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The original outbuildings, including a well house, smokehouse, barn 
and the small cabin where the Boyd family lived during construction 
of their brick house, have been removed. The house rests on its 
original site, a tree-covered corner near downtown Lonoke. The Boyd 
House is i n excellent condition and is well cared for by its present 
owners . 
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The Boyd House in Lonoke, Arkansas, was constructed over one hundred years 
ago. When built by Thomas Sloan Boyd in the early 1870's this two-
storey residence was the only brick house in the community. Its con­
tinued presence in thi Arkansas railroad town has made it an important 
historic landmark in the surrounding community . 

Thomas Sloan Boyd, who personally supervised and assisted in the con­
struction of his home, was born in North Carolina in 1827 . About 1850 
he moved to Arkansas with his family and settled in the Lonoke County 
community of Brownsville. Though educated for the ministry, he spent his 
career farming in Lonoke County. In 1863 Boyd volunteered for service 
with the Confederate Army. Along with his friend James P. Eagle, later 
Governor of Arkansas, Boyd served in Company D, Second Regiment, Arkansas 
Mounted Rifles. 

Following the early death of his first wife, T. S. Boyd married Mattie 
Eagle in 1867. Miss Eagle was the younger sister of Governor James P. 
Eagle. In 1869 the Boyd's purchased the land on which they planned to 
build their home. This consisted of Block 11 in the Hicks and Reynolds 
Survey. Their 1869 purchase was prior to the time when the City of Lonoke 
was incorporated and made the county seat. 

During construction of the Boyd House in the early 1870's, the family 
lived in a log cabin on the rear of their lot. Most of the materials 
from which the house was built were taken from the Boyd farm near Lonoke. 
Bricks used in the thirteen-inch walls were made from clay on the Boyd 
farm. The interior woodwork, pine floors and walnut mantel pieces were 
made from trees on the Boyd farm. In late ·1874 or early 1875 the family 
was able to move into their new home. 

The Boyd House has always been one of the most impressive residences in 
Lonoke. The two-storey solid brick house has a two-storey front portico 
suppor~ed by four square brick columns. A small balcony projects above 
th~ ma1n entry. The T-shaped structure has eight fireplaces, three of 
w~1ch still have their original walnut mantels carved by Mr . Boyd. The 
s1mple style of the house reflects both the tastes and abilities of the 
gentleman farmer who built the structure. 
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The only mortgage ever placed on the house was executed in 1879. In 
that year the Boyds, along with several other Lonoke families, mortgaged 
their house to raise money to build the first public school in the 
community. The school district later repaid the Boyds and other families 
who had loaned money for construction of the school. 

Following Mr. Boyd's death in 1894, his widow continued to reside in the 
house until her death in 1913. At that time the house passed to one of 
the Boyd's seven children, Mrs. Prudence Boyd Barton, who remodeled the 
lower floor of the house. Mrs. Barton later passed the house on to her 
daughter, Mrs. Natalie Barton Bransford Norbury. In 1936 Mrs. Norbury 
had the brick house £ainted as .. a protective measure. Since that time 
the pink brick has always been painted white. 

For over one hundred years the Boyd House property was owned by a member 
of the Boyd family. T. S. Boyd and his descendants made their large 
horne a useful part of the Lonoke community. In the 1880's the Boyd 
family kept children through the week who attended the new school but 
lived too far away to travel from horne to school every day. In later 
years s .ll.o a: n Boyd'sdaughter, Mrs. Barton, , was one of the many Lonoke 
hostesses who agreed to house workmen building the nearby Eberts Air 
Field during World War I. 

Architecturally, the Boyd House expresses a simple provincial Arkansas 
style. Designed and built by T. S. Boyd, the house displays the tastes 
of a well-to-do Arkansas farmer in the 1870's. Boyd's abilities as a 
carpenter are also reflected in the con s truction of the house. As 
Lonoke's oldest brick residence and the horne of an early and prominent 
family, the Boyd House is one of the city's most important historic 
landmarks. 
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