggsof a smple two-and-a-haf-gory rectangular body three bayswide, a
center enfrance, agable-end  roof, broad eavestrimmed with a bracketed frieze, gable
retumsand a one-gtory porch acrossthe width of the main facade. ~

Examples of this verson ssen inthe Eagt Main Sfrest-Cherry Street Historic Area are the
Henry R. Green House (MAP # 82; MHC #K-37), 1856, Itdianate, 259 Main Street, and the
Oliver J. and Rachdl B. Brewer House (MAP #44; MHC #K-102). 1870-1877, Itdianate, 19
May Street. The Green Farmhouse is the better preserved of the two and is one of the best
examples of the Itdianate syle in Spencer.

Center-Gable Verson

A more imposing version of the three-bay, center-entry form hes the dements of the smple
verson with an additional gebled dormer in the centrd bay of the main facade. There ae two
forms of this version, theflush-wall (gabled dormer) type and the gabled-pavilion type.
Examples of both types were illusfrated in architectura pattemn books of the mid-19th century.

Flush-Wall

In the flush-wall verson, the gebled dormer rises above aflush wall (no projecting pavilions)
below, as saen in the Charies S, Ayres House (MAP #30; MHC #K-72), 1870-1877,
Italianate, 54 Cheiry Street; the Bemis-Hobbs House (MAP #34; MHC #K-75), 1877-1884,
Italianate, 55 Cherry Street; the William H. Prouty House (MAP #24; MHC #K-92), 1882,
Victorian Gothic, 11 Ash Sfreet; and the John G. Avery House (MAP #76; MHC #K-42),
1882, Victorian Gothic, 241 Main Sfredt.

The Prouty and Avery housss ae late 19th century vemacular expressons of the conservative

taste of a smdl town. They are the products of the combination of a symmefrical, essentialy

Italianate, building form with the detailing of the Victorian Gothic style, which in a high style
verson would have had an asymmetrical ground plan and slhouette.

Gabled-Pavilion

Some examples of the center-gable type have have a projecting pavilion that rises a the center
of the main facadeto a gable above The Tyler-Prouty House (MAP #32; MHC #K-77),
1870-1877, Itdianate, 51 Chery Sirest; and the William W. Trail House (MAP #56),
1870-1880's, Italianate, 65 Cherry Stredt, ae examples The Tyler-Prouty House isthe best  *:
preserved and more imposing of the two.

(continued)
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Porches for the Center-GableVerson

In severd Itdianate examples of the center-gable form (the Charles S, Ayres House, the
Tyler-Prouty House, and the William W. Trail House), a one-gory porch with flanking bay
windows occupies the width of the main facade. Thisunit is composad of a one-dory porch a the
center of the main facade with athreefaceted, one-gtory bay window on ether sde of it. These
dements arejoined together a a unit and are trimmed with a bracketed frieze acrosstheir entire
width. Thisisafeature that iswidely used in housesof this date in towns neer Worcester in Cenfral
Massechusatts. Although the examples of this feature in the East Main Street-Cherry Street Historic
Didlrict are dl Itdianate, in other places its use is not limited to Itaianate-style houses.

Mansard

Examples of two-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay Mansard-style houseswith a center pavilion are illusfrated
in architectural pattembooks of the mid-19th century. 1n pattembook designs the pavilion housesan
entry porch on the ground floor.

Typica detailing used for Mansard style houses includes lacelike iron roof cresting, omamental
shingles or omamental dates inthe vertical sections of the mansard roof, heavy roof comice,
bracketed friezes, omamenta pands in the frieze areg, dormer windows with comice cgps or shgped
frames, comice window and doorcgps on brackets, round-arched windows, paired windows, and wide
main entrances with double-leaf doors. Some or all of these features may gppear on a Mansard style
house Projecting features such as pavilions, wings, dlls, porches and bay windowsare used to add
sculpturd variety and to add vertical directionto the overall design of the building.

Center-Pavilion Mansard

The center-pavilion-Mansard version of the three-bay, center-entry type is ssen intwo large Mansard
syle housesinthe Eag Main Street-Chearry Street Historic Digtrict (the Thomas A. Prouty House
(MAP #26; MHC #K-68), 1870-1877, 46 Cherry Sirest, and the Aurelius G. Peas2 House (MSP #27,
MHC #K-69), 1870-1877, 48 Cherry Stredt.

In bath of these two-and-a-half-2ory mansard roofed houses a centra pavilion projectsfr omthe center
bay. Inthe ThomasA. Prouty House, the pavilion contains an enfrance porch at the ground levd, an
endosed room a the ssoond leve, and an gpen porch a the levd of the mansard roof. The Aurélius
G. Pease House was dtered a the ground levd when the presant Colonial Revival style wraparound
porch was added around 1900. It is likdy that originally it also had an entry porch the width of the
central pavilion, smilar to that of the Prouty House Today an endosed room at the second-floor

levd extends aut over part of the roof of the present porch. This room is capped by a mansard roof.
Although bath houses are good examples of thar syles and arewdl presarved overall, the Thomas A.

(continued)
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Prouty House isthe leest dtered fromits original desgn.
Greek Revival

Gable-Front, Center-Entry

The three-bay, center-entry form was commonly used for gable-front Greek Reviva style public
buildings, such as schools, town halls, or courthouses. 1t was popular for schoolhouses. By

illustrating Gresk Reviva-gtyle buildings of the gable-front, center-entry form as modds for up-to-date
schoal buildings, mid-19th-century American publications on schoolhouse design encouraged  the
constmction of schoolhousesinthis form. The gable-front, center-entry form was relatively rarefor
resdentid buildings of the Grek Reviva syle.

There is only one example of this form inthe Eagt Main Strest-Cherry Street Disfrict. It isthe
two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, center-entry, Grek Reviva style District # 3 School House (MAP
#81;, MHC #K-7), 1856, 8 Pak Sirest. Built during the peek of popularity ofthe Gresk Revival style
in Spencer, this building hes hefty detailing that includes a facade pediment, wide frieze, panded
comer pilasters, and pilagter/architrave/comice doorframe.

IH. Gable-front. Sidehall-entry

The gable-front, sdehal-entry house form becamewidely popular in New England during the
mid-19th century with the Gresk Revival style. Thisform, derived from the ancient Greek temple, is
characterized by a narrow main facade cgoped by a gable roof.

The gable-front house form is the one most commonly ssen inthe Eagt Main Stregt-Cherry  Sfreet
Historic Disfrict. Here it ismogt often found three bays in width and is ssen in one-and-a-half-story
and two-and-a-half-story heights. 1t may gopesr as a Single rectangular body, but more often isgiven
arex ell or awing on the dde to increeseits 9ze. In this section of Spencer the gable-front,
ddehdl-entry houseis ssn inthe Gresk Revival, Gothic Revival, Itdianate, Victorian Gothic, and
Quean Anne gtyles.

One reason for the popularity of the gable-front form in the East Main Stregt-Cherry  Street Historic
Digtrict isthat there are a high proportion of Gresk Reviva style buildings here. Another isthat in
Soencer, as in other parts of Massachusdts and New England, this house type saved as the "badc
housz' form of the second half of the 19%th century. To it stylish featureswere gpplied in vemacular
expresssons of avariety of lae 19th-century gyles

(continued)
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Greek Revival Style Gable-Front. Sidehall Entry Houses

Typical omamenta festures found on Gresk Reviva housesin Soencer include, broad eaves
pedimented gables or gebles with retums, friezesa the eaves (and often aso inthe gables or
pediments), comer pilasters, plank or comice window frames, and pilaster/archifrave/comice
doorframes (oftenwith siddights and sometimes with transom lights). Projecting features such as
one-dory porches, one-gory bay windows are dso common.

Temple-Front

The Gresk Reviva reddentid form that was the dosest in gopearance to the Greek temple isknown as
the "temple-front" house It isusudly two and a half dories in height. On its main fecade isa

portico compased of the pedimented gable resting on dassica columns. Behind the portico isa
facade, usually three bays widewith a sdehdl entrance. Only the grandest housesin amid-19th "
century community were of the temple-front type. They were typically omamented with heavy
dasscd features such as an articulated frieze, weighty comer pilagters (often panded), heavy comice
window cgps on brackets, a pilaster/archifrave/comice doorframe (often with sddlights and/or a
transom light), and someatimes Classcd carved omament.

The mogt stylish, weighty, and daborate example of the Gregk Reviva style in the Eagt Main
Strest-Cherry Sfreet Higtoric Disfrict is the two and ahaf sory, temple-front, three-bay, sidehdl-entry
Tilson J. Sanderson House (MAP #63; MHC #K-6; Photo #2), 239 Main Sfreet. It is surprising that

this large and highly omamented showpiece of a housewas built in 1869-1870 after the peek of the
Gresk Revival period.

Smple Gable-Front

More often seen isa smdler Gresk Reviva style house that carries out the gable-front form of the
Gresk temple minusthe portico. Sometimes a porch may be ussd on such ahouse It istypically a
one-gory porch with Classca columns (or in later expressons of the style, jigsaw omamented posts)
often extending the fiill width of the mainfacade. It hes its ownroof and doesnot extend up to
support the main roof of the building, es doesthe temple-front version.

In this smdler, more common expresson of the gable-front, sdehal-entry form, the house is three
bays widewith the entrance in the first or third bay. The sidehdl entrance alowsfor the placement of
a dairway to the upgairs a one dde of the narrow front of the house  Houses built on thisplanin
this section of Spencer are either one-and-a-hdf or two-and-a-haf sories high. The building is

typically two piles degp and oftenhes arear ell. Someimes awing on the Sde takes the place of the
reer ell.

(continued)
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Greek Revival Style Smple Gable-Front. Sidehall-Entry Houses 1840-1860

Becaus= of the relatively late date of the development of the Eadt Main Street-Cherry Street area of
SFoencer, only afew Gresk Revival buildings found here have the fiall complement of decorative

features and the weighty detailing characterigtic of the mid-19th century pesk of the style (ca .
1840-1860).

Thee buildings retain the weighty Gresk Revival detailing characterigtic of the pegk period (wide

friezes, wide comer pilasters (often panded), heavy roof comice, heavy gable retums or heavy
pediments, and pilaster/architrave/comice doorframes (often with sideights).

Among buildings of the pesk period that retain details of subgantia quality are three smple

gable-front, sdehdl-entry housesthat are among the finest examples of the Gresk Revival style inthe
expanson area

the E. Sanderson House (MAP #66; MHC #K-51), 1834-1856, 234 Main Stret (pedimented,
two-and-a-hdf-story, and pilaster/architrave/comice doorframe with siddights); the Patrick Kelley «
House (MAP #23; MHC #K-91), 1834-1856, 9 Ash Street; and the Thomas Hersey House (MAP
#74; MHC #K-59), 1834-1856, 254 Main Street (the latter two houses both are one-and-a-hdf-gory,
with gable retums, and pilaster/architrave/comice doorframe with sddights). .

Some smple gable-front, sdehdl-entry housesthat date from this early period are notably less
subgantid in gopearance. For example, the two-and-a-hdf-story, gable-front, three-bay, sidehall-entry
Jeremiah Watson House (MAP #83; MHC #K-61; Photo #4), 1834-1856, 260 Main Stret ismore
vertica initsline and frimmer in the proportions of itsfriezes,geble retums, comer pilasters, and
pilaster/architrave/comice doorframe. The sameistme of its neighbor, the two-and-a-half-story,
gable-front, three-bay, sdehal-entry Lorenzo Watson House (MAP #84; MHC #K-62) (photo #4),
1834-1856, 266 Main Street. Thishouse has stylish Gresk Reviva details, such as the pediment front,
comer-block windows, and comer-block doorframewith an Asher Benjamin Gresk Key motif, but the
proportions of its comice and frieze ae dihimer than those characteridtic of the pesk of the style. Its
comer pilagters are hardly more than wide comer boards. The ressonsfor the differences between
these two houses and others of the same period are undear. It saarslikely, however, that they date
dos to the end of the period than the others.

Greek Revival-Style. Gable-Front. Sdehall-Entry Houses. 1870's

A diluted version of the Gresk Reviva syle continued to be very popular in Spenoar during the
1870's, when the town's residentid aress (including the East Main Stret-Cherry Street Historic
Digtrict) were expanding. For example, in middle dass neighborhoods, such as May Strest, many
houseswere built inthis syle after 1870. Gresk Reviva- style housesbuilt during this period were

(continued)
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amos dways of the gable-front type. They typically have fewer of the characteridtic details of the
style. Most commonly, the gable retums and friezewere retained. Comer pilasters were ether
abandoned or were tregted as wide comer boards sometimes dightly wider than ordinary comer
boards and sometimes given a narrow omament as a capital. 1n generd, all these details were
dimmer in proportions and were expressed as plain boards without any exfraomamentda articul ation.
Examples are

the one-and-a-hdf-story, gable-front, three-bay, sdehdl-entry Franklin Smith House (MAP #37;
MHC #K-95; Photo # 6), 1870-1877, 12 May Sredt, and the Bullard-Jones House (MAP #4; MHC
#K-82), 1877- 1884, 14 Linden Street. There are ds0 sveard two-and-a-hdf- story, gable-front,
three-bay, sdehal-entry examples the S Clapp House (MAP #36; MHC #K-94), 1877-1884, 14 May
Stret; the J. A. Walker House (MAP #43; MHC #K-101), 1870-1877, 17 May Strest; and the A.
Kittridge House (MAP #42; MHC #K-100), 1870-1877, 13 May Strest.

Greek Revival Style Gable-Front Buildings. 1880's-1890's

Extremdy simplified versons of the Gregk Reviva style were still being built in the Eag Main
Street-Cherry Stret Historic Disfrict even as late a5 the 1880's and 1890's. The James Hughes
House (MAP #53), 1884-1898, Gresk Reviva/Victorian, 72 Chery Street, hes some of the verticality
of the Victorian late 19th century inthe line of itswallsand the pitch of itsroof. Y et thislarge
two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, sdehal-entry house still is trested with the gable retums of the Greek
Revival, and atenuated Gresk Revival-stylefriezesand comer pilasters. It hes lightweight comice
window cgps and awragparound porch that are more typical of late 19th-century Victorian and Queen
Anne styles. Also like other housesin this section of Spencer built inthe 1880's, it hes ashallow
wing on one dde. There is no confusing the overal form and silhouette of this house with those of
the mid-19th century Greek Revival, but Greek Revival omamentd feetures had not died out in the

vocabulary of the ordinary house carpenter in Spencer by the 1880's 1890's when this house was
built.

Although now severdly dtered by changes/in its fenedtration and the application of subgtitute siding,
another building inthe neighborhood aso demondrates the surviva of Gresk Reviva fegtures into
the very late 19th century. The two-and-a-hdf- story, gable-front, Gilbert Manley Store (MAP
#39A; MHC #K-98; Photo #6), 4-6 May Street, was buih inthe late 1830's or early 1890's, but fiU
has the Greek Revival gable front form and gable retums.

(continued)
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The use of badc Greek Revival dements & this late date is not unique to Spencer.  Investigation of
the architecture of severd other towns in Centra Massachusetts hes shown it to be common for ssimple
houses and outbuildingsto have been built in aresdue of the Gresk Revival style s late as the

1890's. Small bams built in Massachusetts towns after the tum of the 20th century sometimes il

retain afrieze and gable retums, or gable retums done, in what was by then a nearly forgotten debt to
the Gresk Revival.

The Gable-Front. Sidehall-Entry Form Used for Other Styles

The gable-front house form entered into the vocabulary of the ordinary house carpenter during the
mid-19th century. Soon, it became the most common house form used in New England. Part of the
popularity of this form is due to the fact that it was well adgpted to the increesing dendty of growing
New England towns and cities. The gable-front house is narrow in front and long on the sSdes. For
this reason, it occupies less dreet frontage and permits the subdivision of land into long lots with
narrow frontage, allowing more housesto be built on a single dreat.

During the second half of the 19th century, the gable-front, sdehal-entry form was adgpted for use in
conjunction with a number of popular Syles other than the Gresk Revival. Invemacular expressions

of popular styles of the sscond half of the 19th century, the gable-front, sdehal-entry house was clad
in architectural dements and omament that "transformed” it into the new style. This house form was

regularly adopted even when the high-style verson of the emulaied style caled for a much more

complex form. It was typically usad in New England for styles, such as Gothic Revival, Italianate, .
Victorian Gothic, Stick Style, and Queen Aime.

Italianate Versons of the Gable-Front. Sidehall-Entry Form

High style examples of the Itdianate style gppear either inthe symmetrica-plan, two- or three-story
Italian palace form or inthe form of an asymmetrica-plan Italian villa. Characteridic Itdlianate details
include broad eaves, bracketed friezes & the eaves architrave/comice window and door caps, comer
pilagters, and roundheaded window and door openings. Certain of these features are a0 typical of the
Gresk Reviva style popular during the mid-19th century. Broad eaves friezes, architrave comice

window and door caps, and comer pilagters are among the mogt predominant features of the Greek
Revival. J

Because of the overlapping use of some of the sameomamenta  details between the two styles,
Italianate details used on the Gresk Revivd-derived gable-front, sdehdl-entry house produces a more
srongly Grek Reviva than Itdianate flavor. A more Itdianate look is achieved when distinctively
Italianate dements, such as brackets inthe frieze, round arched window or door openings, and
strongly projecting architrave/comice window and door cgps are used. Itadianate festures gopear ina

(continued)
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variety of combinations on gable-front, sdehdl-entry housesin the East Main Strest-Cherry  Street
Historic District. Some of the best examples are the following. They are all three bays wide.

the Muzzy House/Congregational Parsonage (MAP #72; MHC #K-57), 1834-1856, Gresk
Reviva/ltdianate, 248 Main Strest

This house is an example of the mixture of the Gresk Revival and Itdianate yles resulting ina
strongly Greek Revival gopearance Except for the presence of the digtinctly Italianate round-arched
gable window on the main facade with its projecting round-arched window cap, this two-and-a-half-
dory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry house could be called Gresk Revival. The Greek Reviva gopesrance is
emphaszed not only by the gable-front houseform, but aso by such details as the broad eaves with
friezes, and pandled comer pilagers - dementsthat both styles share in common.

the Isaac L . Prouty House (MAP #12; MHC #K-67), 1856-1870, Itdianate/Bracketed, 40 Cherry
Strest

The Gresk Revivd flavor of this two-and-a-hdf-story houseis given a somewhat more strongly

Italianate flair by the use of paired brackets with friezesin the eavesand low relief architrave/comice
window cgps.

the William F. Browning House (MAP #33; MHC #K-76), 1870-1877,
Italianate/Bracketed, 53 Cherry Stret

Bracketed friezes and bracketed projecting architrave/comice window cgps give a distinctively
Italianate emphasisto this two-and-a-haf-story house

The following houses all three bays wide and dtered by the unsympeathetic application of synthetic
siding, are lesswell presarved examples of gable-front, Sdehdl-entry houses adomed with Italianate
dements Mrs. Sophia C. Dyer House (MAP #31; MHC #K-78), 1870-1877, Itdianate/Bracketed, 49
Cherry Street; William G. Muzzy House(MAP #69; MHC #K-54), 1877-1884, Itdianate/ Bracketed,
242 Main Sfreet; William M. Prentice House (MAP #38, MHC #K-96), 1877-1884,
Italianate/Bracketed, 10 May Stredt.

(continued)
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Victorian Gothic Versons of the Gable-Front. Sdehall-Entry Form

A few housesthat can be called Victorian Gothic were built in Spencer between the 1870's and the
1890's. Most ae of the gable-front, Sdehdl-entry house form adomed with Victorian Gothic
omament. Unfortunately, the only well presarved example of the one-and-a-hdf-gory version is the
eaboratdy omamented George S Davis House (MAP #71; MHC #K-56), 246 Main Sfrest, Victorian
Gothic, 1877-1884. Three-bays wide, this house is notable not only for its excdlent sate of
preservation but dso for the profuseness of its omament.

Its Victorian Gothic features include a high-pitched gable roof, exposed omamentd  rafter ends in the
eaves, a Stick Style porch aorossthe width of its main facade, a sort of Gothic style Paladian window

a the center of the second leve of the main facade, afrieze a the eaves, bargeboards and openwork
gable gprons with quatrefoil motifs. In the spirit of the Victorian Gothic, it dso hes a gabled dormer
and atwo-story bay window on the west 9de. Yet the contained rectangular plan hes the reserve of
the Gresk Reviva style, from which its gable-front, sidehall- entry plan is derived.

Other examples of the small, one-and-ahdf-dory, gable-front, sdehdl-entry, Victorian Gothic house
or cottage have logt all or mog of their digtinguishingtrim. They are left with their high-pitched
gable roofs as the chief indicators of their original Victorian Gothic style. Among these houses are
two-bay examples, the Mrs. Cynthia W. Clark House (MAP #29; MHC #K-71), 1870-1877, 52
Cherry Strest; and the S Luther House (MAP #35; MHC #K-93), 1870-1877, 18 May Street. Both
have a one-story bay window in the ground-floor bay that is not occupied by the main entrance. The
Luther house still presarves itsjigsaw-cut, openwork gable goron. The three-bay H. P. Starr  Cottage
(MAP #20; MHC #K-89), 1877-1884, 8 Ash Siredt, presrves only its original Victorian Gothic-style
overdoor on brackets with jigsaw-cut pands as a suggestion of itsoriginal omament.  The larger
one-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay F. Drury House (MAP #78; MHC #K-79), 245 Main Sfreet, with a
shdlow wing on the west Sde gopears once to have bean highly omamented, but only a wraparound
porch with a repeated Gothic arch motif survives as areminder of what it might have been.

The large, two-and-a-half-gtory, three-bay, sdehdl-entry, Victorian Gothic tyle Josegph C. Grout
House (MAP #73; MHC #K-58), 1877-1884, 252 Main Stredt, is one of the best preserved housesin
the Eagt Main Stregt-Cherry Streat Historic District. Built on a T-plan with an attached bam, it is
notable for its high-pitched gables, bargeboards, jigsaw-cut openwork gable gpron, comice window
cgpson brackets, smal Pdladian window in the facade gable, and its bracketed one-gtory front porch
with chamfered pods and shgped post brackets a the main entrance,

Three similar Victorian Gothic houseswere built next to one another probably in the early 1880's.
Located & 64, 66, and 68 Cherry Stret, they are two-and-a-hdf-gory, three-bay, gable-front,
sidehdl-entry houseswith a shallow wing or pavilion on the west sde. Only one survives relatively

(continued)
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undtered. It isthe Gilbert E. Manley House (MAP #50), 1877-1884, 66 Cherry Street, now covered
in adbegos shingle.

The mogt distinguishing features of these houses are their Victorian Gothic style bargeboards, tumed .
eave brackets, and exposed rafter endsinthe eaves The Manley House dso presarves its wraparound
porch that extends acrossthe width of the main facede and around part of the west sde. It istrimmed
with bracketed eaves tepared square-section posts, and jigsaw-cut and drilled omament a the tops of

Oueen Anne Style Versions of the Gable-Front. Sidehall-Entry Form

A few Queen Anne style houssswere built a the end of the century, duringthe 1880's and 1890's.
They all ssam to have taken the gable-front, sdehall-entry form. Three Quean Anne housss survivein
the Eag Main Stret-Chearry Stret Higtoric District as well presarved examples of the style.

Essentidly rectangular in plan, these examples do, however, acknowledge the more complex plans of
tme high style Quean Anne houses by the addition of projecting bay windowsand porches.

The two-and-a-hdf-story, gable-front, sdehdl-entry Ralph B. Stone House (MAP #6; MHC #K-82),
1884-1898, 11 Linden Stredt, isthe mog high-style Quean Anne-style house in the Eagt Main-Cherry
Street arean The style and quality of the building suggest that it may have bean designed by an
architect. Despite the presence of daborate decorative dements dravn from the Quean Anneand
Colonia Reviva gyles it isaconsarvaive expresson of the syle consgtent with the consarvative
drain of building typica of Spencar. An attempt to gpproximate some of the complexity of a high
style Quean Anne plan is made by the placement of ashdlow two-and-a-hdf-gory, gabled projection
on ether of the long Sdes of the house

The two-and-a-hdf-story, two-bay, gable-front, sdehdl-entry George Bemis. 2nd House (MAP #75:
MHC #K-60), 1891, a Main and Watson Streets, is another wdl-preserved example of the Queen
Anne gyleinthe area 1t compares in the quantity and quality of its omamentd features to the Ralph
Sone House. Like other Queen  Anne-style houses in Spencer, itsform is consarvative and
essentidly rectangular.  However, a mgjor-visua feeture of the building is an daborate half-timbered,
two-story bay window that projects from the north (Main Street) Sde.

The dtered two-and-a-haf-story, three-bay, gable-front, sdehall- entry Mrs. H. E. Sibley House (MAP
#65; MHC #K-50), 1884-1898, ds0 hes gpplied shdlow projecting two-story bay windows and
pavilions and one-gdory porches which somewha disguise the essentidly rectangular form of the
building.

(continued)
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Buildersin Spencer

Higtorical research hes identified only afew of the builders or desgners of buildings inthe Eag Main
Stret-Cherry Stret Historic District. Listings of three carpenters and joiners are found on the 1870
map of Spencer in Bear's Atlas of Worcester Countv.  Since such listings were highly sdective, itis
likely that there were other carpenters working here & that time.  Listings of numerous "Carpenters
and Builders' are found in Spenoar directories from 1884 and after. Y et, the names of specific
builders have not been assodated with very many individua buildings in the Eagt Main Street-Cherry
Strest Historic District. Further research is necessary to leam more about the practice of the builder's
at in Soencar and the backgrounds and training of loca carpenters and builders.

The following men have been identified as builders of extant buildings inthe Eas Main Street-Cherry
Stret Historic District:

Pardon Howland

The name of the builder Pardon Howland (1812-1887) is assodiated with the design of the 1856
Italianate style Henry R. Green House (MAP #82, MHC #37). Howland's own house (not inthe
higtoric district), built on Fessant Stret about 1855 and still ganding today, was of a similar design.
Little is known of Howland except that he wes listed under "Carpenters and Builders' inthe Spencer
directory &s late s 1886.

Tilson J. Sanderson

Tilson J. Sanderson (1826-1897) and aMr. Livermore were credited as the builders of the 1856 Gresk
Revival styleDistrict # 3 School House (MAP #81, MHC #K-7). Nothing is known of Livermore,
but a certain amount is known of Sanderson. An 1851 de=d to the property on which his home was
built on Main Street indicates that he was dready a "housewright” a that time.  In 1856 he was the
builder of the town's first high school building, Denny Hall, desgned in the Gresk Revival/ltalianate
style by the Worcester architect Elbridge .Boyden. Sanderson was the designer of his own very grand,
temple-front, Gregk Reviva house the Tilson J. Sanderson House (MAP #63, MHC #K-6),
1869-1870. Hehes dso bean identified as the builder, about 1870, of additions to the rear of the
Henry R. Green House and of an Itdianate cupola on top of the Henry R. Green bam, together with
an extension to the bam. Other examples of his work have not bean identified, yet there must be
many. Having begun his carexr as early as 1851, he was still liged under Carpenters and Builders in
the Spencer directory es late as 1891. Since thidong period of activity coincideswith the grestest
period of Spencer's growth and the great expandon of its neighborhoods, many other yet unidentified
buildings built by him must survive.

(continued)
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William W. Trail

William W. Trail wes listed in Spencer directories in the .1880's and 1890's a5 a carpenter. I1n 1882,
and possibly as early as 1880, he was dreedy the owner of the large, Itdianate-style William W. Trail
House (MAP #56) a& 65 Chary Street. |t is possble that Trail wes the builder for houses across the
dreet from his house & 64, 66 (MAP #50), 68, and 72 Cherry Street. All four housesare of asimilar
dzeand plan and all were buih a about the sametime as Trail's house The lots for some of those
housss are known to have bdonged to Issec C. Tyler, who gopearsto have been the deveoper of that
section.  Interestingly, Trail's house is very dose in desgn to Tyler's home, the Tyler-Prouty House
(MAP #32, MHC #K-65) & 51 Cheary Strest. It is possble that Trail and Tyler were partners in this
devdopment project. Both Trail and Tyler were listed in the 1885 Spencer directory under

"Carpenters and Builders." Tyler was not listed under that heeding in successve years, dthough Trail
was.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Spenoer are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could be
sgnificant. Prehigtoric dtesin this area can be important by providing data on upland interior Stes
and the Worcester Plateau/Centrd  Massachusetts uplands in generd and how they were influenced by
other Native American regional subg stlence/sattlement trends including the coagtd lowlands to the esst
and the Connecticut River Valley to the west. Stesinthis areacan dso be used to test hypotheses
relating to the relationships of prehistoric settlement and subsgdencein different riverine drainages.
The Eag Main Stregt-Cherry Street Historic District extension locale lies near the headwaters of the
Chicopee River drainege which drains wedterly to the Connecticut River and the Thames River
drainege which flows southerly to Long Idand Sound. Prehigtoric Stesin this areamay contain data
which would engble a sudy of the extent to which these drainages influenced the socid, cultural and
economic sydams of people who inhabited this area

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic characterigics which typified life in a 19th century residentia
neighborhood which grew and progpered as adirect reault of it's association with the towns most
important industry-boot and shoe manufacturing. Archaeologica survivas of residential smctures in
the district can help recongmct the digtricts initial growth inthe 18th and early 19th centuries for
which no examples survive in the town center.  Similar remains from later 19th and 20th century
dmctures no longer extant can detail contributing membars of the district which have been removed or
demolished. Stmcturd features of existing resdences and those no longer extant can help clarify land
ue problems with specific resdences including the M. Dermody House( 1856-1870) & 10-12 Ash
Street which is presently atwo family house but may have originally been built es a single family

(continued)
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resdence. The house a 14 Ash Street does not face the Street like other nearby homes and may have
originaly been built as a cariage house or bam. Detailed andlyss of occupationd related features can
aso contribute to a better understanding of a dmctures use and the livesif it's inhabitants.
Occupationd rdated features can help identify rental properties, properties where manufacturing took
place and details rdating to the lives of the smctures inhabitants. Multi family housing was present
in the district dthough actud homeswhere this occurred ae not dways known. A similar situation
was present with boot and shoe manufacturing which aso took place in homes and adjacent
outbuildings. Resdents of the district included a variety of socid types from workers to factory
ownas. Anayssof occupationd related festures can help detail these socid differences and help
better underdand the lives of the district's inhabitants. Stmcturd remains from outbuildings can aso
hdp better underdand land use inthe digtrict by clarifying terms such as carriage house and bam and
under what circumdances they were present. Outbuildings can dso contribute to a better
underganding of the growth of boot and shoe manufacture by identifying and describing the role of
"ten footers' or samal dructures where these activitiestook place. This information can help to clarify

the evolutionary reationship between manufacturing in residentid homes outbuildings or ten footers
and actud factories.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property about 45 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place adijitional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zoe Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See (xntinuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification *
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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namef/titte Susan McDaniel Ceccacci with Betsv Friedberg, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historic Commission date June. 1996
street & number 220 Morrisey Bivd telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston ,State  MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner A
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) '

name  Multiple owners .

el Q)r GoMymber stattelephone  zip code

Papenwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate

properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the forni. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division. National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAP{fICAL DATA

UTM References

A 19 253820 4681600
B 19 253870 4681440
C 19 253500 4681220
D 19 253740 4681120
E 19 253270 4680840
F 19 253200 4681010
G 19 253380 ; 4681280
H 19 253680 4681630

Verbal Boundarv Description

See atached Assessor'sMaps# U-14, U-15, U-7, & U-6. Boundary lines follow property lines es
indicated on these magps exoent inthe caseof Lot 46,Map U-15. This property is not included inits
entirety. Here the boundaries of the higtoric district are defined in part by sone fences, rather than
property linesdone. Beginning a the northwest comer of Lot 45, Map U-15, the boundary extends
northward aong the eest 9de of Park Stret (the westem property line of Lot 46) to the northwest
comer of Lot 46 and continues dong a gone fence that mns eesward and marks the northem property
line of Lot 46. Beyond the point where the presant property line vears northeast of this fence, the
higtoric district boundary continues eesward aong this same gone fence to a point where it is
intersected by another done fence that mns southward; it then continues southward along that fence to
the northem edge of Main Strest.  From there the district boundary crossesMain Strest to the
northesst comer of Lot 53, Mgp U-6. From that point the historic district boundary follows property
boundary lines as indicated on the atached Assessor's Maps.

Boundarv Justification

The boundaries of the East Main Stret-Cherry Street Hitoric Digtrict encompassthe best-presarved
and mog historically significant portion of the eesem end of the 19th century residentia section of
Spenca’'s historictown center.  Proparties included in this area form a largely intact wholethat
reflects outstanding trends in the history and architecture of the town center and still functions as a
visualy integra part of the town center today. In generd, boundaries were established where the
overd| level of presarvation of the 19th-century neighborhood and its buildings drops off markedly.

(continued)
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Since the nomination of this areato the National Regider conditutes an expanson of the existing
Spencer Town Center National Register Higtoric Digtrict, its boundaries are contiguous with those of
the existing historicdistrict on its westem end (See Assessor's Maps U-7 and U-14).  Thecommon
boundary between the two districtsis shown on Assessor'sMaps U-14 and U-7 by a dotted line.

For the most part, boundaries of the district follow property lines of individual properties and cut
directly across stredts and rights of way to meet the property lines of adjoining properties (sse
Assesor's Maps U-14, U-7, U-15, and U-6). There is one exception to thismle.

The only boundaries not determined by existing property lines are those around the Henry R. Green
House (Lot 46, Map U-15) (MAP #82, MHC #K-37), 259 Main Sireet. Here the historic district is
bounded in part by property lines and in part by sone fences on the property. The boundaries
HHected correspond to an area of severd acres (about three and ahalf acres?) that immediatey
surrounds the house and bam. This part of the property corresponds to a major portion of the original
five acres, purchased by Henry R. Green in 1854, on which the housewes built in 1856. The acreege
within the district boundary includes the house lot; two horse pastureswhich dso contain a few gpple
trees, ariding areg; and two hay fields. This acreege formsthe wetemmogt section of thetwelve
acres that made up the property a the time of the desth of Henry R. Green. The present 145 acre
property was not included in its entirety because of the difficulty intracing the severd purchase
transactions and the precise historical uses of these outlying, presently open, fields.

(end)



Ash Street

Map# Asesor #

21

2

lis

14

U-7/96

U-7/97

U-7/77A

U-7/98

U-7/92

U-7/99

U-7/92

U-7/91

U-7/90

U-7/89

U-7/88

MHC#

K-90

K-89

K-91

K-92

K-87

K-86

K-85
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Historic Name
house

P. Kdehar Cottage

H.P. Sar House
gaege

P. Kelley House
M. Dermody House

Wm. H. Prouty House
cariage he

house
house

Drgper-Jones House

. gaage

Griffin-Comins House
cariage hse

house

Spencer, Massachusetts

Address Date
3 Ash c.1950's
5 Ash 1856-70
8 Ash 1877-84
Mo mid-20thc
9 Ash 1834-56
10-12 Ash 1856-70
11 Ash 1882
wen cl880's
14 Ash c.1870?
18 Ash c.1950's
22 Ash 1800-34
em 20thc
24 Ash 1834-56
"o cl850's?
26 Ash c.1950's

Pege 10f 9

Stvle/Arch't Resource Typ
Ranch B
Gk Rev

VictGothic Cottage

Gk Rev
Gk Rev

It Aict Gothic

Gk Rev »
Ranch B

Federd B

Gk Rev

Col Rev

Status

NC

O O O O O @]

2
OO0 g

NC
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Cherry Strest
Map# Assessor # MHC# Higtoric Name Address Date Style/Arch't Resource Typ
10 U-7/138 K-65 Prouty Carriage House 26 Cherry 1856-70, Ital/VicGoth
187 (A.P.Cutting?, 1879)
gazeho o 119 Victorian
done fence oo 18/ !
granite gair oo 1879
granite dair o 1879
cdlar hole o 18/
u U-7/136 K-66 John E. Bacon House 36 Cherry 1856-70 Mansard
"hed "o 120hc B
» U-7/135 K-67 Issec L. Prouty House 40 Cherry 1856-70 Bracketed
cariage hse "o c1856-70 Gk Rev
U-7/86 K-81 John Boyden House 37 Cherry c.1860's Mansard 'iB-
cariage hse 7 c.1870's 1
i U-7/87 K-80 Prouty-Bacon House 39 Cherry 1856-70,1880s QA Vernec
cariage hse "o ml 19th B
office * 119c? B
U-7/126 K-68 ThomesA.ProutyHoused6 Cherry 1870-77 Mansard B
cariage hse oo 1870' s Gothic vem B
U-7/100 K-79 Emery F. Sibley Hous47 Cherry 1870- 1877 Mansard °Mm.
27 U-7/125 K-69 Aurdius G.Peese Hous48 Cherry 1870-77 Mansard B
cariage he 448 12" cl870's Victorian B
3 U-7/101 K-78 Mrs. S C. Dyer House 49 Cherry 1870-1877 Bracketed B
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Cherry Strest

MaD# ASesor #

28

32

47

48

U-7/124

U-7/102

U-7/123

U-7/103

U-7/122

U-7/105

U-6/185

U-6/108 .

U-6/184

U-6/183

U-6/109

MHC#

K-70

K-77

K-71

K-76

K-72

K-75

K-73

K-74
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Historic Name Address Date Stvle/Arch't Resource Typ
John E. BemisHouse 50 Cherry 1834-56 Ck Rev

Tyler-Prouty House 51 Cherry 1870-77 Ital Bracktd

cariage he oo 1870-77 ItalBracktd

Mrs.C.W. Clark House 52 Cherry 1870-77 Gothic Ctge 1
Wm.F.Browning Hous53 Cherry 1870-77 Bracketed

cariage hse " 1870-77

Charles SAyres Housb4 Cherry 1870-77 Bracketed

cariage hse "o 1870-77 Gk Rev M
BemisHobbsHouse 56 Cherry 1877-84 Italianate B
gaage wo mid20th ¢ 1
John B. Sar House 56 Cherry 1870-77 Brktd/Ital 1
L orenzoL ivermoreHouse59 Cherry 1872-75 Gk Rev B
gaage wo em20th ¢ B
house 60 Cherry cl870-80s [tal vem

m-@ I I e zclm

house 62 Chery cl870's Gothic vem

garage o cl950's? %
house 63 Cherry m-120thc m-120thc vemacular

m@ It I m'l zclm
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Cherry Street

Map# Assesor #

49 U-6/170
56 .U-6/110
50 U-6/169
51 U-6/168
55) U-6/111
52 U-6/167
53 U-6/157
54 U-6/112
Linden Street
1 U-7/77A
% U-7/76
6 U-7/83
3 U-7/75
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Historic Name

house

Spencer, Massachusetts

Address

64 Cherry

Wm. W. Trail House 65 Cherry

garage

GilbertE.Manley House66 Cherry

house 0 J

se-Jouse
gaage

gaage
James Hughes House

tool shed

house
house

68 Cherry

69 Cherry

70 Cherry

72 Cherry

73 Cherry

2Linden

10 Linden

Raph B. StoneHouse 11 Linden

Mrs. M. Lyndes House 12 Linden

Date

1870-80's

1870-834
em20thc

1870-80's

1870s?

cl870's
1.19%Nc?

em20thc
mid20thc

1870s?

i.19thc
120thc

cl950's

cl950's

1884-98

1877-84

Page 4 of 9

Stvle/Arch't
VictVemac

[talianate

VictVemac
VictVemac

Gk Rev-Goth

ClascvVem

Gresk Rev

Grek Rev/ColRev alt

ranch
ranch

QA

VictEclect

Resource Typ

B

Status
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O

Z 0 (N

NC
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Linden Strest

Map# Assesor #

7 U-7/84
4 U-7/74
8 U-7/85
5 U-7/73
Main Street
58 U-14/90
59 U-14/91
m U-14/92
Sl U-14/93
oij 1 U-14/94
U-6/24

MHC#

K-20

K-82

K-47

K-44

K-43

K-48

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

East Main Street-Cherry Street Historic District
Spencer, Massachusatts

Historic Name Address

George F. Ladd House 13 Linden

Bullard-Jones House 14 Linden
2-ca gaege o
house ' 15 Linden

Dexter Bullard House 16 Linden

Wadton Livermore House?15 Main
cariage hse e

217 Main

Smith-Watson House
gaage

Nathan Hersey House 221 Main

house 223 Main
tool shed e

Joseph W.Morse House225 Main
cariage hse "o

George W.Morse House226 Main
cariage hee "

Date
1882-83

1877-84
cl930's

cl950's

1856-70

1800-34
m1l 19thc

1800-34
mid20thc

1834-56

cl840-70sGk
20thc. ?

1834-56
midl9thc

1834-56
midl9thc
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Stvle/Arch't
EdectClasc

GkRev

ranch ; .

Gk Rev

Federd

Federd

Italianate
Rev

Gk Rev
Gk Rev

Gk Rev

Resource Typ

B

B
B
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Status
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Main Stregt

Map# Assesor #

64

6

7$

a4

7t

Hi:A

U-6/23

U-6/22

U-6/21

U-6/41

U-14/95

U-6/40

U-15/35

U-6/39

U-15/36

U-6/38

U-15/37

MHC#

K-49

K-50

K-51

K-52

K-6

K-53

K-42

K-54

K-41

K-55

K-40
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Spencer, Massachusetts

Historic Name Address

L.G. Sone House 230 Main
cariage hse e

Mrs. HEE. Sibley House232 Main
2-car garage

E. Sandason House 234Ma|n
cariage house

Wm. E. Searies House 238Ma|n

.2cax gaage

T.J. Sandason House 239Man
cariage hse

Searles-Curtis House 240 Main
cariage hse

JG. Avery House

241 Main
tool shed "

WilliamG.Muzzy Hous=242 Main

David BemisHouse 243 Main
S B. Green House 244 Main
cariage hse v

F. Dmry House 245 Main
cariage hse

Date

1877-84
latel Othc

1884-98
mid20thc

1834-56
midlSthc

188498
m1 20thc

1870
cl870

1877-84
119hc

1883
120thc

1877-84
e20the?

1834-56

1856-70
midlSthc

1870-77
c.1870's
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Stvle/Arch't Resource Typ
VictEclect
QA
B
Gk Rev B
Gk Rev
Vict Gothic

Gk Rev (T.J. Sanderson)
Gk Rev

QA Vamec

Vict Gothic

BracktdVnac

Gk Rev

Gk Rev

VictGothic
Gothicvem
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Status
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Main Strest

Map# Assesor #

71 U-6/37
72 U-6/36
7 U-15/38
73 U-6/35
0 U-15/39
74 U-6/34
IS U-6/33
u U-15/46
U-6/55
m uv-ex
m' uess
May Strest
g~ U-7/106

MHC#

K-56

K-57

K-39

K-38

. K-59

K-60

K-37

K-61

K-62

K-63

K-93
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Spencer, M assachusetts

Higstoric Name Address
George S Davis House 246 Main
Muzzy House/ 248 Main
Congregationd Parsonage
Boyce-Allen House 249 Main
Joseph C. Grout House 252 Main

J.Green-C.H.GreemHouse253 Main

A Thomas Herssy House 254 Main

George Bamis2ndHouse?56 Main

H.R. Green House 259 Main
Jaemiah Watson House260 Main
tool shed

Lorenzo Wason House 266 Main

Frank B. Watson House270 Main
cariage house e

S Luther House 18 May

Date

1877-84

1834-56

1856-70

1877-84

1834-56

1834-56

1891

1834-56
1.20lhc
1.20thc
1834-56

1870-1884
11%hc?

1870-77

Page 7 of 9
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Style/Arch't
VictGothic

Ck Rev/ltdianate
Ck Rev
VictGothic

Ck Rev

Gk Rev

A

Bracketed(Pardon

Gk Rev

Gk Rev

VictGothic
Colonia Reviva

Resource Typ

%

/\ ] Hll

W [OWw

B
B

Howland, 1856; T.J. Sandason, 1870

Gk Rev/Vict Gothic

MAAN,

Status
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May Street

Map# Assesor # MHC# Historic Name Address Date Style/Arch't Resource Typ Sa

6 U-7/107 K-%4 S Clepp House 14 May 1877-84 GkRev

37 U-7/108 K-95 F. Smith House 12 May 1870-77 GkRev
cariage hse 4o cl870's Gk Rev .V "B

3 U-7/109 K-96 Wm. H. Prentice House10 May 1877-84 Gk Rev/Itdianate * B C

0 U-7/110 K-97 E. H. Lovell House 8 May 1884-98 VictGothic B C
e " 120th c.

PA U-7111 K-98 . G.E.Manley Houe 46 May 1884-98 Gk Rev infl B

v} U-6/1 K-99 Mrs. Sibley House 7 May 1870-77 VictEclec B

42 U-6/2 K-100 A. Kittridge House 13 May 1870-77 Gk Rev o %
gerege o cl930's o

43 U-6/3 K-101 J A.Wdker House 17 May 1870-77 Gk Rev "B ﬁ:
3-car gaage o 120thc

44 U-6/107 K-102 0.& R.B. Brewer Hou19 May 1870-77 Itaianate m g
cariage h=e " 1870s B

Park Street

I U-15/45 K-7 \ School House #3 8 Park 185%6 Gk Rev(T.J. Sanderson, B

Mr.Livermore, bidrs)
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TOTAL RESOURCES 138
16 CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 22 NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES
111 Contributing Buildings 22 Non-contributing Buildings

5 Contributing Stmctures
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The Commonwealth of Massacl SN RF A
, 5 William Francis Galvin, Secretary Of the Comm  |pr\fl(I*
Massachusetts Historical Coinmission N fVEWA -

National Register of Historic Haces . ' * * W, -- - . —
Department of the Interior , , >
National Park Service *
P.O. Box 37127 \ . , : -
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 > *
Deaxr Ms. Shull: , o /" " > I/ e ' VAN A

Endosaed please fmd the following nominationform: - " - .-

Eag Main Strest - Cherry Street Higtoric District, Spencar (Worcester County),
Massechusstts, 01562 iv

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Siete Review Board and hes been sgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-
75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

, ©K' AnnaMarie Hughes, Chairperson, Spencer Historical Commission
* William D. Ekleberry, Chairperson, Spencer Board of Selectmen
| Susan M. Ceccacci, Architectural Historian

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD; 1-800-392-6090



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

dre 18, 1996

Cad Shull Y,rS -

Kegpa

Nationd Regider of Higoric Haoes \Y/

Depatmat of theInterior
Nationd Pak Savice

P.O. Box 37127 - —v- U Nol'[ ®
Waghington, D. C. 200137127 y-. " 4
Dear Ms. Shull: e o " \
Endosd plesse find the following nomingtion form: 01 . .
Eadt Man Sret - Cheny Sregt Higoric Didrict, Soanos (Worceter County)
Measssdhusats 01562

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Boad ad hes bean Sgned by the Siate
Higoric Presarvation Officer. Ownasweare natified of pending Sate Review Board condderation 30-
75 days before the medting ad were afforded the opportunity to commant.

Snoady,

Betsy Fiedbag
Nationd Regder Director
Massachusatts Higtoricd Commisson

edoare
CC: AnnaMarie Hughes, Chairperson, Soencer Historical Commission

William D. Ekleberry, Charperson, Soencer Board of Sdectmen
Susen M. Ceccacdl, Architectural Higtorian

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



