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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kennedy - Worthington Blocks area series of three five-story buildings | o-
cated on theeast side of Main Street between Worthington and Tayl or Streets,
several blocks north of themain comrercial district of downtown Springfield,
..The urban setting of thebuildings i scomprised of four tosix-story brick
comrercial structures with frontage on Main Street and t he adjacent side streets.
The property directly east of theblock, thesite of theformer Poli Theater,

is used as a parking lot.

The Kennedy Block i slocated at t hesoutheast corner of Main and Taylor Streets.
It dates from 1874, when t hepresent building was designed t oreplace an 1860
structure which was danaged by fire. The building retains thesize and massing
O theearlier structure. | tisarectangular five-story brick block with a flat
roof. | ti scapped by a wooden cornicesupported by ribbed brackets alternating
with nolded panels. A narrow molding with a bank of triangles runs beneath t he
bracketts.

The Kennedy Block i sfifteen bays wide and fourteenbays deep. The bays of the
facade aregrouped into alternating units of three and one. At thesecond, third
and fourth stories, thecenter bays i neach group of three areframed by decorated
brickwork consisting of a recessed brick cross, above and bel ow which thereare
single projecting brick rows. At thefifth story, themotif uses a projecting
brick rowframed above and bil ow by a recessed square. The fenestration is re-
gular, consisting of segmental | y-arched wi ndows with smoth, grey stone lintels
and rough-hewn brownstone sills. The lintels follow t heshape of the arched

wi ndows and have straight upper edges at t hesecond and third floors. The lin-
tels on theupper twostories arepointed i nshape. The wi ndows all have single
lights. The original first floor storefronts have been replaced by a series of
nodern gl ass and al umi num storefronts with oversized metal signboards.

The north elevation has fourteen, regularly-spaced bays. The westernnmost nine
bays have arched openings capped by narrow stone lintels with a straight upper
edge and small returns. The five rear bays have rectangul ar openings and straight
lintels of rough-hewn stone. The entire ground floor elevation has been replaced
by twentieth century storefronts.

The Worthington Building stands at t henortheast corner of Main and Worthington
Streets and i sseparated fromt he Kennedy Bl ock by a narrow alley which now con-
tains a one-story shop. | tisafive-story brick structure with a flat roof and

a stucco and cast stone facade. This classical facade was designed i n1914 by
E.C and G C Gardner. The rest of thebuilding dates from 1879, when a four-
story mansard bl ock designed by George Potter i n1872was rebuilt as a five-story
structure. The seven bay northernhalf of thebuilding WBS & &d at t he sane ti me.
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The building facade i sten bays wide and i scapped by a parapet decorated with
rosettes and recessed panels. Above the fourth floor is astringcourse and an
ovolo molding with anegg and dart motif. Awprojecting string course also sep-
arates the second atid third stories. Thesouthern three bays areheavily deco-
rated with stone detailing. Thefirst and third bays have four story pilasters
with floral capitals, capped byelliptical arches with scrolled brackets as key-
st ODes. Each arch encloses a three-w ndow bay. Bet ween themis a two-w ndow

bay with a sem-circular arched panel above thefourth story opening. I n all
three bays, carved panels with a diamond motif arelocated below the fourth story
openings. Carved panels with swags and | eaf motifs decorate the surfaces above
the second story openings and between the three bays.

The main building entrance i slocated in the center of the facade, in the southern-
nost bay of t he 1879 addition. Theentrance is framed by rusticated stone col ums
with simple floral capitals, and marble three-foot bases. Theentrance i s capped

- by a segnented pedi nent decorated with floral carvings and a medallion in its apex.
Carved lettering oneach side of the entrance reads "The Worthington Building. "
Above t heentrance, the second story triple window is framed by a cornice with
scrolled brackets. Decorated panels with geometric designs frane the base of the
openings. Therest of the fenestration in the addition consists of seven regular-
| y-spaced openings set in ablind segnental arcade at the fourth story. The fifth
story openings have segmental arched heads and segmental nmoul di ngs above. All of
the wi ndows, excet)t those which havecheen removed, have one-over-one wood sash.

The first floor storefronts have been Altered considerably in the twentieth cen-
tury. Only twoof the original cast iron colums arestill intact.

The south elevation is six bays long. The bays areregularly spaced and have a
blind segmental arcade and carved georaetric panels at the fourth story, andcarved

A wags and | eaf motifs between the second story openings which have crossed frames.
The storefrongs have been altered extensively.

The Worthington Street Block (174 - 190 Worthington Street) wasoriginally a three-
story mansard addition t othe block onMiin Street, | n1888, the building was re-
designed as a five-story brick block bythe promnent local architect Frederick
Newran. The brick facade is divided into four vertical sections byfive pilasters
which end inwide fluted brackets at the cornice line. The wooden cornice consists
of these wide brackets with intermediate noulded sections each decorated with

four small carved brackets. Below the fifth story, twostone courses run the width
of the building.
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The end sections of thefacade are each two bays wide with round-arched w ndows

at thefourth story which have nulti-pane transoms above paired one-over-one |ights.
The four one-over-one lights at thefifth story have segmental arched openings.

The two central sections of thefacade are each four bays wide with segmental

arched one-over-one |ights capped by recessed wooden panels at thefourth story,

and round arched one-over-one l|ights at thefifth story. All of thesecond and
third story openings have rough-hewn straight stone lintels and sills. The third
story windows are also capped by recessed panels. The original cast iron store-
fronts have been altered by twentieth century modernizations.

The east elevation i sa deteriorated party wall with no architectural merit. To
the rear of thestructure i sa one-story brick addition, also lacking i nany archi-
tectural significance.

Al three buildings arei ntheprocess of being adaptively recycled for mxed
residential/commercial wuee.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kgnnedy-Worthington Blocks possess integrity of location, design, setting, mat-
erials, workmanship, feeling and association. The only alterations are twentieth-
century storefronts. The Buildings areassociated with events that have nade a sig-
nificant contribution tothecity's history, they areassociatedwith thelife of a
prom nent person; and t hebuildings enbody distinctive characteristics of a type,
period and nmethod of construction typical of Springfield s North Blocks manufacturing
district.

The Kennedy-Worthington Blocks aresignificant for themgjor role they placed i n the
devel opment of t heNorth Blocks as a comercial section of downtown Springfield. The
bui l di ngs were developed i nthe 1860's and 70's by Enerson Wght, a prom nent local

busi nessman and politician. The Worthington Bl ocks housed both the Springfield Daily
News and t he Daily Union during the 1880's as well as mpjor local manufacturing conpan-
ies snch as Morgan Envel ope Conpany and t heR H Smith Manufacturing Conpany. Architec-
turally, these blocks areanong t hefinest exanples of thelarge manufacturing buildings
which conprised theNorth Blocks during its nost significant period.

The devel opment of Springfield' s North Blocks i nthe 1860's and 1870's provi ded an
opportunity for many small manufacturers and tradesmen t oestablish themselves i n
close proximty t otheBoston and Albany and Springfield-Hartford Railroads at the
aree*s northernedge. Conpletion of these tworailroads i nthe 1840's marked Spring-
fieldls role as "the Crossroads of New England." Land i nthis vicinity was drained,
streets were laid out, and small brick frame shops were biiiilt. By the 1870's real
estate values had risen and t hesmal |l buildings were replaced with four and five-story
brick warehouses which were leased t oa variety of small businesses. This concept of
providing incubator space t osmall conpanies was carried on throughout the greater
part of thearea's history and enabled many of today's large and local businesses to
get a start.

Emerson W ght played an inmportant role i ntheinitial devel opment of t heNorth Bl ocks.
H first settled i nthearea i n1849 as a wood-sawer and by 1853 was living i na double
house on t hesite of thepresent Worthington Block. Wthinthenext iroRiity years he
acquired theentire block and built thethree buildings which still remain. Wght was
a paraplegicas aresult of atrain accident i n1853. But his handicap did not inter-
fere with his business and political careers. Wght was an incorporator andthe first
president of t heMrgan Envel ope Conpany, a director of the Second National Bank, t he
Springfield Envelope Conpany and t helnproved Dwelling Association. H was also a
prom nent local politician. He served i ntheMssachusetts House of Representativesi n
1870-71, and as a Springfield Alderman i n1872-1873. A strong Republican, Wght was
elected Mayor of Springfield for four successive terms during theyears 1875-1878.
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H was anrather unpopul ar Mayor because of his fiscal retrenchment policies. The
recession of the md-1870's left real estate crushed by a trenendous tax burden.
Wght's strong personality and conservative policies enabled the city to recover
from the econom c recession.

The Kennedy Bl ock, originally known as the W kinson and W ght Block, was the first
block inthe area described by the Springfield Republican of January 6, 1874 as:

"The great square of business and manufacturing buildings fronting on Main Street and
built by Emerson Wght." The building was originally four stories high, ornanmented
with brackets and divided intw by a party wall. W H W/ kinson owied the northern
half and the southern half was owned by Enerson Wght. W Ikinsonws engaged in the
manufacture and whol esaling of harnesses and saddlery, and he enployed up to 100

| aborers inhis shop. A fire on January 6, 1874 alnost entirely destroyed the W1 kinson
and Wght Block. | twas rebuilt within the next year as the present five-story brick
block. In 1879, W ght bought out W H W/ kinson, thereby acquiring full ownership
of the prosperous real estate. The building continued to house a variety of small
busi nesses until 1917 when Kennedy's, a men's clothnng store, becare the prime comrer-
cial tenant. Kennedy's was the anchor tenant until the early 1970's when the store
was cl osed.

The Worthington Building and the Worthington Street Block were originally designed by
George Potter in 1872. The 1888 Daily Union fire inthe fifth floor of the Main Street
bl ock destroyed nost of the original building and took the lives of nine newspaper em
pl oyees. The disastrousfire caused a public outrage and played a major role in ex-
panding the city's fire-fighting equipment to include aerial |adders fromthis time.
Another fire in 1893 in the dendower Hotel across Worthington Street caused major
damage to the facade of Wght's Worthington Street Block,

ftmong the early tenants of Wght's Blocks were the Daily Union and Daily News, the Mor-
gan Envel ope Conpany and the R H Smith Manufacturing Conpany. The Daily Union |eased
space i nthe Main Street Block from 1883-1889. The Daily News, which was founded in
1880 by Charles and Edward Bellamy, as the first one cent daily paper inthe city, was
also a prime tenant during the 1880's.

The Morgan Envel ope Conpany was housed in the Wght Blocks fromitsfounding i n 1872
until 1834 when i troved to larger facilities. Morgan Envel ope i s an exanple of the
"incubator" concept W ght supported. The conpany |ater becare the present day US
Envel ope Conpany which still maintains a hone office in Springfield.

Another tenant. The R H Smith Manufacturing Conpany occupied space in the Worthington
Building from 1873 until the late 1890's, The conpany manufactured printing stanps and
introduced the metal-bodied rubber stanp to the industry. | twas recognized as the

| argest factory of its kind inthe nation and the oldest inNw England.
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The Kennedy and Worthington Blocks aresignificant exanples of thearchitectural quality
of thelaanufacturing buildings i ntheNorth Blocks. Except for later storefront modifi-
cations, thebuilding facades arenearly unaltered fromtheir original appearance. The
fine detailing i ntheKennedy and Worthington Street Blocks and t henore elaborate
classical decoration and stucco facade of t heWrthington Building enrich thevisual
character of theNorth Blocks and enhance t hebuilding's historical roles i nthe devel op-
ment of this downtown area.
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The North Blocks of Springfield are defined by the railroad on the north border,
Interstate 91 on the west the Quadrangl e-Mattoon and Court Square Historic Districts
(both National Register) on the south, and an urban renewal area on the east.

It was once a cohesive t umof the century cornnercial/manufacturing area dependent
on the proximty of the Boston and Al bany and Springfield-Hartford Railroads.
However maj or twentiethcentury alteration and demolition has |ed t oa high nunber
of both infill or inappropriately treatedbuildings and vacant |ots which precludes
its treatment as a district. An intensivesurvey recentlyconducted i nthe area

has tentatively identified approximtely a dozen individual structures and

five small districts which appear t oneet the criteria for listing inthe Register.

The Kennedy-Wrthington Blocks is amjor structure fronting on Main Street

and incorporates portions of sone of the ol dest remaining buildingsinthe area.
Architecturally they remain one of the nost finely detailed and | east altered

bl ocks, rivaled by only twoor three others inquality andnone i n size and inpact.
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