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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mt. Tenjo overlooks Apra Harbor and is reached via Navy Housing, Nimitz
Hill to Mt. Alutom radio transmitters, turning off onto an improved jeep
trail for about one mile, at the sharp right turn take unimproved jeep trail
south to Mt. Tenjo. The gun emplacement is located on the west slope just
below the crest.

Field observation located the concrete pads and the mountings for the three
. seven-inch guns. The concrete shell of the command station is still
standing but overgrown. The trench is still discernable. 'All are remains
~of the military fortifications constructed in the 1920's. No other
defenses were constructed on Mt. Tenjo except for trenches and foxholes

by the Japanese in 1944 of which shallow depressions still exist.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the late 1910's the U.S. Navy installed gun emplacements consisting of a battery

of three seven-inch pedestal mount guns with associated structures composed of underground
magazine, battery command station, and a trench.
1915 military reconnaissance of Guam by Earl H. Ellis which recommended that in the
vicinity of the harbor the best site for a stronghold was Mt. Tenjo.
.. .the land defenses should consist of:... A stronghold on Mt. Tenjo, consisting of a
closed redoubt, with overhead cover, and advanced trenches to dispute the approaches to
the plateau on which the peak is situated and to resist the advance over the plateau; two
2.7" guns to be mounted on the west face of the redoubt so as to cover the harbor (these
guns will have strong natural protection and, with overhead cover, would be reasonably
sure of action until the redoubt is captured); the redoubt to be garrisoned by 300 to 400

men and have the following armament:
and a field wireless.
to be provided.

These were built as a result of the

The report suggests

four 3" landing guns, 12 machine guns, 2 searchlights
A reserve of water and supplies for 100 days and garrison utilities
The defense above outlined was not intended to hold out for any definite
length of time but to hold out as long as possible.

If a garrison of 1200 men with extra
armament is provided, the Orote Isthmus line can be strongly held, especially if 300 men
~ are placed in the Tenjo Redoubt (to be sacrificed)."

Similarly, gun 5 were located on the western end of Cabras Island and at Orote Point.
However, as a result of the 1922 Washington Conference on Arms Limitation, all the guns

including those on Mt. Tenjo were removed from Guam between July and October 1931.

However

the existing remains on Mt. Tenjo are the only pre-World War IT American fortifications
left on Guam,

On July 21, 1978 the Americans commenced landing at Asan and Agat to liberate Guam from the

Japanese during World War II.
beacheads and secure the heights by taking Mt. Tenjo.

The immediate objective was to link up the two separate
On the afternoon of July 23rd, while

advancing toward Orote Peninsula, the 22nd Marines received Japanese artillery fire from

Mt. Tenjo and adjacent Mount Alutom and Mount Chachao.

The Japanese had Mt. Tenjo

organized as a strong point of resistance supported by the other mountains.

Finally, on the morning of July 28, Company A 305th Infantry approaching from Agat to the

south, moved toward Mt. Tenjo.
Mt. Tenjo at 0815.
retirement.
up with 3rd Batallion, 9th Marines, who had the same day taken Mount Chachao.

They encountered only occasional sniping and occupied
The Japanese had retreated earlier toward the north in their general

Shortly thereafter, 3rd Batallion, 305th moved north and immediately linked

Thus after

eight days of fighting, the northern and southern beacheads were joined.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Mount Tenjo Fortifications consists of the summit of Mount Tenjo whlch is a
level two-acre plateau -
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