
/ 

FormNo 10-300 ~l\e>~ · '0·1 t.) PH ~ ~ " lf {) ? {J 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
. INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Roselawn 
AND/ OR COMMON 1 1 

{'I~ l..~.S::. .... 
Collier-Barnett~ 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Collier Lee Road 7/10 mile south of Highway 88 
CITY. TOWN 

Altheimer X VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Arkansas 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X.BUILDING(S) ::K._PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DowNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Thomas C. Barnett 
STREET & NUMBER 

3600 Cherry Street 
CITY. TOWN 

CODE 

05 

STATUS 

X OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
XYES: RESTRICTED 

- YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

Pine Bluff _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Jefferson County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

1800 East Harding 
CITY. TOWN 

Pine Bluff 

0REPRESENTATIONIN EXISTING SURVEYS . 
TITLE 

DATE 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 
COUNTY CODE 

Jefferson 069 -

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_MILITARY _OTHER : 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Collier-Barnett House is a single-story frame structure built between 
1870 and 1888. The roof is gabled. The main body of the house is 
rectangular with a projection to the front (east) and one to the rear. 

The east projection contains a bay window whose three parts are separated 
by capitaled pilasters. Above this bay is an ornate and delicately 
carved attic vent and bargeboards. A porch runs from the east bay 
across the front and then down the south side. Windows opening onto 
the porch are four-over-six, floor to ceiling. Porch doors are four 
paneled. Both windows and doors are faced with interior-type ogee trim 
and have baseboards. 

The rear (west) projection has a shed porch on its north side. This 
porch is now screened. 

The house has a wide freize board and the gable ends are articulated 
with returns. Windows other than on the porch, have four-over-four 
lights and pedirnented window heads. 

The interior of the house is in good condition. Ceilings are fourteen 
feet tall. The original trim is still in plac~ and the baseboards 
measure 14 1/2 inches. There are four mantels in the house which are 
paneled. 

The only additions which have been -made are the extension of the front 
porch in 1922 and the construction of a bathroom with modern plumbing 
on the southwest side of the house. Due to the composition of the 
long windows opening to the porch and a matching window on the south 
side -of the east -- projection, it would seem that the original porch 
was as wide as the east projection and did not turn the southeast 
corner. Porch posts have been replaced with brick piers. 
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PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1 499 

_ 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 

_ 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1870-1888 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Collier-Barnett House, located near Altheime~, Arkansas, is one ,9f 
the few remaining old plantation :hbmes rin Jeff~~s-on co\irit:Y. ' It is 
significant in its association with the Collier family who were 
prosperous farmers in the area. Architecturally the house is a good 
example of one of the finer one-story homes built in the 1870's and 
1880's. The Collier-Barnett House is in much its original condition 
and is considered a local landmark. 

The house is located in the northeast quarter of Section 3, Township 
5 South, Range 8 West. This land has apparently been in the hands 
of the Collier-Barnett family since 1856. 

Nelson J. Phillips, an early settler of Jefferson County, owned about 700 
acres in Section 3, Township 5 South, Range 8 West and Section 34 and 35, 
Township 4 South, Range 8 West. Phillips died between February 14 and 
April 10, 1855, and his wife, _Minervq. Jane Phillips, was appointed admin­
istratrix of his estat~. ' rn:· october, 'lass, Mrs.' Phillips petitioned the · ·· 
Probate Court to permit her to sell the land. Although a deed could not 
be found, ;ne s~urce said Charles E. Collier' bought 'th~· lan'd from the 
Phillips estate. Collier assessed and paid taxes on the land in 1857. 
On May 20, 1869, Asa Shelton, who was serving as truste~ f~r the Phillips 
heirs, deeded the land to Thomas Henry Collier. 

Born in Madison County, Alabama, on April 21, 1837, Thomas Henry Collier 
was the son of Charles E. and Elizabeth Stuart Collier according to his 
obituary in the Pine Bluff Daily Graphic. T. H. Collier is said to have 
come to Arkansas and settled near Altheimer in 1859. During the Civil 
War, Collier served in Captain OWens Company of the 18th Arkansas 
Regiment. After the war, he returned to Arkansas and resumed farming. 
The deed covering the Collier-Barnett House described it as "being all 
the land embraced in the plantation on which laid Thomas H. Collier 
resided from the year 1855 to 69, inclusive." 

Mrs. Tom Phillips, a pioneer resident of the neighborhood, said Nelson 
Phillips had a log cabin on the present site of the house. After Collier 
acquired the farm, he lived in the cabin for a time. He married Edna 
Jordan Jones, the daughter of Dr. Samuel J. Jones, whose land adjoined 
the Collier plantation, on April 1, 1868. The couple's first child, 
Thomas J. Collier, was born in the log cabin on July 18, 1870. 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
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The present house was built some time between 1870 and 1880. Their 
youngest child, Elizabeth, was born in the house on June 28, 1884. 

MAY 2 3 1978 

Elizabeth Collier married Richard Stuart Barnett on March 18, 1905, in 
Little Rock. She inherited the home from her father when he died on 
January 11, 1919. She left it to her youngest son, Thomas Collier 
Barnett, when she died on March 9, 1975. 

The house was built in the "dog-trot" tradition with a long hall running 
through the center of the structure. Because it was a finer home, the 
hall was enclosed instead of being left open as was the case in many 
less expensive houses. 

The Collier-Barnett House has four bedrooms, a dining room, kitchen, 
parlor, bath and the large hallway which was converted into a sitting 
room. All of the rooms have fireplaces except the parlor and bath. 
Four of the original mantels are still in place. The ceilings are 14 
feet tall and the baseboards are 18 inches wide. The original doors 
and windows are still in the house. 

At one time a landscape designer from Memphis, Tennessee, was employed 
to lay out the grounds of the home. He designed walkways in a figure 
eight on the front lawn of the house with boxwood planted for borders. 
Five magnolias were included in the plan and a rose garden filled one 
of the circles. Although the walks are now covered and the roses are 
no longer there, some of the boxwood remain. Two stones from the old 
grist mill and T. H. Collier's hitching post are on the front lawn. 
A small building used as a privy is in the backyard and the old smoke­
house still stands in back of the main house. The cotton house which 
was part of the old gin is west of the main house. 

1. Deed Book J-2, Jeff erson County land records, p. 121. 
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Herndon, Dallas T., Centennial History of Arkansas, (Chicago, The S. J. 
Clarke Publishing Company, 1922) Vol 2, p. 729. 

Statement, Mrs. Thomas Collier Barnett, personal interview, October 20, 1977. 

. 

. 



Attention: Heriberto Brito 

Attached is a more precise legal land description of 
the Collier-Barnett House, Jefferson County, Arkansas. 

If you need additional information, please call me. 

Thanks, 

Sandra Taylor Smith 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
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North 264 ft. of south 462 ft. of W~ E~ - S~ NW NE NE of Section 3 Township 5 
South Range 8 West.~ 
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ARKANSAS HIST C 

PRESERVATION P~i GRA\fiCEWED 
Suite 500, Continental Building, Ma I} and ~ft~ti}. B 19"79 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telepho e; (501) 371-2763 

November 4, 1977 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Barnett 
3600 Cherry Street 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

·· 1 1917 

Re: Collier-Barnett House 
Altheimer, Jefferson County 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Barnett: 

Th,~ staff of the Arkar.::;a::; Historic Preservation °:rog:r:a~ is preparing a Naticn'll 
Register nomination for the above captioned property -:·Thich will be presented 
to the Arkansas State RevieH Committee at their December meeting. lf approved 
the nomination \•Till be submitted to the National Register office i~ Washington 
for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings, 
objects and districts from all across the country that are \vorthy of preservation. 
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places on obligation on a priva·te 
owner. It does, however, . provide protection through co:nm3nt by the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed 
projects that might affect a National Register property. 

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of v1hich Section 2124 
refers to tax incentives for his-t:oric pYoperties. Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination 
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign 
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. He would 
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination o:f 
this property. If we do not hear from you \vi thin 30 days your approval \vill 
be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

~ o .. -\.. /G- c.LA. c~ G~.Jo o c0 c._.t Q 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above prope~ty 
to the Nationa l Regis·ter of His·toric Places. 

-V-
Yes No 

Com.rnen ts : Wu t(AV ~~.:~~ bf.ICJL-.~114' . 
1hw. . e!li~ ~~----=~~--=--

Date Signature 

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE: 
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/~~~A{58 .s#~.:r cr/'/c:Z. 
(l?o/./ -:}?l-Z?63 

/ /f!XIt/~;;~ ~ t:2J/l~£?2!: /&a 5£ .S:.!M/7 ~ 
()~ &/ 17/f;£ 0~ ~,;6~£, 

ff/tL C(;l _,ff.,;f. P. h ;}/?&) 

TITLE OFFICE 

} 

I J , 
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Roselawn 

ARKANSAS 

MAY 2 3 1978 
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Altheimer vicinity 
Jefferson County 
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Honorable Dale Bumpers 
Honorable Kaneaster Hodges 
Honorable Ray Thornton 

Mott/bjr - 6/5/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ma. Anne Bartley 
Acting Director, Arkanaas Historic 

Preservation PJ:ogram 
Suite 500, Continental BuUdin& 
Markham and Main Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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