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Connecticut
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—WORK IN PROGRESS

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT N/A| N PROCESS ^-YES: RESTRICTED
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_NO

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Fifth Congressional District

COUNTY CODE

New Haven 009

PRESENT USE
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—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
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New England Field Real Estate and Buildings Office
STREET & NUMBER

1050 Waltham Street
CITY. TOWN

Lexington N/A__ VICINITY OF

STATE

Massachusetts 02173

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC City Hall
STREETS. NUMBER

CITY. TOWN

142 East Main Street

Meriden
STATE

Connecticut 06450
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DATE

.FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 
Y_GOOD _RUINS XALTERED _MOVED DATE____ 
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

——————————DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original building and its addition are located on a sloping lot at the 
corner of North Colony Street and Brooks Street. The principal facade is 
located on a main street at the edge of a commercial district and directly 
opposite a large Boys Club. The remainder of the building borders a 
neighborhood which is in need of upgrading and rehabilitation.

The building site itself is totally occupied by the Post Office and its 
parking area.

The Post Office Building consists of a rusticated limestone facade detailed 
with limestone classical ornamentation.

The building sits on a granite block foundation and has a steel frame 
superstructure. The main facade is divided into three bays, the center one 
of which projects forward. The central entrance bay is framed by rusticated 
limestone piers which define a recessed portico which contains 2-two story 
composite orders, fluted column shafts, a main entrance door framed with a 
projecting transom & cornice with a highly articulated center crest flanked 
by festoons and a 2nd story window with a Gibbs Surround motif. The 
remainder of the entry facade is heavily rusticated limestone with quoins at 
each corner. The windows have a modified Gibbs Surround with Jack arch 
lintels with voussoirs and a keystone. The windows are wood, double hung, 
divided into two sections vertically. The entry bay piers still support the 
original lanterns.

The building is capped by a denticulated cornice on top of which sits a 
solid raised parapet wall which is articulated to give the appearance of an 
open ballustrade. The side facades of the building are divided into five 
bays and contain a similar aesthetic expression as the flanking wings of the 
entry facade.

All of the exterior materials (limestone, granite, doors and windows) appear 
to be in good condition. The exterior and its 1932 addition appear to be 
unaltered with the exception of a main revolving door into the lobby which 
was removed and replaced by a standard door.

The original finishes in the lobby and public areas include white terrazzo 
floors with red marble borders and white marble bases. The lobby is 
highlighted with heavily molded oak woodwork and plaster ceilings. Although 
the lobby is in good condition, it has undergone some renovation in terms of 
lighting and electrical wiring, and a fairly recent mural depicts several 
historic sites in Meriden and commemorates the City's Tricentennial. The 
second floor, which originally housed various governmental agencies, is 
presently unoccupied and appears to be in fair condition.
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_OTHER (SPEC'cvi

Original building designed 
in 1907; Addition: 1932SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

.Original bldg.
Addition

- James Knox Taylor
- James A. Wetmore

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original post office was built by Congressional authorization under the 
provisions of the Tarsney Act (1893 to 1912) by James Knox Taylor, 
Supervising Architect, U.S. Treasury Department. The building was designed 
in 1907 and built in 1909 as only one of twelve post offices built that year 
by the U.S. Government. The post office is a striking example of Beaux Arts 
Classical Architecture, built of modern steel frame construction, and faced 
with a dressed limestone exterior embellished with classical ornament 
especially at the entrance. The building is probably the foremost example 
of classical eclecticism in the region, as well as being one of the most 
outstanding examples of architecture in Meriden.

During the period this buidling was built, each building was individually 
designed and built of fine materials and detailing to portray an image of 
monumentality and the solidity of the U.S. Government to the local 
community.

The building addition of 1932, by James A. Wetmore, Acting Supervising 
Architect of the U.S. Treasury is archtiecturally compatible to the original 
building and contributes to the building f s value to the community. The 
addition was constructed under the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926 
(Keyes-Elliot Act) to stimulate local building construction during the 
depression era.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The site has 180 feet of frontage on North Colony Street and 166.75 feet of 
frontage on Brooks Street.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Richard P. DeCoste, Architect
ORGANIZATION

SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC
DATE

Jul y
PH

1985
STREETS. NUMBER

44 Adams Street
TELEPHONE

(617] 840-1545
CITY OR TOWN

Braintree
STATE

Massachusetts 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YES^C NO___ NO

'ATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11 593, I hereby nominate this property4othe National Register, certifying that the State 

Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is ___National ___State _A_Local. 

FEDERA>TR^PRESENTAT|yE SIGNATURE____________________________ f ______________________

Director, Office of Real DATE 
_________Estate_____________I

^JjHEREBY CERTIFY THA*

AueAi4i!aM DATE /

ATTEST:
. OFFtCE,OF>RCWOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

DATE

GPO 899-21 4
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