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One of three notable women's academles established in 19th
century Georgia, Lucy Cobb Institute consists of an entire city
block and is the site of two notable structuress(l)Lucy Cobb:
Institute, the original structure built in 1858, and (2) Seney-
Stovall Chapel, built 1882-1885. Mature oaks and spreading mag-
nolias shade the grounds which through the years of the Insti- |
tute's operation provided an opportunity for relaxation from
studies to girls from many of the leading families of Georgia
and elsewhere, The main bullding is still in use for faculty
offices by the Unliversity while the chapel has been allowed to
fall into disrepalr. At this time the University is considerin
several plans for the use of these structures which would pro-
vide for their restorationes
E%gx Cobb Ingtitute: Frederick Nichols has stated that the de-
sign of this structure "suggests the vigor with which all archi-
tectural problems were attacked in the decades immediately be-
fore the Civil War." This comment was in response to the triple
Regency gables and the broad 100 foot expanse of the cast-iron |
verandah which contribute so much to the structure's character,
Constructed of gtucco over brick, the main body of this struec-
ture rises two stories above a ground-level basement with a
third story, topped with Regeney gable, above the central por-
tion of the building. The verandah, on the level above the base-
ment, is reached by a broad flight of wooden steps. On the
verandah, the main entrance is Greek Revival with lights above
and on the sides of the door while the pllasters supporting an
entablature are detailed with an anthemion motif. Entablatures
are over all main floor windows and all windows, with the ex-
ception of those opening onto the verandah which are twelve-
over-twelve, are six-over-six. There is a one-story porch on
the rear wi%h wooderd post supports with a flight of steps to the

ground level. Seney-Stovall gnagelz This orange=-red brick
structure is basicly octagonal shapes The eight-sided struc-|
ture rises two stories above a ground-level basement and is
crowned with an elght-sided conical roof with brackets under the
c¢ornices.. A section of the front "side" of the octagon projeets
outward several feet and rises above the roof line of the whole,
topped with a gable. Here the main entrance is protected with aﬁ
one-story gingerbread porch, Twin staircases to the ground leve
have been removed. Opposite the entrance, at the rear "side" of]
the octagon, a wing projeets to house stage, dressing rooms, aid
storage areas, The remaining six sides of the octagon feature an
arrangement of three vertical windows, side-by-side, extending
from just above the main floor level up to the cornices, The
upper 4 of these window openings feature wood paneling with a
ralsed design. The lower three quarters of the openings contain
three sashes of four lights eache. A brick stringcourse surroundsg
the octagon whose sides feature a recessed panel, leaving the
corners of the octagon to appear as pilasters. The interior of
Lucy Cobb Institute, while originally plain, has been modified

for office use, The interior of the Chapel, featuring a balcony
above the main floor, will require extensive restoration for usq.
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Entitled, "Female Education in Athens," and signed by
“mother™, an article appearing in the<Sogtgern Banner in 1854
stated that "the female mind is susceptable to the highest
state of cultivation," and pleaded for the establishmemt of an
advanced educational facility for girls in Athense. This served
as the impetus for the establishment of Lucy Cobb Institute,
immediately interesting General T. R.Re Cobb and other Axheniang.
Through their efforts, $25,000 was immediately raised and a
Joint Stock Company was created with subscriptions being paid
in 1857 and 1858, Land for the school was purchased from the
University, a building was erected in 1858, and classes began
in January 1859, Luey, one of General Cobb!s daughters had
died of scarlet fever in 1858 and the school was named in her
memorye

In 1880, Miss Millie Rutherford began an association with
the school, iasting for 48 years, when she became prineipal,

In this period of years, she served as principal, teacher,
president, and director. Under her administration the school
grew and prospered while she authored several textbooks and
acquired a nationwide reputation for her lectures in support of
the Southern Cause. In addition, she organized a campaign to
secure funds for a much needed chapel building. She asked
students to write personal appeals to prominefnt philanthropists
for ald and Miss Nellie Stovall, of Athens, chose George I,
Seney of New York to receive her lettere. ﬁr.-Seney generously
responded with a check for $10,000 and this with local funds
constructed a chapel, designed by Athens architect We W. Thomas,
which was dedicated for use in 1 85 ‘ e

Due to financial difficulties, the school closed in 1931
and was later deeded to the University., Today, it symbolizes
& high standard of achievement in the education of 19th century
women and the contributions which they made to society., Notabl
alwmae Include Caroline Patterson, first woman graduate of
Mercer Universityjs Moina Michael, originator of Poppy Day in
memory of World War I casualtlesj Mrs., Emily White Fleming,
founded or the Fredericksburg, Vae. association for the preser=-
vation of historic sites; Mary Lyndon, first Dean of Women of
the University of Georgia; and many otherse Together Lucy
Cobb Institute (the original building) and Seney-Stovall Chapel

represent a netable educational achievement and serve not only |,
aspa fanémarﬁ but as a valuable component of Athens! environmgﬁ:ﬁ
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Athens-Clarke Heritage Foundation . ~June 2, 1971
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Georgia 13

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 heréby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and-certify that it has been f &
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /{MU]L/ 4
4 L (Bsnnsalle,

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
o v the Nationat Fark Servi om Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefervati
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