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Description

Located i n the southern part of Bristol County the Cadnman-Wite-Handy House
Includes the threepart, sevenbay dwellingbuilt inthree stages fromca. 1710
to 1825, related out buildings andapproximately twoacres of a larger

parcel. Situated i nthe Town of Westport in the southeastern part of
Massachusetts, the property i s 500 feet west of one of the earliest crossings
of the East Branch of the Westport River. Theproperty is atthe intersection
of Hixbridge Road onthe south andDrift Road onthe east. Hixbridge Road is
an important early roadway of Od Dartmouth, a path used by Native Americans
bet ween Sakonnet Rhode I|sland and Achusnet, Massachusetts. The property i s
bound on the north andwest by woodl and, once farm andpasture |and marked by
stonewall|s. The area east andsouth of the property andbordering the roadway
is characterized by scattered |ate nineteenth andnodern residential

devel opment. The course of the East Branch of the Westport River, which flows
to Buzzards Bay, is east of the property.

Westport is a coastal town i nthe southeast corner of Massachusetts and
southwest of Cape Cod. The town, which is approximately thirteen mles |ong
and three or four mles wide, hasa deeply indented coastline formng

peni nsul as separated by the East andWst branches of the Westport River.
Bordering towns include Dartmouth to the east, of which Westport was a part
until itsseparate formation in 1787, Fall River onthe northern boundary, and
Adamsville, Tivertonandlittle Conpton, Rhode Island onthe western edge.

The Cadnan- Wit e-Handy House i s representative of devel opnent over a periodof
nore than onehundred years beginning with the time of construction1710-1715
and extending into the early 1800s when the third section was added i n 1825.
The house denonstrates the consistency of function andstructural architecture
and change i n enbellishment through the eighteenth century and early
nineteenth century. The property is reflective of the period of devel opnent
from constructionin 1710-1715 t 01911 at which time the last nenber of the
Handy famly lived i nthe house andafter which the property was altered and
served as rental property. Therelated outbuildingsandstructure date from
the md nineteenth andearly twentiethcentury andare representative of use
and function of the property.

The Cadnman- Wit e- Handy property consists of four buildingsandtwo structures
all of which are contributing to the architectural andhistorical significance
of the property. Thelong, eightbay main house is the focal point of the
conplex. Other buildingsinclude the privy/outhouse thought to date from the
md nineteenth century, a post and beamshed of the early 1800s, anda ca.
1900 garage/shed. The wellhouse andit ssweep appear to date from the md
nineteenth century. Part of the stonewall system separating the main house
from surrounding pasture andwoodl ands i s intact. Al |l buildings and
structures retain architectural andhistorical integrity andare consistent
with the evolutionaryarchitecture demonstrated by the dwelling.

(continued)
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The Cadnman- Wit e- Handy House i s a wel |l preserved exanple of an eighteenth
century dwelling which i s aresult of three periods of construction resulting
in aneightbay building. The twoandonehalf story Second Period house
retains its gable roof, twointerior chimeys, andspacing andrhythm of the
fenestration andentrance patterns. The house i s sheathed i n weathered
shingl es nost of which are replacements and has a wood shingle roof from which
protrude twosizable interior brick chimeys. The stone foundation under the
earliest part i s blocks of hiotite schist, a local stone which display
parallel layers of crystalline rock. Only the original 1710-1715 construction
and the second addition of 1825have basements, each with a separate interior
and exterior entrance. Architectural trim i s mniml andunadorned including
flat comer boards, a flat cornice, anarrow ovolo trim water tableand
slightly projecting beaded wi ndows frames with uniformsash onthe mainor
south facade and several configurations onthe north or rear elevation.

The eight bay main facade faces south and | ooks onto Hi xbridge Road. The
earliest part of the dwelling, three bays wide, i sclose tothe intersection
of Hixbridge andDrift Roads andi s the eastern nost end of the building. | t
includes twow ndow bays and an entrance door i nline with the chimey which
was an endwall of the early 1710-1715 house. I n 1730-1750 the two m ddle
bays were added t oforma traditional fivebay, twoandonehalf story Second
Period dwelling. Finally in 1825a threebay addition with interior chimey
was constructed Including three wi ndow bays. The endw ndow bay of the 1825
addition was converted to an entrance door after 1911,

The fenestration pattern of the main facade retains a sense of bal ance
although it i s not symmetrical. There are corresponding second-story bays for
each of the eight first-story bays. Al |l first-story wi ndows have

twel ve-over-twelve sash with sinmple slightly projecting surrounds.
Second-story w ndows which butt against the plain cornice board have

ei ght-over-twelve sash. The twoeighteenth century entrance bays are
identical anddisplay a detailed transitional GCeorgian/Federal designwith a
rai sed panelleddoor flanked by awide frame with fluted pilasters supporting
a pediment with dentil molding. Thefinely detailed door surrounds had been
removed i nthe 1911 updating andwere reinstalled after 1937 when M. Tripp
purchased the property. Thethird entrance bay onthe west end of the south
facade was installed after 1911 t oreplace a window bay. | tis asinple
twopart, Dutch door with no elaboration. Q1 the eastern nost corner of the
south facade i s a bul khead entrance t othe early 1710-1715 stone cellar.

The north or rear facade does not display the balance of the main facade

al though there i s arhythm fromwhich one canunderstand theincremental

devel opment of the building. The eighteenth century portion includingt he
original 1710-1715 dwelling andthe 1730-1750 addition i s articulated by the
five first-story bays onthe first floor. The center door is flanked by two
nine-over-nine windows. The three second-story bays, which are built into the

(continued)
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flat cornice nmolding have six-over-nine sash with slightly projecting sills
and frames with a sinple beaded molding. Qn the west endof the north

el evation are three bays with sinmple slightly projecting architraves and
twel ve-over-twelve firststory sash andeight-over-twelve sash on the

second-story. Qn the first story there is a simple plank door with shed roof
hood.

East and west elevations are similar in fenestration configuration withtwo
first-story windows of twelve-over-twelve sash, twosecond-story w ndows of
ei ght over twelve sash and one eightovereight w ndow in each gable peak. n

the west side there is a bul khead entrance t othe basenent under the 1825
addition.

Interior architectural features andplan are reflective of the one hundred
years over which the property was built. Thefirst section of the house built
in 1710-1715 displays First Period construction techniques including exposed
chanfered structural menbers, twoand fourpanelled doors, and aninferred
building plan simlar t ostoneenders of Rhode Island.

The second section or first addition constructed in 1730-1750 displays a
Second Period plan with Georgian style trim Wth this addition the dwelling
became a typical twoandone-half story house of a center-chimey plan.
Architectural trimfromthis period is evident in the raised field panelling
surrounding fireplaces in the hall, the keeping room (half of which was part
of the early house), and second-floor parlor, the bolection molding found as
chair rails andover sone fireplaces, andthe bold fluted pilasters flanking
the fireplace in the firstfloor parlor andthe corner cupboards in both the
first and second-story parlors. Cf interest is the remaining heavy bolection
mol ding andinterior blind or shutter tracks found in much of what was t he
Second Period dwelling. The second-floor parlor also has several finely

crafted grain painted doors, articulatingthe well-to-do circumstances of the
early owners.

The Third Period addition of 1825is characterized by its broad andspati al
hall, the larger roomdimensions, andthe Federal Style detail including the
"finely articulated pilasters andattenuated capitals supporting the mantel i n
the-dining roomas well as the central dianond shaped design onthe fireplace
panelling. Simlar matchstick detail andfluting is found in tworoons of the
second-story 1825addition. An additional Federal Style detail is the beaded
chair rails surrounding the roons of the 1825 addition.

It is interesting tonote that turn of the century alterations which were not
in keeping with the architectural periods of the house nor necessary to the
nodern day updating were renmoved after the 1937 purchase by M. & Ms. Louis

Tripp. These items included full length dormers onthe north and south

el evations, anearly full length porch onthe main facade, and Greek Revival

(continued)
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doors with sidelights. Theearlier Georgian pedimented door surrounds were
reproduced from photographs andinstalled onthe main facade.

Most of the outbuildings appear to date from the mid nineteenth century or
egarlier. Although the locationof anduseof the well indicates that i t may
date from the time of the original First Period construction the well housing
and the sweep are probably from the m d1800s. The privy or outhouse is also
thought to be of mid nineteenth century construction. A shed situated north
of the dwelling displays post andbeamconstruction andprobably dates from
the early 1800s. Theturn of the century garage is located directly behind
the house near the Drift Road entrance t othe property.

The surrounding landscape with definitive stonewalls and|ack of el aboration
is integral to the conplex andretains eighteenth century functional context.
Al though the Cadman-Wite-Handy House i s situated ona parcel which isin
excess of 31 acres, the nomnation includes the approximte two acres of
property including the house, outbuildings, andimediate surrounds. Thisi s
consistent with what could be termed the house | ot as defined by ancient
stonewalls. Theoriginal tract of land was i n excess of forty acres and was
expanded to over 100 acres by the nmi d1800s. |n nore recent years the land
has been subdivided in part for preservation.

Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites are currentlyrecorded onthe property or in the
general area (within onemile), i tis possible that sites are present. The
physical characteristicsof the district, level, well drained land surfacesi n
close proximty to the East Branch of the Westport River, oneof itstributary
streams andrel ated wetlands indicate favorable locational criteria for native
subsistence andsettlement activities. These factors conmbined with reported
shell mounds, possibly Native Anmerican, across Drift Road, towards the river
indicate a noderate to high potential for the recovery of significant
prehistoric resources.

There i s ahigh potential for locatingsignificant historic archaeol ogical
remains within the property. Controlled testing andexcavation can determne
the-location of occupational related features (trash pits, privies andwells)
whi ch nay predate those extant onthe property. In particular, notrash areas
are currently known and at | east oneadditional privy should be present
predating the md 19th century outhouse/privy nowpresent onthe property
north (to the rear) of the house. Qutbuilding remains andconstruction
features associated with original house construction andlater additions
should also be present.

(end)
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8. Statement ol Significance

Appiicable National hegister Criteria Areas of Sipntftcance -

(Mail *x" in onf* rj- more Doxes tortne criteria aualirving tne property (e nitrf caiegofiei irom Fistructions)

tor National Register iisiing.) AFCH TBJ-LRE

£ A Property is associated with events that have mace CDUINTY AANN NG AND MAHA GNEND
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[Xi C Propeny embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components laci®

individual distinction. CA. 1710-1911

Period of Significance

D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates
(Mark "x" in all trie boxes that apply.)

1710-1715
Property is: 1730-1750
« A owned by a religious institution or used for 1825

religious purposes. Significant Person
(Complete if Cnterion B is marked above)

« B removed from its original location. N/A

* C ahbirthplace o- grave. Cultural Affiliation

71 D a cemetery. N/A
« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

 F a commemorative property.

7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder

within the past 50 years. unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain tne significance ottne property on one or more continuation sneets.;

9. Major Bibliograpfiical References

Bibiiography
(Cite the Dooks. articles, and other sources used in prepanng this torm onone or more continuation sneets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
. rellmlnar detemnination of individual listing (36 BJ ric. Preservation Office
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* previously determined eligible by the National + Local government
Register e University
« designated a National Historic Landmark C Other
« recorded by Histonc American Buildings SuPi'ey Name of repository:
# Massachusetts Historical Gonmission

* recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # Ms. Heanor Tripp, Qwer
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Acreage of Propeny appr Oxi nat el y 2 acres
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(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Zone tasiino Northnc Zone Easiinc Nortmnc

U See continuation snuei

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe tne txjundanos of tne property on a continuation sheef.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the txjundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Continuation Sheets
tAaps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) inoicating the property's location.

A Sl<etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white pnolographs of the property.
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(CnecK w:tn tne SHPO or FPO tor any additional items)

Properr/ Owng
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Ms. Heanor Tripp
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Statenment of Significance

The Cadnman-Wiite-Handy House retains Itsrural residential setting at the
Intersection of Hixbridge andDrift Roads. |t is reflective of anearly

ei ghteenth t oearly nineteenth century dwelling which is Intact displaying
distinctive characteristics of the type andmethod of construction foundi n
three building periods. The house is one of the best extant local exanplesof
First and Second Period architecture. The property retains architectural and
historical integrity andis significant for the period beginning in 1710-1715
when the first part of the dwelling was constructed t 01911 throughout which
the dwelling was the home of significant Westport famlies who contributed to
local history. The property retains Integrity of location, setting, design,
association, materials, workmanship, andfeeling. The Cadrman- Wit e- Handy
House neets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and
is significant at the local Ilevel.

Westport's settlement pattern was decentralized anddispersed, inpart due to
the twowaterways, the East Branch andWst Branch of the Westport River.
Prior t othe scattered late seventeenth century white settlements, there were
Native Anmerican settlements near the twobranches of the Westport River.
Following the King Phillips Var In the 1670s there were a nunber of houses
built at Head of Westport andsouth of this location along Drift Road. Mbst
of the early settlers were religious nonconform sts. Baptists and Quakers,
from Aqui dneck Island i n Rhode |sland andfrom the northeast parts of Cape
Cod.  Throughout nost of the eighteenth century Westport, then part of O d
Dartmouth, was a pastoral agricultural community. At about the time of
separate incorporationin 1787, Westport Point became the site of anactive
fishing I'ndustry which devel oped into whaling In the early 1800s. MWhaling
reached |t speak in 1850s. Wth the sharp decline of the whaling industry
following the discovery of petroleum Westport returned t oitsagricultural
roots with the exception of the growing cotton Industry, the Westport Cotton
Manufacturing GConpany, established I n 1812, In the late nineteenth andearly
twentieth century there were limted resort devel opment and suburban

devel opment of workers' cottages for those enployed i n nearby Fall River.

Westport, part of O d Dartnmouth, was seiparately Incorporated i n 1787 and
received additional lands from Dartnmouth up t 01805with the final bounds

bet ween Dartmouth and Westport determined in 1828. The boundary dispute

bet ween Massachusetts and Rhode |sland i n 1861 resulted in land addedt o
Westport. The boundary between Westport andFall River onthe north was not
finalized until 1894.  Population figures were not availableuntil 1787 at the
time of the separate incorporation. The population grew slowy but steadily
and unlike other Massachusetts communities had a small percentage of foreign
bom wuntil the t umof the century. The first meeting houses were built by
the Quakers, one before 1761 and a second one established in 1766 at Central
Village, located south of Head of Westport In the vicinity of the

(continued)



Dnitd Stam D«o«rtm«nt of the intertor
Nationd Pane Sarvioe

National Register o Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet H. uH M

Gadnan- Wi te- Haindy House

Véstport (Bristol Gounty)
Section nunber | Page i Massachusett s

Cadnman- Wil t e- Handy House. The first town house was built in 1789 soon after
separate incorporation. By 1830 there were five nmeetinghouses, and ten
schools in Westport. Only the Friends meetinghouse at Central Village,
rebuilt In 1818, survives.

In 1694 GCeorge Cadman from Portsnmouth, Rhode |sland reconfirmed his ownership
of Westport land including that on Hixbridge Road, purchased in 1687 and that
on which he lived on the Rhode Island Wy an east west route three mles north
of Hixbridge Road. In 1710 Cadman sold ferry sites and a then extant ferry to
the Hx family, who later built the first bridge at the crossing just east of
Cadnan' s Hi xbridge Road property. |In 1716, after buildingon his land at

Hi xbridge and Drift Roads, Cadman sold a | ot west of his property to the
Quakers for a meeting house.

The First Period dwelling was built between 1710 and 1715, possibly at the
time of the marriage of Cadman's daughter, Elizabeth to WlliamWhite, also a
land speculator. W IlliamWhite Jr. owned the property after his grandfather
CGeorge Cadnan and was responsible for the first addition between 1730 and
1750. W lliamWite Jr. was a blacksmth by trade and |ike his grandfather
and father participatedin land deals between 1740 and 1770.

The property passed from the White fam |y when fourth generation nenber,
Humphrey White, sold to Ir." EI'l Handy i n 1794 Dr. Eli Handy (1764-1812),
local physician, and his wife Mary lived In the house until Handy's death in
1812 at which time the property passed to their son Janmes Harvey Handy
(1792-1868) also a physician. Dr. Handy purchased 56 acres Including Hix's
Bridge and the toll bridge business to add to the 63 acres belonging to the
house. Handy married Hope White, a descendant of the Cadmans and Whites.
Handy's diaries shed |ight on operations of the farm during his lifetime as
wel |l as his medical practice. There was a substantial "barter" system or
“I'nkl nd" payment for medical treatment, the items of paynent which are
recorded in the diaries. Wen Handy died in 1868 the house passed to Handy's
sister Hannah who |ived there until her death in 1911,

From !l 911 when Abbott Smith purchased the property until 1937 the house
-underwent a nunber of changes including the construction-of full length
dormers on the north and south facades and the additionof a full length porch
on the main facade at which time the well detailed Georgian entry surrounds
were renoved. Smith had planned to run an Inn, however. |t never opened and
the property had various tenants only during Smth's absentee ownership.

The purchase of the property in 1937 by M. and Ms. Louis Tripp played a
determning role In the preservation of the dwelling. The meticulous and
detailed reversal of adverse changes was begun by the Tripps when they
purchased the property in 1937 and carried to the fullest extent when they
permanently moved to Westport in 1948 followingM. Tripp's retirement. The

(continued)
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attention t ocorrect detail | s displayed by theway i nwhich the doors and
surrounds were recreated from pre 1911 photographs using a magnifying glasst o
count the dentil Increments I nthe pediment. | nrecent years Ms. Tripp
discovered attic boards i nthe last additionwith the 1825date on newspapers
under the boards, thus confirmng the date of construction of the Third Period
addition. Besides restoringthehouse Ms. Tripp hascontinued t ocollect
docurments pertaining the property andt opurchase nany itens that belongedt o
the Wiite-Handy familieswhen living i nthis unusual dwelling.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation | nWestport are poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites i nthis area canbe Inportant
in docunmenting the effects of sealevel rise during the prehistoric period.
Native Americans subsistence andsettlement patterns i nthis area underwent a
change through times from anearly inland riverine focus t othat of a marine
related ecosystemduring the Late Archaic/Wodland period. Any sites which
survive i nthis area can help docunent these changes through time as well as
provide nore general information onprehistoric settlement subsistence i n the
West port/ Dartnmouth | ocal e.

Historic archaeological rer[ialns described above have the potential for
providing detailedinformation onthe changing social cultural andeconomnic
patterns that characterized eighteenth andnineteenth century growth in Od
Dartmouth and Westport. Careful analysis of occupational related features can
provide Information onwell connected andsocially active residents who are
reported to have played a major role I nthe comunities econonic andsoci al
cultural growth. Archaeological features associated with house construction
can help provide nore precise dates of construction fordifferent portions of
the house and links between stylistic functional elements of the house and
documentary evidence. | na general sense, analysis of archaeol ogical data
from t he Cadnman-Wlte-Handy House nay provide data t ofurther understandt he
differences or simlarities between non-conformsts, (largely Baptistsand
Quakers) i nthe Westport area and mai nstream Congregationalists i nPlymouth.

(end)
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10. Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries for the purposes of the National Register Nom nation
enconpasses approxi mtely a tw acre housel ot defined by stonewalls
surrounding the house at the intersection of Hixbridge and Drift Roads.

Referring to Assessor's Plat #54, Lot 41, the boundaries begin at the
northwest comer of Hixbridge Road and Drift Road and extends approximtely
290 feet west to a stone wall at which point the boundary turns ina northerly
direction extending for 350 feet nmore or less to another stone wall
Intersection. At this northwest point the boundary extends easterly for 220
feet nore or less to Drift Road and turns i na southerlydirection to parallel
Drift Road for approximtely 330 feet.

10. Boundairy Justification

The approximate two acres bordered by Hixbridge and Drift Roads on the south
and east sides and stone walls on the north and west sides forma natural
housel ot. Although-the property presently includes over 30 acres, i t does not
resemble i t searly configuration. Furthernmore the acreage changed frequently
-due to the high level of |and exchange activity engaged In by the first three
owners. Also the significance of the house i s not dependent upon agricultural
history thus the acreage does not contribute to an understanding of the

devel opment of the property.

Phot ographs - | ndex
1.  South Facade, Main Facade Looking North, Northwest.
2.  South Facade from 1911-1937.

3. South Facade - Detail of Second Period Entrance Surround

(continued)
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4. North Facade, Rear Looking South, Southeast.

5. North Facade from 1911-1937.

6. First Floor Hall - 1710-1715 Original Construction.

7. Second Floor Hall Chanber - 1710-1715 Original Construction.

8. Second Floor Hall Chanmber - Detail of First Period Chanfered Gunstock
Post and Brace.

9. Second Floor Stairhall - 1710-1715 First Period Construction

10.  First Floor Parlor - 1730-1750 Second Period Addition - Detail of Corner
Cupboard.

11.  First Floor Parlor - 1730-1750 Second Period Addition - Detail of Raised
Field Panelling andFluted Pilasters.

12.  First Floor Keeping Room- First and Second Period Construction.

13.  Second Floor Parlor -.1730-1750 Second Period Addition.

14, Second Floor Parlor - 1730-1750 Second Period - Detail of Corner
Cupboard.

15.  Stone Foundation and Steps - 1710-1715 Original Construction of Cellar.

16. Kitchen - 1825 Addition.

17.  First Floor Dining Room- 1825 Addition.

S.  First Floor Stair Hall - 1710-1715 First Period Construction.

19James J. Handy (1792-1868) Portrait.
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Postcard pho.tograph-showing the "Cadman-White-Handy 'HauS'e',",
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May 19, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear M. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nom nation form

Cadnman- Wi t e- Handy House, 202 Hi xbridge Road, Westport (Bristol County),
Massachusetts 02791.

The nom nation was voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunityto conment. W request expidited review of this
nom nation.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg I
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

encl osure

cc. Ms. Eleanor Tripp
Ri chard Wertz, Chairman, Wesport Historical Conm ssion
Gretchen Schuler, Preservation Consultant
Francois A Napert, Chairman, Westport Board of Selectmnen

Mas.sachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, M assachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



