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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cal vinkxjiidge Hijsewas built i n1900-01 by J. W 0'Brian. It isatw and one
hal f story dupl ex house, paintedyellowandtritrmed i ninacoon. The hoijse i s |ocated
at 19 Massasoit Street, i naresidential area of houses of simlar date and construction.

lhe facade of the house i s asynnmetrical andi s domnated by tlie two projecting
entrance porches evikich grace the comers. The entrance porch onthe left, the side
T"Mh was occvpi ed by Cal vin Cool i dge, i s a pedinmented shelter, sipported by Doric
colutnms. It isskirted ontwosides by lattice work and ornanented by raili n?s and
tumed baltisters. The entrance porch ontheri "t side of the hotise has simlar
omanent al detail, but is distinguished fromthe pedimented porch by its flat roof.
Bet ween t he porches are twosingle-tiered, hexagonal bay w ndows, one projecting from
each apartnent. |he left bay i s hipped roofed; theright i s covered by an extension
of the front porch. Except for this instance the fenestration i s identical throughout
both hal ves of the house. All the w ndows have wooden stirronds, and nost are six-
over-six sash. 1he lotrv/ered shutters that once flanked the w ndows are gone.

Epur ianh lgl apboard covers tiie house andit i s topped with a slate-covered, bellcast

i pped roof .

lhe interiors of the dtplex are simlarly designed. [he main entrance on the Coolidge
side leads into a three foot square vestibiole, fdcti provides access t othe nain
entry room Fromthis roomaw de archway opens into the front parlor, vdiich has a
hexagonal bay w ndow and Doric pilastered mantel. Asimlar archway at the rear of
the main entry roomopens onto the dining room vhere the exterior wall i s graced by
a loww ndowseat. |iiangular shaped pantries fill both comers of the room vAile
an enclosed service hal| passes totherigjit of the dining roomand connects the main
entrance roomto thekitdien i nthe rear.

Access to the second floor isfromthe mainentry roomviaanopen three-flight,

bal xj straded stair with a paneled newel. |he stair opens onto a |large | anding above
the main entry roomof the first floor. To the left, above the parlor, is abedroom
To theright of the landingi s a second bedroom abath, a closet anda hall that
leads along theri "t wall toathird bedroomthat i s sittiated over the kitchen.

The stair continues intwoflights totheattic, “ere there are two storage roons
and anot her bedr oom



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC - . —THEATER
—1800 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

I he Calvin Coolidge Hotise i shistorically significant as theresidence of the 31st
President of theUnited States. Calvin Coolidge resided i nthe house from 1906 t o
1930, leavingonly toserve instate andnational offices i nBostonandVéshington,
DC It was in this house that hereared his children, [anchedhis state and
national political careers, andresided duringhis first nonths after vacatingthe
Presidency of theUnited States.

Egt"ally significant arethecharacter of theresidence andt hearrangonent under
vhich Coolidge occtpiedit. Just as Coolidge was qui et and frugal as President,
this house is arelatively sinple, framestructure. Mreinmportantly, GCoolidge' s
principal residence was a dtpl ex house. Heoccijpied only one side of it which he
rented. Henoved fromthe dwellingreluctantly inthespringof 19301 argely be-
cause it becane an attraction for out-of-tcwn notorists vhose gawki ng prevented
the former President fromrelaxing by rocking onhis front porch or strolling\jp
and down thestreet. |he house i s vmque am)ng(fri nci pal non-official residances
of incinbent andretired Presidents of thelbited St'ites.

Tie si ?nifi cance of this house i s perhaps nost eiadent inthe words of Calvin Coolidge

himsel T, "The days passed quietly with us until thenext autunm, when we noved intothe
house i n Massasoit Street tiiat wastobe our hone for solong. | attended to the
finishing of it nyself, andwhen it was ready Ms. Coolidge and | wal ked over toit. I n

two weeks our first boy cane on Septenber seventh...\é |iked t he house where our children
cane t o us and t he nei ghbors were so kind. Vihen we coul d have had a nore pretentious
hone, westill clung toit. Solong as | lived there, | could be independent and serve
the publicw thout ever thinking that I could not maintain ny position i fl [ost ny office.
| always nade ny |iving practicing lawuptothetine | becane Governor, without being
dependant upon any official salary. This left ne free t o n@ke ny own decisions i n accor-
dance wi t h what | thought was the public good. V& 1livedwhere we didthat | mght better
serve the people.”
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UBit«d SUctes teutto
Waihingon, D.C.

um OffIM of CuasrMtioaal UAIMB has asktd us t« thaak you for
your iMCfaXg oa b«half of Mr. Olirar B. RgM eooMralBK tte
establigsaM Ot of a PrMIdaotial LItm?/ for Pr—Iliiit QoclMji aai
tbt lilatorle preserration of tha Ooolldo bcaa, tta Bmhia® la

\, MasaadauMtta

Tha aatabliateaot of Prcsidaatlal Lilirarlaa la a pnragatlva of
Congraaa. | f lagialatioa aaould ba introdacad tm a Coolldaa Praai-
daotial Library, than Coagraaa vould paas oa tlw aarlta of tim yaro-
oaal. Ixlatlag Praaldantlal LItearlaa ara adalnlaterad by tha
attWMil Ardtlvaa aad Basarda Saxnrlce

latahXlafaaast of Tha Baachaa aa a ualt of tha Hatlooal Park S]P/aa-l alao
nDuld ragulra laclalatloo |la Cc»graaa. Blatorle altaa and hulMlaga
a0 aatahllahad aaat aaat tha criteria of natloaal algalfleaaea Ustad
oa pagea of tha aadoaad egg of "MFS Critaria for Parklaoda."

Tha anc3<aed foldar, ""balatloaal laglatar of Hlatorle PlaoM," aad
tha fact ahaat daaerlha tha graiita>la-ald prognai aattamrlaad tiy tha
eatloaal Hlatorle Praaarvatloa Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 91%), «e vModad,
abl” alght ha of lotercat to Mr. Hayaa |a ooaaaetloa vith tha pra-
aarvatloB of Aa Baachaa. A proparty auat ha llatad on tha Hatloaal
Waglatar aad mat ha conalatant vith aa a*paoed Stata hlatorle
aarvatlott yXaa bafera It caa ba eonaldarad for a aatehlag graat

thla prograa. Soca Stata Aaseda arallahla for aatehlac aiMiariny
axaaad tha Padaral i“fropriatloa for craBta>la-ald, oa2j a partlon of
all draot gnpUeatlooa caa ba approrad.

BAS CF LES RETANDDIN AR



| oidaatlooa tothelatloaal Baglater, aaveil aa avpUeat! oaa f or
graBad a-al d, are oade by tha State throng the State | dal eM O ficer
teer hlatorle praaerratlon. The Mwaaaefauaetta State Llalaon Officer | a
Mm F. X DavwN\By Secretary of the CovhoMal t h,
tta Hatcrlcal CkM aalon, Office eftt aSecretary,
Maaaaehoaet t a 02133*

Ha niprael ate your Intereat | n tha prosraaaof the |atloaal Park Serrlce.

Sincerely youra.

(3 Rt M Lim

Acting Asociate . dractor

cc:

Honor abl e John F. X Davoren,

Secretazy of the CoBraooweal th,

Chari man, Massachusetta Historical
CoHBi aal on

O fice of the Secretary

St at e House

Bost on, Massaefausetts 02133)v/cy Inc.

a
Director, Hortheaat Begl on)

H_—RM . Wnge
LCH)
FHP FBSar | es: dvt : 10-5- 72
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The Office of eadfiod Llataon Ikea aakad uato adkaoido™Ma
et apnian O the Gavin GooLko QoUAeon preaog
Ilea ulan e Calvin 0 on

haised in the Foa” Libaay |a Mu Unnitaii, Maeaacbapjgatc*

agwes\llteyour Ix<terest in this adtter and will provide you
* «t our earllaat atpportunity*

fli iMiiafily youra,
Garee B. Hatayg Jr.

Director
F.S |f you needto contact soanoiui further concemoi t|*
natter, please call the Dvisian of Legislative Servioea aa
code 183, extension 38067, or Area 202, StS S
cC:
| Tng (2)) wlc of inc,

FBTPACKBrada :Ibb :9-20-72

(CL-1885)



Mr. Oliver R”™ayes

liibrarian
Forbes Library
Northampton, Mass. -0106& J "™ j "N
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TiICmieb JSeixxie& Generic
Sept. 12, 1972
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Department of the Interior
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requested. 'if8ur findings and views, i n
duplicate form along with return of the
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FORBES LIBRARY
NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 01060

TRUSTEE LIBRARIAN

OLIVER R. HAYEB

JOHN r. MURPHY, JR.
BECRETARY

RDBCRT M. MQRIAHTY JAMEB K. MCDONALD

JUOITH A. HUBLCY TREASURER
LAWRENCE C. KELLCV

@ o O

H
The Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy -
Senate Office Buildin SIS '
Washington, O C 20510 " LI '

Dear Senator Kennedy:

Because you arepreparing tosponsor abill topreserve
and renovate historic sites for the 1976 Bicentennial celebration,
| would |ike tobrln[q toyolir attention aworthwhile candidatef or
this possible Federal Program

The Forbes Library has since 1920 devel oi)ed agrow ng Cal-
Cool i dge Collection \mtil it has becone thelargest resource
material onCoolidge i nthecouatry. | n1956, a special state
priation made possible thereconstruction of aroomi nthis
ry i nwhich thePresident's menorabilia, papers, books and
graphs could bo housed together properly and nade available
ublic. Sone 329,787.67 were required for that stage of

oo

Soon t o be available, asanappropriate site i n towhich
to expand t he Coolidge collection, i stheone house owned by wr.
Cool i dge dxiring hi sentire career i nMassachusetts. Hecalledi t
The Beeches, abeautiful tree-lined estate i nNorthanpton with a
commanding view of theflood plain, Kt. Tomarea, and Connecti cut
River. At present, i tisowed andlived i nbyiiirs. Ivlary Bailey
who purchased t hehouse and grounds from the President's w dow
after hisdeath i n 1935.

Closely allied tothis idea of preserving The Beeches, as
a former President's House, i st hepossible renovation of a part
of i tor even anaddition toi t by which i t mght becone a Presi -
dential Library. believe that anexploration of thepossibility
of aCalvin Coolidge Presidential Library or sone suitable alterna-
tive would yield asufficient return tojustify acareful professional



survey. This siirvey would establish both the feasibility of such
a plan and a neans of inplementation.

| have therefore three questions to raise: 1Eehmﬂ m ght
funds for this survey be obtained; 2) how mght The eches be ac-
quired as a national historic site; 5) how mght a plan be inple-
mented by v/hich the present Coolidge collection would becone a
Presidential Library? O this last question, as you know, every
United States President fromlir. Nixon back to M. Hoover has a
Presidential Library maintained by the Federal Archives and Records
Service. In each case, private and state help was required i n sone
conbi nation to purchase a site, a bU||d|n?, hire a staff, and insure
that the resulting facility would be, infact, maintained by the
Federal governnent.

_ It seens to ne that a survey isthe first step and | have
written to the Governor of Llassachusetts, the Federal Archives and
Records Service and to one of the six/I.lellon Foundations inquiring
as to their interest inand the availability of funds for aprofes-
sional survey. The |ast tv/o sources have indicated a negative re-
action as "outside of our scope." The Governor has yet to reply.

‘Lastly, the State of Vernont would like to claimJjlr. Coolidge
as "their" President and considerable preparationhas been nade i n
Plymouth, Vernont to establish this claim Their shrewdness i f suc-
cessful would Iiniit the future scope of this State to establish a
Coolidge Center and library, I, Coolidge left Vernont at the a?e
of 18 for. Arherst College and after graduation devel oped his v/ihole
olitical career fro.n Northanpton. tisto Massachusetts that the
enefits of this career belong.

. Per haps youi- active interest int
difference in |n|t|at|nP.a pl anned growth
both for the Forbes Coolidge Collection a
ton

his project could nake the
toward a national status
nd The Beeches i n Northanp-

Thank you for your consideration.
o o Very truly yours,

O iver R Hayes
Li brarian

End.
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CALVIN COOLIDGE
A Chronological Summary
Bom July 4, J872, Plymouth, Vermont
Died January 5, 1933, Northampton, Massachusetts
May 23, 1890 Graduated from Black River Academy, Ludlow, Vermont.

June 26, 1895 Graduated from Amherst College, and on September 23 began reading
law w'th the Northampton firm of Hammond and Field.

July 2, 1897 Admitted to the bar in Northampton and later became a member of the
Republican City Committee for Ward 2.

December 6, 1898 Elected City Councilman from Ward 2.

January 18, 1900 Elected (by City Council) City Solicitor.

January 17, 1901 Re-elected City Solicitor.

January 16, 1902 Defeated for City Solicitor by Theobald M . Connor. .
June 4, 1903 Appointed Clerk of Courts of Hampshire County,

1SS0 Chairman, Republican City Committee, Northampton.

October 4, 1905 Kfarried Grace Anna Goodhue at Burlington, Vermont.
December 5, 1905 Defeated for School Committeeman by John J. Kennedy.
AugU5t 1906 Rented half of the double house ac 21 Massasoit Street.

September 7, 1906 John Coolidge, first child, born.

November C, 1906 Elected Representative to the Massachusetts General Court.
Nove.iioer 5, 1907 Re-elected Representative.

April 13, 19("8 Calvin Coolidge, Junior, second child, born.

December 7. 1909 Elected Mayor of Northampton (beginning a continuous course of
nubl-c service to March 4, 1929).

Decembei 6, 1910 Re-elected Mayor.
November 7, 1911 Elected State Senator, ' "
November 5, 1912 Re-eected State Senator.

November 4, 1913 Re-edected State Senator and subsequently elected President of the
Senate by the Senators.

November 3, 1914 Re-eleaed State Senator and President of the Senate.
November 2, 1915 Elected Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts.
November 7, 1916 Re-€elected Lieutenant-Governor.

November 6, 1917 Re-€lected Lieutenant-Governor.

November 5, 1918 Elected Govenor of Massachusetts.

September 9-11, 1919 Boston Police .Strike.  Governor, Coolidge came to national atten-
tion because cf his stand for law and order. In atelegram to Samue Gompers. Presi-
dent of the American Federation of Labor, he declared, "There is no right to strike
agaimt the pubhc safety by anybody, anywhere, any time."



No\-embcr 4, 1919 Re-elected Governor.

June 12, 1920 Nominated for Vice-President by the Republican National Convention
meeting in Chicago. Warren G. Harding, U. S Senator from Ohio, was the Republi-
can candidate for the Presidency.

July 27, 1920 Official notification of the Republican nomination for the Vice-Presidency
at Allen Field, Smith College, Northampton.

November 2, 1920 Elected Vice-President of the United States.

March 4, 1921 Warren G. Harding inaugurated & President, Calvin Coolidge as Vice-
President, of the United States.

2;47 A.M., August 3, 1923 Upon news of President Harding's death in San Francisco
(7:30 P.M., August 2) Calvin Coolidge was sworn in & President by his father, a
notary public, in the homestead at Plymouth, Vermont.

June 12, 1924 Calvin Coolidge nominated for President (by Marion L. Burton, former
President of Smith College) a the Republican National Convention in Cleveland.
Charles G. Dawes, of Illinois, nominated for Vice-President.

July 7, 1924 Tragic death, caused by blood poisoning, of Calvin Coolidge, Junior, a
the White House.

November 4, 1924 Calvin Coolidge elected President,
March 4, 1925 Inauguration & President.

August 2, 1927 From summer White House a Rapid City, South Dakota, issued state-
ment, "| do not choose to run for President in nineteen twenty-eight.

August 27, 1928 Signing of the Pact of Paris, the Kcllogg-Briand Pact, considered at the
time a significant forward step in international relation?. Under it 62 nations re-
nounced war a a means of international policy. The pact was ratified by the U. S
Senate and signed by President Coolidge January 17, 1929. .

March 4, 1929 After attending the Inauguration of Herbert Hoover a President, Mr.
and Mrs. Coolidge returned to live at 21 Massasoit Street, Northampton.

March 4, 1930 Coolidge Dam, near Globe, Ari:ona, dedicated by ex-President Coolidge.
It was the largest multiple dome dam in the world with a capacity of 1,200,000 acre
feet.

May 17, 1930 The Coolidges moved to The Beecheson Hampton Terrace.
January 5, 1933 Death of Calvin Coolidge from a coronary thrombosis.

April 17, 1936 Appropriation by the Northampton City Council to purchase exhibit and
book cases, establishing at Forbes Library the first memorial to d*lvin Coolidge.

October 12, 1939 Calvin Coolidge Xtemorial Bridge, linking Northampton and Hadley
dedicated. U. S Senator David 1. Walsh gave the principal address and Governor
Leverett Saltonstall was the ranking Commonwealth official.

June 16, 1956 Coolidge Homestead in Plymouth. Vermont, jJrerentcd to Vermont by
Mr. and Mrs. John Coolidge & a state shrine.

September 16, 1956 Calvin Coolidge Memorial Room in Forbes Library dedicated. Dr.
Claude M. Fuess, biographer of Calvin Coolidge, gave the address and Governor
Christian A. Herter delivered dedicatory remarks.

July 8, 1957 Death in Northampton of Mrs. Calvin Coohdge (Born, Burlington, Ver-
mont, January 3, 1379.)



Forbes Library' bognn its Calvin Coolidge collection in 1920 when Gover-
nor Coolidge was nominated as Vice-Prciident on the Republican ticket.
Mr. Coolidge took an active interest in this work and deposted family
pictures as well as many souvenirs and gifts received during the Presiden'
tial period. The officid White Hou~e portraits by Howard Chandler

Christy are a prominent item. In 1935 Mrs. Coolidgeadded many vaued
mementoes.

For the historian the librar>' has on file the correpondence of Mr. Coolidge
& (jrovemor and Vice-Presdent, the texts of virtually all of his goesches

proclamations, and addresses of all periods, the stenographic transcripts of

his Presdential press conferences and other "ofF-the-record" remarks

Soores of scrgpbooks of newspgper and magazine clippings reflect the

period.

In 1956 a gpecid date appropriation made ii possble to bring together and
display in one hall the Cavin Coolidge collection. Casss matching those
bought by the City in 1936, manuscript display tables, and fireproof ssfes
now exhibit and protect the late President's m;.terial.

The collection gpproached comprehendveness with the acquisition by Forbes
Library in 1965 of a complete microfilm copy of the Calvin Coolidge Pgpers
photographed from the originals in the Pnrsidential Pegpers Section of the
Library of Congress. The 190 microfilm reds reproduce 284 manuscript
boxes and 3 volumes of Executive Office corregpondence.
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N R Dat Sl Jnd Reviewer INITIALS:

NAME AS I T APFEARS | N FEDERAL REGISTER! Coolidge, Calvin, House
OTHER KWXS:

LOCATION : \ J

STREETt HUMBER 19-21 M assasoit St.

OYIOAN Northampton CONGRtSWONAI DISTRICT I's t
viawTv Of d

*TAn\y/ Massachusetts 025 \ TON code

Hampshire - 015

OWNER OF PROPERTY.' (circle) (~"fAAj? STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL  GOUNTY  OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NA(ffi) :

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) (MNTATLAOTIC* MID ATLANTIC  SOtnUEAST  MIDWEST

SOOTNMYrEST ROCKY !HOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTmMfEST

FEATURES: -INTERIOR PXTERIOR ENVIRONS
~ASubstantially intact-1 JASubstantially intact-2 .ASubstantially intact-3
unknown .-5 unknown -6

unknovm - 4

_ not applicable - 7 _ hot applicable - 8 Kct applic2fcle-9

.Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0

CONDITION- 'EXCELLENT _DETERIORATEO t"JINALTEREO li"RIGINAL SITE
—GOOD _RUINS ALTERED —NOVED
_fAIR __UNEXPOSED —Reconstruct ed _Lh) ui cwn
_Unexcavate'l —Excavat ed
ACCESS-
Yes-unrestricted Nb access U Jcnown
historic district YES
WTH N NATI ONAL REG STER H ST(R C D STR CT? YES ND
I F YES, NAME
KI THI N NATI ONAL H STCR C LANCMANRK? YES
IF YES, NAME
ADAPTIVE USE; YES Saved ? YES £

FUNCTION (S); (use”™bcabulary words)

now-
SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —UKNOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —REUGION entertainment
ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC —CONSERVATIOI IAAwW/Gov't/polltiCS —SCIENCE health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITEPATIIBE - recreation
—ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOOAI/HUMANITARIAN settl ement
—ART —ENGINEERING —Music socio/cultjral
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION PHILOSOPHY .TRANSPORTATION ur ban &conmun
COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY -OTHER ISPECIfY) pl anni ng
_INVENTION

Claims

first-' YES pnO "oldest'- YBS ND *only' ' MBS o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE,;

architecm.builder: engineer:
landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:
interior decorator; N builder/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP:

At ol P-~sonai d/o,-*(Sdc(a®  {0"-/933)-'
appropriate date)
events
institutional
DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century):

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): J%<f - /?23C

SOURCJ6. (QJjiOMINATIOK) FRVATE  AAATOA  LOCAL GOV'T
OHR FEDERAL AGENCY:

ACREAGE, (to nearest tenth of an acre)

COMMENTS: (include architectural infonnation hererj"»

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximun two sentences)

[foO-la/

MUNICIPAL GAUNTY



