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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alexander building is a two-story structure with white terra cotta veneer, rendere
in the Second Rennaissance Revival style. Both facades of this corner building

have centered inset entries and plate glass windows. The mezzanine windows have

been painted over. Doric pilasters demarcate the first story bays. A canopy

extends from the ninth street entry. ‘

The second story is distinguished by Ionic pilasters, squared-topped and round
arched windows and a wrought iron mock balcony with a centered initial letter "A".
The round arched windows have modillion-like keystones and the balcony is supported
by garlanded brackets. The building terminates with a denticulated cornice with

a parapet accented at the corners. The name "Alexander" is inscribed in the frieze
and raised shields with the Tetter "A" decorate the parapet.

A frieze and cavetto separate the first and second stories. Discs ornament the
frieze as does a wreathed oval plaque over the Main Street entry.

There are no additions or alterations other than block-letter signing on the mezzanine
windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Alexander building is architecturally significant as one of Idaho's best exam-
ples of the second Rennaissance Revival style applied to a commercial building.
The terra cotta veneer with its high quality of design and attention to detail
further makes this building worthy of preservation.

Alexander's Men's Store was founded by Moses Alexander, who served as mayor of Boise

and governor of Idaho.
in the nation.
from 1890 onward.

He holds the distinction of being the first Jewish governor
His clothing stores occupied a number of different locations in Boise
This building, erected in 1924, served as the company's main store,

offices and warehouse until 1975 when the Redevelopment Agency purchased the property.
The Alexander family still operates their company.

In 1924 the Union Pacific decided to place Boise on its main line.

This in part

prompted Moses Alexander to build this structure in a period of agricultural depres-
He proclaimed a "confidence in Boise's future" and desired "something new
This shining white terra cotta build-

sion.
in architectural construction"l in
ing was the result of that desire.
downtown Boise and a community and

the city.

1 Idaho Daily Statesman, April 1, 1924, p. 5, c. 1.

It remains a unique architectural statement in
commercial landmark.
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