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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
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CNKONM lrnrn 178 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02111 jtjfarcn
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September 12, 1980

Patricia L. Weslowski .

Massachusetts Historical Commission

294 Washington Street : -
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Weslowski,

| have received your notification of consideration by the State Review
Board of the Theatre District for nomination to the National Register
Historical Places and am pleased to see the nomination progressing so smoothly.

As you know, the property at 178-179 Tremont Street is owned by the
Action for Boston Community Development Real Estate Corporation, Inc. As
Executive Director of ABCD, | would like to indicate our agency's_EiLLI_
SI'PEOEt_for the property being nominated as an mtegral part of the historic
"Piano Row District."

The present location of ABCD is situated in that section of the Piano
Row District which saw the evolution of the music publishing business in
the United States. 178 - 179 Tremont Street is a 10-story marble Renaissance
Revival office building built for the Oliver Ditson Company, which in 1917
was the country's largest music publishing business. The structure is a
Boston landmark worth noting.

The historical and architectural significance of the structures  composing
this  district should certainly be recognized and preserved for  future
generations. The future uses of such structures should reflect a sensitivity
to the city's residents from the many varied racial, ethnic, and socio-
economic backgrounds which has made Boston a city so rich in tradition. T

The district under consideration for National Register nomination is in an
area that is crucial to the future revitalization of downtown Boston. The
obvious advantage of protection through comment by the Advisory Council on
Historical Preservation on the effect of future undertakings is one that
should not be overlooked. The important location of the Piano Row District -
combined with the natural beauty and uniqueness of the bordering Boston
Common make this area extremely delicate and Vulnerable to the potential
adverse effects of inappropriate future developments. Nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places will be one more step to insure that
these negative developments do not materialize.

VIVIENNE S. THOMSON,/'/ses/t/enr; JEAN M. BABCOCK, Vice President; EDRICK BAIN, Vice President;
ANNA MAE COLE, Vice President; BARBARA CONNOLLY, Vice President;STANLSy N. WILLIAMS, Vice President;
F. DOUGLAS COCHRANE, Clerk; ROBERT H. GARDINER, Treasurer; ROBERT M. COARD, Executive Director



Massachusetts Historical Commission Page 2
September 8, 1980

| thank you for your invitation to comment on the district and | urge
the State Review Board to nominate Piano Row District to the National Register
of Historic Places.

Very truly yours ,

Robert M. Coard
Executive Director

cc: John Drew, Deputy Executive Director
Michael McParland, Director of Adninistrati on
John Nucci , Director of Community Coordination






	one.pdf
	image001
	image002
	image003
	image004
	image005
	image006
	image007
	image008
	image009
	image010
	image011
	image012
	image013
	image014
	image015
	image016
	image017
	image018




