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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The extent of the original cemetery laid out i n1854 by Copeland and Cl evel and,

| andscape gardeners of Boston, i sshown on a lithographic map prepared for the
consecration and initial auction of lots held i nlate June, 1855. Two copies of
this map areknown t oexist, oneinthe Wnsor Library, Harvard University, the
Ot her inthe Cape Ann Historical Association, Gl oucester.

The site was reached from Washington Street, t heroad connecting Town Parish '

(the ancient center of Gl oucester, nowGant Circle at the end of Route 128)

with Harbor Parish (then the new economc center of thefishing port, nowt he
downtown area). Copeland and Clevel and were engaged i n the summer of 1854t o devel op
an area of sone ten acres whose nane derived from a prom nent stand of oak trees.
They envisioned a romantic park with avenues and paths named for various plants.
These were t owind picturesquel ythrough exanples of horticultural andfunerary

art. A pear-shaped granite erratic (glacial boulder) served as t he "cornerstone"

of thecenetery. , ? r-; ,

Over the years the cenmetery was expanded by half again itssize intwodirections:
to Washington Street on the west andt oG ove Street on the north. These newer
sections continued the sinuous planning of Copel and and Cl evel and's original
layout. The site is nowringed by streets and 20th century private dwellings.

An iron entrance gate with cut granite piers i sshown in the |ower right hand

corner of the original plan. The piers remain on Washington Street but the ironwork
has disappeared. Beyond the gate Copel and and Cl evel and envisioned a chapel to the
left of the path and two gazebos within the park. Wether or not these were built
remains unknown at this writing. The site of the chapel i s nowoccupied by a
Romanesque nmenmorial of Cape Ann granite erected by provision of the will of

busi nessman CGeorge R Bradford (1828-1902). The Bradford Menorial was designed

by Ezra L. Ph|||/|ps of Gl oucester and erected i n 1903-7904 by the Pi geon Hi Il

Granite rorflpany''of Rockport, - - "4

The cenmetery beyond contains exanples of funerary art — good, bad, and indifferent—
spanning nore thcin a century, fromthe pretentiousnonunentsof Bradford and Ema
Abbott Wetherell t othe sinple upright slab marking the grave of John Henry

Twacht man. Many have been vandalized, sone seriously, andall suffer fromneglect.
The trees and other plantings have not been maintained for years. Wen funding
sources arefound the Gak Grove Cenetery will be restored t othe romantic

| andscaped condition it once enjoyed.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—1500-1599 AGRICULTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE
—1700-1799 ART
+1800-1899 —COMMERCE
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS

SPECIFIC DATES 1854

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Ok Grove's major
by two pioneer
first joint design.
Cl evel and
to

Robert

XCOMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

significance lies i n thefact that
| andscape arcAitects i n America, and so far as i s now known,
(1830-1874) and Horace W I | i am Shal er

Morris Copel and

(1814-1900) were partners only briefly
occupy an i mportant niche i nthehistory of American planning.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

X.LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION

—LAW -SCIENCE
—LITERATURE S, -SCULPTURE
—MILITARY 7 S -SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN
—MusIC -THEATER
—PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY)

Copel and and C evel and

it was a collaborative effort
their
i nthe1850's; each was t 0 go on
Al t hough over-

shadowed by t hereputation of thegreat Frederick Law O msted, Copel and and Cleve-

land ar ebeginning t oemerge as major
but only after he had applied theterm
for thelnprovement of theCity of Boston
area's foremost

Essay. ..
m d-west t o becone that
of thenineteenth century.

"perhaps nore than any other designer...
togive i t artistic form"

sought

figures.

I nAmerican Space,J.
recogni

"city plan" t oa specific proposal

| andscape architect

A correspondent

Copel and died relatively young,
inhis
Clevel and noved t ot he
i nt hesecond half

B. Jackson says that Cleveland,
zed thenewrole of thestreet and
of O nmsted, Cleveland also wote

(1872).

a nunber of books and essays on |andscape architecture- , ¢ . /A

Gk Gove i salso a small but representativeexanple of theromantic

| ancgcaped

cenetery, theresult of a novenent t odepart from theold crowded central/ church-

yards,

environment of theliving.

Auburn Cenetery i nCanbridge, Massachusetts
1838; G een-Wod, Brooklyn,
provide G oucester with a picturesque |andscape,

Phi | adel phi a,
to

and t oprovide areas not only for t hedisposal of t hedead but t o enhancet he

I ntheUnited States this nmovenment began with Munt

1840) .

(1831)

and quickly spread (Laurel Hill,
The proprietors of Gak Grove sought
i ntheir own words, tocreate

"a spot made attractive by presenting those features that distinguish t henmodem

Cenetery from theold church-yard."

precursors of theurban parks.

Finally,
tinguished innmany fields.

The painters Fitz Hugh Lane and John Henry Twachtman |ie here;
There aremany sailors,
who sailed across theAtlantic alone i na dory i n1876, and Ben Pine,
Many of t hegraves contain figures of local

singer Enma Abbott.

last great schooner captains.

Sone ar e of |ocal

Such cemeteries across theland weret he

Ok Gove i ssignificant as thelast resting place of nen and wonen dis-
fcime, others areof national

so does t he opera

including Alfred "Centennial" Johnson

one of the
i nportance

such as Addi son Gilbert whose generosity provided Gl oucester with her hospital, or

Sanuel
Ral ph "Gy" Perkins is here.
George R

E Sawyer, who donated thepublic library totheCity.

Basebal | great

»

significance.

Also buried here ar eprom nent

Bradf ord and Franci s Honans.

busi nessnen such as -

f.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Gak Grove Cenetery i sbounded on t hesoutheast by Derby Street,
on t hesout hwest by Washington Street, on t henorthwest by Gove Street,

and on thenortheast by Mapl ewood Avenue. A
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Paul Guzzi M “eaam SMlitet ~oUon, MM (Machuieti 02/08

727-8J/70
Ny
7 March 1975

M. W IIiamLebovich

Nati onal Register Division, ReviewUnit

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Viéshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear
Encl osed please find the continuation sheet for the Verbal Boxxndary Description
of the Gove Cenetery i n @ oucester, Massachusetts.  This will con’jlete

the formsent to you 26 February 1975
|f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours, .

Christine Boul di ng
Assistant Survey Director o
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

_—
End.
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Hon. Edward W Brooke Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Executive Director
Hon. M chael J. Harrington Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Hon. Paul E Tsongas 40 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Regional Director, North Atlantic
Regi on
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