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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR F E D E R A L PROPERTIES 

(Type ail entries - complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y ; 

Barnstable 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
E N T R Y D A T E 

"MY 2, 1975 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N ; 

Marconi Site No. 23-87 (Cape Cod NS) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Marconi Wireless Station St'-i-^-

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : ' 

Located one mile NE of Headquarters, Cape Cod National Seashore 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(£out'h\wellfleet 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

Twelth 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 25 Barnstable 001 
3. CLASStFtCATION 

C A T E G O R Y 
CCheck O n e ; 

OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 
A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

I 1 D i s t r i c t Q B u i l d i n g 

Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

Q P u b l i c 

[ I P r i v a t e 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

(77! 'n P rocess 

I I Be ing Cons ide red 

1~7] Occup ied 

[ y ] U n o c c u p i e d 

I 1 P rese rva t i on work 

in progress 

Y e s : 

( I R e s t r i c t e d 

f T l U n r e s t r i c t e d 

No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[~7] Agr i cu I tura l 

I \ Commerc ia l 

[ I Educo t i ono l 

En te r ta inment 

[73 Government 

[71 I ndus t r i a l 

[ • M i l i t a r y 

1 i Museum 

[ ^ Park 

I 1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

(71 Re l i g ious 

r i S c i e n t i f i c 

[~~| TransportGt<on 

[ 7 ] Other r S p e c / f y ; 

17̂  Comments 

Used for Interpreta 
tion. 

4, AGENCY 

CO i 

0 
13-
C 
01 
(D 
n-
r t 
to 

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (II applicable) 

National Park Service 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T R E A ^ l ? ' f * t j M B E R : 

S T A T E ; 

Massachusetts 25 

5. L O C A T f O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Courthouse, Barnstable^Massachusetts 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

B a r n s t a i l e Massachusetts 001 

6. REPRESENTATION )N EXtSTING SURVEYS 
T l T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

NPS survey—added to Cape Cod HABS inventory and assigned §23-87 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; 1 9 6 5 ^ Federo l I 1 Stote I I County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Interior Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E ; C O D E 

Washington, B.C. 11 



7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t • Good Q Fa i r Q De te r io ro ted • g Ruins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d [ ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved Or i g i na l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Remains of the station include: (1) the concrete base of the frame 
transmitter house—this base measures 26 f e e t , 7 inches (W to E), 27 feet 
(N to S). There are also 22 inch concrete strips on each side for wall 
support. This floor, as were all the others, is approximately 13 inches 
thick. Present on this floor are the heavy iron lugs which anchored the 
rotorgap disc and its motor. (2) part of the concrete corridor, 30 feet 
in length, 4 feet 2 inches wide plus 22 inch wall supports on each side. 
Ocean end has broken o f f . This corridor connected the transmitter house 
with the powerhouse (the latter's base slipped into the sea years ago). 

(3) A few fragments of the powerhouse walls are 5 brick layers thick 
(about 21 inches). (4) the northwest tower concrete base has been exposed 
and measures 24 feet sguare—it is at least four feet thick as is testified 
by measurement of an easternmost base which lies on the beach 100 feet 
below its original site. The SW tower base still lies buried in the sand. 
These bases are made of rubble., pebbles and rocks (some measuring 4x8 
inches in size) cemented together. 

The probably scant remains of the pile-supported frame administration 
building and quarters, which lay a short distance west of the tower^, are 
entirely buried under the dunes. 

Original structures of the site included four towers and several buildings. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e : 1s t Order , 

Longitude and Latitude: See Section 10 ] 

Acreage: 1 acre; surrounding dunelands owned by Federal Government. 

Treatment Recommended: Preservation. 

P r e l i m i n a r y cos t es t imate f o r above: $150.00 annua l ly ' - ' > 

Photograph enclosed. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 

I I 15th Centu ry 

I I 16th Centu ry 

• 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

[ 3 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (U Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

»' • ] P r e h i s t o r i c 

I I H i s t o r i c 

— I I Ag r i cu I ture 

1 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

7 2 Commerce 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ x ] E n g i n e e r i n g ' 

[X ] Indus t ry 

I nven t i on 

[ I Lands cape 

Arch i t ec tu re 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

IX ] M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

I 1 P o l i t i c a l • Urban P lann ing 

[ • Religion/Phi- " " . [ 3 Other (Specify) 

losophy Site of Marconi 's 1st 
Science transiantic American 

• Sculpture Wirelepss Station. 
I i S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i tor i an 

I I Theater 

I I Transportation 

Z 

o 
I-
u 
Z3 

Ul 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

- - t - • i 

The Marconi wireless station, from which emanated the first message 
from the U.S. to Europe (Jan. 18, 1903), is the only nationally signi-
ficant historic site within the Cape Cod National Seashore. 

In November 1901, the original Marconi Wireless Station, South Well-
f l e e t , was nearly complete. A storm in that month destroyed the original 
masts, a circular arrangement of 20 poles, 200 feet high. No trace of this 
antenna remains. The powerhouse, corridor and transmitter house were un­
damaged, and four-210 foot high wooden latticed towers, 200 feet apart, 
replaced the original antenna poles in 1902. 

Using two big kerosene engines, a Tesla transformer, an alternator, 
and a spark-gap transmitter, the station produced 30,000 watts of power. 
Operating primarily as a news source to ships at sea, Marconi station ran 
successfully until 1917, when three unrelated factors resulted in the dis­
mantling of the equipment in 1922: 

(1) censorship imposed by World War I , (2) encroachment of the c l i f f s 
by the ocean, and (3) De Forest's invention (or development) of the vacuum 
tube, making spark-gap transmission obsolete. 

Marconi invented few things himself, but he greatly improved every­
thing he borrowed. His taking of the wireless lab "toy" and making it 
practical was one of the greatest technical achievements of man. Were 
Marconi alive today, he would doubtless occupy the top world position in 
electronic communications. No man better deserves the title "Father of 
modern electronic communications." 

Marconi station site came under control of the Federal Government 
with the inclusion of the site within the boundaries of Cape Cod National 
Seashore. The site was re-dedicated July 5, 1963, with Carl Taylor, 
Marconi's chief builder of stations, present. Taylor was very probably 
the actual operator on January 18, 1903, when the first message from the 
U.S. to England was transmitted. This old spark-gap transmitter was 
world famous, and operated longer than any other station of its type; 
such stations were replaced by tube transmitters after 1908. 



9, MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Jfarconi—The Man and his Wireless by Orrin E. Dunlap, Jr. New york 
The MacMillan Co. 1937 

2. 

3. 

4. 

My Father, Marconi by DegnaMarconi, 
New York, 1962. 

McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc. 

The Saga of South Wellfleet by F.A. Parsons. Original Ms. owned by 
National Park Service, filed at Hq., South Wellfleet, Mass. CACO 
A Technical History of Marconi Site, 1901-1922 by E.P. Lohr, NPS 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

41° 54' 50" 

U O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

69° 58' 20 " 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
COUNTY: 

p . FORM PREPAf?ED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Edison Pike Lohr, Park Historian 
B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S : 

7/16/71 

Cape Cod National Seashore 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

South Well fleet., .Massachusetts 
12. CgRTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 

P H O N E : 

349-3785 

Massachusetts 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r recommendat ion: 

• No 

Stat^^iaiaon Officer Signature 

In compliance w i t h Execu t ive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate th i s property to the N a t i o n a l Regis te r , c e r t i f y ­

ing that the State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r has been a l lowed 90 

days i n wh ich to present the nomina t ion to the State Re-

ew Board and to evaluate i ts s i g n i f i c a n c e . The recom-

1 of s y ^ n j f f i i i a ^ c e / i s y [ t f ^ a t i o n a l | | State 

S • 1975 

Title 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded in the 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r . 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Jo 
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H 
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C 

n 

GPO 938-449 



F P 1 ROUTING AND REVIEW SLIP 

THE ENCLOSED NOMINATIONS ARE ROUTED TO YOU FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE COR­

RECTNESS AND ADEQUACY OF THE STATEMENTS AND EVALUATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN. SUPPLYING ADDITIONAL 

OR CORRECTIVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. REVIEWER WILL SIGN HIS NAME HEREON FOR LATER REFERENCE 

IF NECESSARY. USE ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR COMMENT IF NEEDED AND ATTACH HERETO. 

NOMINATED PROPERTY 

FROM AREA OF-

X ^cfiliF'^RCHEOLOGIST: , , PA 

3 PC 

•nlPC 

SIGN 

CHIEF HISTORIAN: 

SIGNED: 

CHIEF HISTORICAL ARCHITECT: 

SIGNED: 

REGISTRAR, LCS 

PR KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER: Registrar LCS 
•̂ gi. 343-25o2r; • RECOMMENDED FOR T H E N A T I O N A L REGISTER 

B - t N T E R E D ON T H E LCS M^R 1 291975 .t^x; 4937-74 REGISTRAR LCS 
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Property Marconi Wireless Station 

state Massachxisetts Working Number 

TECHNICA 
Photos — 
Maps l_ 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIS 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up ^ Send-back 
Federal Register Entry "7^ Re-submit 

Entered mi-2 197̂  

I N T . - 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 







Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Barnstable 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

lAY Si 137S 

COMMON: MaTConl Site No. 23-6? 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : Marconi Wireless Station 

STREET AND NUM BER: 

Located 1 mile NE of Hq., Cape Cod National Seashore 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

South Wellfleet 

lU 

lU 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Barnstable vOOl 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

U.S.G.S., Wellfleet Quadrangle 
SCALE: l.y ? ) | ^Q00 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

I N T : 1 5 5 - 7 2 



36 

Marconi Si te 

«41 

70 00' ( O R L E A N S ) E A S T H A M 3 4 M l 9 I N T E R I O R - G E O L O G I C A L S U R V E Y . W A S H I N G T O N D C - 1»7» 

» ORLEANS 6.8 ML 47nOOOiii F 69°57 '30" 



Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

Z 

o 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Barnstable 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

W 9. l'̂ 7< 

|V. NAME 
COMMON : Marconi Site No. 23~37 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I 

c: Marconi Wireless Station 2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

nn^ mile NE of Cape Cod NS Hq. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

î ^ .̂h Wellfleet 
S T A T E : C O D E 

25 
C O U N T Y : 

Barnstable 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

ai 

UJ 

U. S. G. S. Wellfleet Qtiadranglr, Mass. 
SCALE: 1; ZktOOO 
DATE: 1 9 7 2 

4, R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

001 

U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 8 7 6 -



(ORLEANS) 
6967 I SE 6 9 ° 5 7 ' 3 0 " 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

MASS 

Primary highway, 
hard surface 
Secondary highway, 
hard surface 

Interstate Route 

Light-duty road, hard or 
improved surface = 

Unimproved road = = = = = = = 

U S Route State Route 

4 1 ° 5 2 ' 3 0 * 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MAgfiAranigPTTg 

Date Entered M 2 Wi 

Ncune Location 

MuMtti HirttlMS 86«tlmi 81t« 

in 

00 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hott. Idwurd W. Brook* 
HM. Gorry K. Staddo 
nr. OoaglM Wioolor 
Dopttty Aaoiotaat Soerotary for 
Fiah and \HXdUtm and Parka 

Kr. Kobare M. Uelay 
Aaalataac Siroator, Park 
aiatoria Praaarvatlaa 

Sagioaal Diraetor» North Atlaatie Region 

Stat* HiatorU PraoartratloB Offiaor 
Mra. Eliaabath ft. Jtmrnian 
ExaevtlTo Diractov 
Kaaaaalmaatta Hiatorieal CoMaiaaloa 
40 Baaeoa Btraat 
Boaton, Maaaaelmaatta 02106 



MAR 2 8 1975 

HoeacMraaviua 

Tat Dlraetiw, Cff ic* c« Archeol?»gy «a?4 Ulatwie ?TO*or»«tt»«i 

yrora: sr*l«jcal ^a->ras«atativ«, aa&i«(aaii. fsrk Satvtca 

S-Jt»}tsctj Sc^eacitBiit to this JiaJtlowal a«st«t«r of Ht»t<rcf c ft*c«» 

tho folVoMtaif ll4t«d tKssfls-asCitsa* froa Cape C:^ Sa?lc»»l S«ajil^?r«, 

S^a^iattr of Uiatcr!« <» e-i»rpi4*«* f.racytcit* OrJo? 

Cai^-tAi.n p^JiPisei £ i d « r H.-aaatO 

9. H9rc(Hki Stts. 

5. 

Robert M. Utley 

ros:l3««raa 

hcc: ?W - nr. T? l̂ecler 
Director « Ueatl'iig Fi.le 

PC-rir. Ifeok " 
PC 
PP 

mP: CO Kftck:9g 3 27 75 

BASIC FIU: RHTAiaED Til PC 
UCS Pltes 



),̂ /NR Data Sheet -

N A M E A S I T APPEARS I N FEDERAL REGISTER: Marcoi i l w i r e l e s s S t a t i o n S i t e 

OTHER NMXS! Marconl S i t e - 7*-G4L . 

0 

DATE J ' 
Reviewer INITIALSi (0 /U . 

•• !•. aa DOE May 2, 197-5 

LOCATION ^ ^ 
8TRE6T*NUMBER «Re m i l c NE of HoadquartOXs, Cape Cod N a t i o n a l Seashore 

SoudLWel l f l ee t 

•Massachusetts 

CONGHEbilONAL DISTRICT 2 ^ 2 t h 

««»^ Barns tab 1"^^ 001 

OWNER OF PROPERTYJ (Circle) PRT^JE^^STM^UXTAL GO^^MIINICIPAL COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATOR(ur^derline) C j ^ ^ ( A G E ^ I ^ T ^ ^ ^ / J c ^ 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) (^TATLANTIC ̂  MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

X A d ^ 

SOUTMJEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTmVEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 
_ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 

unknovvH.-S 
_ not app l i cab le - 8 

S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
unknovm - 4 

_ no t app l icab le - 7 

^ I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

_ S i i b s t a n t i a l l v i n t a c t - 3 
unlcnovm -6 

_ tvct app l j cable-9 

CONDITION- -EXCELLENT 
_cooo 
_FAIR 

ACCESS-

_DETERIORATEO 

_UNEX POSED 

—I'nexcavate'l 

ALTERED 

-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

_ORiaiNALSITE 

_MOVED 

—Unkncvm 

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted ^̂ To access 

historic district'' YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
I F YES, NA.ME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; NO Saved? 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) ? 
* 

then- ^>^iAAXA>»A>ccocA/r*L^ ' 

YES 

now-
1 »/ • 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

JIO 

/ _ARCHEOlOGV.PRE HISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY.HISTOfllC 

—AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHITEi 

CONSERVATION 

ECONOMICS 

ION 

iNGINEERING- / / 

Claims 

_ARCHITEC]UBE _E0ilGATI 

^ J H S M M U N I C A T I O N S ~ ^ ykfn^lUSTflY 

I N V E N T I O N _ 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -.RELIGION . entertainment 
_ i A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i c s j B e i f N C E ~ — _ h e a l t h 

recreation 
—SOOAL/HUMANiTARiAN Settlement 

soclo/cultural 
_T {̂(SP0RTATi0N Urban & commun 

^ynVTERi: 

_UTERATURE 

\r fBIuTARY — 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POUTICS/COVERNMENT <y«>(ER (SPECIFY) planning / 

f i r s t - ' YES NO ** o l d e s t - YES NO **only'-' YES NO ^-^tJur^V 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* 

architec0n.builder: v toii' n̂ J engineer: 

landscap^garden designer: artist/artisan: ^ 

interior decorator: .^bHlder/eoHWte^- Ta^l^^ -

ETHNIC G R O U P : ^̂ -7̂ ^̂  

NAMF9* 
Rersonal t̂ tfon , ^ //i</^/7fc'l- ^ y ^ / ^ I ^ J i (label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): / Q O / 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): Jj£i4^J--±<f^^l_S^^^-^ • ' ^/ /'f^S /SjT i/^lftuSS^ 

S O U R C E . (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER ^^^^FEDEBAL ̂ GENCYT^^^ ^^^^X^S 

A C R E A G E ; (to nearest tenth of an acre) . / ̂  • 
COMMENTS; (include architectural information here) ^UIMS \^CLUV>1^^ ^^AiCI^£^ ^lA^ 

^ L i U-<jjt>> (X^rh- f - - - - - -

t> sv/7/as ^ si^ncAj/6e^^e c6'^<srB injim p^^m^-
THf^ cf Tnk v^i/m rui^t, i9oe>. 

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximuin two sentences) 


