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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a three-storied late Victorian house of redwood, painted grey with 
white trim. It is a flamboyant, picturesque eclectic example of this 
period. A spindle design is used on the veranda. Fish scale shingles 
almost completely cover the second and third stories except for a small 
area of the second story. In the northwest corner of the second floor 
there is a Juliette "balcony, and on the third floor above it is an 
octagonal look-out tower which has "been recently glazed. Under the eaves 
of the second floor over the east entrance, there is a signed, carved 
crest dated 188J.V

The house is an excellently preserved example of wood craftsmanship on 
both the interior and exterior. The exterior was originally stained 
redwood, and the chimney at the north elevation was much higher, the 
portion above the roof having fallen during the 1971 earthquake. The 
interior and exterior, in general, are much the same except for the 
porte-cochere which no longer exists. The present owner is restoring some 
of the decorative features, based on early photographs. There have been 
some modifications made to the east porch and to the windows; the kitchen 
has been modernized; two closets were converted into baths; and a wooden 
fence has been added in recent years around part of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture: *It is one of the first imposing houses of the Victorian 
era in the city of South Pasadena, and perhaps the best 
surviving local example of this period^ It is 
particularly noteworthy for its excellent state of 
preservation both inside and outside.

Literature: Mrs. Margaret Collier Graham, wife of South Pasadena's
first mayor, was a writer of the late 19th and early 20th 
century. She was the first president of the Los Angeles 
"Friday Morning Club". The Graham's home was a center for 
cultural and social activities. Among the writers 
entertained there were: Mary Austin, John Muir and 
Charles F. Lummis. The Grahams came from Lake Elsinore, 
which Mr. Graham developed, and which Mrs. Graham named 
in the early eighties after the city in Shakespeare's 
"Hamlet".

Political: \Che house was built by Donald M. Graham, who, in March 1888, 
became the first mayor of this newly incorporated city of 
South Pasad.ena.\^ He was a real estate developer and helped 
establish the city's first business block, known as the 
"Opera House Block".

Botannical: \A lemon eucalyptus tree, planted by John Muir in 1889, is 
still standings Some of the Graham's yellow rose bushes 
are still growing. In early times fruit trees and 
vineyards were planted on the acreage surrounding the 
house.

The house is threatened by po^s-i^ie .freeway extension.



illiilii:liill^i*ill!iiii:iliiiii^il!j

"On Old Rancho San Pascual", South Pasadena Branch, Security Trust and 
Savings Bank of Los Angeles, 1922.

"A Literary History of Southern California", Franklin D. Walker, Berkeley 
1950, pp. 176-79 for Mrs. Graham
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

(Mrs.) Margaret Leslie Fay, A. I. D.
ORGANIZATION Vice-Chairman
_________South Pasadena Cultural Heritage Commission 1/8/73
STREET AND NUMBER:

517 Gar field Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

South Pasadena .California, ..SIQ3Q.ii^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Sate Local

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hi&i4ric Preservation

Title State Liaison O
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