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FORM A - AREA S U R V E Y 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office ofthe Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form aumbers ia this area Area ao. 

-U T H - HO c 
1. Town Boston (CBD-Theatre) 

Name of area (if aay) Piano Row / jJ.<Jfiioc(: 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo aumber 

3. Geaeral date or period la te 19th and 

ear ly 20th century 

4. Is area uaiform (explain): 

in style? no ( tum-of - th ^-nentury s ty l e s 
yes (we l l - ^ -̂̂ i.̂ ^̂ v 

in condition ?maintainet 
yes (private) ^ 

in typie of ownership? ^ f"!!" I 
no (residential,/3^5*— 

in use? (commercial/ /'iXttJlIl. 
inst i tut ionaJ. ' J "' 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forma B thru F, uqsr TtT" lU Jul 
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route aumbers, if any) and i -^ i^^^^ 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. (2/^ k tW- H 

BOSTON COMMON 

planned 
State Transportation 

Building 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadraat 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Kecux^ 

Organization Boston Landmarks Commission 

Date June, 1979 

ftov (over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 
9 

FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

M.A$ACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

. .., 
• 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'' 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number -----

.. 

BOSTON COMMON 

planned 
State Transportation 

Building 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant _______ _ 

MHC Photo no. ______ _ 

Nov 

5M-2-75-R061465 

(over) 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

C 

1 T Boston (CBD-Theatre) • own ________________ _ 

Name of area (if any) Piano Row {)~ 

3. General date or period late 19th and 

early 20th century 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 

RAND LODGE 
Of" MASONS 

LA GRt.NGE' 

Ji11t-~o-
- . J. 

Pamela Fox 

N 

1' 

Organization Boston Landmarks Commission 

Date June, 1979 



'-.ft -.. 

7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural iix )̂ortaace of tills area. 

. • f • 

.. »•> -

1' 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheets. Section 9 

10. Geographical Data 

UTM NOT VERIFIID 
AIEAGE NOT VERT'ED 

Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UMT References 

^ \ l j 9 j |3 |2 ,9 |9 ,4 ,0 I |4 f |9 |0 |6 ,5 ,0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L U I I I I I I I I • I . I • • I 
E L ^ I I . I • • 1 I • I • I I I I 

see individual and area forms 
Quadrangle scale 1 " - 2 5 , 0 0 0 ' 

Zone 
I I 

J L J-J. 

0 

F 

H 

Easting Northing  

I I • I • • I I • I • I , . I 

_L LL 
'••'z- Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a 
oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point i t 
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart 
treet. From thence i t follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St., 

List a l l s t a t e s and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, Reqistrat ion Director  

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission 

by Pamela Fox • Boston 1 an oston Landmarks Commission 

date 

street & number 294 Washington street telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is significance ot this propertyv|{ii 

J r^nat iona l - t e s t a t e local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlybv the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

HCRS use only 

' date 

hereby certify-ttjat this property ss includp^in the National Registei 

deeper of ihe National Repister 

A x h i e f of Registration ^ 

G P O 938 8 3 5 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheets, Section 9 

1 o. Geogra·phical Data 
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see individual and area forms Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale l 11=25 ,000 1 

UMT References 

A~ 13 12 
1
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1 t Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the .Theatre Area starts at \ a 
oi'nt on Washington St., 520 1 south . of , the intersection of Kneeland & Washi-ng:toh~· Fran, this point 1 it 
uns due west· al'ong -an ·arbitrary '$traight ~l'ine to a point 0n Char, es. St. ·.south 4'42.' ·sbuth of Stuart 
treet. From tnen.ce it• follows . Charles S,t,. Sout~ one block north to· the ' intersection of Stuart st., 

List all states and c,ountie- for, propertije,s overlapping st•te ,or county boundaries . 

state county code 

state code ' county code 

11. · Form Prepared· By · 
I, , 1 • 

name/title Candace Jenk i ljlS, --~eg is trat.iQr:i .Dfrector 
by P.amela -F,ox 

· · Boston La,ndmarks Commission 

· organization Massachusetts Hi-stnri cal Cammi' ss ion date 

, 
street & number 294 'Washingtdn Street · telephone. 

city or -town Boston, - state 
MA 02108 ' : ·. 

12. State•Historic Pres•rvation Officer C~tt·iJ1cation 
The eva,luated s~nce of this prope~ithin the state ·iy 

, _ national -~-- stt#latt•e . . - ~- lorc"'a11 
. ' 

As the desi.gnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act pf 1966 (Put,,lic Law 89-
665), I h_ereby nominate this prope_rfy for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fort the Heritage Conservation aAd Recre~~ion S~rvice. 

State Historic; Preservation Qfficer s(gnatur~ 

title , •· date 

GPO 938 835 





Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 
0 ,., 1980 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks 

Commission, Boston, MA DEC 9 1980 

PRotq #1 of 15 Little Bldg . . i.arld 
Colonial Bldg . (Piano Row) 74-94 and 
96-106 Boylston St . 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis­
sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #8 of 15, Piano Row, 174-186 
Tremont S and 62 Boylston St . 

LL-.J av 7 1980 
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l?Jn /JJ 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis­

sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #9 of 15, 176-186 Tremont St. 
(Piano Row) NOV ? 1980 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 197 
Negative at Boston Landmark 

s ion, Bos ton, MA Ul-v 9 ' 
Conrrnis-

Photo #10 of 15, Hotel Touraine, 62 
Boylston St, Boston, MA (Piano Row) 

-I 11 
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Boston, MA DEC 9 1900 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 
~ 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 ~ 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis-
sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #11 of 15, Walker Bldgs, Piano 
Row, 114-116 and 120-124 Boylston St . 
Boston, MA 

I 





Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Connnis­

sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #12 of 15, Piano Row, 3-6 
BoylstQn 1 ce 

utL .J 

NOV 7 1980 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 

Theatre Area 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis­
sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #13 of 15, Streetscape, 130-162 
Bo sto t tJJ, Piano Row 

' 

I I 
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Boston, MA 
Historic Resources of the Boston 
Theatre Area OV 7 80 

Pamela Fox, April & May, 1979 
Negative at Boston Landmarks Commis­
sion, Boston, MA 

Photo #14 of 15, Piano Row District, 
2-4 Park Square 

u L 9 L 

ri 0 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

:^fi fi ' fi . • • . • • 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272 
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^ ', R E C E I V E D 
SEP-5)980 

Collector & Importer 

Colonial & Oriental I Antiques & Marks of Art 

U/IASS. HIST. COI^M. 160 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 021 16 

423-0266 

.0 u.>-fejŝ  ciioJLj. CC-'-<^ 

i-v To >̂ <fe-û  - ^ i i ^ 

c ^ A i ^ cW^Nf^ <: i j3£ l^ jfc^-te 3€|4>Yiic^ . 

~artebian 3Jnc. 
Collector & Importer 

Colonial & Oriental I Antiques & Marks of Art 

160 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116 

RECEIVED 
SEP - 51980 

LMASS. HIST. COMM. 
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' A c t i o n for Boston ^̂  '̂ ô ^ 
dl^H Community Development MASS. H,ST. com"' 
C^JK9^J^M I r ^ r ^ 178 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02111 j t j f J ' C ^ 

September 12, 1980 

E: A R E A C O D E (617 ) 3 5 7 - 6 0 0 0 

Pat r i c i a L. Weslowski • 
Massachusetts H is to r i ca l Commission 
294 Washington Street : - ,.; 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski, 

I have received your n o t i f i c a t i o n of consideration by the State Review 
Board of the Theatre D i s t r i c t f o r nomination to the National Register 
H is to r i ca l Places and am pleased to see the nomination progressing so smoothly. 

As you know, the property at 178-179 Tremont Street i s owned by the 
Action fo r Boston Community Development Real Estate Corporation, Inc. As 
Executive Director of ABCD, I would l i k e to indicate our agency's_EiLLI_ 
Si!P£OEt_for the property being nominated as an in tegra l part of the h i s t o r i c 
"Piano Row D i s t r i c t . " ^ * 

The present locat ion of ABCD is s i tuated in that sect ion of the Piano 
Row D i s t r i c t which saw the evolut ion of the music publ ishing business in 
the United States. 178 - 179 Tremont Street is a 10-story marble Renaissance 
Revival o f f i c e bu i ld ing b u i l t f o r the Ol iver Ditson Company, which in 1917 
was the country's largest music publ ishing business. The s t ruc ture is a 
Boston landmark worth not ing . 

The historical and architectural significance of the structures composing 
this district should certainly be recognized and preserved for future 
generations. The future uses of such structures should reflect a sensitivity 
to the city's residents from the many varied racial, ethnic, and socio­
economic backgrounds which has made Boston a city so rich in tradition. T 

The d i s t r i c t under considerat ion f o r National Register nomination i s in an 
area that i s crucia l to the fu ture r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of downtown Boston. The 
obvious advantage of protect ion through comment by the Advisory Council on 
H is to r i ca l Preservation on the e f f e c t of fu ture undertakings is one that 
should not be overlooked. The important locat ion of the Piano Row D i s t r i c t -
combined wi th the natural beauty and uniqueness of the bordering Boston 
Common make t h i s area extremely de l i ca te and Vulnerable to the potent ia l 
adverse e f fec ts of inappropr iate fu ture developments. Nomination to the 
National Register of H is to r i c Places w i l l be one more step to insure that 
these negative developments do not mate r ia l i ze . 

VIVIENNE S. THOMSON,/'/•es/t/enr; JEAN M. BABCOCK, Vice President; EDRICK BAIN, Vice President; 

ANNA MAE COLE, Vice President; BARBARA CONNOLLY, Vice President;STANLSy N. WILLIAMS, Vice President; 

F. DOUGLAS COCHRANE, Clerk; ROBERT H. GARDINER, Treasurer; ROBERT M. COARD, Executive Director 

J "\ : .... '. _ ,.. C ' '. r t- - f_J -- - , I ___ • 

Action for Boston 
\/~ SEP 19 ;~so 

·' --:_~ 
HIST. COfv1M. 

~ {AP, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski, 

September 12, 1980 

I have received your notification of consideration by the State Review 
Board of the Theatre District for nomination to the National Register 
Historical Places and am pleased to see the nomination progressing so smoothly. 

As you know, the property at 178-179 Tremont Street is owned by the 
Action for Boston Community Development Real Estate Corporation, Inc. As 
Executive Director of ABCD, I would like to indicate our agency's full 
S_!!Pport for the property being naninated as an integral part of the historic 
"Piano Row Distri ct. 11 

The present location of ABCD i.s situated in that section of the Piano 
ROtl District which saw the evolution of the music publishing business in 
the United States. 178 - 179 Tremont Street is a 10-story marble Renaissance 
Revival office building built for the Oliver Dit~on Company, which in 1917 
was the country's largest mus.ic publishing business. The structure is a 
Boston landmark worth noting. 

The historical and architectural significance of the structures composing 
this district should certainly be reco~nized and preserved for future 
generations. The future uses of such structures should reflect a sensitivity 
to the city's residents from the many varied racial, ethnic, and socio­
economic backgrounds which has made Boston a city so rich in tradition. 

The district under .consideration for National Register nomination i's in_ an 
area that is crucial to the future revitalization of downtOtln Boston. The 
obvious advantage of protection through comment by the Advisory Council on 
Historical Preservation on the effect of future . undertakings is. one that 
should not be overlooked. The important location of the Piano Row District 
combined with the natural beauty and uniqueness of the bordering Boston 
Common make this area extremely delicate and Vulnerable to the potential 
adverse effects of inappropriate future developments. Nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places will be one more step to insure that 
these negatjve developments do not materialize. 

VIVIENNE S. THOMSON, President; JEAN M. BABCOCK, Vice President; EDRICK BAIN , Vice President; 

ANNA MAE COLE, Vice President; BARBARA CONNOLLY, Vice President; STANLEY N. WI LLIAMS, Vice President; 

F. DOUGLAS COCHRANE , Clerk; ROBERT H . GARDINER, Treasurer; ROBERT M . COARD, Executive Director 

l 

j 



Massachusetts H i s t o r i ca l Commission 
September 8, 1980 

Page 2 

I thank you f o r your i n v i t a t i o n to comment on the d i s t r i c t and I urge 
the State Review Board to nominate Piano Row D i s t r i c t to the National Register 
of H is to r i c Places. 

Very t r u l y yours , 

Robert M. Coard 
Executive Di rec tor 

cc: John Drew, Deputy Executive Director 
Michael McParland, Di rector of Adnini s t r a t i on 
John Nucci , D i rec to r of Community Coordination 

\ 

Massachusetts Historical Canmission 
September 8, 1980 

Page 2 

I thank you for your invitation to canment on the district and I urge 
the State Review Board to nominate Piano Row District to the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

cc: John Drew, Deputy Executive Director 

Very truly yours, 
,,, 

f'!e,~~c~ ~ 
Robe rt M. Coard 
Executive Director 

Michael McParland, Director of Adninistration 
John Nucci , Di rector of Canmunity Coordination 



,.,. 

March 9, 2005 

Ms. Carol Shull 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Technical clarification, Boston Theatre MRA 

Dear Ms. Shull : 

This request is regarding a technical clarification for the boundaries of the four districts 
within the Boston Theatre Multiple Resource Area (12/9/1980), Boston (Suffolk), MA: 
the Beach-Knapp Historic District; the Liberty Tree Historic District; thetfiano Rovt 
J-iistoric District; and the West Street Historic District. In keeping with current National 
Park Service practices, please note that the boundaries of the National Register districts 
should extend beyond the front facades of the buildings out to the curbs of the streets. 
Thank you for making this technical adjustment. 

Sincerely, 

n ~ 
~ dberg-~,tj,,,_ 

National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Cc: Roysin Billett, Boston Landmarks Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-84 70 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 
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