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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing proper ty ' s 
loca t ion i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s t reets and other bu i ld ings 
or geographical fea tures . 
Indicate n o r t h . 

Recorded by M a r g a r e t Welden 

Organization I p s w i c h H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

Date O c t o b e r 1978 

Assessor's l o t # 1 3 ^ 

JUL I 1980 

Area Form no. 

33 

Town I p s w i c h 

Address 7 Woods Lane 

H i s t o r i c Name M e r r i f i e l d House 
"Rosebank"  

Use: Or ig ina l res i d e n t i a l 

Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Ownership:EI Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner F r a n c i s M e r r i f i e l d 

P r e s e n t owner: V i v i a n E n d i c o t t 
DESCRIPTION: 

Date c. 1792 

Source Waters I 

Style T h i r d P e r i o d ( F e d e r a l ) 

Arch i t ec t 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d / s h i n g l e 
ends 

Outbuildings shed 

Major alterations (with dates)_ 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage , 1.4 acres 

Set t ing r e s i d e n t i a l 

UTM REFERENCES: 19 /349960 /4726380 

(Staple add i t i ona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The M e r r i f i e l d House i s a I h s t o r y end gable house w i t h o f f - c e n t e r 
chimney. I t i s nea r ly square i n p lan w i t h each e l e v a t i o n being 3 bays 
wide . 

The house contains some e x c e l l e n t Federal f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a 
d i m i n u t i v e beaded summer beam and a mante l . M e r r i f i e l d had 13 c h i l d r e n , 
which may account f o r the many rambl ing a d d i t i o n s to "Rosebank". 
A l a rge cooking f i r e p l a c e and oven u p s t a i r s i s another suggest ion o f a 
l a rge f a m i l y . I t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t example o f a Federal p e r i o d house 
which has been expanded through the years to meet changing needs. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The M e r r i f i e l d House possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , des ign, s e t t i n g , 
ma t e r i a l s and workmanship and assoc ia t ions w i t h Ip swich ' s e a r l y 
development. Francis M e r r i f i e l d , J r . , bought t h i s l o t i n 1792 and b u i l t 
the present d w e l l i n g (155:108) . 

M e r r i f i e l d was a ve teran o f the French and Ind ian War and served as 
a l i e u t e n a n t i n Capt. Na than ie l Wade's Co. du r ing the Revolu t ionary 
War. He fough t i n the B a t t l e o f Bunker H i l l and commented, "When 
they got so near we could f a i r l y see them, they looked too handsome to 
be f i r e d a t , bu t we had to do i t . " M e r r i f i e l d was a Deacon i n the 
South Church as w e l l . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . 

T. F. Waters, Ipswich i n the Mass. Bay Colony, v o l . I , p . 486, v o l . I I , 
pp. 190, 317, 323, 479. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheets 

UTM NOT VERIFIED 
ACREAGE NOT ViiuriED 10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x . 1 5 0 0 

Quadrangle name I p s w i ch 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See continuation sheets and attached maps 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^. code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Margaret Welden 

name/title Candace Jenk ins , N a t i o n a l Regis ter Coordina tor w i t h Edward Zimmer 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 
( Ipswich H i s t o r i c a l Commission) 

date A p r i l 19 80 

street & number 2 9 4 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signrficance of this p r o p ^ y within the state is: 

national y i x state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortn py the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signatun 

î̂ 'g Executive Direc tor . Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l ComMqte 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

f.^ y. y/Jl4y^ 
:eeper of the National Register 

^hief of Registration 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000276 


