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The Captain Joel Robinson House i s |ocated i nawooded residential section of Attleboro.
Its two and one hal f acre lot i s surrounded by approxinat el fortr acres of open space.
In addition to the house there i s awood shed at the rear of the [ot. The house

is the only one of its periodinthe area. Boundaries are confinedto the house

and its innediate acreage.

The main house, built c. 1790, i s a two and one-hal f storr gable roofed structure
with acentral chimey. It iswood franed, sheathed i n clapboards with sinple coner
boards and comi ce, andsits on a |ow stone foundation. The facade, which faces
south across Fockl awn Avenue, -is five bays i nwidth ordered around a central doorway.’
The si x panel door is headed by a sem -circular fan and flanked by pilasters
stpporting fragments of an entabul ature and a pedinment. The house I s tworoons deep.
Fenestration i s 12/12 doubl e hung sash throughout with the exception of 96 attic
sash and two 96 sash on the second floor of the rear elevation. MI are setin
sinple architrave franes.

In 1863, when najor repairs were nade to the sills, a small gable roofed kitchen

ell with an open pi azza was added to the northem endof the east elevation. The

ﬁi azza was renoved i n 1940.  The original bam which hadbeen cut froma two and one
alf to one andone half story structure i n 1940 had becone so unsafe by 1963 t hat

It was taken down. It was replaced by a garage whi ch enpl oyed t he san@ di nensi ons.

Aonestory ell, invisible fromthe street, was al so added.

Mich original interior finish remains. There are four andsixraised field paneled
doors with hardware dating fromboth the late eight eenthcentur%/ construction date
and fromthe 1860' s renodeling. Floorboards are of wi de pine, hickory and chestnut
| anks. Coner posts have casing with beaded edges. The two front downstairs roons
ave raised field paneled fireplace walls with built-in cupboards. The backroom
has wai nscotting of vertical a%l ne boards capped with a single nolding. All three
roons, as well as the three above them have fireplaces.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joel Robinson House i stheoldest i nits part of Attleboro and has been owned
by nine generations of tlie sane famly. |twas built c. 1790 'an | and that had been
owned by thefamly since 1713. The Robi nson fanm |y had been one of the first
three tosettle i nthearea. They assisted Captain Thonas Wllett in 1661ina
survey of the Rehoboth North Purchase, now Attl eboro.

Captain Joel Robinsonserved inthe Arerican Revolution andcontinued toserve as
acaptaininthe AttleboroMlitia. H was a farmer andhousewight and i sbelieved
to have built several of thelate eighteenth andearly nineteenth century houses

in Attleboro. After his death, thehouse was owned jointly by his two daughters, Miry
and Eliza. Mry nmarried Ezra Wl ker, a local carpenter. Eliza married her cousin
Sanuel Bl acki ngt on who becane a promnent industrialist i nBlackintonville andbuilt

a brownstone nansion i n North vAichisnowthe publiclibrary(NJ.

The road onwhich the house i s |ocatedwas originally called Meetinghouse Road. | t
was changed t o Rockl awn Avenue c. 1890 by Charles Phillips inrecognition of the

| arge red sandstone boul der on thel ot of t he Robi nson House. Large out croppi ngs
of this rock type appear througli thearea which is undisturbed.
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August 21, 1973

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

National Register

OMP, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

VWashington, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington,

Encl osed youwi Il find thefollowi ng nomnation forns:

Attleboro- Capt. Joel Robi nson House
Beverly- Qid Fel | owse Hal

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer

Sincerely,

Christine Boulding %
Acting Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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