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The building has had a number of alterations, however, these have been 
more in the form of expansion rather than changing the original plan which 
is essentially a very long rectangle. The alterations have expanded the 
back of the building now giving it a T-shaped plan.

The material is mostly\concrete gravel which is exposed, while the 
balustrades and cornices and other ornament are painted white.

The main entrance is dominated by a square clock tower, which like the 
rest of the building has a red tiled roof.

The ornament and style of the building is typical of many structures to 
be found in Puerto Rico at the turn of the century   the utilization of 
more modern material such as concrete and adopting a mixture of decorative 
elements which create a Puerto Rican adaptation of neoclassical. The plan 
and proportions are an attempt at neoclassical symmetry and simplicity, 
along with the balustrades and the columns and ornament framing the windows, 
doors and the tower. However, these are then mixed with the roofing tile 
of Mediterranean character and detail ornamentation which is closer to the 
Moorish.

The alterations of the windows to the'miami aluminium 1 louvers as well 
as the additional wing which is totally devoid of any ornament have contributed 
to the deterioration of the quality of the character of the structure. The 
air- conditioning units are also an unnecessary intrusion. The general effect 
is not ecclectic but almost a 'bastardization 1 .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure has a historical significance rather than architectural. 
It was the first extension of the University of Puerto Rico from San Juan 
to the west coast of the island, the second campus to be created, and the 
first educational institution on the island to offer training in the agricultural 
field, and later in mechanical engineering. The University of Puerto Rico was 
founded in 1903, and this building symbolizes the 'second earliest university ' 
dating 1911. LThe first building erected cm the site was demolished by an 
earthquake in 1912.

The University at Mayaguez wishes to restore certain aspects of this 
building, such as the original wood shutters which were in the original 
section of the building.
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