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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Calvin Ckxjiidge Hoijse was built in 1900-01 by J. W. 0'Brian. I t is a two and one 
half story duplex house, painted yellow and tritrmed in inacoon. The hoijse is located 
at 19 Massasoit Street, in a residential area of houses of similar date and construction. 

Ihe facade of the house is asynmetrical and is dominated by tlie two projecting 
entrance porches •vdxLch grace the comers. The entrance porch on the l e f t , the side 
T̂ Mch was occvpied by Calvin Coolidge, is a pedimented shelter, sipported by Doric 
colutms. I t is skirted on two sides by lattice work and ornamented by railings and 
tumed baltisters. The entrance porch on the r i ^ t side of the hotise has similar 
omamental detail, but is distinguished from the pedimented porch by i t s f l a t roof. 
Between the porches are two single-tiered, hexagonal bay windows, one projecting from 
each apartment. Ihe l e f t bay is hipped roofed; the right is covered by an extension 
of the front porch. Except for this instance the fenestration is identical throughout 
both halves of the house. A l l the windows have wooden stirromds, and most are six-
over-six sash. Ihe lotrv/ered shutters that once flanked the windows are gone. 
Four inch clapboard covers tiie house and i t is topped with a slate-covered, bellcast 
hipped roof. 

Ihe interiors of the dtplex are similarly designed. Ihe main entrance on the Coolidge 
side leads into a three foot square vestibiole, vfcic±i provides access to the main 
entry room. From this room a wide archway opens into the front parlor, vdiich has a 
hexagonal bay window and Doric pilastered mantel. A similar archway at the rear of 
the main entry room opens onto the dining room, vhere the exterior wall is graced by 
a low window seat. liiangular shaped pantries f i l l both comers of the room, vAiile 
an enclosed service hall passes to the rigjit of the dining room and connects the main 
entrance room to the kitdien in the rear. 

Access to the second floor is from the main entry room via an open three-flight, 
balxjstraded stair with a paneled newel. Ihe stair opens onto a large landing above 
the main entry room of the f i r s t floor. To the l e f t , above the parlor, is a bedroom. 
To the right of the landing is a second bedroom, a bath, a closet and a hall that 
leads along the r i ^ t wall to a third bedroom that is sittiated over the kitchen. 
The stair continues in two flights to the attic, ^ere there are two storage rooms 
and another bedroom. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ihe Calvin Coolidge Hotise is historically significant as the residence of the 31st 
President of the United States. Calvin Coolidge resided in the house from 1906 to 
1930, leaving only to serve in state and national offices in Boston and Washington, 
D.C. I t was in this house that he reared his children, lamched his state and 
national political careers, and resided during his f i r s t months after vacating the 
Presidency of the United States. 

Eqt^ally significant are the character of the residence and the arrangonent under 
vhich Coolidge occtpied i t . Just as Coolidge was quiet and frugal as President, 
this house is a relatively simple, frame structure. More importantly, Coolidge's 
principal residence was a dtplex house. He occijpied only one side of i t which he 
rented. He moved from the dwelling reluctantly in the spring of 1930 largely be­
cause i t became an attraction for out-of-tcwn motorists vhose gawking prevented 
the former President from relaxing by rocking on his front porch or strolling \jp 
and down the street. Ihe house is vmique among principal non-official residances 
of incinbent and retired Presidents of the Ibited Stt'ites. 

Tlie significance of this house is perhaps most eiadent in the words of Calvin Coolidge 
himself, "The days passed quietly with us until the next autumn, when we moved into the 
house in Massasoit Street tiiat was to be our home for so long. I attended to the 
finishing of i t myself, and when i t was ready Mrs. Coolidge and I walked over to i t . In 
two weeks our f i r s t boy came on September seventh...We liked the house where our children 
came to us and the neighbors were so kind. When we could have had a more pretentious 
home, we s t i l l clung to i t . So long as I lived there, I could be independent and serve 
the public without ever thinking that I could not maintain my position i f I lost my office. 
I always made my living practicing law up to the time I became Govemor, without being 
dependant upon any off i c i a l salary. This l e f t me free to make my own decisions in accor­
dance with what I thought was the public good. We 1 ived where we did that I might better 
serve the people." 



MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Boorstm, Daniel J., The Americans: The Democratic Experience (New York: Random 
House, 1973) ' 
Hicks, John D., Republican Ascendancy, 1921-33, { New York; Harper Row, 1960) 
McCoy, Donald R. Calvin Coolidge: The Quiet President (New York: Macmillan Co. 1967) 
Young, Donald, American Roulette: The History and Dilemma of the Vice Presidency, 
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1965) 
Coolidge, Calvin; Autobiography 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l e s s t h a n o n o a c r e 

UTM REFERENCES 

A l i i J L6_[9_^3I9J2J1| lii§Ml8liLlx0j 1 I • I • • I I • I • I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

Cl . I 1 I • I . . I I • 1 . I . • 1 Dl . I I 1 • I • . I I • I . I . • t 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Andrea M. Gilmore and George R. Adams, American Asoc. State S Local Historv 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission ,TniY 1.97̂  
STREET&NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington Street 617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 02108 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL ; X STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE ^^^-^j^ ^dJ^^-LC^ //^-<.^LU/ f fX 01-0^-0 f } 

TITLE Executive Director Massachusetts^^storical Commission ^^^^ / h ^ / ^ 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY TH/TTHIS PROPERTyj»TytLyjfED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

WRECTOR, OflKfE OFARK6)L#GY"A?I 
ATTEST-

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAI REGISTER 

RCMOLOGY A/i a i;<tStfcllMrPRS««VATlOfl y j% 

A) R F f i l S T F R 1 1 U • 

GPO 8 9 2 . 453 



Property Calvin Coolidge House 

State 
Mass. 

Working Number 
10.27.76.4397 

TECHNICAL 
Photos ^ 
Maps /_ 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

RANCH. CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry JZL 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered QfcQ 12 1976 

I N T :2 1 0 6 - 74 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 













/ 

Boa. Sdwd N. 
UBit«d SUctes teutto 
Waihinston, D.C. 

n 

: 

U M OfflM of CuasrMtioaal U A I M B has asktd us t« thaak you for 
your iMCfaXej oa b«half of Mr. Olirar B. RagrM eooMralBK tte 
••tablistaMOt of a PrMldaotial L l tmy for Pr—liiit QoclMji aari 
tbt lilatorle preserration of tha Ooolldo bcaa, tta Bmhia^ la 

\, MaaaaolauMtta. 

Tha aatabliateaot of Prcsidaatlal Lilirarlaa la a pnragatlva of 
Congraaa. I f lagialatioa ataould ba introdaoad tm a Coolldaa Praai-
daotial Library, than Coagraaa vould paas oa tlw aarlta of tim yaro-
poaal. Ixlatlag Praaldantlal Lltearlaa ara adalnlaterad by tha 
lattWMil Ardtlvaa aad Baaarda Saxnrlce. 

latahXlafaaast of Tha Baaohaa aa a ualt of tha Hatlooal Park SjyataH alao 
nDuld raqulra laclalatloo la Cc»graaa. Blatorle altaa and hulMlaga 
ao aatahllahad aaat aaat tha criteria of natloaal algalfleaaea Ustad 
oa pagaa of tha aadoaad eojgr of "MPS Critaria for Parklaoda." 

Tha anc3<aad foldar, "̂ ba latloaal laglatar of Hlatorle PlaoM," aad 
tha fact ahaat daaerlha tha graiita>la-ald prognai aattamrlaad tiy tha 
•atloaal Hlatorle Praaarvatloa Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 91$), «• vModad, 
abl^ alght ha of lotercat to Mr. Hayaa la ooaaaetloa vlth tha pra-
aarvatloB of Aa Baaohaa. A proparty auat ha llatad on tha Hatloaal 
Waglatar aad mat ha conalatant vlth aa aî pcrovad Stata hlatorle 
aarvatlott yXaa bafera I t caa ba eonaldarad for a aatehlag graat 
thla prograa. Sloca Stata Aaada arallahla for aatehlac aiMiariny 
axaaad tha Padaral i^fropriatloa for craBta>la-ald, oa2j a pcnrtlon of 
a l l draot qnpUeatlooa caa ba approrad. 

BASIC FILES RETAINED IN PHR) 



loidaatlooa to the latloaal Baglater, aa veil aa avpUeatloaa for 
graBta«la-ald, are oade by tha State throng the State IdaleM Officer 
tear hlatorle praaerratlon. The Maaaaefauaetta State Llalaon Officer la 

Mm F. X. DavwNBy Secretary of the CoMnoMalth, 
tta Hlatcrlcal CkMlaalon, Office ef tta Secretary, 
Maaaaehoaetta 02133* 

Ha nipraelate your Intereat In tha prosraaa of the latloaal Park Serrlce. 

Sincerely youra. 

(Sgd) Robert M. Linn 

Acting Associate d r a c t o r 

cc: 
Honorable John F. X. Davoren, 
Secretazy of the CoBraoowealth, 
Chariman, Massachusetta Historical 
CoHBiaalon 

Office of the Secretary 
State House 
Boston, Massaefausetts 02133)v/cy Inc. 

CL 

Director, Hortheaat Beglon) 

LI-Mr. Winge 
PHR) 
LOS) 
FHPiFBSarles:dvt:10-5-72 



BOB. »HWd M« 
Qtaitad Stafeaa 
Vaahlagiton, D.C 

The Office of OoDgreaalfioal Llataon Ikaa aakad ua to ackaoidô fa 
yoiar Inqfuizy In behalf of Mr. CSLtrtat B. Ŵ fm nanamniv̂  praawrw 
ilea aad eagpnulan of the Calvin CooUdga CoUactlon praaaoUgr 
hoiiaad in the Foa^ Llbcrary la Mui Unnitaii, Maaaadbouaattc* 

We agggreeiJite your Ixxtereat in this aeitter and will provide you 
* l i i V «t our earllaat otpportunity* 

fli iMiiafily youra, 

George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

Director 

F.S. If you need to contact soanoiui further concemloi t l ^ 
natter, please call the Dlvisian of Legislative Servioea aa 
code 183, extension 38067, or Area Code 202, S'tS-SoS?. 

cc: 

l_ Tng (2)) w/c of inc, 

FBTPzCKBraxton :lbb :9-20-72 

(CL-I885) 



Mr. O l i v e r R ^ a y e s 
I i i b r a r i a n 
Forbes L i b r a r y 
Northampton, Mass. - 0106& J ^ j ^ ^ 

far 

'TilCmieb JS>ixxie& Generic 

Sept. 12, 1972 

L I B R A R I A N 

O L I V E R R. H A Y t B 

B E C R E T A R Y 

J A M C B K . M C O O N A L O 

T R E A S U R E R 

L A W R C N C e C . t C E L L C Y 

Respectfully referred to : 

Department o f the I n t e r i o r 

972 

Because of tiR desire of this office to be 

responsive tQ.^all inquiries and conununications, 

your considemtion of the attached is 

requested. 'if8ur findings and views, in 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, w i l l be appreciated by 

Form 
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Closely a l l i e d to t h i s idea of preserving The Beeches, as 
a former President's House, i s the possible renovation of a part 
of i t or even an addition to i t by v/hich i t might become a Presi­
dential Library. I believe that an exploration of the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of a Calvin Coolidge Presidential Library or some suitable alterna­
t i v e would yiel d a suf f i c i e n t retum to j u s t i f y a careful professional 



T R U S T E E 

J O H N r . M U R P H Y , J R . 

R D B C R T M . M Q R I A H T Y 

J U O I T H A . H U B L C Y 

FORBES LIBRARY 
NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 01060 

L I B R A R I A N 

O L I V E R R . H A Y E B 

B E C R E T A R Y 

J A M E B K . M C D O N A L D 

T R E A S U R E R 

L A W R E N C E C . K E L L C V 

August 7, 1972 . '• • • . , . . -. \ 
The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy -
Senate Office Building . • . ' 
Washington, D. C. 20510 " • . • ' 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

Because you are preparing to sponsor a b i l l to preserve 
and renovate h i s t o r i c sites for the 1976 Bicentennial celebration, 
I would l i k e to bring to yo\ir attention a worthwhile candidate f o r 
th i s possible Federal Program. 

The Forbes Library has since 1920 developed a growing Cal­
vin Coolidge Collection \ m t i l i t has become the largest resource 
for material on Coolidge i n the couatry. In 1956, a special state 
appropriation made possible the reconstruction of a room i n t h i s 
l i b r a r y i n which the President's memorabilia, papers, books and 
photographs could bo housed together properly and made available 
to the public. Some 329,787.67 were required for that stage of 
growth. 

Soon to be available, as an appropriate site i n to which 
to expand the Coolidge collection, i s the one house owned by wlr. 
Coolidge dxiring his entire career i n Massachusetts. He called i t 
The Beeches, a beautiful tree-lined estate i n Northampton with a 
commanding view of the flood plain, Kt. Tom area, and Connecticut 
River. At present, i t i s owned and lived i n by iiirs. Ivlary Bailey 
who purchased the house and grounds from the President's widow 
after his death i n 1935. 

Closely a l l i e d to t h i s idea of preserving The Beeches, as 
a former President's House, i s the possible renovation of a part 
of i t or even an addition to i t by which i t might become a Presi­
dential Library. I believe that an exploration of the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of a Calvin Coolidge Presidential Library or some suitable alterna­
t i v e would yiel d a suffi c i e n t return to j u s t i f y a careful professional 
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survey. This siirvey would establish both the f e a s i b i l i t y of such 
a plan and a means of implementation. 

I have therefore three questions to raise: 1) hov/ might 
funds for t h i s survey be obtained; 2) how might The Beeches be ac­
quired as a national h i s t o r i c s i t e ; 5) how might a plan be imple­
mented by v/hich the present Coolidge collection would become a 
Presidential Library? On t h i s last question, as you know, every 
United States President from l i r . Nixon back to Mr. Hoover has a 
Presidential Library maintained by the Federal Archives and Records 
Service. In each case, private and state help was required i n some 
combination to purchase a s i t e , a building, hire a s t a f f , and insure 
that the resulting f a c i l i t y would be, i n fact, maintained by the 
Federal government. 

I t seems to me that a survey i s the f i r s t step and I have 
written to the Governor of Llassachusetts, the Federal Archives and 
Records Service and to one of the six l.lellon Foundations inquiring 
as to t h e i r interest i n and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of funds for a profes­
sional survey. The last tv/o sources have indicated a negative re­
action as "outside of our scope." The Governor has yet to reply. 

Lastly, the State of Vermont would l i k e to claim J,Ir. Coolidge 
as "t h e i r " President and considerable preparation has been made i n 
Plymouth, Vermont to establish t h i s claim. Their shrewdness i f suc­
cessful would l i n i i t the future scope of t h i s State to establish a 
Coolidge Center and l i b r a r y , l^r, Coolidge l e f t Vermont at the age 
of 18 for. Amherst College and after graduation developed his v/hole 
p o l i t i c a l career fro.n Northampton. I t i s to Massachusetts that the 
benefits of t h i s career belong. 

Perhaps youi- active interest i n t h i s project could make the 
difference i n i n i t i a t i n g a planned growth toward a national status 
both for the Forbes Coolidge Collection and The Beeches i n Northamp­
ton. 

Thank you for your consideration. -

• •,• Very t r u l y yours, 

Oliver R. Hayes 
Librarian 

End. 
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THE CALVIN COOLIDGE MEMORIAL ROOM 

- '* . 
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\ • 
FORBES LIBRARY 

Northampton, Massachusetts 

The Memorial Room is open 

9 A. M. to 8:30 P. M. Weekdays 

2 to 6 P. M. Sundays and Holidays 

(Cloied Mtmorhl Day, Indepeiidfnce D.iy, Thanksgit iiig, jiid Christmas) 
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C A L V I N COOLIDGE 

A Chronological Summary 

Bom July 4, J872, Plymouth, Vermont 

Died January 5, 1933, Northampton, Massachusetts 

May 23, 1890 Graduated from Black River Academy, Ludlow, Vermont. 

June 26, 1895 Graduated from Amherst College, and on September 23 began reading 
law w'th the Northampton firm of Hammond and Field. 

July 2, 1897 Admitted to the bar in Northampton and later became a member of the 
Republican City Committee for Ward 2. 

December 6, 1898 Elected City Councilman from Ward 2. 

January 18, 1900 Elected (by City Council) City Solicitor. 

January 17, 1901 Re-elected City Solicitor. 

January 16, 1902 Defeated for City Solicitor by Theobald M . Connor. • " 

June 4, 1903 Appointed Clerk of Courts of Hampshire County, 

1S>04 Chairman, Republican City Committee, Northampton. 

October 4, 1905 Kfarried Grace Anna Goodhue at Burlington, Vermont. 

December 5, 1905 Defeated for School Committeeman by John J. Kennedy. 

AugU5t 1906 Rented half of the double house ac 21 Massasoit Street. 

September 7, 1906 John Coolidge, first child, born. 

November C, 1906 Elected Representative to the Massachusetts General Court. 

Nove.iioer 5, 1907 Re-elected Representative. 

Apr i l 13, 19(̂ 8 Calvin Coolidge, Junior, second child, born. 

December 7. 1909 Elected Mayor of Northampton (beginning a continuous course of 
nubl-c service to March 4, 1929). 

Decembei 6, 1910 Re-elected Mayor. , . 

November 7, 1911 Elected State Senator, ' " " . 

November 5, 1912 Re-elected State Senator. 

November 4, 1913 Re-elected State Senator and subsequently elected President of the 
Senate by the Senators. 

November 3, 1914 Re-eleaed State Senator and President of the Senate. 

November 2, 1915 Elected Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts. 

November 7, 1916 Re-elected Lieutenant-Governor. 

November 6, 1917 Re-elected Lieutenant-Governor. 

November 5, 1918 Elected Govenor of Massachusetts. 

September 9-11, 1919 Boston Police .Strike. Governor, Coolidge came to national atten-
tion because cf his stand for law and order. In a telegram to Samuel Gompers. Presi­
dent of the American Federation of Labor, he declared, "There is no right to strike 
agaimt the pubhc safety by anybody, anywhere, any time." 

I-



• - 1 A • ̂  No\-embcr 4, 1919 Re-elected Governor. 

June 12, 1920 Nominated for Vice-President by the Republican National Convention 
meeting in Chicago. Warren G. Harding, U . S. Senator from Ohio, was the Republi­
can candidate for the Presidency. 

July 27, 1920 Official notification of the Republican nomination for the Vice-Presidency 
at Allen Field, Smith College, Northampton. 

November 2, 1920 Elected Vice-President of the United States. 

March 4, 1921 Warren G. Harding inaugurated as President, Calvin Coolidge as Vice-
President, of the United States. 

2;47 A . M . , August 3, 1923 Upon news of President Harding's death in San Francisco 
(7:30 P.M., August 2) Calvin Coolidge was sworn in as President by his father, a 
notary public, in the homestead at Plymouth, Vermont. 

June 12, 1924 Calvin Coolidge nominated for President (by Marion L. Burton, former 
President of Smith College) at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland. 
Charles G. Dawes, of Illinois, nominated for Vice-President. 

July 7, 1924 Tragic death, caused by blood poisoning, of Calvin Coolidge, Junior, at 
the White House. 

November 4, 1924 Calvin Coolidge elected President, 

March 4, 1925 Inauguration as President. 

August 2, 1927 From summer White House at Rapid City, South Dakota, issued state­
ment, " I do not choose to run for President in nineteen twenty-eight. 

August 27, 1928 Signing of the Pact of Paris, the Kcllogg-Briand Pact, considered at the 
time a significant forward step in international relation?. Under it 62 nations re­
nounced war as a means of international policy. The pact was ratified by the U . S. 
Senate and signed by President Coolidge January 17, 1929. . 

March 4, 1929 After attending the Inauguration of Herbert Hoover as President, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coolidge returned to live at 21 Massasoit Street, Northampton. 

March 4, 1930 Coolidge Dam, near Globe, Ari:ona, dedicated by ex-President Coolidge. 
I t was the largest multiple dome dam in the world with a capacity of 1,200,000 acre 
feet. 

May 17, 1930 The Coolidges moved to The Beeches on Hampton Terrace. 

January 5, 1933 Death of Calvin Coolidge from a coronary thrombosis. 

A p r i l 17, 1936 Appropriation by the Northampton City Council to purchase exhibit and 
book cases, establishing at Forbes Library the first memorial to d^lvin Coolidge. 

October 12, 1939 Calvin Coolidge Xtemorial Bridge, linking Northampton and Hadley 
dedicated. U . S. Senator David 1. Walsh gave the principal address and Governor 
Leverett Saltonstall was the ranking Commonwealth official. 

June 16, 1956 Coolidge Homestead in Plymouth. Vermont, jJrerentcd to Vermont by 
Mr . and Mrs. John Coolidge as a state shrine. 

September 16, 1956 Calvin Coolidge Memorial Room in Forbes Library dedicated. Dr. 
Claude M . Fuess, biographer of Calvin Coolidge, gave the address and Governor 
Christian A . Herter delivered dedicatory remarks. 

July 8, 1957 Death in Northampton of Mrs. Calvin Coohdge (Born, Burlington, Ver­
mont, January 3, 1379.) 
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Forbes Library' bcgnn its Calvin Coolidge collection in 1920 when Gover-

nor Coolidge was nominated as Vice-Prciident on the Republican ticket. 

Mr. Coolidge took an active interest in this work and deposited family 

pictures as well as many souvenirs and gifts received during the Presiden' 

tial period. The official White Hou.~e portraits by Howard Chandler 

Christy are a prominent item. In 1935 Mrs. Coolidge added many valued 

mementoes. 

For the historian the librar>' has on file the correspondence of Mr. Coolidge 

as (jrovemor and Vice-President, the texts of virtually all of his speeches, 

proclamations, and addresses of all periods, the stenographic transcripts of 

his Presidential press conferences and other "ofF-the-record" remarks. 

Scores of scrapbooks of newspaper and magazine clippings reflect the 

period. 

In 1956 a special state appropriation made i i possible to bring together and 

display in one hall the Calvin Coolidge collection. Cases matching those 

bought by the City in 1936, manuscript display tables, and fireproof safes 

now exhibit and protect the late President's m;.terial. 

The collection approached comprehensiveness with the acquisition by Forbes 

Library in 1965 of a complete microfilm copy of the Calvin Coolidge Papers 

photographed from the originals in the Pnrsidential Papers Section of the 

Library of Congress. The 190 microfilm reels reproduce 284 manuscript 

boxes and 3 volumes of Executive Office correspondence. 
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