
r O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

:,;.\SS.-\CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Ol'fice of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3.\3'̂  or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number ] U l 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 

O ld C £~.b . I _ A 1 

I 1. Town Cambridge 

Address 533 Nount Auburn S t r e e t 

Name^cunt Auburn Cer:ie~ery Fxecectic: 
House 

Present use cc:::iniercial 

Present owner G r a n i t e T r a d i n g Corporc 

Description: 

DatelS^O 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Stvle B r a c k e - e d I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect i \ a L-ian j.e J. 

Exterior wall fabric s t u c c o 

Outbu:ldi:igs (describe) ^~T~~r 

Other features iTiportar.T: as one c; 

tvjo e x t a n t Cainbridge works bv t he 

archite ct 

Altered Yes 

Moved Uo 

Date 1300 

Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 5 5 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

14 5ee t 

Recorded by R o b e r t N y l a n d e r 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Cor,-

Date 1968 

M-5-77 



7, Original owner (if known) Moin--;- Ai^hn-rri CoTrc-t-â -i-. 

Original use ?. e c e ̂  "'• on Ho u ;̂  e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commerc; 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The .\rts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settle ment 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Mount Auburn Cemetery Reception House 
was b u i l t i n 18 70 on the V/yeth e s t a t e , d i r e c t l y 
opposite the cemetery entrance. I t v/as replaced 
by a second r e c e p t i o n house, b u i l - cn the cemeter-/ 
grcunas m .89 6 umoer 83 

The b u i l d i n g i s important as one of tvJO exxant 
Cambridge v.'orks by the a r c h i t e c t . The other i s Gray 
H a l l a t Harvard U n i v e r s i t y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

S t . t . . county: 
Federal Agency: 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

United Statas Dcpartmant of th* Intorier 
National Parte 8*rvlc« 

Working No. /A/^'^C^ -
Fed. Reg. Dat«: — 
Date D u e : _ ^ 
Action: ACCEPT-ACCEPT , / . 

REJECT. 
photos 
maps 

Substantive Review: _j^«ample request . appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Grit 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
_)L.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

e h M k MM 
original tits 

. futn* 

. uncxpoMd 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



6. S ign i f icance 

tammaattlmimrami,. Cm 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checited 
relating significance to : 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographica l Data 

VwM »i—<inr <«»ci>pU»ii ama titamamUam 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Tk* i n l u H U W g n m c o c of M * pre^wty X M n Vw •«•«• ia: 

al m i f tocol 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

i\gne6 £ d ^ i ( y l ^ ^ ^ HAto 9 - / 3 - r Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached aheet 



F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number ] U Q " ZA^fi\ 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

u- m. 
y^y^' yy y \ yyy 

^ ^ ^ y / \ 7/?tN'« 

In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb. I I A l 

1- Town Cambridge 

Addre ss 5 83 Mount Auburn Str e e t 

Namd^ount Auburn Cemetery Reception 
House 

Present use commerc i a l 

Present owner G r a n i t e T r a d i n g C o r p o r a t i ' 

Description: 

Datel87 0 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style B r a c k e t e d I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect N a t h a n i e l J . B r a d l e e 

Exterior wall fabric s t u c c o 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features i m p o r t a n t as one o f 

two e x t a n t Cambridge works by t h e 

a r c h i t e c t 

Altered Yes 

Moved No 

Date c . 1900 

Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 6 5 f e e t 

\y^}> v y y y - Q y 

A \ . y y y , ^ ^ $ ! 

Wy^'\-'y>>y"'\H ^^ -^ 

hsScsso^^^Bi^^ NOV 14 1980 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

14 f e e t 

Recorded by Robe r t N y l a n d e r 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1968 

OM-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Mmmt Anhnr^n n^Tr.^+o^y 

Original use Reception Honĉ p 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Mount Auburn Cemetery Reception House 
was b u i l t i n 1870 on the Wyeth e s t a t e , d i r e c t l y 
opposite the cemetery entrance. I t was replaced 
by a second r e c e p t i o n house, b u i l t on the cemetery 
grounds i n 1896. Number 583 Mount Auburn S t r e e t 
now houses Mount Auburn Marble and Granite Works. 

The b u i l d i n g i s important as one o f two extant 
Cajnbridge works by the a r c h i t e c t . The other i s Gray's 
H a l l a t Harvard U n i v e r s i t y . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVr,NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

M.̂ .SSAaiUSETrS HISTORICAL Cav̂ GSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 
OC 

I I . A . 1 

Property Name:^^^ Cemetery 
Pveception House [ 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued belav. 

A f t e r i t s opening i n 18 31, the Mount Auburn Cemetery gained 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n not only as the most p r e s t i g i o u s place of b u r i a l 
i n the Boston area but as the f i r s t garden cemetery i n the United States. 
As such, i t r e f l e c t e d changing a t t i t u d e s toward death i n Western soc i e t y , 
and was the model f o r numerous landscaped cemeteries throughout the 
country. On a s t r i c t l y l o c a l l e v e l , i t became an afternoon and weekend 
a t t r a c t i o n of great p o p u l a r i t y . So great was the demand t h a t the f i r s t 
horse car route i n New England was b u i l t from Boston through Harvard 
Square t o a t e r m i n a l a t the cemetery gate; i t opened i n 1853. The 
cemetery i s now on the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

By 1870, the need f o r a r e c e p t i o n house f o r f u n e r a l p a r t i e s was 
acute, as the two rooms i n the gate i t s e l f were deemed inadequate. The 
Cemetery Trustees purchased a s i t e across Mount Auburn S t r e e t and h i r e d 
the Boston a r c h i t e c t Nathaniel J. Bradlee, a r c h i t e c t of Grays H a l l at 
Harvard U n i v e r s i t y (1862; Old Harvard Yard N.R.D.) and of numerous 
commercial b u i l d i n g s i n Boston, t o prepare a design. Bradlee's design 
was f o r a one-story b u i l d i n g f o r t y - s i x f e e t wide and t h i r t y f e e t deep 
w i t h a center entrance and a h i p r o o f . A p o r t i c o supported by four 
smoothly tapered posts runs the f u l l w i d t h of the b u i l d i n g , and a pedi­
mented cross gable p r o j e c t s on two a d d i t i o n a l posts over the f r o n t 
^entrance. Both the gable and f r i e z e board are ornamented w i t h i n c i s e d 
f l o r a l d e c o r a t i o n , w h i l e the center of the pediment holds a cartouche 
f o r a clock. The body o f the b u i l d i n g i s stuccoed. I t was replaced by 
a second r e c e p t i o n house b u i l t on the.-grounds of the Cemetery i n 1896 . 

The Mount Auburn Cemetery Gatehouse i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s asso­
c i a t i o n s w i t h the Cemetery, and thus meets C r i t e r i o n A. I t i s also 
s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and as the work of N. J. Bradlee, and meets 
C r i t e r i o n C. 

Staple t o Inventory form at bo11oro 



NPS Form lO MO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service ^ m w ^ only 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

b 
Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page /zy y>^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

111.-^ Mason, W. A . , House »Ql>«t.nttv9 l f « f f ^ Keeper j i p ^ i y ^ [ ^ i ^-7^-^^ 

Attest 

112. Buildi-ng at 259 Mount Auburn *^^8^-i^tlv» S«ne*Keeper fmU._yH^Au\l^'^O'E^ 
Street 

Attest 

113. Howells, William Dean, House ^U?3Btr-n-clv^v Be^^^J^eeper /i, j j ILLOyu. . AUU^^^-^ ^Ul%X-

Attest 

114. Mount Auburn Cemetery Reception , Keeper W4t}U^ J I ^ ^ I / J H ^ / 1 ' 5^ 't^ 
House Substantive Eevlev ^ ^ — ^ 

Attest 
Setermin-^ r , - , . . r r^ 

115. Mount Auburn Hospital -"• Main 
fleterminn. '-'JjJ^'e / / 

3unt Auburn Hospital -"• Main ""— Kppopr mSA^ A ' I f , L IJ /-iA 

Building DOE/OWNER OBJECTIQN ^ / ^ / ^ ^ y 
Attest 

^ " f ^ ^ Z Z l ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ L ^'^&3^.-u-^-^ Keeper j x ^ W . / A v ^ / U ^ V.n.5^o 
Wentworth, House 

Attest 

117. Noyes, J. A. . House - " - . - T * ^ Keeper / J x d ^ ^ / / . A i o W , .̂z 5 ga. 

Attest 

118. Coolidge, Josiah, House ' - ' -a, deeper ^ ^ c ^ J i z . ^ ^ . fl^M^^-^y 

Attest 

119. Orne, Sarah. House Substantive- Sevtsw ^^^^^^ ^ y ^ / L M j ^ J _ ^ 0 ' 

Attest 

120 Hooper-Eliot House , Keeper y l ^ 9 u J 6 ' ^ ^ ^ 
5^ 

Attest 



TIONAL R E G I S T E R OF H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
•4 «ft— OiiiaiUinii* ml mm trntmrimr 

ttooal Ptft i»rhe» 

Substantive Beview 

£ Y A L ; J A T 1 0 N / RETURN SHEE1 
/ / / 

Mount Auburn Cemetery Reception House 
(Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA • 

y 

r«subniission 
nomination by parson or local 90varnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Working HL /^ "-^ ^'jJ^^ 
Fad. Rag. DaU: ^ 
Data Dua: W / / ^ ^ " 
Action: -i ir^CCEPT_£:ZiiL£2. 

RETURN 
REJECT , 

Fadaral Agancy: 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquast appaal NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Racom. /Critaria M^/.S^c^'' 

Dlsclpl lna_u£-i l 
Data ^-^^'^-^ 

aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad lor: > tachnicai corractions citad balow 
.substantiva raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representat ion in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

aummary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

1 ^ summary paragraph 
— 1 completeness 

clar i ty 
I applicable cr i ter ia 

just i f icat ion of areas 
checked 

relating significance to 
the resource 

context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . IWajor B i b i i o g r a p t i i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Geograph ica l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
avaiuasad si^nMcBnoa of iMa pfo^a^y wMfim tfta nasa ia. 

I Hiasprtc PwaaawBttort OMcar sfnatura 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be cont inued on an attached sheet 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


