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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shoal Creek Baptisf Church consists of a single log pen which
measurés 30 feet by 36 feet and rests on native rock piers.

Walls are of hewn longleaf pinelogs and the corners are secured with
full dovetail notching. The walls are 10 feet in height and there is
no ceiling. Cracks between the logs are covered with pine ' boards which
are fastened with square nails. The first wooden floor is 1 inch by
6 inches rough boards, but in more recent years a 1 x 4 inch tongue and
groove floor has been laid on top of it. ’

Each wall, except the east wall, has a single door located in the
center. The doors are made of pine boards, which are fastened with square
nails. Originally the doors were hung by hand made, iron hinges, but these
were replaced by strap metal hinges. The east wall has two shuttered
windows. These shutters, like the doors are also made of pine board.

The gable on the south end has been covered with weatherboarding.
Each of the gables had a single framed window opening with pine board
shutters. The south windows opening now has a six pane window sash.

The roof which was originally covered with pine shingles is now
galvanized metal on 2 x 4 inch rafters.

Original split pine log benches were mounted on pegs, but the church
still contains a number of early American pine pews which were constructed
with square nails.

Logs and materials which have had to be replaced over the years
have been constructed by local labor with local materials.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Shoal Creek Baptist Church is one of the few remaining hand split
and hand hewn pine log church buildings in the State. As one of only
two community buildings in the area, the structure served a variety
of purposes, doubling as a public school and meeting place and consequently
played a significant role in the social, educational and religious
activities of this predominately rural area.

The ¢lyrch, was constructed between the years 1885 and 1890 and was
one of two $imilar buildings in the area. The first building, erected
about 1845 and burned about 1935, was also used for a school and church.
Most of the commmity joined in construction of the surviving building
and the four corners were notched by local citizens William Elija Holley,
Joe Mayo, W. W. Thompson and Bill Holley. .

During the summer after the crops were brought in and before the
cotton picking season, the building was used for a singing school where
the young people of the community got their formal music lessons and learned
Sacred Harp and gospel music.

It is evident that church services were abandoned about 1914 or 1915
as the last minutes are dated September 6, 1914. Some time following the
apparent break up of the congregation members, their descendants and
friends began meeting once a year for a Sacred Harp singing. In recent
years the Sacred Harp meeting was moved from the fourth Sunday in August
to Labor Day. This group of former members and friends assumed ownership
and maintenance of the church building and grounds.

In the 1930's the U. S. Department of Agriculture acquired all
surrounding lands in the area and established the Talladega National Forest.
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County Records, Cleburne County Courthouse, Heflin, Alabama.

Interview with William R. Corn, U. S. Forest Service.
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