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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Of concrete construction, 10 feet in diameter and 30 feet high.
Has a recent temporary observation platform at top that was
built for a one-time experimental requirement. The addition
can be easily removed without damage to original structure.
Located 1-3/4 miles west of the main Post, Fort Sill. Built in
1911 by the School of Fire for Field Artillery as an observation
tower for artillery firing. 1In use from 1911 to 1918 when
observation balloons and airplanes altered the methods employed
in observation of artillery fire. Present condition fair.
Present use: point of interest to field artillerymen and Fort
Sill wvisitors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The last remaining tower in preservable condition of those
constructed when the Field Artillery School was founded in
1911, for the observation of artillery fire. In 1917 Camp
Doniphan was established in this area, and the 35th Division
trained here before going overseas. Among the officers of
the Division trained at Camp Doniphan was President Harry S.
Truman, then a lieutenant of Field Artillery.

The Tower Two structure reflects the development of training
methods for the observation and evaluation of artillery fire
before the adoption of observation by means of aircraft.
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Secretary of the Field Artillery School, 1911-1915,

Commandant, 1944-45, by Director,

Nye, W.S., Carbine and Lance, Univ of Okla Press, Norman, OK
pp 320-331

01d Post Records, Fort Sill, OK (on file Fort Sill Museum)

Interview with Major General (Ret) Ralph McT. Pennell, first

and

Field Artillery Museum,

1968|
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In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom-
mended level of significance is @National O] State
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