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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The extent of the o r i g i n a l cemetery l a i d out i n 1854 by Copeland and Cleveland, 
landscape gardeners of Boston, i s shown on a lithographic map prepared f o r the 
consecration and i n i t i a l auction of l o t s held i n lat e June, 1855. Two copies of 
t h i s map are known to e x i s t , one i n the Winsor Library, Harvard University, the 
Other i n the Cape Ann H i s t o r i c a l Association, Gloucester. 

The s i t e was reached from Washington Street, the road connecting Town Parish ' 
(the ancient center of Gloucester, now Grant Circle at the end of Route 128) 
with Harbor Parish (then the new economic center of the fis h i n g port, now the 
downtown area). Copeland and Cleveland were engaged i n the summer of 1854 to develop 
an area of some ten acres whose name derived from a prominent stand of oak trees. 
They envisioned a romantic park with avenues and paths named for various plants. 
These were to wind picturesquely through examples of h o r t i c u l t u r a l and funerary 
a r t . A pear-shaped granite e r r a t i c ( g l a c i a l boulder) served as the "cornerstone" 
of the cemetery. , ? r-; , 

Over the years the cemetery was expanded by half again i t s size i n two directions: 
to Washington Street on the west and to Grove Street on the north. These newer 
sections continued the sinuous planning of Copeland and Cleveland's o r i g i n a l 
layout. The s i t e i s now ringed by streets and 20th century private dwellings. 

An iron entrance gate with cut granite piers i s shown i n the lower r i g h t hand 
corner of the o r i g i n a l plan. The piers remain on Washington Street but the ironwork 
has disappeared. Beyond the gate Copeland and Cleveland envisioned a chapel to the 
l e f t of the path and two gazebos within the park. Whether or not these were b u i l t 
remains unknown at t h i s w r i t i n g . The s i t e of the chapel i s now occupied by a 
Romanesque memorial of Cape Ann granite erected by provision of the w i l l of 
businessman George R, Bradford (1828-1902). The Bradford Memorial was designed 
by Ezra L. Phill/lps of Gloucester and erected i n 1903-^904 by the Pigeon H i l l 
Granite rorflpany''of Rockport, - ^ •• " ̂, 

The cemetery beyond contains examples of funerary a r t — good, bad, and i n d i f f e r e n t — 
spanning more thcin a century, from the pretentious monuments of Bradford and Emma 
Abbott Wetherell to the simple upright slab marking the grave of John Henry 
Twachtman. Many have been vandalized, some seriously, and a l l suffer from neglect. 
The trees and other plantings have not been maintained f o r years. When funding 
sources are found the Oak Grove Cemetery w i l l be restored to the romantic 
landscaped condition i t once enjoyed. 

''W • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Oak Grove's major significance l i e s i n the fact that i t was a collaborative e f f o r t 
by two pioneer landscape arcAitects i n America, and so far as i s now known, t h e i r 
f i r s t j o i n t design. Robert Morris Copeland (1830-1874) and Horace William Shaler 
Cleveland (1814-1900) were partners only b r i e f l y i n the 1850's; each was to go on 
to occupy an important niche i n the history of American planning. Although over­
shadowed by the reputation of the great Frederick Law Olmsted, Copeland and Cleve­
land are beginning to emerge as major figures. Copeland died r e l a t i v e l y young, 
but only a f t e r he had applied the term " c i t y plan" to a specific proposal i n his 
Essay... fo r the Improvement of the City of Boston (1872). Cleveland moved to the -
mid-west to become that area's foremost landscape architect i n the second half 
of the nineteenth century. In American Space,J. B. Jackson says that Cleveland, 
"perhaps more than any other designer... recognized the new role of the street and 
sought to give i t a r t i s t i c form." A correspondent of Olmsted, Cleveland also wrote 
a number of books and essays on landscape architecture- , • . ̂ . . 

Oak Grove i s also a small but representative example of the romantic lancgcaped 
cemetery, the re s u l t of a movement to depart from the old crowded central/ church­
yards, and to provide areas not only f o r the disposal of the dead but to enhance the 
environment of the l i v i n g . I n the United States t h i s movement began with Mount 
Auburn Cemetery i n Cambridge, Massachusetts (1831) and quickly spread (Laurel H i l l , 
Philadelphia, 1838; Green-Wood, Brooklyn, 1840). The proprietors of Oak Grove sought 
to provide Gloucester with a picturesque landscape, i n t h e i r own words, to create 
"a spot made a t t r a c t i v e by presenting those features that distinguish the modem » 
Cemetery from the old church-yard." Such cemeteries across the land were the 
precursors of the urban parks. 

y^ 

'f-.y 

F i n a l l y , Oak Grove i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the l a s t resting place of men and women dis ­
tinguished i n many f i e l d s . Some are of l o c a l fcime, others are of national significance. 
The painters Fitz Hugh Lane and John Henry Twachtman l i e here; so does the opera 
singer Emma Abbott. There are many sa i l o r s , including Alfred "Centennial" Johnson 
who sailed across the A t l a n t i c alone i n a dory i n 1876, and Ben Pine, one of the 
l a s t great schooner captains. Many of the graves contain figures of loc a l importance 
such as Addison Gilbert whose generosity provided Gloucester with her hospital, or 
Samuel E. Sawyer, who donated the public l i b r a r y to the City. Baseball great 
Ralph "Cy" Perkins i s here. Also buried here are prominent businessmen such as -
George R. Bradford and Francis Homans. 

, • -î ' ... .,; >•' • v , 
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Verbal Boundary Description ' . . 

The Oak Grove Cemetery i s bounded on the southeast by Derby Street, 

on the southwest by Washington Street, on the northwest by Grove Street, 

and on the northeast by Maplewood Avenue. ^ 
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Paul Guzzi 

7 March 1975 

M ^eaam S^li^et ^oUon, ,^^(Mac^uielti 02/08 

727-8J/70 
:^y 

-'• '4). 

Mr. William Lebovich 
National Register Division, Review Unit 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear 

Enclosed please find the continuation sheet for the Verbal Boxxndary Description 
of the Oak Grove Cemetery i n Gloucester, Massachusetts. This w i l l con^jlete 
the form sent to you 26 February 1975 • 

I f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely yours, • 

Christine Boulding 
Assistant Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB:pjj 
End. 
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