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1 • Name of Property 

historic name Saunders-Paine House 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number 260 Paine Hollow Road n/a not for Publication 

citv or town Wellfleet N/A vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA countv Barnstable code 001 zip code 02667 

3. state/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that thisjk^^nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
p*weets • does not meet Uie National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally Q statewide bklocally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

ure of certifying official/Title Judith B. McDoniq/igh, Executive Director pate / Sigiyture ( 
lassBchusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

• entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 



Saunders-Paine House Bamstable, Massachusetts 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 

County and State 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 

public-State 
public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

X_ building(s) 
district 

_s i te 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

2 

Noncontributing 

1 

1 

_buildings 

_sites 

_structures 

. objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the Nationai Register 

0 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, secondary structure 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling, secondary structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

EARLY 19*̂  CENTURY 
OTHER: Cape Cod 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick 

walls wood weatherboard 

wood shingle 

roof asphalt 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

(See continuation sheet) 
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Constructed c.1830, the Saunders-Paine House is a 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed. Cape Cod style 
structure situated in the town of Wellfleet, near the northem end of Cape Cod in Bamstable 
County, Massachusetts. Sharing the small parcel of land (0.65 acre) are a bam, which has been 
converted to a summer cottage, and a small shed. The house is set back approximately fifteen 
feet from the present paved Paine Hollow Road, which approximates an historically important 
sand road leading to the landing at Blackfish Creek. The property retains a high level of 
integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association. 

Facing south above a brick foundation, the main house displays a clapboarded facade which is 
five bays wide. The wooden clapboards have recently been replaced and extend nearly to the 
ground. The remaining elevations, including the two-bay wide gable ends, are sheathed in wood 
shingles. Along the facade there is a simple, boxed comice; the eaves are close on the side 
gables. Centered on the ridge of the asphalt-shingled roof is a large brick chimney which has 
been stuccoed except for its cap. 

The center entrance contains a late 19th century wooden door with six molded panels. Fronted 
by concrete steps, the door is over-fitted with a modem storm door. A five-light transom caps 
the entrance, which is flanked by tapered pilasters with recessed panels supporting an entablature 
lintel with paneled end blocks. A molded cornice at the top of the frame projects slightly above 
the pilasters. Although retaining their original entablatured surrounds, most of the original 9/6 
windows on the main house block were replaced by 9/1 sash sometime after 1992. On the upper 
level of the east elevation small 2/2 windows are located on the ends adjacent to the eaves, while 
several 9/6 windows remain on the rear elevation. 

Projecting from the center of the rear elevation is a single-story, wood-shingled kitchen ell. The 
west elevation of the ell is three bays deep, punctuated by a late 19th century glass-and-panel 
door as well as two small 6/6 windows. On the rear (north) elevation of the ell there is a single 
6/6 window lighting the attic. An exterior concrete block chimney rises from the east side of the 
ell, adjacent to a single 6/6 window. 

The Saunders-Paine House is set on a 0.65 acre lot which is roughly rectangular in shape and 
rises slightly in elevation at the northem end. The area around the house is cleared with a 
backdrop of larger trees. The house itself is set back about fifteen feet from the road with a 
modem, split rail fence along the front of the property. Two large evergreens flank the front 
entrance; several additional large conifers shade the front lawn. Dirt driveways extend to the 

(continued) 
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east and west of the house. The land surrounding the property is presently residential. The 
adjacent residence, just fifteen feet to the west, was constructed in 1992. 

To the north of the main house is a 1 1/2-story, wood-shingled building, measuring eighteen feet 
square, and capped by an asphalt-shingled gable roof with a skylight on the west slope. A 
former bam, it was converted to domestic use in 1982. The gable end facing the road, largely 
obscured by arborvitae bushes and vines, is punctuated by a single 6/6 window on the first floor 
and an 8/8 window in the attic. The east side of the bam is without openings while the west side 
displays two 6/6 windows. On the north end, there is a modem sliding glass door on the first 
floor and an 8/8 above. 

To the west of the main house is a non-contributing single-story wooden shed (20' x 14') 
constructed of board-and-batten siding. The northem half of the building is capped by a low-
gable roof with a flat roof section to the south. Vegetation covers much of the building's 
exterior. The exact date of constmction of the shed is not known, it appears to have been 
remodeled for various uses at different times. 

Interior Description 

The Saunders-Paine House displays a typical full Cape floor plan, organized around a central 
fireplace/chimney block. The stairs are directly in front of the main entrance, with nearly 
identically-sized chambers on either side. At the rear of the house is a central keeping room 
dominated by a large fireplace suitable for cooking and retaining a beehive oven and surrounded 
by wood paneling and two-part doors. At each end of the kitchen is a small room, one a 
bedroom and the other a later bathroom. A second set of stairs leads from the kitchen ell to the 
floor above where there are two bedrooms. 

The westem room on the first floor of the main block is notable for its hand-planed woodwork 
and high wainscoting incorporating two rows of recessed panels. The mantel displays recessed 
panel pilasters supporting paneled end blocks and a full entablature. Paned, split door china 
cupboards are located adjacent to the fireplaces in each of the two front rooms, although the 
eastem room has lost its mantel. Gunstock posts are evident in the comers of the front rooms. 
The house retains wide board flooring as well as plaster ceilings. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are present on the property, a high potential exists that sites can be 
found. At least thirteen prehistoric sites have been recorded in the general area (within one mile) 
including several along the shoreline bordering Drummer Cove. The physical characteristics of 
the property represent locational criteria which are favorable for many types of prehistoric sites. 
Most of the property contains well drained level to moderately sloping land surfaces in close 
proximity (within 1000 feet) to a marine related ecosystems. This area includes the tidal flats of 
Wellfleet Harbor and Drummer Cove to the south and may include fresh water springs along the 
coastline. The environment surrounding the Saunders-Paine House provided a wide variety of 
both upland and marine related resources which would have been available to Native American 
inhabitants of the area. The area surrounding Wellfleet Harbor also contains one of the higher 
prehistoric site densities for the entire Outer Cape locale. Most prehistoric sites types are 
represented in this area ranging from smaller special purpose type sites, including campsites and 
resource extraction type sites such as shell middens, to larger multicomponent habitation type 
sites. Regionally important ceremonial or funerary sites such as ossuaries are also present. 
Current information available for the Outer Cape locale indicates the potential for prehistoric 
sites in the Wellfleet area to span the Early Archaic through Contact Periods. Earlier sites may 
also be present. Given the above information and the size of the property (0.65 acres), a high 
potential exists for prehistoric sites to be found in the Saunders-Paine House area. 

A high potential also exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resources on the Saunders-
Paine House property. Since the house, dated to 1830, is still extant and since the bam, which 
was converted to a summer cottage in 1982 is reportedly dated to the early 19th century, 
stmctural survivals on property may be limited to outbuildings. One outbuilding does exist, a 
wooden shed located west of the main house. It is unknown when that structure was constmcted. 
Outbuildings (trash pits, privies, wells) should also be present on the property. 

(end) 
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Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 

County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

_ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

J(C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

c. 1830 

Significant Dates 

c. 1830 

Significant Person 

(Complete If Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 
Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State Agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government. Library, Town Hall 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

The Saunders-Paine House is significant under National Register Criterion C as an excellent 
example of the Cape Cod house type of the early 19th century. The house has undergone few 
changes over the years, and still retains a considerable degree of architectural integrity, 
especially in terms of its paneling and woodwork. The building's period of significance has been 
determined to be c. 1830, a date which coincides with the apparent construction of the house. 

Characteristic of the full Cape Cod house form, the Saunders-Paine House is a 1 1/2-story 
building capped by a gable roof and displaying a five-bay facade with center entrance. As is 
characteristic, the house is organized around a central chimney, with a main front room on either 
side of the entrance hall, each heated by its own fireplace. Centered in the back of the house is 
the kitchen or keeping room. At both ends of the kitchen are two small rooms which originally 
fimctioned as the buttery, homing room and bedrooms. Changes to the building have been 
minimal and are generally limited to the sympathetic introduction of modem conveniences such 
as a kitchen and bathroom. 

The earliest known owner of this house is George B. Saunders (1816-1866). It would appear that 
Saunders settled in this house upon his marriage (prior to 1837) to Mary Cole Paine (1817-1897). 
Mary Paine was the oldest daughter of Nathan Paine and a grand-daughter of Thomas Paine and 
Elizabeth Young, who came to the area in 1809, the first of many members of the family to settle 
in what would come to be known "Paine Hollow". George Saunders was a partner in the wharf 
and store on the south side of Blackfish Creek. He bought into the enterprise about 1840; it was 
known as Saunders and Paine until 1866 when the Southem Wharf Company was formed. 
George Saunders was also a director of the Wellfleet Marine Insurance Company, established in 
1864. 

One of the daughters of George and Mary (Paine) Saunders was Mary Cole Saunders (1855-
1916) who married Charles H. Hatch in 1877. The 1880 map of Bamstable County shows the 
owner of this property as Miss M.C. Saunders while E. Hatch is listed as the owner in 1907. 

Later residents were Joseph Atwood (1863-1934) and his wife Lizzie May (Cox) Atwood (1870-
1944) and Charley Adams who ran a restaurant on Route 6, "The Adams House". In the early 
20th century the house was occupied by Sulo Thompson, a boat carpenter and member of the 
Finnish community on the Cape. In 1972 the house was acquired by Polly Atwood (Baker) 
Thomas (d.l993). The property was conveyed to the Thomas Family Tmst in 1983, who 
continue to own it and rent it out today. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

While several prehistoric sites have been recorded in the Wellfleet area, few have been 
systematically studied and most are located around the harbor locale or bordering the estuarine 
zone indicating a reporting bias for the town as a whole. This information indicates any sites in 
the proposed district area could potentially be significant. Any prehistoric sites located in the 
district can be important by providing interpretative information beyond the level of location and 
culture history and contributing data on site stmcture and function from smaller campsites and 
special purpose type sites to larger multicomponent habitation sites. These sites can contribute 
valuable information on the range of site types and their role in changing settlement and 
subsistence models during the various periods of occupation for the area. Prehistoric sites in this 
area can examine the importance of sea level rise in this evolution and the importance of the area 
before and after the availability of marine related resources. Prehistoric sites in this area have 
the potential to answer questions relating to lithic technologies, particularly the importance of 
cobble tool technologies, lithic trade and biface reduction. The high concentration of shell 
middens in this area also indicates the potential for technological studies of more perishable 
objects made from bone and wood which would otherwise never survive outside the midden 
context. Increased preservation of floral and faunal materials can also contribute valuable 
information towards general subsistence and settlement studies in the district area, especially 
during the Woodland periods and later. 

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed 
information on the social, cultural and economic characteristics which typified the second 
generation of Paine descendants to occupy Paine Hollow. Archaeological features including a 
builder's trench and pattems of artifact distributions can help document local construction 
pattems for this house type as well as the few changes which which the house has undergone 
since it's original constmction. Archaeological testing of the property can also help document 
the existing bam as the original bam on the property and the location of additional outbuildings 
which may exist on the property. Detailed analysis of occupational related features located 
through archaeological testing can provide insights into the lives of the house's inhabitants and 
how these pattems changed through time with changing families and economic conditions. An 
opportunity may also be available to analyze how ethnicity effected the socio-economic lived of 
the house's inhabitants. During the early 20th century the house was occupied by Sulo 
Thompson, a member of the Finnish community on the Cape. Detailed analysis of occupational 
related features may produce information relating to boatbuilding technology and residential 



NPSFonn10-aOO« OMB A4H>n>m No. 103*-00U 

United States Department of tiie Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet « . p „ 

Saunders-Pame House 
Wellfleet (Bamstable County), MA 

Section number — P a g e - h i — 

characteristics which typified Thompson's residency during the early 20th century. This 
information may indicate the extent to which the lives of Finnish immigrants differed or adapted 
to more Yankee or New England ways of life. 

(end) 
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(end) 



Saunders-Paine House Barnstable Countv, MA 
Name of Property County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

.65 acre. Acreage of Property 
UTM References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

19 
Zone 

Zone 

416280 
Easting 

Easting 

4640370 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone Easting Northing 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 
Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date April 1998 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town Boston state MA 

telephone 617-727-8470 

. zip code 02125 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Thomas Family Trust 

street & number P.O. Box 1031  

city or town Marshfield 

Jelephone 

state MA zip code 02050 

Paperworl( Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The nominated property occupies Map 29, Lot 345 in the local tax assessors' records (see 
enclosed copies of tax maps). 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary of the nominated property is drawn to include that acreage which survives from 
the original parcel and which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. 

(end) 
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DATA SHEET 
SAUNDERS-PAINE HOUSE 

W E L L F L E E T , MASSACHUSETTS 

Resource 

House 
Bam 
Shed 

Date of Construction 

c.1830 
early 19th century 

19th century, alt. c.1960 

Contributing (C) or 
Non contributing (NC) 

C 
C 

NC 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Taken: December 1997 
Photographer: Lisa Mausolf 
Negative location: Lisa Mausolf, Reading, MA 

1. View looking N (8x 10) 
2. Exterior, looking NE 
3. Exterior, looking SE 
4. Exterior, looking SW 
5. View of bam, looking E 
6. View of shed, looking SW 
7. Interior, kitchen, looking SE 
8. Interior, SW parlor, looking NE 

(end) 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

April 6, 1998 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form being resubmitted: 

Saunders/Paine House, 260 Paine Hollow Road, Wellfleet (Bamstable Co.), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Thomas Family Trust, owner 
Helen G. Purcell, Chair, Wellfleet Historical Commission 
Carolina Kiggins, Chair, Wellfleet Board of Selectmen 
Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant 
Sarah Korjeff, Cape Cod Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 • (617) 727-8470 
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 
Website: www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 


