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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

The Ocean Spray Hotel (originally the Carol Arms Hotel but renamed by 1939), located at 4130 Collins 
Avenue, was constructed in 1936. The style of the building combines characteristics of both the Art Moderne 
and International styles. The seven-story building has 54 rooms and four apartments and overlooks Collins 
Avenue near the northern end of a strip of the roadway that features numerous hotel and apartment structures. 
The main facade includes the type of vertical and horizontal banding combined with low relief elements that 
were hallmarks of Moderne architecture and the sparse cubic planning of the early International style. The 
exterior decorative elements are confined to the main facade. The exterior walls are stuccoed. Distinctive 
bands of metal frame windows are found on the main facade, including those that wrap around the corners. 
These are also typical of the period.

SETTING

The city of Miami Beach comprises a main island approximately seven miles long and a number of 
smaller, natural and manmade islands. It is bounded on the west by Biscayne Bay, on the east by the Atlantic 
Ocean, on the north by the city of Surfside, and on the south and west by Government Cut and Biscayne Bay. 
The legal city limits include approximately seven square miles of land and nine square miles of water. Miami 
Beach has a total water frontage of 52.8 miles, including 7.4 miles of ocean, 10.5 miles along the Bay, 18.9 
miles of island frontage and 16 miles rimming inland waterways. The climate of Miami Beach is subtropical 
and is influenced strongly by its nearness to the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf Stream. Its proximity to the 
Caribbean and South America, combined with its Spanish-speaking culture, excellent transportation facilities, 
and varied entertainment attractions, has made Miami Beach one of the most popular tourist destinations in the 
world. 1 The city of almost 100,000 residents offers visitors traditional sandy beach and maritime activities 
along with the attractions that have sprung from the refurbished Art Deco Historic District. From cafes, clubs, 
and shopping along South Beach's Ocean Drive, Lincoln Road, and Washington Avenue, to the international 
hotels and restaurants of Collins Avenue and Middle Beach, Miami Beach offers a wide variety of amenities to 
enjoy. The Ocean Spray Hotel is found at the northern range of Collins Avenue, at the intersection of West 41st 
Street, across the street from Biscayne Bay and a block west of the beachfront. It stands in the midst of other 
hotels and commercial buildings.2

The locally designated Collins Waterfront Historic District, in which the Ocean Spray Hotel is located, 
is a two-mile long isthmus containing a cohesive collection of historic buildings dating from c. 1922-1954 and 
non-historic buildings dating to approximately 1968. The northern and southern boundaries of the district

1 H. Michael Raley, Linda G. Polansky and Aristides J. Millas, Old Miami Beach, A Case Study in Historic Preservation July 1976- 
July 1980, (Miami Beach: Miami Design Preservation League, 1994), p. 3.
2 The City of Miami Beach, Statistical Abstract 2000. (Miami Beach: Community Development Department, n.d.), p. 3.
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coincide with John Collins' original Oceanfront Subdivision filed in 1916, situated between Collins Park at 
22nd Street and the mansions of "Millionaires Row" north of 44th Street. Since its inception, this subdivision 
has been developed almost exclusively as an area of multi-unit residential buildings (apartments and hotels) for 
upper middle class tourists and residents. At its center runs Collins Avenue. Geographically, this is a 
waterfront district on three sides, with the Atlantic Ocean to the east, Indian Creek on the west, and Lake 
Pancoast and the Collins Canal at the southern end. No property in the district is more than two blocks from a 
body of water and the vast majority are within one block.

DESCRIPTION

Exterior

The Ocean Spray Hotel is a seven-story, concrete block and stressed concrete frame building whose 
exterior walls have been surfaced with stucco and painted in a combination of sea and spring greens, pale 
yellow, and white (Photo 1). The main facade overlooks North Collins Avenue on the east and is bounded on 
the north by Northeast 42nd Avenue, also known as Arthur Godfrey Road, on the west by a narrow alley 
separating the hotel from the three-story building at 4121 Indian Creek Drive (constructed 1937), and on the 
south by an easement separating the hotel from the large residential condominium building at 4122 Collins 
Avenue (constructed 1980). The Ocean Spray lies one block west of the Atlantic Ocean beach, which can be 
accessed by either 41st or 42nd Street. Directly across Collins Avenue from the Ocean Spray is the high-rise 
King Richard Condominium (constructed 1981) that prevents a direct view of the sandy beach from the hotel. 
The main entrance to the hotel (Photos 2-3) is accessed by a short flight of concrete steps leading from the 
sidewalk bordering Collins Avenue to a raised patio at the front of the hotel. The patio, or terrace, is bordered 
by a masonry wall and surfaced with terrazzo. The slightly recessed main entrance porch lies in the center of 
the facade at the rear of the patio. Above the porch is a faceted marquee (Photos 4-5) bearing the name and 
address of the hotel. The entranceway contains a glass and aluminum double door with a narrow transom light 
recessed in a shallow alcove. Flanking the entrance alcove are two wall sconce light fixtures, and above the 
center of the alcove is the street address of the hotel executed in brass numbers.

The first story of the hotel rises to mezzanine level to allow for the height of the lobby ceiling on the 
interior of the building. The main facade is divided into three main bays. At ground level the entrance bay is 
separated from the two corner window bays by wide and shallow columns, or piers, that extend vertically to the 
roof parapet. The upper stories are separated by the columns into three bays of aluminum frame windows, the 
outer ones wrapping around the corners of the buildings. The spandrels separating the upper stories (Photo 6) 
are decorated with three-part horizontal bands that traverse the width of the facade and wrap around the corners 
of the building to the depth of the outer window bays. Fleur-de-lis decorations, executed in low relief are found 
both in the center of the entrance marquee and in the center spandrel of the seventh floor. The surface of the 
spandrels of the center bay of the hotel features vertical scoring. In the frieze area of the central bay just above
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the seventh story windows is low relief decoration consisting of three vertical rectangular panels that feature 
round disks of various sizes, also executed in bas-relief. Above the frieze, the otherwise plain parapet that 
surrounds the flat roof of the building is pierced by rectangular holes.

The west elevation of the Ocean Spray repeats the window treatment of the corner windows of the main 
facade from the second to the seventh stories; however, the rear wall is a plain-stuccoed surface with windows 
that light the internal rear stairway and some of the bathrooms of the guest rooms. A service entrance and two 
windows that illuminate a service area in the basement of the building mark the grade level. The side elevations 
are likewise plain, marked by rows of multi-light windows that illuminate the guest rooms and single windows 
that provide natural light for the bathrooms. On top of the flat roof is the elevator penthouse containing the 
machinery that operates the elevator that conveys the guests to their rooms. There is no separate service 
elevator.

Interior

The first floor of the interior of the Ocean Spray Hotel consists of a lobby and reception area (Photos 7- 
15), a small dining area (Photo 16) where the hotel's guests can eat a "continental" breakfast of cereals, bagels, 
sweet rolls, coffee, orange juice, and milk. The hotel does not have kitchen facilities that could serve a formal 
restaurant. A central corridor (Photos 17-19) leads to the elevator, management offices, conference rooms, and 
mechanical/electrical rooms. The upper floors are all similar to one another. The elevator opens onto a small 
lobby connected to a central corridor (Photo 20) that provides access to the guest rooms (Photos 21-25), each of 
which features a bathroom and a closet area. At the rear end of the hall is another small lobby where one finds 
the staircase that connects all of the floors and also leads to the roof. Although much of the historical divisions 
of the guest areas have been maintained, all of the fixtures and finishes have been completely upgraded, with 
new central air conditioning and heating ducts, new lighting fixtures, and modern bathroom appliances.
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SUMMARY

The Ocean Spray Hotel, built as the Carol Arms Hotel in 1936 and renamed by 1939, is significant at the 
local level under Criterion A in the area of Entertainment/Recreation for its role in the development of tourism 
in Miami Beach during the period from c. 1925 to c. 1954. Architect Martin L. Hampton, who produced the 
designs for a number of buildings in Dade County and elsewhere in Florida, some of which are listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, designed the building. The Ocean Spray Hotel is one of six buildings 
designed by him that survive within the locally designated Collins Waterfront District and elsewhere in the city 
of Miami Beach. The construction of the Ocean Spray Hotel represents a shift in emphasis in tourism in Miami 
Beach from catering to wealthy patrons to reaching out to members of the middle class. This change would 
help reinvigorate the tourist economy of the city during the 1930s and have profound effects on the 
demographic character of the community by the 1950s. The Ocean Spray Hotel is also significant under 
Criterion C for its design by Hampton that combines characteristics of the Moderne and International styles. It 
was among the first of such buildings to anticipate the characteristics of modern hotel design that would arise in 
the 1940s and 1950s. The Ocean Spray is one of 112 contributing buildings within the city of Miami Beach's 
Collins Waterfront Historic District, which was locally designated in 2001.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Pioneers. Henry Flagler and John Collins

In 1870, a group of investors led by Henry and Charles Lum bought 165 acres of land for 75 cents an 
acre in the Miami area for the purpose of planting coconut trees for the commercial production of coconuts. 
The beach area at the time was largely a collection of small islands with sand beaches on the ocean side, dense 
palmetto growth in the middle, and mangrove swamps joining them on the bay side. Charles Lum built the first 
house on Miami Beach at the site of the present Tides Hotel at 12th Street and Ocean Drive. By 1894, the 
coconut venture had failed so the Lums moved away, leaving much of their property in the hands of John Stiles 
Collins, a wealthy Quaker farmer from New Jersey.

The next stage in the development of Miami Beach began with the arrival of Henry Flagler's East Coast 
Railway in 1896. Henry Morrison Flagler (1830-1912) made his fortune as a partner in the Standard Oil 
Company and became interested in developing Florida's railroad system during a visit to St. Augustine in 1883. 
In 1885, he began to create a system of railroads and tourist hotel venues along the east coast of Florida, 
creating towns and prompting real estate development as he moved farther south. The rail line arrived in Miami 
in 1896, and the settlement was formally incorporated. Collins arrived to see his property in the same year, and 
by 1907 the community extended from what is now 14th Street to 67th Street. Collins, who was living in a

Raley et al, Old Miami Beach. A Case Study in Historic Preservation July 1976-Julv 1980. p. 5.
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Miami hotel, planted fruit trees and vegetables on the island, commuting by boat, since there was no land 
connection to the mainland. Collins constructed a dock and erected a few small dwellings for tenant farmers 
who oversaw his plantation operations.4 His cultivation of the land proved successful. Hiring predominantly 
black workers, Collins tamed the swamp, producing mangoes, avocados, tomatoes, and potatoes. Collins 
eventually became the sole owner of five miles of land between the Atlantic Ocean and Biscayne Bay—roughly 
50 blocks of modern-day Miami Beach.5

The Promoter, Carl Fisher

Collins was joined in Florida by his sons Arthur, Lester, and Irving, and by his daughter Katherine and 
her husband, Thomas J. Pancoast. Collins was not interested in tourism, but other members of his family saw 
the future of Miami Beach as a "Tourist Mecca" and convinced Collins to build a bridge linking the island with 
the mainland, thereby opening the beach to traffic and enhancing its real estate value. To build their new 
"Atlantic City," the family founded the Miami Beach Improvement Company. This appears to be the first 
official use of the term "Miami Beach," even before the town was incorporated. Construction on the bridge in 
1912, triggered a flurry of real estate activity and the land was soon advertised as "a veritable Treasure 
Island...and winter play ground for the masses." Money for construction of the bridge, however, ran short, with 
half of it still to be built. Carl Fisher, an Indiana auto parts mogul, came to the rescue, giving Collins $50,000 
for completion of the project in exchange for 200 acres of beachfront property. With Fisher's money, Collins 
finished his bridge on June 12, 1913, nearly a year after the project had begun. To remain competitive in the 
developing region, Collins and his son-in-law built a hotel. Collins never lost his interest in his avocado and 
mango groves, but the agricultural roots of Miami and Miami Beach would not last much longer. When John 
Collins died on February 11, 1928, Miami bore little resemblance to the wild swamp he had tamed little more 
than two decades before.6

The true creator of Miami Beach was Carl Fisher. Born in 1874 in Greensburg, Indiana, Fisher quit 
school at age 12 and five years later opened a bicycle shop in Indianapolis. A successful entrepreneur, Fisher 
made millions in 1909 after he sold his Prest-O-Lite automobile headlamp business to Union Carbide. Fisher 
loved speed and broke a record in 1904, driving his automobile two miles in 2.02 minutes around a track. As 
much as he loved speed, he loved publicity and gimmicks even more. In 1911, after his Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway failed to attract large crowds, he initiated his 500 mile auto race and drew more than 80,000 people 
to a race promoted as "the greatest spectacle in sports."7

4 Ibid.
5 "John Collins," PBS Online/WGBH, 1999-2000, p. 1., http://pbs.org/wgbh/miami/peopleevents/
pande02.html.
6 Ibid.,p.2.
7 "Carl Fisher," PBS Online/WGBH, 1999-2000, p. 1., http://pbs.org/wgbh/miami/peopleevents/
pande03.html.
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Soon Miami Beach caught Fisher's eye. Foreseeing the impact of the automobile on American life, he 
was instrumental in the construction of the first transcontinental highway, the Lincoln Highway, from New 
York to San Francisco in 1913. People questioned his next project, the Dixie Highway. What need could there 
be for a highway running from Indiana through the Deep South and terminating in Miami Beach? Fisher could 
not convince people of the value of Florida real estate. Even when he tried giving land away in the late 1910s, 
he had no takers—until a U.S. president and an elephant came along. Gimmicks, which Fisher relied upon from 
time to time, would propel him to success. 8

Fisher had acquired a baby elephant named Rosie who was a favorite with newspaper photographers. In 
1921, a picture of Rosie as a "golf caddy" for President-elect Warren G. Harding fixed Miami Beach in the 
mind of the public as a place "you had to see to believe." This and other publicity stunts began to have the 
desired effect. The population of Miami Beach soared some 440 percent from 1920 to 1925. At the height of 
the land boom, Carl Fisher's fortune was estimated at $50 to $100 million. Fisher's luck, however, was about 
to change rapidly. The boom leveled off, and the northern press began to run stories on shady land deals and 
charlatans who bilked investors of their money. Nature also had its own plans for Miami Beach. In September 
of 1926, a major hurricane slammed into the city, killing 113 people and doing enormous damage to the built 
environment. During the next year tourism dropped off dramatically, and the investment in real estate dried up. 
Fisher was financially ruined, but for the rest of his life he continued to promote his Miami Beach dream. He 
died in his Miami Beach apartment on July 15, 1939, at the age of 65.9

The combined disasters of the 1926 hurricane and the onset of the Great Depression at first appeared to 
have ended Carl Fisher's dream of Miami Beach becoming America's premier tourist destination, but recovery 
came quickly in spite of the economic difficulties faced by much of the nation. Not all Americans were left 
unemployed and destitute by the Great Depression, and efforts by the federal government to jump start the 
economic recovery by financing a wide variety of public works programs were beginning to have some 
success. 10 Miami Beach's permanent population of 6,500 in 1930 more than doubled to 13,500 by 1935, and 
more than doubled again to 28,000 by 1940. The winter population in 1935 ballooned to 65,000 in 1935 and 
reached 75,000 in 1940. This surge in seasonal population was not limited to the elite. The new residents and 
visitors included a greater proportion of the still expanding middle class, and tourism—rather than land 
speculation—had become the major attraction drawing people to the area. New highways and excellent railroad 
service made Miami Beach easily accessible to cities east of the Mississippi River, especially those in the 
northeastern United States.

8 Ibid.
9 Ibid., pp. 1-2.
10 Old Miami Beach, p. 9.
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The Development of Tourism for the Middle Class

An option for intrepid tourists of limited means in the 1920s was assembling in campgrounds. With the 
arrival of the twentieth century, Americans continued in the pioneering spirit of their forebears and looked upon 
the automobile as a new way to explore the unknown. Throwing a tent in the back of the car, thousands of 
Americans set out to enjoy the back roads of the United States. Carrying extra gasoline in five-gallon cans, 
plenty of canned food, and extra tires strapped to the fenders, these intrepid souls began an exploration of the 
North American continent with a thoroughness that put Lewis and Clark to shame. These tourists became the 
symbol of another "New Generation" of Americans, restless, adventuresome, and filled with boundless 
curiosity. These were the "Tin Can" tourists. 1 ]

Tropical Florida was a major lure for the new tourists. By 1930, Florida had built more than 3,000 miles 
of paved roads, and campsites, roadside motels, and exotic animal parks could be found along most major 
thoroughfares. The new roadways produced another phenomenon that would have a major impact on American 
traveling habits, the motels. Groups of tourist cabins began to appear along major roadways. These usually 
featured groups of about a dozen wood frame cabins, a separate office building—sometimes with a small 
restaurant—and maybe a filling station. 12 As useful and popular as these facilities became, they all had the 
same drawback—not having direct access to the beaches, making it necessary for families to drive many miles 
to beaches available for public use.

Although buildings in the "traditional" Mediterranean-eclectic style continued to be built in Miami 
Beach during the 1930s, architects began designing new hotels that mixed Mediterranean and abstracted 
ornamentation to produce an atmosphere of playful optimism that defied the gloomy mood of the Depression- 
ridden northern cities. These buildings, which were erected in the first years of the 1930s, heralded the arrival 
of the full-blown Art Deco, Moderne, and Streamline architectural monuments that would appear in the second 
half of the decade. 13

Building construction on the Beach between 1930 and 1941 was mainly a process of "filling-in" of the 
development planned by Carl Fisher. Modest three- and four-story hotels in the Deco or hybrid styles began to 
rise alongside the older Mediterranean Revival style hotels along Ocean Drive and Collins Avenue from Fifth 
Street to Twenty-third Street. As lots began to become scarce and too expensive in the traditional confines of 
Miami Beach, construction began to move north, especially along Collins Avenue, inching inexorably toward 
the "Millionaires Row" residential area. The newer hotels and apartment buildings along the northern reaches

1 ' Nick Wynne, Images of America. Tin Can Tourists in Florida 1900-1970, excerpt from http://www.florida-historical- 
soc.org/tincan.html.
12 A few of these tourist cabin complexes can still be found in Tampa and elsewhere along what once were major traffic routes in the 
1920s and 1930s.
13 Ibid.
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of the thoroughfare were less architecturally pretentious and less expensive, thereby being better suited to the 
taste and pocketbooks of the "newly arriving" middle class. 14

The new tourist boom continued until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Tourism on the Beach ended 
officially when the Army Air Corps Technical Training Command took over the hotels for use as military 
housing and training facilities. After the war, it was again Middle America that prompted the resurgence of the 
Miami Beach economy. With a few notable exceptions, the builders of oceanfront hotels between 1945 and 
1953 concentrated their efforts north of 23rd Street to 43rd Street, eventually extending the area of development 
as far north as 69th Street. The building and tourist boom continued with great intensity, finally consuming the 
mansions of "Millionaires Row" above 44th Street to produce Miami Beach's still imposing "Hotel Row." The 
last of these majestic oceanfront hotels was completed in 1967. 15

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

Entertainment and Recreation

Even though not among the largest most architecturally notable hotels erected in Miami Beach during 
the 1930s, the Ocean Spray Hotel, completed in 1936, is significant as one of those that reflected the new trend 
of appealing to the financial means of middle-class Americans seeking to enjoy a short winter vacation in 
America's famous and exotic Florida resort city. Although not overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, the surf was a 
mere half block away, giving the hotel's patrons ample opportunity to enjoy swimming in the ocean or sunning 
themselves on the sandy beach. A post card advertising the hotel proclaimed the facility to be "a modern home­ 
like hotel. Facing the Ocean. Every room outside, attractively furnished and most having ocean view. 
Elevator. Roof Sun Club. Terrace. Private beach privilege. Coffee Shoppe. On bus lines. Finest 
neighborhood. Near golf courses, theatres, best shops, and—just across the street to the Ocean." The Ocean 
Spray featured an attractive lobby, and guest rooms with private baths. The hotel also boasted gas space heaters 
in each guest room and maid and laundry service for its patrons. 16 This was a far cry from the accommodations 
offered to middle-class tourists during the 1920s. Beachfront property was too valuable to construct hotels for 
the common man. The less than wealthy tourists had often found it necessary to stay at small, cramped hotels 
and rooming houses and had had to share bathroom facilities with other guests. New hotels, like the Ocean 
Spray, located on or near the Atlantic beach, close to the commercial and entertainment heart of Miami Beach, 
not only proved a boon to middle-class tourists but also helped reenergize the economy of the city during the 
difficult times of the 1930s. 17

14 Ibid., p. 11.
15 Ibid.

16 Miami Beach City Building Permits, Permit No. 8481, July 15, 1936.
17 Old Miami Beach, p. 9.
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The construction of these "middle-class" hotels prior to World War II had an impact on the permanent 
population of Miami Beach. In the 1950s, the South Beach area of Miami Beach saw its small "seasonal" 
hotels and apartment buildings cater more to permanent residents, many of them retired senior citizens. This 
created changes in Miami Beach's demographic profile, but also helped fulfill the founders' original plan to 
create a permanent residential city fronting on the ocean, where the citizens could enjoy the benefits of the 
South Florida climate, a relaxed lifestyle, and easy access to moderately priced goods, services, and recreational 
opportunities. 18

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The architect who designed the Ocean Spray Hotel was Martin Luther Hampton. He was born in 
Laurens, South Carolina, and was educated at Columbia University in New York City. After completing his 
education, Hampton had traveled extensively in Spain and mastered the Mediterranean architectural style. He 
arrived in Miami in 1914, adapting his building designs to the Florida landscape. Hampton was a master of 
design who made a significant impact in the articulation of the Mediterranean Revival style, which proliferated 
in the Miami area during the Boom. He was one of the six architects (the others being H. George Fink, Walter 
De Garmo, Richard Kiehnel, Harold Hastings Mundy and L. D. Brumm), who composed George Merrick's 
original design team in the creation of Coral Gables, Florida. In 1916, after Merrick wed Eunice Peacock, 
Hampton designed their first home at 937 Coral Way, known as "Poinciana Place." In February 1924, at 
Merrick's request, Hampton designed the Biltmore Hotel and Country Club (N.H.L. 1996). His design included 
a replica of Seville's Giralda tower flanked by wings containing hotel rooms. The New York firm of Shultze 
and Weaver, who retained much of the original Hampton concept, executed the final design for the Biltmore. 19 
Before going to work for George Merrick in Coral Gables, Hampton worked with architect Addison Mizner in 
Palm Beach.

Hampton designed buildings in Palm Beach, Delray Beach, Miami Springs, and Miami, as well as 
Miami Beach. He also provided building designs for the Davis Islands subdivision in Tampa between 1926 and 
1928. Several of the buildings he designed for Davis Islands, among them the Palace of Florence Apartments 
(N.R. 1989) are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. In the 1920s, he produced designs for a 
number of commercial buildings in Miami, including the Congress Building (N.R. 1985), constructed in 1925; 
the Miami National Bank Building, also constructed in 1925 (N.R. 1989); and the Meyer-Kiser Building, built 
in 1925 (N.R. 1989). Among the notable buildings he designed in Miami Beach prior to the erection of the 
Ocean Spray Hotel were the Miami Beach City Hall, which was completed in 1928, and numerous residences in 
Glenn Curtiss' development of Country Club Estates, now known as Miami Springs.

18 Ibid.; Jean-Francois Lejeune, and Allan T. Shullman, The Making of Miami Beach: 1933-1942. the Architecture of Lawrence 
Murray Dixon ( Miami Beach, FL: Bass Museum of Art, 2000), p. 176.
19 City of Miami, Florida. "The Congress Building." Local Historic Designation Report. 2003.
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In the 1930s, Hampton produced fine examples of the Art Deco style in Miami Beach, including the 
Embassy Hotel and the Monroe Towers, both constructed in 1935. The Art Deco and related Moderne styles 
were popularized by the 1925 Paris Exposition of Decorative and Industrial Arts, but their importation into 
Miami Beach architecture was delayed by the 1926 hurricane and ensuing economic slump. The avant-garde 
styles were well suited to the resurgence of Miami Beach's economy and fortunes as a popular resort and the 
demand for more hotel space—moderately priced—surged even during the Depression. The John S. Collins 
Historic District is bordered on the South by the Art Deco Architectural Historic District, 43rd Street on the 
North, Atlantic Ocean on the East to Indian Creek Waterway on the West. Hampton contributed designs for 
eight buildings in the district, including those for the Ocean Spray Hotel.

The Ocean Spray Hotel exhibits features that combine the characteristics of both the Art Moderne and 
International styles, both of which would help to usher in the development of modern architecture in the United 
States. Historical design references would rapidly disappear in commercial architectural design by the end of 
the 1950s. The Art Deco/Modeme love of verticality is reflected in the Ocean Spray's massive columns that 
create a wide frontispiece framing the main entrance to the building. Narrow horizontal bands that link the 
spandrels and columns are typical of the Art Deco/Moderne decorative vocabulary. The spandrels between the 
columns have vertical scoring, with a fleur-de-lis motif found in bas-relief in the seventh story spandrel. The 
central section of the frieze above the seventh floor contains three low-relief rectangular panels whose surfaces 
feature a scattering of low-relief disks or planchets. The otherwise plain parapet that surrounds the flat roof of 
the Ocean Spray Hotel is pierced by staggered rectangular holes. The only other notable decorative feature 
exhibited by the building is the marquee over the main entrance of the hotel on Collins Avenue. It consists of a 
series of a four rectangular panels that telescope outward in diminishing sizes from the facade. Low relief 
horizontal bands, like the others found between each story of the main facade of the building, traverse the center 
of the marquee, whose outermost panel features the same fleur-de-lis motif found on the upper part of the 
facade. The glass block windows that embrace the corners of the main facade on the ground story, like the 
aluminum frame windows in the upper stories, are characteristic of both Art Deco/Moderne architecture and 
buildings of the International style. The style of the building reflected on its exterior is reflected in the lobby of 
the hotel and first floor lobby. The walls and ceiling combine receding and advancing horizontal surfaces, with 
the only curvilinear elements found in the small dining room area. The wall and ceiling light fixtures also 
reflect the Art Moderne tradition.

Overall, the stylistic qualities of the Ocean Spray Hotel are muted and subtle, diverging from the more 
flamboyant visual character of fully developed Art Deco/Modern architecture. The building seems to express 
efficiency, comfort, and economy in keeping with the tastes of the middle-class clientele that the hotel owners 
sought to attract in the 1930s.
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Verbal Boundary Description

23-26-27 34 53 42 PB 5-8 Miami Beach Improvement Co. Sub, Lot 13, Block 36. 

Boundary Justification

The above described property contains all of the historic resources associated with the Ocean Spray Hotel, as 
constructed in 1936.
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Ocean Spray Hotel
2. 4130 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach (Dade County), Florida
3. Stephanie Ferrell
4. November 2003
5. Stephanie Ferrell
6. Main (East) Facade and North Elevation, Looking Southwest
7. Photo 1 of 24

Numbers 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs.

6. Main (East) Facade, Detail of the Main Entranceway, Looking West
7. Photo 2 of 25

6. Main (East) Facade, Detail of the Main Entranceway, Looking West
7. Photo 3 of 25

6. Main (East) Facade, Detail of Entrance Marquee, Looking South
7. Photo 4 of 25

6. Main (East) Facade, Detail of Entrance Marquee, Looking West
7. Photo 5 of 25

6. Main (East) Facade, Detail of the 6th and 7th Stories, Looking West
7. Photo 6 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby, Looking East toward Main Entrance
7. Photo 7 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby, Looking East toward Main Entrance
7. Photo 8 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby Seating Area, Looking Southeast toward Main Entrance
7. Photo 9 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby, Reception Desk, Looking South
7. Photo 10 of 25
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6. Interior, Lobby, Reception Desk, Looking Southeast
7. Photo 11 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby, Sitting Area near Reception Desk, Looking South
7. Photo 12 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby, Sitting Area near Reception Desk, Looking Southeast
7. Photo 13 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby Sitting Area, Looking Northeast
7. Photo 14 of 25

6. Interior, Lobby Sitting Area, Looking Northeast
7. Photo 15 of 25

6. Interior, First Floor, Dining Area, Looking East
7. Photo 16 of 25

6. Interior, First Floor, Central Corridor, Looking West from Lobby
7. Photo 17 of 25

6. Interior, First Floor, Central Corridor, Looking West from East End
7. Photo 18 of 25

6. Interior, First Floor, Elevator, Looking Southwest from Elevator Lobby
7. Photo 19 of 25

6. Interior, Second Floor, Looking East Along Corridor
7. Photo 20 of 25

6. Interior, Second Floor Guest Room, Looking East
7. Photo 21 of 25

6. Interior, Second Floor Guest Room, Looking Southeast toward Corner Window
7. Photo 22 of 25

6. Interior, Fifth Floor Guest Room, Looking Northeast toward Corner Window
7. Photo 23 of 25
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6. Interior, Fifth Floor Guest Room, Looking North toward Window
7. Photo 24 of 25

6. Interior, Fifth Floor Guest Room, Looking East toward Window
7. Photo 25 of 25
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OCEAN SPRAY HOTEL 
Miami Beach, Miami-Dade County, Florida

20

THE CAROL ARMS HOTEL 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

Building Material—E. J. Warner Co., Inc. 
Building Material — Nurman Grave* Co. 
Building Material — Alfred Dcslin Co., Inc. 
Concrete Blocks — Miami Block Co. 
Hardware - - Itailcy-MiLim, Inc. 
Stone Work — Keystone Art Corp. 
Ornamental Iron - - Seymour Art Melals 
Ronfiiirj liaker llonfliic Cn. 
Waterproofing s K (' .Maim riirt urine <'n. 
Plumbing •--Alexander Orr. Jr., Inc. 
Plastering Material and Gypsum Tilt — I'liMn 
Printing Kasl Ci.:i-t 1'ahiler* 
Painting Kn-il .1 U'alkcr Co. 
Painl Miu-jihy 1'iiinl & Varnish 
Paint I'an Anifiif;t!i I'fiinl & Varni-li (^i. 
Painl Sin-ruin Williams Cn. 
Slrr.l Sa:.h Miami Mclal \Vral.lHT.,l.ri)i Cn. 
Mciliciiu Cabinet* Muini Mciul Wi-ailuT,!i 
Lilililinq Fixtures Sluilid (,f Llulilinc. Inr. 
Venetian Blinds- Smillirrii Vci.i'l i;ui Itlind d 
Venetian Blinds • Maxwell Cn. 
Furniture and Furnishings — Maxwell Cn. 
Foundation Piles Ceo. K. liunnell, Inr. 
Heatilator Fireplaet - Joseph II. N-uis- 
Elcvatorj • (Hi-; Klevjilor Co.

TIN L. HAMPTON, ARCHITECT RICHARD A. BELSHAM

H-l
ARCHITECT'S RENDERING OF 
OCEAN SPRAY HOTEL 
PUBLISHED IN FLORIDA 
ARCHITECTURE, 1937
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H-3
PHOTOGRAPH OF 
OCEAN SPRAY HOTEL, 
c. 1939
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